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THE 


PREFACE,  {a) 


Kt/y,  u  SiXrKTTi  Kri^ia-o^uvj  uY  otot  aroi   EiTiy  o«  fug  wspi  vyMv  Xc/ya^ 
f/jiCaX\ovT£j   Ej  T«f  op(Xb!i'  a-W'  uvTrtf  ecu  a'JTfccKTOi  ocvrtiiv  at  xaxai  y\w(T(ra,i 

*3-9<,  oTt  «x  aTTpaxTOi  juovovj  «/VX'  sot  x«xw  a^ts-m  €crovT«»;  2u  uEvroi  cu 
iro«E»j  TTEfi  TyrcDV  >iju,tv  ypatpojy,  £7r£i^«7r£p  o»£t  r,f/.iv  ^ix^sp'A-j*  «X?.'  Jo-Tpp  fv 
voiui;  yfcc^uvj  arwf  wJixEtv  ^Ticraiji*'  av  ri/^ajj  avrtXEyovra  ticr!^  avroiv  TOIS 
OTK  AHI0I2.    (6) 


I  HAVE  again  revised  the  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Litera- 
ture vrith  considerable  care,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
no  man  of  candour  and  reflection  could  wish  to  see  any 
mistakes,  in  a  work  so  extensive,  continued  without  cor- 
rection, nor  the  various  parts  of  it  presented  to  the  pub- 
lie  without  such  improvements,  alterations,  and  additions 
to  the  poetry  and  the  notes,  as  circumstances  have  arisen 
to  prompt  or  to  require.     This  is  all  which  I  have  done 

from 

(a)  This  Preface  was  first  published  in  December  1800  ;  some 
passages  have  been  added  since.  (May  i803.) 

{b)   Euripidis    Epist.    ex    Macedonia   ad   Cephisophoutem, 
Eurip.  Op.  Edit.  Barnes.  Part.  2.  pag.  520. 
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from  time  to  time;  and  though  words  are  irrevocable,  yet 
the  last  corrections  of  any  author  should  be  considered  as 
the  sense  which  he  wishes  to  enforce. 

Impertinence  and  falsehood  I  have  at  all  times  equally 
despised,  and  equally  neglected.  It  will  be  seen  how- 
ever that  by  omissions  and  alterations  1  have  manifested  a 
liberal  concern  for  my  unintentional  mistakes,  with  the 
spirit  and  breeding  of  a  gentleman,  a  character  which  I 
never  will  forfeit  nor  resign  deliberately,  but  with  my 
life.  "  Of  all  the  Boeotian  Critics  who  have  written 
*'  scurrilously  against  me,  there  is  not  indeed  one  whom  a 
•♦  writer  of  reputation  would  not  wish  to  have  his  enemy. 
•'  To  my  authorship  they  are  heartily  welcome.  Rome 
*'  permitted  her  slaves  to  calumniate  her  best  citizens  in 
"  the    day  of  triumph. "(^) 

Kh!  qui  veut  rassembler  aux  grcnouillcs  d'  Homcrc, 
Iinplorant  a  grands  crisle  fier  Dicii  de  la  guerre, 
Et  Ics  dicux  des  enters,  ct  BcUone,  et  Pallas, 
Et  les  foudres  des  c'lenXy— pour  se  vender  des  rats  ? 

For  as  to  the  smarting  scribblers,  cumbrous  black-letter 
pedants,  and  translating  poetasters  of  the  day,  incidentally 
mentioned  in  the  poem,  with  all  their  little  bundles  of 
answers  and  remarks  nameless  and  forgotten,  I  would  only 
conduct   them  before  the  statue  of  Marsyas,    [c)  to  read 

their 

(6)  Warburton's  Preface  to  Pope's  Works, 
(c)  The  Statue  of  Marsyas,  (the  Phrygian  Satyr  who  chal- 
lenged Apollo,  and  being  vanquished  by  him  suft'ered  severely 
as  an  example)  was  set  up  at  the  entrance  of  the  Forum  io 
Rome,  and  Horace  says,  "  Obeundus  Marsya;"  for  the 
plain  English  of  which  see  Mr.  Boscawen's  Translation. 

Indeed 
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their  fate  in  all  the  impotent  irritation  of  satirical  puberty  : 
the  passions  of  men  they  can  never  feel.  The  only  shield 
I  shall  ever  oppose  to  their  assaults  is  the  Volume  itself. 

Kgli  medesrao  presa 
La  tasca,  e  sallo  scudo  dipartilla, 
E  fe'  il  lume  di  quel  chiaro  e  palesel 
L'incantato  splendor,  che  ne  sfavilla^ 
Gli  occhi  degli  avversari  cosi  offese, 
Chegli  fe'  restar  ciechi  allora  allora, 
E  cader  chi  da  poppa,  e  chi  da  prora.  (rf) 

But  to  speak  in  a  lighter  and  more  ethereal  stiain  of  these 
Boeotian  critics,  Dr.  Darwin,  (whose  poetry  and  philo> 
sophical  ideas,  whenever  they  are  understood,  are  so 
universally  admired,)  offers  me  kindly  a  few  exquisite 
lines  applicable  to  them,  in  his  celebrated  description  of 
•'  the  two  celestial  Bears,  major  and  minor,  dancing  round 
ike  pole,  and  parted  by  Draco  /" 

O  €he  leggiadro  e  grazioso  ballo  ! 

I  hope  the  reader  will  comprehend  the  Doctor's  sublime 

original ;  but  in  my  humble  metaphorical  application,  it  it 

as  plain  as  the  dance  of  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Earth  in  the 

Rehearsal. 

Mark 


Indeed  modern  Translators  and  Makers  of  verses  seldom  gi?e 
occasion  for  the  inimitable  simplicity  of  Agnes's  question  ia 
Moliere's  Ecole  des  Femmes  j 

*'  Si  les  enfans  qu'on  fait,  se  faisoient  jpar  VoreilU  ?  * 
(d)  Ariosto,  Cant.  10.  St.  50. 

•  Act  1.  Sc.  1. 
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Mark,  («)  MTilh  vMt  convolution  Duaco  holds 
The  ecliptic  axis  in  his  scaly  folds ! 
O'er  halfthe  bkies  his  neck  enormous  rear?, 
And  with  immense  mx3.ndcTs  parts  tue  Beafs; 
Onward  the  kindred  Bears  with  footsteps  rude 
Dance  round  the  pole,  pursuing-  and  pursued!  (f) 

But  to  return  to  this  nether  world  and  it's  concerns. 

I  aiTi  more  and  more  convinced  that   Literature  must  be 

considered 

(e)  What  docs  the  reader  mark  in  all  Dr.  Darwin's  poetry 
and  i)hilosopli y  ?  for  my  own  part,  I  mark  and  see  too  fre- 
<iuently  in  this  rery  ingenious  man  and  most  excellent  Physician, 
(for  such  he  undoubtedly  is)  IVlartinus  Scriblcrus  himself  in 
t'xuitation  at  his  own  discoveries,  and  in  soyereigu  contempt 
over  bis  Brother  Albertus.  See  lilartinus's  Memoirs;  See 
Dr.  Darwin's  oeconoiny  of  vegetation  ;  Sec  Chaos  exploding! 
See  Stars  projected  from  Ch3.os  hi/ explosions ;  Seethe  Earth 
thrown  from  a  Solar  Volcano!  See  the  Moon  (per  contra)  thrown 
from  a  terrestrial  Volcano  !  Sec  Ice-lands  (on  a  principle 
of  economy  among  the  Sovereigns  of  the  northern  hemisphere, 
and  to  prevent  the  Avasting  of  the  public  money  in  unnecessary 
wars,)  See  (I  repeat  it,)  Ice-Islands  navigated  by  their  united 
labours  from  north  to  south  !!!  &-c.  &c.  Coelum  ipsum  petimus 
litultitia.     The  passage  to  which  I  allude  is  the  following: 

''  If  the  nations  who  inhabit  this  hemisphere  of  the  globe, 
i^rsTEAn  of  destroying  their  Seamen  and  exhausting  their  zcealth 
in  unnecessary  nars,  could  be  induced  to  unite  their  labours  to 
navigate  these  immense  masses  of  ice  into  the  more  southern 
ereans,  two  great  advantages  would  result  to  mankind, 
Ac.  &c  "!!!! 

These  are  Dr.  Darwin's  ozcn  words.  See  the  QDconomy  of 
Vegetation.  Cant.  1.  page  60.  8vo  edition.  1799.  What  can 
the  Doctor  mean  ?  (Dec.  1800.) 

(/)  Darwin's  Botanic  Garden,  Part  I.  cr  The  CEconoray  of 
Vegetation,  Canto  1.  v.  517. 
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considered  in  all  its  departments,  and    not  only  the    subject 
but  the  mode  (g)  of  composition  must  be  examined. 

I  have 

(g)  In  particular  I  would  observe  that  the  modern  style 
of  Biography  seems  to  call  for  some  animadversion.  "VS  hen 
the  examples  of  great  men,  poets,  statesmen,  or  philoso- 
phers are  to  be  delivered  to  the  world,  the  ofSce  of  the  Bio- 
grapher is  arduous,  and  requires  no  common  talents.  But  novf 
the  unequalled  simplicity  of  Plutarch,  the  sense  and  spirit  +  of 
Johnson,  and  the  discriminating  taste  of  *  Mason,  are  lost 
in  the  disgusting  modern  lauguage  of  affectation  and  the  cant 
of  sensibility.  The  Namby  pamby  school  of  the  Crusca  must 
not  be  suffered  to  revive  either  in  verse  or  in  prose. 

On  tlie  subject  of  the  present  mode  of  Biography  and  Memoir- 
writing,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  present  the  reader  with  a  let- 
ter said  to  bo  written  to  a  friend  by  one  of  that  species  of 
Literati  called  "  The  Fashionables,^*  when  he  was  preparing  a 
collection  of  Letters  and  Memoirs  for  publication,  but  I  can- 
not answer  for  it's  authenticity,  though  it  has  all  the  internal 
marks  of  an  original !  The  following  is  an  exact  copy. 

"  My  Dear  Sir,  March  19,   1803. 

I  AM  so  delighted  with  the  literary  treasures  which  I  commu- 
nicated to  you  lately,  that  I  feel  impatient  to  offer  them  to  the 
public,  but  I  am  solicitous  to  secure  myself,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  partake  of  a.  reasonable  profit,  which  I  think  7/?«^/ result  from 
thcAvork.  Being  rather  diffident,  and  dreading  ''  (he  presumptuous 
sentence  of  periodical  criticism^**  I  called  on  my  old  acquintance 
Mr.  WiREwovE  IIoTPRESS,  (who  is  a  most  "  amiable'*  Book- 
seller and  an  '•'  enchanting**  man)  for  his  opinion ;  and  I  laid  be- 
fore him  my  account  of  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  nine  Folio 
Volumes  of  state-papers  in  M.  S.  which  I  had  discovered  and  a 
large  collection  of  private  letters  and  M  S.  verses  of  some  cele- 
brated poets  and  statesmen ;  and  I  hinted  at  what  might  be  done, 
if  I  were  encouraged  by  so  enlightened  a  judg.-.  Mr.  Wirewore 
Ilotpreps  "  g-/ow£*<i  zcith  peculiar  ysarmth  and  eagerness**  at  my 
proposal,  which  he  said  he  fully  understood,  without  seeing 

a  3  a  line 

■J-  With  a  few  exceptiens..  ♦   Life  of  Gray. 


I  have  indeed  endeavoured  to  look    far  into    the   service 
oi  the   time,  and  1    have  been  instructed  by   some  of  the 

best 

a  lint'  of  the  M.  S.  He  said  he  was  convinced  of  (heir  cxcellt-nce  ; 
and  if  I  could  bat  '^  weave  into  the  texture  of  my  memoirs''''  an  ex- 
lensire  collection  of  private  letters  and  posthumous  rhymes,  he 
would  answer  for  the  success.  He  hinted  that  it  was  not  very 
material  how  silly  and  uninteresting  the  greater  part  of  them 
might  be,  if  they  were  but  originals,  with  a  facsimile  of  the 
hand  writings,  if  possible.  He  hinted  also  that  if  the  compo- 
sition could  be  spun  out  (Mr.  Wircwove  Hotpress  is  very  exact 
in  his  metaphors)  into  three  or  more  large  volumes  in  royal 
quarto  "with  a  price  highly  gratifying  to  purchasers  after  a  long 
war,  or  at  the  commencement  of  anew  one,  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  say,  that  such  a  work  would  "  continue  to  sparkle 
*'  in  the  eyes  of  all  men^  like  the  radiant  star  of  the  evening^ 
♦'  perpetunlty  hailed  by  the  voice  of  gratitude,  uff'ection,  and 
*^  delight  !^^  When  I  proceeded  to  explain  more  minutely  the 
extent  of  my  work,  Mr.  Wirewovc,  with  an  ingenuous  suscepti- 
bility, assured  me  th^t  he  saw  that  "  there  was  a  principle 
of  unperishable  vitality''''  in  my  composition,  though  it  might 
chance  to  be  a  little  unequal  in  some  of  it's  parts;  for  that  very 
cloquentmansaid,  thcremightbe  "  calamitous  eclipses  of  the  mott 
r [fulgent  mind;''''  andjf,  he  added,  in  ^^zccavingyourtexturc,^^ 
you  should  sometimes  be  a  little  unintelligible,  it  was  common  to 
many  oi  the  greatest  geniuses  of  the  day,  literary  or  political^ 
from  existing  circumstances.  I  tqld  hiin,  I  believed  I  was  not 
without  fire  in  the  ardour  of  composing  and  connecting; 
though  I  modeatly  excepted  7ny  self  *  from  the  number  of  poets,  to 
which  exception  he  readily  agreed.  Oh,  I  understand  you, 
said  the  "  e«tAan//n^^"  creature,  (though  I  believe  he  was  a  little 
sly,  which  I  afterwards  discovered)  your  "^re  is  so  refined  and 
"  cethereal  that  it  cannot  be  expected  to  shine  in  the  gross  aimosm 
^^  phere  of  worldly  contention.'^  I  hope  Mr  Wirewove.you  don't 

mean 

*  Horare  and  Mr.  Hayley  (with  an  nmiable  syinj>atlj))  unite  ii(  tjiis  qpi- 
nion  of  themselves.  See  Mr.  H,  s  Letter  t«  Earl  Cowper  prefixed  to  his 
life  of  tbc  Po^t. 
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best,  the  noblest,  and  the  wisest  men  whom  ancient  and 

modern 


mean  that  — (for  I  did  not  quite  comprehend  his  metaphor 
about ''  zoorldly  contention''''  and  I  really  thought  he  hinted  that 
the  work  might  not  bustle  through  the  world,  or  in  other 
terms,  that  it  might  not  sell;)  — Oh,  not  at  all,  said  he,  lam  as 
innocent  as  yourself  of  any  meaning  whatsoever  :  it  must  sell,  if 
your  Memoirs  are  but  "  copious  and  produced  with  all  becoming 
dispatch."— I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  I  agreed  with  Mr. 
"VVirewoTC  Hotpress  for  — (you  may  guess  what,)  and  this  winter 
you  may  expect  three  royal  Ito.  volumes,  and  in  the  spring 
two  more,  as  copious  as  the  French  military  spawn  in  Egypt» 
When  the  work  is  actually  in  the  press  you  shall  hear  further. 

Your's,  &c.  &c." 

W.  C.  H.' 

N.  B.  The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  i« 
peculiarly  versed  in  thaphraseologij  of  Mr.  Havleyin  his  life 
OF  THE  POET  CowpER,  (lately  published)  from  which  he  ha« 
culled  a  few  (and  a  very  few)  of  the  choicest  flowers  of  language 
and  mefaphors  verbatim.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mark  the  pages 
rom  Mr   Hayley's  work  whence  they  arc  all  taken. 

As  to  the  publication  itself,  theletters  ofagreat  Poet  must  al- 
ways command  attention  on  their  first  appearance,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  an  Editor  of  such  compositions.  Of  Mr.Cowper's  Let- 
ters many  are  excellent  and  very  interesUng,  but  the  greater  part 
of  them  might  have  been  suppressed,  particularly  those  so  deeply 
tinctured  with  the  religion  of  Calvin,  which  is  now  sprcadino- 
in  this  Country  in  so  fatal  a  manner,  while  it's  votaries 
forget  that  this  system  *'  seems  to  rest  (as  it  is  well  expressed 
by  one  of  our  greatest  Divines*)  on  this  execrable  foundation, 
that  God  is  a  Tyrant."  The  elFccts  of  it  are  too  visible,  and 
will  long  continue  to  disturb  the  disturbed. 

jNIr.  Hayley's  language,  in  the  connecting  parts  of  the  work,  is 
such  a  sartago  loquendi  as  I  have  seldom  seen,  and  which  I  mark 

a  4  with 

•  Dr.  Balguy  (of  Wincheatf  r's)  Discourses,  Disc.  4.  p.  59. 
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modern  ages  have  produced  ;  and  till  years  steal  on  and 
wear  Hie  out  of  action  I  will,  if  occasion  should  offer,  yet 
stand  forth  in  the  same  common  cause.  Sic  Drancis  dictef 
refellam. 

But  we  should  all  remember,  that  in  an  empire  exten- 
sive, opulent,  luxurious,  and  commercial  like  Great  Bri- 
tain, many  new  regulations  and  new  ordinances'  founded 
on  constitutional  principles  must  be  expected,  and  loudly 
called  for  in  the  days  of  general  convulsion.  Lakes  and 
quiet  streams  may  be  bounded  safely  by  banks  of  verdure 
and  flowers;  but  the  ocean,  turbulent  and  tempestuous, 
can  be  confined  alone  by  rocks  and  mountains.  We  have 
given  to  the  surrounding  nations  the  example  of  steadi- 
ness, of  unanimity,  of  a  fixed  aversion  to  political  change, 
and  of  the  loftiest  refusal  of  all  submission  to  the  com- 
mon   FOE    AND     UNIVERSAL     TYRANT,    in    OUr     COUncils 

jnd  actions  abroad  and  at  home. 

I  am  decidedly  convinced  that  the  principles  of  Repub- 
lican or  Consular  France,  (or  of  any  mode  of  government 

she 

with  regret  on  such  a  topic ;  for  it  is  affected  and  flimsy, 
ivith  idle  tautology  aud  ridiculous  metaphors  :  Mr.  H.'s  sen- 
timents also  are  sometimes  very  exceptionable.  Mr.  Cowper'« 
posthumous  Terscs  are  in  general  far  too  trifling  for  the  public 
inspection,  and  should  have  been  omitted  ;  but,  aliter  nonjit^ 
Avite,  Liber.  Above  all,  in  drawing  the  picture  of  the  Poet, 
humanity  and  good  sense  equally  required  that  the  judgment 
qf  'JTimanthes  should  have  been  exercised. 

This  exeellent  and  virtuous  Man,  Mr.  Cowper,  must  be 
considered  as  claiming  the  title  of  A  Poet  chiefly  from  The 
Task,  which  is  a  work  equally  sublime,  pathetic,  interesting 
and  original. 

Custodiat  urnam 
Can*  Fides,  rlgilcntquc  perenni  Jampade  Musa; ! 

(May,  1803.) 
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she  may  hereafter  adopt)  wherever  they  are  introducecJ,  mo- 
dified or  disguised,  can  never  uUimately  suffer  the  existence 
of  any  one  ancient  or  present  institution  or  establishment, 
poHtical  or  religious,  in  this  kingdom,  or  in  any  state  in 
Europe  or  in  Asia.  It  is  idle,  or  rather  it  is  wicked,  to  sup- 
pose that  we  can  now  be  lulled  into  such  a  false  security, 
and  sleep  the  sleep  of  death  under  the  torpor  of  such  a 
desperate  and  wilful  credulity. 

I  trust  Great  Britain  will  never  be  delivered  over  by  her 
Ministers,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  a  directorial,  or  to  a  con- 
sular, or  to  an  imperial  dynasty.  No  :  though  under  the  se- 
verest pressure  and  the  most  acknowledged  perils,  our  glory- 
is  not  tarnished;  our  possessions  are  increased  ;  our  monar- 
chal SUPREMACY  ON  THE  OCEAN  IS  CONFIRMED.  Mr. 
Pitt  (to  whose  deep  classical  erudition  every  scholar  will 
assent,  and  who  must  know  and  feel  the  affinity  which  a 
poet  bears  to  an  orator,)  may  possibly  remember,  (or  he  will 
certainly  read  with  pleasure,)  the  following  lines,  at  once  tri- 
umphant and  affecting,  in  the  dark  but  sublime  Monodia  of 
the  poet  of  Chalcis : 

©AAASIHL  XKHHTPA  KAI  MONAPXIAN 

AABONTES!— y>c  apnc-rov,   aSXi*  Tla,r^i;y 

Kv^o;  joiapav&cv  iyx.cc.rc,)(.fv^-A;  ^r^^uil    (A) 

The  enthusiasm  of  literary  men  may  awhile  be  led  astray 
by  an  undiscerning  predilection  for  the  republics  of  anti- 
quity, and  the  fasces  which  preceded  Cato  and  the  elder 
Brutus.  But  I  hope  there  never  will  be  found,  either  no;«r 
or  hereafter  in  Great  Britain,  a  Muse  so  servile,  so  degraded, 
so  lost,  so  forgetful  of  her  honour  and  of  her  high  preroga- 
tive, as  to  offer  incense  at  the  throne,  or  at  the  shrine,  of  a 
French  Consul,  or  a  French  PLmperor,  reeking  with  the  inno- 
cent blood  of  unoffending  Egypt,  and  haughty  from  the  de- 
solation of  Marengo. 

We 

(A)  Tycopliron.  Alexandra,  r.   1.  1229. 
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Wc  must  remember  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  French- 
Revolution,  for  we  feel  it  in  all  it's  consequences  throughout 
Europe,  Asia  and  America.  Mr.  Burke  first  read  the  Hand- 
writing on  the  great  Wall  of  France,  and  made  known  to 
the  world  the  interpretation  thereof;  and  I  also  wish  to  pre- 
sent the  Picture  of  the  state  of  Europe  as  drawn  in  the  year 
1794,  that  it  may  not  pass  irom  our  mind  without  the  illus- 
tiation  of  Poetry,  (i) 

*'  Through  Europe's  bounds,  'tis  her  devoted  age, 
Fires  from  M'ithin  and  central  thunders  rage:   (k) 
On  Callia's  shores  I  mark  the  unhallow'd  jjow'r, 
Her  godless  regents  feel  tiic  madd'ning  hour, 
Dread  architects  of  ruin  and  of  crime, 
In  reroiution's  permanence  sublime, 
And  cruel  nonsense!  o'er  the  astonish'd  World 
The  flag  of  dire  equality  unfuri'd. 
Drizzling  Avith  blood  of  millions,  streams  in  air  ; 

ThC'Croll,    FRATEltNAL  FUEEDQM,    DE.VTU,    DESPAIR? 

They  pass  :  nor  Rhine  nor  Rubicon  they  know  ; 
Torrents  may  roar,  or  tranquil  streams  may  flow, 
In  unappaU'd  protrusion  on  they  burst, 
All  nations  cursing,  by  all  nations  curst. 

Lo,  l^elgiuni  yields  to  unresisted  fate  ; 
l\'ithin  her  ministers  of  terror  Mait : 
^Nature  with  rod  pctrific  smites  the  land, 
And  binds  the  floods  in  adamantine  band. 
Till  Gallia's  Chief  in  right  of  William  sways, 
And  Freedom,  once  with  life-drops  bought,  obeys. 

See,  where  dismember'd  trembling  Spain  resigns 
Peruvia's  radiance,  aud  Potosi's  mines  : 
The  pillars  of  The  F/rEiiNAE  City  bow, 
Aud  the  tiara  from  the  Pontiff's  brow 

(i)  Sec  the  Imperial  Kpistle  from  Kien  Long  Kmpcror  of  China 
to  George  the  3d.  (v.  3f30,  &c.)  translated  by  the  author  of  the 
P.  of  L. — The  delineaiion  of  Consular  and  Imperial  France 
yet  remains  for  a  future  Poet. 
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Drops  to  the  dust,  no  more  in  Peter's  fane  ■     '  ^t 

The  CoHsistorial  Brotherhood  shall  reign. 

Yet  see;   the  turban  nods  by  factions  torn  ; 

A  length'ning,  sad,  and  sullen  sound  is  boroe 

Around  Sophia's  hallow'd  conscious  Avails, 

Mutt'ring  the  doom  denounc'd:  her  Crcsccut  falls. 

Still  tiew,  in  Avestern  (/)  climes  Death's  palest  horse 
With  pestilence  and  slaughter  marks  his  course, 
While  dusky  tribes,  with  more  than  maniac  rage 
Rending  their  brazen  bonds,  iu  war  engage: 
For  France  still  burns  to  make,  with  dire  intent, 
Hell  and  tuis  world  one  realm,  (tti)  one  continent!'* 

When  I  have  contemplated  this  Picture,  I  am  indeed  veiy 
grateful  for  the  name  and  rights  of  an  Englishman,  and  I 
have  been  awakened  to  join  in  the  endeavour  to  preserve 
them. 

I  confess  that  I  have  a  settled  contempt  for  nonsense 
and  sophistry ;  and  1  feel  a  sharpnesi  in  my  nature  against 
every  species  of  innovation  which  is  hazardous  and  unne. 
cessary,  and  against  the  very  approach  of  that  political  re- 
form, which  must  prove  the  certain  harbinger  and  vaunt 
courier  of  revolution,  democracy,  and  all  the  variety  ot 
wickedness  and  of  horror. 

The  charge  of  malignity,  or  of  ill-nature,  against  the  per- 
son of  any  individual,  as  such,  I  utterly  disclaim  and  so- 
lemnly deny,  because  it  is  not  true.  li  however  my  ^'*i- 
tings  should  descend  to  other  times,  I  will,  with  respect 
to  that  charge  and  to  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  confi- 
dently address  myself  to  them  in  the  language  of  poetry  and 
of  truth; 

Sanr ta  ad  vos  Anima,  fttqtic  ixti'us  insa'a  culpccy 

Descendam  doctorum  baud  unquam  ublUus  avorum. 

But  in  a  composition,    like  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  when 

judgment  is  to  be  given  on  men,  their  works,  their  aciions, 

and  their  writings  in  the  hour  of  instant  danger,  it  is  impos- 

^ ^ih'e 

(/)  The  west  Indies, 
(w)  A  >erse  from  M»ltou  P.  L. 
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sible  to  set  off  one  quality  by  another.  We  have  unfor- 
tunately lived  to  see  and  hear  men,  in  comparison  of  whom 
Bolingbroke  was  humble,  Milton  was  mild,  aiii  Hobbe« 
was  rational.  On  all  the  great  and  master  principles,  wh}ch 
maintain  and  invigorate  the  life  and  the  healthful  i-xistence 
of  this  kint^dom  and  of  all  civilized  states,  the  public  opi- 
nion muit  now  be  concentrated  with  as  little  divergence  as 
possible.  For  this  powerful  and  unanswerable  reason,  if 
men  of  birth  and  fortune,  Senators  or  Statesmen,  are  found 
virtually  conspiring,  or  contributing  by  different  means  with 
xn^n  of  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  to  produce  the  same  ef- 
fect, I  mean,  the  subversion  of  their  Country  and  of  it's  Con- 
stitution ;  their  rank  is  then  annihilated,  the  political  distance 
between  them  is  lost,  and  they  must  appear  together  on  the 
.same  canvas  and  in  the  same  colours.  We  are  tired  of 
Gallic  phrases,  the  honours  of  the  sitting,  and  the  fraternal 
kiss,  {ii) 

Consiimpta  est  fabula  vulgi, 
VA  cantata  diu  riscrunt  Osciila  Gives. 

l^ut  of  Gallic  principles,  sentiments,  and  resolutions  we 
must  hold  another  language.  Formerly  indeed  it  was 
esteemed  a  cr\\r\t  to  scatter  abroad  ambiguous  expres- 
sions among  the  people.  But  now  when  all  govern- 
ments 

(n)  It  reminds  inc  of  a  book  written  by  Sir  John  Birkenhead 
in  the  tiaic  of  the  civil  wars,  entitled,  "  the  Cuilduen's 
*■'-  Dictionary,  being  an  exact  collection  of  all  new  words, 
"  horn  since  November  3, 1 640,  in  speeches,  prayers,  and  sermons, 
••'  as  well  those  that  signify  something,  as  those  that  signify 
"  noflung.''''  In  the  last  edition  of  the  French  Academy's  Dic- 
tionary, just  printed  at  Paris,  there  is  an  Appendix,  something 
like  the  Children's  Dictionary,  of  the  Sanx-Culottides^  the 
*'  Decadairex^^^  &c.  &c.  Such  is  the  Taried  jargon  wliich  hypo, 
crisy  invented  and  blattered  forth  in  the  last  century,  and  Ja- 
cobinism has  revived  ia  the  present  ago. 


Ssepe 


Bilem,  saepc  jocum  takti  movere  tu-multus 
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nrents  and  establishments  are  shaking  around  us,  we  arc  to 
be  told  with  effrontery  and  impunity  in  public  papers  which 
pass  from  hand  to  hand,  through  cities,  towns,  and  villages, 
that,  where  there  is  no  despotism  there  is  no  usurpation,  and 
that  the  authority  of  an  usurper,  while  he  conforms  to  law* 
of  his  own  making,  is  legal.  What  is  this  but  to  overthrow 
the  principle  of  all  just  obedience,  and  the  basis  of  every  es- 
tablished government?  What  is  it  but  to  invite  the  subjects 
of  every  kingdom  to  revolution  and  open  rebellion,  from  the 
example  of  a  foitunatc  soldier?  But  I  hope  still,  that  THE 
People  OF  THIS  COUNTRY  will  for  ever  remember,  and  act 
under  the  impression  ot  the  words  oi  an  ardent,  powerful, 
and  eloquent  writer,  that"  From  the  beginning  of  the  world 
"  to  this  day,  there  never  was  any  great  public  or 
"  PRIVATE  VILLAINY  acted  by  men,  and  submitted  to, 
"  but  upon  the  strength  of  some  great  fallacy  put  upon 
"  their  minds,  by  a  false  representation  of  good  for  evil, 
"  and  of  evil  for  good." 

We  cannot  now,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall,  consent  to 
hear  the  raving  o'i  Clubs  declared  to  be  the  national  opinion  ; 
and  in  the  same  sentence,  to  hear  that  national  opinion  declared 
*'  to  possess  a  just  authority  over  the  proceedings  of  the 
*'  Legislature,"  [i)  I  think  that  the  Essence  of  the  Jaco- 
bin 

(i)  Read  the  Declaration  of  the  ^^'l^g  Club  on  January  'iS, 
1796,  signed,  Charles  James  Fox  I  In  the  copy  now  before 
me,  printeil  for  R.  White,  riccadilly,  1790,  this  f)cclaratioD  is 
asserted  to  be  the  composition  oi  Mr  Shehidax,  Mr.  I-'uskine, 
Mr.  Francis,  all  Members  of  Pailiaraent.  and  of  Mr  James 
Mackintosh,  who  is  noai  A.  D.  (1800.)  a  Keader  of  Public  Lec- 
tures on  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Nations  in  the  Hall  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  that  llo7iourable  Sodrty  *■  I  ap- 
peal to  printed  pamphlets,  and  to  matters  of  fact :  but  in  this  in- 
stance I  shall  leave  the  comment  to  the  reader.     Dec,  1800. 

*  See  the  words  in  the  title-page  of  Mr  Mackintosh's  Introductory  Di«- 
(.ourse,  3d  edit,  CadeU.  ISOC 
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bm  Club-doctrinc,  in  what  country  soever  such  Clubs  are 
instituted  and  continued,  may  be  properly  and  adequately  stated 
(and  may  all  the  loyal  and  reflecting  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  never  forget  their  inevitable  tendency  and  irre- 
versible conclusion  !)  to  consist  in  these  positions ;  namely  : 

•*  To  call  the  People  of  any  country  the  Sovereign  Power 
*•  in  opposition  to  the  lawful,  permanent,  and  established 
*'  authority  vested  in  the  Governors  of  it : 

"  To  call  the  sense  of  Clubs  associated  the  sense  of  that 
••  Sovereign  People: 

•*  That  when  those  Clubs  have  thought  proper  to  deliver 
•'  and  publish  their  doctrines  and  resolutions,  to  declare 
•'that  THE   SOVEREIGN    People  have  in  effect  spoken 

••  THEIR  Vl^ILL  : 

"  That  in  consequence  of  this  their  sovereign 
*•  Will,  the  measures  of  a  government  are  to  be  changed, 
•*  ministers  deposed,  a  King  dethroned,  and  a  constitution 
♦*  regenerated ! 

"  That  further,  as  these  momentoas  concerns  are  carried 
••  OB  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  of  any  kingdom,  it  is  virtu- 
•*  ally  to  declare,  that  the  sense  of  the  disaffected  part  of 
••  the  People  of  that  metropolis  is  the  controlling 
•*  POWER  OF  THE  STATE;as  the  Government  and  it's  Minis- 
•*  ters  can  neither  be  overawed,  nor  feized  upon  in  any  other 
••  place ; — and  particularly  as  all  the  other  disaffected 
*'  Clubs  in  the  country  cftablish  their  doctrines  and 
*'  found  their  resolutions  on  the  grand  Metropolitan  Heresy." 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  that  informe  Cadaver,  of  that  shape- 
less body  which  has  been  dragged  forth  and  exposed  to  the 
light  of  heaven.  For  we  must  never  suffer  this  truth  to  pass 
from  our  minds,  namely  that. 

To  Preserve  the  Metropolis  is  to  preserve 
THE  Empire. 

Prodita 
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Proditadum  laxant  portanim  claustraTyrannis, 
Magnum  aliquod  dubi'i  pro  Libertate  decebit ! 

Jacobinism  in  her  natural,  ferocious,  and  unsofiened  fea- 
tures has  for  a  season  slunk  away  from  the  public  loathing 
in  Great  Britain  ;  but  we  may  depend  upon  it,  she  yet  "  lies 
'•  couching  head  on  ground,  with  catlike  watch  ;'*  though 
in  this  country  the  Monster  has  lost  many  of  her  offspring, 
whom  true  reason  and  sober  philosophy  have  torn  from  her. 
Deserta  sub  autro 

Accubat  Ilia  jacens  !  ubi  enim  quibus  ubcra  pascat, 

Aut  quos  ingenti  premat  exspectata  ruuia  ? 

Hactenus  arma,  tabae,  ferrumque,  etTulnera.  (A) 

But  surely  the  most  powerful  light  should  still  continue  to  be 
thrown  on  her  secret  caverns  and  skulking  places ;  tor  tlw: 
sleeping  and  the  inactive  will  be  her  prey.  We  have  rea- 
son still  to  watch  over  our  safety,  while  so  many  of  the  ori- 
ginal principles  of  Jacobinism  are  not  only  unretracte<^l  but 
solemnly  avowed,  and  openly  renewed  at  stated  periods, 
by  men  who  would  be  thought  worthy  of  high  political  trust, 
and  of  their  Country's  best  confidence  and  consideration. 

Idle  compliments  however,  timid  compronnsing,  fatal 
half-measures,  and  the  taise  politeness  of  submission  to  names 
must  not  once  be  heard  of  at  such  a  time,  when  the  powers 
of  darkness,  of  tyranny,  of  ignorance,  and  of  sophistry  are 
set  in  array  against  us. 

We  are  not  fallen  :  we  may  yet  travel  on  in  the  greatness 
of  our  imparted  stiength,  since  we  know  in  what,  and  in 
whoiri,  we  have  trusted.  We  must  also  preserve  the  dignity 
of  Learning  in  all  her  original  brightness  and  integrity,  for 
we  are  not  in  the  ruins  ^  our  Athens  ;  but  in  the  v^ralks 
of  Literature,  of  true  philosophy,  and  of  unshrinking 
eloquence,  we  have  yet  something  more  to  shew  than  the 
Lantern  cf  Demosthenes, 

la 

(i)  Stat.  Theb.  L.  10. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  obfervc  that  the  following  of 
similar  words,  or  the  substance  of  them,  are  recorded  to 
have  been  delivered  in  Parliament  a  few  years  before  tlie 
Rebellion  in  1745.  ^  shall  apply  the  spirit  of  them  to  the 
enemies  of  the  principles  of  this  work  on  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature,  but  not  to  the  enemies  of  the  work  itself,  which, 
as  a  composition,  I  most  willingly  leave  to  their  censure. 
The  words  are  these  :*  "  The  heat  which  has  offended  them 
•*  is  the  ardour  ol  conviction,  and  that  zeal  for  the  service 
•*  of  my  country,  which  neither  hope  nor  fear  shall  influence 
**  me  to  suppress.  I  will  not  sit  unconcerned  when 
"  (public)  Liberty  is  threatened  or  invaded  ;  nor  look  in 
•*  silence  on  (intended)  public  Robberv.  I  will  exert 
*'  my  endeavours,  at  whatever  hazard,  to  drag  the  aggres- 
••  sors  to  justice,  whoever  may  protect  them,  or  whoever 
•*  may   (ultimately)  partake    of  the   national    plun- 

••  DER  !" 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Speaker  was  William  Pitt,  and  the 
Reporter,  Samuel  Johnson.  But  whether  the  words  were 
ever  spoken,  and  faithfully  reported,  or  only  ingeniously 
invented  and  applied,  the  substance  of  them  I  adopt  and 
publickly  profess  as  my  unequivocal  sentiments,  as  far  as 
they  can  be  applicable  to  any  endeavours,  or  to  any  labour* 
of  mine. 

With  the  same  firmness  therefore,  and  with  the  same 
unabated,  deliberate  confidence  of  intention  with  which 
I  first  submitted  this  volume  to  the  public,  I  again  respect- 
fully offer  it  to  the  serious  regard  and  impartial  judgment 
of  the  British  Nation. 

Doctrine    h.cc   Vindex  Genio   monita   alta   Britanno  I 


*  Dr.  Johnson's  Parliameotary  Debates  i«  1741,  vol.  1.  p.  307. 
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TO 


THE  READER 


^XfAM  TlcifVOC.a'ii 

TON  AAHAON  ANAPA  ff«vT  ix^-vtiA  * 


I  RECOMMEND  the  following  anecdote  to  saga- 
,cious  persons,  who  know  all  authors  (and  me 
among  the  rest)  by  their  style,  or  by  any  other 
certain  or  infallible  sign.  The  anecdote  is  known 
to  those  who  are  accurately  versed  in  literary 
history. 

Julius  Scaliger  wrote  and  published  an  ora- 
tion, without  his  name,  against  the  celebrated 
tract  by  Erasmus,  entitled  Ciceronianus.  Erasmus, 

B 

*  Soph.  yEd.  T.  t.  481. 
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having  perused  it,  immediately,  (and  upon  con- 
viction as  he  thought,)  fixed  upon  Hieronimus 
Aleander,  ^\  ho  was  afterwards  made  an  Arch- 
bishop by  Leo  X.  and  a  Cardinal  by  Pope  Paul 
the  Third,  as  the  author  of  the  whole,  or  of  the 
greatest  part  of  it,  by  signs  which  he  conceived 
to  be  certain  and  infallible.  These  signs  were 
strong  indeed  ;  his  phraseology,  his  manner  of 
speaking,  his  peculiar  diction,  his  habits  of  life, 
and  even  the  very  intercourse  which  Erasmus 
had  daily  with  him.  Nay,  his  genius  and  dis- 
position were  so  evident,  that  Aleander  could 
not  be  more  intimately  known  to  himself,  than 
be  was  to  Erasmus. 

Yet  Erasmus  was  mistaken  entirely. 

His  judgment  and  sagacity  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  but  hear  his  own  words,  for  on  such  an 
occasion,  as  the  present,  they  are  peculiarly 
remarkable.  "  Ex  phrasi,  ex  ore,  ex  locutione, 
*'  aliisque  compluribus,  mihi  persuasi  HOC  opus, 
"  maxima  saltern  ex  parte,  esse  Hieronimi  Ale- 
*'  andri.     Nam  mihi  Genius  illius  ex  domestico 


xxiu 
'^  convictu  adco  cognitus  perspcctusque  est,  lit 
•"  ipse  sibi  non  possit  esse  notior ! !"  {a) 

I  recommend  this  anecdote  to  the  considera- 
tion of  those  persons  who  from  random  conjec- 
ture, without  any  knowledge,  and  without  any 
/?7'oo/ whatsoever,  continue  to  ascribe  tlie  follow- 
ing work  to  men,  who  are  all  equally  guiltless  of 
m?/  labours,  and  all  equally  ignorant  of  ???j/  inten- 
^ioris.  {b)    But  I  beUeve,  no  gentleman  to  whom 

(a)  Erasmi  Epist.  370.  c  1755.     Op,  Fol.  Ed.  Opt.  Lugd. 

(6)  There  is  a  pleasant  passage  in  one  of  Pascal's  Provincial 
Letters,  in  which  the  Author  and  a  Father  Confessor  hold  a 
conference  concerning  some  accredited  Casuists,  and  thtj  ne^v 
morality.  The  Dialogue  is  smart  and  sprightly,  and  easily 
adapted  to  the  Probabili/i/  Corps  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
Confessor  says;  "  Nous  laissons  les  Peres  a  ceux  qui  traitcnt 
la  Positive;  nous  ne  citons  dans  nos  ecrits  que  les  nouveaux 
Casuistos'.— '  Mais  qui  sent  ces  nouveaux  Autcurs  ?' — Ce  sont 
desgens  bien  habiles  et  bicn  celebres  (i.  e  persons  whose  names 
were  scarcely  crer  heard  of)  C'est  Villalobos,  Conink,  Lamas, 
Achokier,  Dealkoscr,  Bobadiila,  &c.  kc.  lVc— "  O  mon  Pere, 
lui-disje  tout  effraye,  tons  ces  gens  la  etoient-ils  Chretiens  ?" 
—Comment  Chretiens?  me  repondit  il.  Ne  vous  di^ois-je,  que 
ce  sont  les  seuls  par  qui  nous  gouvernons,  Sec. —  Celu  -mc  Jit 
pitie ;  (said  Pascal,)  niais  jc  ne  lui  temoijjnai  rien.'  J.ettres 
Proviucialcs.  L.  5. 
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it  cither  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  liberally 
or  illiberally  attributed,  will  so  far  forget  his 
character,  as  to  appropriate  mi/  composition  to 
liimself.  **  The  Town's  enquiring  yet ;"  and 
will  enquire,  as  I  think,  for  a  long  time. 

Factonim  est  copia  nobis  ; 
Hoc  fit  quod  litnirc  viviimis  :   ilia  domus, 
Ilia  mihi  sedes,  illic  mca  carpitur  aitas. 

The  Firft  Dialogue  was  first  published  in 
May  1794,  the  Second  and  Third  in  June  1106, 
and  the  Fourth  Dialogue  in  July  1797 ;  since 
which  time,  numerous  alterations,  corrections, 
and  additions,  have  been  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  Poem,  and  ip  the  notes. 


N.  B.  I  hg  leave  to  subjoin  my  opinion,  that  if  the  Poem 
on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  once  carefully  read  without 
reference  to  the  notes,  the  plan,  the  connection,  and  the 
manner  of  it  will  be  perceived. 


A.V 

INTRODUCTORY  LETTER  (a) 

TO 

J  FRIEND 

OM 

THE  GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  THE  FOLLOUkVG  POEM 

OX 

THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 

Nel  ccrchio  accolto, 
Mormoro  potentissirae  parole  ; 
Giro  tre  volte  all'  oriente  il  volto, 
Tre  Tolte  ai  regni  ore  dechina  il  sole  ; 
*'  Onde  taato  iiidugiar  ?  fouse  attendetb 

"  VoCI  ANCOR  PIU  POTENTI,    O  PIU  SECUETE  ?"    (ou) 

Dear  Sir, 

As  the  publick  have  thought  proper  to  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  the  following  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature, 
the  parts  of  which  I  have  presented  to  their  consideration, 
and  for  their  use,  at  various  intervals;  I  have  now  col- 
lected the   whole  into  one  volume,    alter  such  a  revision 

and 

(a)  This  Letter  yrB.<iJirsi  prefixed  to  the  Fifth  Edition  of  the 
P.  of  L.  when  the  room  was  lirst  published  iu  one  voluajs  ia 
January  17PS. 

(an)  Tasso  G.  L.  Cant.  l."^. 


aiiJ  concciion  as  appeared  to  be  necessary.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  address  this  introduction  to  you.  As  a  mark  of 
my  friendship,  I  trust  it  is  decisive.  I  always  thought  with 
Junius,  that  a  printed  paper  receives  very  little  consi- 
deration iVoni  the  most  respectable  signature;  but  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  insinuate,  with  that  great  and  consum- 
mate writer,  that  my  name  would  carry  any  weight  with  it. 
I  must  own  however,  that  I  smile  at  the  various  authors  to 
whom  my  work  has  been  ascribed.  Doctors,  Dramatic 
Writers,  Royal  Treasurers,  Divines,  Orators,  Lawyers,  Greek 
Professors,  School-masters,  Bath  guides,  and  Physicians, 
have  all  been  named  with  confidence.  Sometimes  the  whole 
is  said  to  have  been  written  by  one  man,  at  others,  it  is 
asserted,   that  ten  or  perhaps  twenty  are  concerned  in  it. 

Criticisms  and  dissenting  conjectures  on  the  subject  are 
alike  the  object  of  my  ineffable  contempt.  More  sagacity 
must  be  exerted  than  the  Ardelios  [b]  of  the  day  are  masters  of, 
v'ho  are  so  kind  as  to  think  of  me,  who  most  certainly  never 
think  of  them.  It  is  however  my  resolution,  that  not  one 
of  these  idle  conjectures  shall  ever  be  extended  to  you. 
*'  Quid  de  me  alii loquantur,  ipsi  videant;  sed  loquentur 
*'  tamcn."  [bb]  It  is  a  voice  ;  nothing  more.  Prudence 
indeed  suggests  a  caution  which  I  unwillingly  adopt,  and 
restrains  the  eagerness  I  feel  for  the  display  of  your  virtues 
and  of  your  talents.  But  those  virtues  must  at  present  be 
left  to  the  testimony  of  your  own  conscience,  and  your  talents 
within  those  limits  of  exertion,  in  which  an  undiscerning 
spirit  has  too  long  suffered  them  to  be  confined.  The  bird 
of  day  however  always  looks  to  the  sun. 

In 

{b)  "  Y.?>t  Ardelioiium  quaedani  Romx'  natio, 
Trepid^  concursans,  occupata  in  otio, 
Gratis  aiihelan';,  inulta  agendo  nihil  agens, 
Sibi  niolesta,  et  aliis  odiosissima."         Pfixdrus. 
bb)  Cic.  Somn.  Scip.  Sect.  7. 


in  regard  to  writing  in  general,  the  public  expect 
heither  thanks,  nor  gratitude  from  an  author  for  their 
favourable  reception  ot  his  work.  If  it  is  unworthy  of  their 
tiotice,  it  is  left  to  perish  with  the  poetry  of  Knight,  and  with 
the  prose  of  Lauderdale.  "  I  cannot  indeed  affect  to  believe, 
**  that  Nature  has  wholly  disqualified  me  for  all  literary 
*'  pursuUs  ;"  (c)  yet  I  would  not  trouble  the  publick,  or 
myself,  with  this  new  edition  of  my  Poem,  if  I  did  riot 
think  it  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
attention  which  has  been  given  to  it ;  and  when  1  have 
commanded  a  silence  within  my  own  breast,  I  think  a  still 
small  voice  may  whisper  those  gratulations,  from  which  an 
honest  man  may  best  derive  comfort  from  the  past,  and 
motives  for  future  action. 

The  v/ayward  nature  of  the  time,  and  the  paramour:'! 
necessity  of  securing  to  this  kingdom  her  political 
and  religious  existence,  and  the  rights  of  society,  have 
stimulated  me,  as  you  well  know,  to  offer  ihs  endeavour 
to  preserve  them,  by  a  solemn,  laborious,  and  disinterested 
appeal  to  my  countrymen.  It  is  designed  to  conduct  them 
through  the  labyrinths  of  literature ;  to  convince  them 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  understanding  and  affections 
are  either  bewildered,  or  darkened,  or  enervated,  or  degraded  ; 
and  to  point  out  the  fatal  paths  which  would  lead  us  all 
either  to  final  destruction,    or  to  complicated  misery. 

I  am  not  yet  so  old  as  to  say,  with  the  desponding  Bard, 

Vitae  est  avidus  quisquis  non  vult, 

MuNDo  SECUM  PEREUNTE,  mori  ;  (cc) 

yet  1  see,  with  sorrow  and   fear,  the  political  constitutions 

of  Europe   falling    around    us,     or    crumbling    into    dust, 

iinder  the  tyrannical  Republic  of  France.     She  commenced 

B  4  with 

(t)  The  words  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  Misc.  Works,  4(o,  vol.  I.  p,  3  \, 
{^cc)  Sciicca. 


with  an  imperious  injunction  to  the  surrounding  nations  not 
to  interpose  in  her  domestic  government,  vvliile  at  the  very 
same  moment,  she  herself  was  intertering  and  disturbing 
them  all.  She  has  indeed  terminated  in  the  change  or 
overthrow  of  each  of  them,  hut  oj  this  kingdom. 

Frenchmen  were  always  brutal,  when  unrestrained. 
With  their  own  domestic  misery  and  wickedness  they 
never  were  satisfied.  In  these  latter  days  they  have  been 
neighing  after  the  constitution  of  their  neighbours,  in  their 
lawless  lustihood.  They  first  deflower  the  purity  of  the 
struggling  or  half-consenting  victims,  and  then  with  their 
ruffian  daggers  they  stifle  at  once  the  voice,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  pollution.  Such  are  their  abominations  ; 
such  are  their  orgies  of  blood  and  lust :  and  when  their 
cruelty  is  at  last  wearied  out  and  e.\hausted,  and  demands 
a  pause,  they  call  it  clemency. 

France  had  been  long  looking  for  that,  which  her 
philosophers  had  taught  her  to  term,  the  parallelism 
OF  THE  sword;  and  she  has  found  it.  That  sword 
has  indeed  swept  down  not  only  every  royal  crest,  and 
every  head  which  raised  itself  above  the  plain  of  their 
equality.  Such  is  their  quaint  and  Isrocious  language. 
And  now,  when  Englishmen  are  to  be  warned  against 
the  introduction  of  the  horrid  system,  no  appeal  is  to  be 
made  to  the  common  feelings  and  passions  of  our  nature, 
(this  it  seems,  is  ileclamation  ;)  no  scenes  of  terror,  and 
cruelty,  and  desolation  arc  to  be  laid  before  them,  but  dry 
reasoning  and  mathematical  calculations  oi  the  quantum  oS. 
misery,  plunder»  and  blood  necessary  for  the  production, 
and  establishment  in  England,  of  this  blessed  revolutionary 
government. 

We 
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We  will  not  however  be  insulted  and  fooled  out  of 
our  existence,  or  of  our  understanding.  "  Our  sentence 
"  is  for  open  war,"  till  we  can  be  safe.  England  is  still  pre- 
pared, and  alert,  and  vigorous,  and  opulent,  and  generous, 
and  bold,  and  undismayed :  she  has  not  cast  away 
her  confidence.  Among  the  bands  and  associated  energies 
of  England  I  also,  \n  my  degree  and  very  limited  capa- 
city, will  struggle  for  the  principle  of  her  life.  I  feel,  in 
common  with  the  wise  and  the  reflecting,  that  the  consti- 
tution of  Great  Britain,  even  with  it's  real  or  apparent 
defects,  is  worthy  of  continuance,  and  I  hope  of  perpe- 
tuity. Our  ancestors  in  1688  once  adopted  the  words  of 
the  aged  Patriarch,  "  We  have  blessed  it :  yea,  and  it  shall 
•'  be  blessed."  In  this  one  response,  1  trust  we  shall  all  be 
orthodox;  and  with  one  heart  and  voice  condemn  all  the 
heresies  of  Gallic  policy,  in  the  words  of  the  Alexandrian 

i-ilturgy  01  old  J   Tft»t)  aipEo-iwv  xaraXufrov  t«.  ^pvay/xara.   (ci) 

Government  and  Literature  are  now  more  than  ever 
intimately  connected  ;  and  the  history  of  the  last  thirty 
years  proves  it  beyond  a  controversy.  Still  it  is  difficult  to 
rouse  the  attention  of  men,  and  to  persuade  them  of  the  fact ; 
but  I  have  attempted  it.  I  thought  it  just  and  right  to  set 
before  them  excellence  opposed  to  excellence,  e)  as  well  as 
error  contrasted  to  error.  In  the  present  change  of  man- 
ners, opinions,  government,  and  learning,  you  may  re- 
member I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  in  which,  after  some 
reflection,  you  concurred,  that  a  variation  is  now  required 

in 

(d)  Liturgla  Sancti  Grogorii  Alexandruia.  liiturg.  Oriental. 
Collect.  Vol.  1.  p.  107.  Edit.  Paris.  1716. 

(c)  Ayafej  KyaSo*,-  cciT'^iTc^rfj.  DIon.  Ifalicarn.  ad  Cne. 
Pompeium  de  Platone  Epist.  p.  737.  Sect.  1.  Vol.  *6.  Ed, 
Rei^ke.  1777. 


fn  the  mode  of  conducting  satirical  writing.  I  mean,  b^ 
Calling  in  the  reciprocal  assistance  of  poetry  and  prose  in  the 
same  work,  tor  the  great  end  ;  if  it  is  designed  for  general 
perusal,  and  for  an  extended  application.  I  think  this  work 
is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind,  in  the  sense  which  I  propose. 

I  know  not  whether  I  am  mistaken,  but,  as  it  appearl 
to  me,  the  power  of  legitimate  Satire  thus  extended,  and 
strengthened  with  the  rampart  of  prose»  and  fully  under- 
stood, is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  literary  support  left.  1 
am  sure  it  cannot  be  construed  into  an  hired  service.  It 
has  nothing  in  it  of  professional  labour ;  and  as  to  inte- 
rested views  of  personal  profit  or  promotion,  how  can  they 
be  consistent  with  it  ?  It  is  as  true  in  our  time  as  in  that 
of  Dryden,  (I  will  give  you  his  own  words,)  that  "  the 
"  common  libellers  of  the  day  are  as  free  from  the  impu- 
*'  tation  of  wit,  as  of  morality."  Satire  has  another  tone 
and  another  character.  All  publick  men,  however  dis- 
tinguished, must  in  their  turns  submit  to  it,  if  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  the  state.  The  altar  and  the  throne,  the 
minister  and  the  statesman,  may  feel  and  own  its  influ- 
ence. I  would  express  myself  with  diffidence  of  any 
Satirist;  yet  of  the  office  itself,  and  of  its  higher  functions, 
1  would  speak  as  becomes  its  dignity  and  the  excellency  of 
it's  ancient  character.     MagniJical?o  apostolatum  meum. 

In  my  opinion,  the  oflfice  of  a  Satirist  is  by  no  means 
pleasant  or  desirable,  but  in  times  like  the  present  it  is 
peculiarly  necessary.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  exercise  the 
talent,  without  an  appearance  of  severity  in  the  character 
and  disposition.     Even  playfulness  and  humour  are  called 

by 

(/)  Adapted  from  tho  Anthologia.  p.  393.  Ed.  Brodaei.  Fol, 


by  other  appellations.  Learning  is  deemed  ostentation,  cen- 
sure is  stiled  malignity,  and  reprehension  is  declared  to  be 
abuse.  There  remains  a  more  formidable  objection.  On  a 
first  and  partial  view,  it  might  deter  any  man  trom  engaging  in 
Satire  ;  at  least  any  man  who  feels  himself  (and  who  does  not 
feel  himself,  if  he  examines  his  own  heart?)  unworthy  and 
wretched  before  the  unerring  judgment.  It  is  said  to  be 
incompatible,  if  not  with  the  profession,  yet  certainly  with  the 
practice,  of  Christianity.  I  am  sure,  if  that  is  true,  the 
praise  of  wit,  of  learning,  or  of  talents,  is  nothing  worth.  If 
private  malignity  is  the  motive,  it  is  essentially  contrary  to 
the  precepts  and  practice  of  that  religion ;  it  cannot  be 
defended  tor  a  moment.  But  if  Satire  is  an  instrum.ent, 
and  a  powerful  instrument,  to  maintain  and  enforce  public 
order,  morality,  religion,  literature,  and  good  manners, 
in  those  cases,  in  which  the  pulpit  and  the  courts  of  law 
can  seldom  interfere,  and  rarely  with  effect ;  the  commu- 
nity may  authorize  and  approve  it.  The  authorized  instru- 
ments of  lawful  war  are  lawful. 

Satire  never  can  have  effect,  without  a  personal 
application.  It  must  come  home  to  the  bosoms,  and  often 
to  the  offences  of  particular  men.  It  never  has  it's  ful! 
force,  if  the  author  of  it  is  known  or  stands  forth  ;  for  the 
unworthiness  of  any  man  lessens  the  strength  of  his  objec- 
tions. This  is  a  full  answer  to  those  who  require  the  name 
of  a  satirical  poet.  What  I  have  written,  is  delivered  to 
the  public  in  this  spirit.  If  I  had  any  private  end  or 
malignity  in  any  part  of  it,  I  would  have  burned  the  work 
with  indignation  before  it  should  have  appeared.  I  make 
no  idle  appeal  to  you,  or  to  any  man,  for  the  truth  of  my 
assertion  J  it  is  enough  for  me  to  feel  that  I  speak,  truth  in 
the  sincerity  of  my  heart.     If  I  am  believed,  I  am  believed. 

But 
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But  I  may  asJw  with  confidence ;  Is  there,  in  this  Work 
on  the  Pursuits  ol  Literature,  any  sentence  or  any  senti- 
ment, by  which  the  mind   may  be  depraved,    degraded,  or 
corrupted?  Is  there  a  principle  oJ   classical   criticism    in 
any  part  of  it,   which   is   not  just  and   defensible  by  the 
greatest    masters   of   ancient   and    legitimate    composition? 
Is  there  any  passage  which  panders  to  the  vitiated   taste, 
or   to   tlie   polluted   affections  and  passions  of  bad  men  ? 
On  the   contrary;    Are  not   the  heart  and   understanding 
fortified  unto  virtue,  and   exalted  into   independence  ?   Is 
there  any  idle,    depreciating   declamation   against  the   real 
and   solid  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,   learning,  wit,   ta- 
lents, and  high   station  ?   Is    there  any  doctrine,    which  a 
teacher  of  morality,  I  mean  Christian  morality,  might  re- 
fuse to    sanction  ?    A   moralist  and  a  divine  have  not  the 
same  office  with    the    satirist ;     personality    is    foreign    to 
them.     But  it  is  not   sufficiently  attended  tcr,  or  believed, 
that  when   the    understanding  is  enervated,  when  it  once 
loses,  what  one  of  the  Fathers  (g)   calls  emphatically,  the 
TV?  i^fomTiix;  ovwbv  km  w-wuxvc'/xevov,  when  that  solid,   tenacious 
power  of  the  mind  is  dissolved,  it  is  then  open  to  all  manner 
of  deception,   and  to  the  impressions  of  sophistry  in  litera- 
ture,   government,     philosophy,    and    religion.      On    this 
account,  many  works  and  many  actions  must  be  considered, 
which  are  wholly  unwortliy  of  reprehension  or  of  notice  in 
any  other  point  of  view. 

Ignorant  men  will  cry  out,  it  is  a  vexatious  suit,  when  it 
is  only  a  just  prosecution  at  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 
They   who  would  oonsider  my  reprehensions  of  Authors 

and 

(5-)  Basil  Archiepisc.Cxsarcae,  Op.  \ol  2.  p.  698.  Ed.  Par.  16 18. 


and  of  the  tendency  of  their  writings,  as  libels,  or  as 
libellous  matter,  are  as  ignorant  of  common  law,  as  they 
are  forgetful  of  common  sense,  or  of  common  integrity  and 
candour.  With  such  men,  every  piece  of  criticism  is  a 
species  of  libel.  If  they  are  inclined  to  indict  any  part  of 
my  work  as  libellous,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  them  to 
contradict  the  great  sage  of  the  law  (/t),  who  declares,  that 
♦♦  Im  a  criminal  prosecution,  the  tendency  zuhich  all 
•'  libels  have  to  create  animosities  and  disturb  the  public 
**  peace,  is  the  \V!Iole  which  the  law  considers."  I  am 
content  to  be  at  issue  with  them  on  this  point.  If  any 
part  of  my  work  is  "  blasphemous,  immoral,  treasonable, 
schismatical,  seditious,  or  scandalous,"  let  it  be  produced 
publicly,  and  publicly  punished.  But  I  maintain  that, 
under  these  restrictions,  I  have  an  undoubted  right  to  lay 
my  sentiments  before  the  world,  on  public  books,  in  any 
manner  I  think  proper.  If  I  am  denied  this  right,  there  is 
an  end  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  of  the  rational  and 
guarded  liberty  of  England.  If  the  matter  of  my  book  is 
criminal,  let  it  be  shewn :  I  appeal  to  the  Courts  and  to 
the  Sages  of  the  Law. 

I  will  not,  however,  be  intimidated  by  the  war-whoop  of 
Jacobins,  and  democratic  writers,  nor  moved  by  the  feeble 
shrieks  of  witlings  and  poetasters.  While  I  have  power, 
I  will  plead  in  behalf  of  learning,  and  in  the  cause  of  my 
country.  In  this  work,  I  have  not  violated  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  nor  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  till  I  have  done 
both  or  either,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  de- 
grade my  character  and  reputation  with  my  country.  If  I 
have  drawn  any  supposed  characters,  without  a  name  or  de- 
signation, I  have  done  no  more  than  Theophrastus  or  La- 

Bruyere, 
(/i)  BJackstone  Comment.  B.  -1.  Cb.  U. 
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Bruyere.     I  shall  not  conf'csccnd  to  a  discussion  of  such  a 
subject. 

Many  passages,  and  perhaps  trifling  or  sportis'c  allu- 
sions in  this  work,  to  persons  and  events,  arc  best  defended 
by  the  general  apology  of  Horace,  "  Ego  si  risi  quod 
*'  incptus  pastilles  Rufillus  olet,  lividus  et  mordax  videar  ?" 
I  shall  offer  no  other  apology.  I  would  not  descend  to 
such  minutiae,  if  they  were  not  connected  with  my  general 
design.  Yet  Sporus  and  Lord  Fanny  must  be  noticed,  as 
well  as  Bufo  and  Atticus  ;  though  perhaps  such  passages 
and  allusions  as  these  meet  with  the  least  indulgence. 
The  works  of  Pope  abound  in  them.  To  contemporaries 
they  are  pleasing  and  interesting;  and  to  posterity  they  are 
often  curious.  But  though  I  stoop  to  such  trifles  rather 
unwillingly,  yet  I  feel  they  are  often  necessary  to  the  full 
effect  and  completion  of  Satire.  A  Gentleman  Usher  is 
not  the  principal  figure  in  the  etiquette  of  a  Court,  but  he 
must  stand  in  bis  place. 

As  to  the  charge  of  any  supposed  arrogance  or  pre- 
sumption ;  a  writer,  especially  a  poet,  will  be  sometimes 
warmed  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of  his  subject, 
and  may  express  himself  in  terms  rather  strong.  The 
"  sume  supcrbiam"  of  a  poet  is  seldom  severely  examined  : 
it  is  an  extravaganza  at  most,  and  understood  as  such. 

Much  has  been  observed  as  to  the  defect  of  plan  in  my 
I'oem.  I  will  say  but  a  few  words ;  tor  I  wish  not  to  vindi- 
cate, but  to  explain  myself.  The  object  of  the  work,  is  a 
View  of  Literature.  The  Poem  itself  is,  "  A  Conversation 
"  on  the  various  subjects  of  Literature,  in  a  very  extended 
"  sense,  as   it  affects  public  order,  regulated  government, 

"  and 
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f*  and  polished  society."  Nothing  is  introduced  which  do€$ 
not  tend,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  that  main  purpose.  It 
(does  not  appear  in  the  form  oi  an  Epistle,  a  mock-epic,  or  a 
didactic  poem;  but  as  a  conversation  m  which  subjects 
are  discussed  as  they  arise  naturally  and  easily  ;  and  the  notes 
illustrate  and  enforce  the  general  and  particular  doctrines. 
There  is  as  much  method  and  connection,  as  is  consistent 
with  what  1  state  to  be  my  plan,  or  design,  if  you  like  that 
word  better.  There  is  unity  in  the  design.  Conversation 
has  it's  laws,  bui  they  are  pleasant,  not  severe  restraints; 
Consuls  indeed  do  not  now  meet  Consuls  in  Tusculum  ; 
and,  ii  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  symposiacs  at  Wimble- 
don and  Holnood  have  not  too  much  seventy  of  method, 
or  equality  in  the  glasses.  Perhaps  "  it  would  be  a  bely- 
"  ing  of  the  age,  to  put  so  much  good  sense  together  in 
"  gny  one  conversation,  as  to  make  it  hold  out  steadily, 
"  and  with  plain  coherence,  for  an  hour's  time  (z)."  I 
never  desired  to  exhaust  any  subject,  but  to  leave  matter 
for  the  reader's  own  suggestion.  I  may  add,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  analyze  one  of  the  most  finished  Satires  in 
our  language,  I  mean  Pope's  Two  Dialogues,  or,  as  they 
are  strangely  called,  the  Epilogue  to  the  Satires. 

I  am  represented  as  having  threatened  any  person  who 
makes  enquiry  after  me  or  my  name.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  do  so.  I  said,  "  it  will  be  more  than  foolish 
*'  to  be  very  inquisitive."  I  say  so  still  ;  for  when  the 
avenue  to  any  knowledge  is  strongly  and  effectually  closed, 
who  would  labour  after  it  fruitlessly  ?  To  waste  our  time 
to  no  manner  of  use,  is  not  surely  ore  of  the  discrimi- 
nating 

(/)  Sliaftesbury's  ^Moralists,  Sect.  I. 
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nating  marks  of  wisdom.  I  maintain  it  boldly;  no  man 
has  a  right  to  demand  either  niy  name  or  my  situation. 
It  has  been  observed  on  such  occasions,  that  "  some  might 
*'  fight,  but  others  would  assassinate."  For  I  believe  indeed, 
that  1  have  no  real  enemies,  but  the  lovers  of  confu- 
sion and  the  troublers  of  states.  I  will  acknowledge  it,  I 
come  armed  into  their  confines,  and  I  come  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  But  if  I  were  required  or  called  upon 
to  choose  my  companion,  you  know  that  I  am  prepared  with 
the  answer  of  Diomcde. 

£t  fjLVj  Jr)  ira^ov  yt  x!>.:uEtj  ftxvTvj  sX^s-Sai, 

l\'j,;  ay  cTe.t'  OAYIHOS  ly-ji  0EIOIO  \x9oifir.v ; 

Ey  'TTXiTicrj'i  TTWojaj.    (^) 

If  I  atn  forced  indeed  to  descend  into  the  lower  regions  oP 
sorrow  and  conlusion,  among  the  perturbed  spirits  of  anar- 
chy and  democracy,  I  shall  hope  for  the  safe  conduct  ot 
the  Sibyll.  She  might  produce  the  branch  to  the  ferryman 
of  France  and  Tartarus.  I  would  wish  her  to  exhibit  this 
Poem,   as  the 

'•   Donum 
Fatalis  virgae,    longo  post  tempore  visum."     {ki) 

^ly  book  is  open  to  all  the  accumulated  severity  of 
public  criticism,  and  of  public  reprehension  :  I  shrink  from 
neither  of  them.  When  I  am  wrong,  (I  have  never  been 
so  intentionally)  I  will  correct  myself,  and  I  have  done  so 
fiequently.  In  a  field  so  extensive,  candour  will  allow, 
that  my  mistakes  have  not  been  very  numerous. 

As  to  my  poetry  or  versification,  it  was  not  written  as  a 
vehicle  for   the   notes,   but   the    notes    were   composed  to 

accompany 

(A-)  II.  10.  T.  212,      (kh)  Virg.  /En.  6. 
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accompany  the  text.  I  offer  the  poetry  to  those  who  are 
conversant  with  the  strength,  simplicity,  and  dignity  of 
Dryden  and  Pope,  and  them  alone.  I  submit  my  Poems, 
"  The  Pursuits  of  Literature,  The  Imperial  Epistle,  and  The 
"  Shade  of  Pope,"  in  this  spirit  and  with  this  confidence  to 
the  public.  There  are  men,  fand  women  too)  who  understand,. 
But  as  to  the  lovers  of  exotic  poetry,  I  refer  them  to  the 
Botanic  Garden  of  Dr.  Darwin.  My  plants  and  flowers 
are  produced  and  cherished  by  the  natural  invigorating 
influence  of  the  common  sun ;  I  have  not  raised  them  by 
artificial  heat. 

If  the  root  of  a  tree  is  sound  and  vigorous,  you 
strengthen  the  shoots  by  repressing  their  luxuriance.  I  ap- 
prove, and  would  uphold,  our  sacred  and  civil  establishment. 
I  would  therefore  mark  the  aberrations  and  misconduct  even 
of  men  ot  talents  and  virtue,  who  compose  it ;  for  I  would 
shew,  that  I  am  strictly  impartial.  I  can  censure,  with 
discrimination,  even  where  I  generally  approve,  and  consi- 
der nothing  but  the  interest  of  the  state  upon  the  whole. 
It  is  to  misunderstand  or  to  misrepresent  me,  when  it  is  as- 
serted  that  I  attack  alike  friends  and  foes.  I  attack  no  man 
in  his  individual  capacity.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
vanity  or  injudicious  conduct  of  friends,  but  as  they  affect 
the  community;  and  I  can  have  no  personal  malignity 
against  those  of  whom  I  am  personally  ignorant.  But  they 
shall  neither  disturb  nor  overthrow  the  state  of  England, 
civil  or  religious,  if  any  observations  of  mine  can  avail. 
They  may  wish  to  know  me ;  but  they  may  depend  upon  it, 
I  will  never  give  a  proof  of  my  spirit  at  the  e.xpence  of 
my  understanding. 

C  I  would 
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I  would  not  have  you,  or  any  man,  tliink,  that  I  enter 
into  a  defence  of  iny  work,  as  if  I  thcugiit  it  required  one. 
No.  I  have  vindicated  the  authoriiy  of  our  national 
government  and  constitution,  in  a  day  of  turbulence  and  ter- 
ror ;  I  have  defended  the  purity  and  dignity  of  religion, 
and  of  our  sacred  establishment ;  I  have  pleaded  the  cause 
of  sound  literature  and  of  true  philosophy;  I  have  recalled 
the  public  attention  to  poetry  without  conceit,  and  to  cri- 
ticism without  affectation  ;  I  have  endeavoured  to  secure  to 
■women  their  honour,  social  rank,  and  happiness,  by  an 
attempt  to  turn  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  from  works  of  obscenity  and  indecency,  from 
the  morals  and  manners  of  atheists  and  democratic 
spoilers,  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just;  and  I  have  boldly 
invaded  the  strong  holds  of  impiety  and  anarchy,  plebeian 
or  tribunitian.  I  have  done  all  this  ;  and  1  have  offended 
many.  I  have  brushed  away  the  injects  of  literature,  whe- 
ther fluttering  or  creeping  ;  I  have  shaken  the  little  stems 
of  many  a  plant,  and  the  flowerets  have  tailcn.  I  have 
almost  degraded  myself  by  an  attention  to  minute  objects 
in  the  service  of  the  public :  and  I  am  called  upon  to 
defend  myself.  No.  My  countenance  is  unaltered;  my 
perseverance  is  unbroken ;  the  spirit  and  tenour  of  my 
speech  aie  yet  the  same,  and  my  words  are  firm.  Semel  causam 
dixi,  (vel  iteruni  dicturus),  quo  semper  agere  omnia  solilus 

sum,    ACCUSATORIO  SPIRITU.  (/) 

As  to  political  matters  we  shall  never  want  Observers.  I 
hate  deserters  of  their  duty,  {m)  on  any  principle  whatever. 
But  I  suppose  some  Statesmen  think,  that  there  is  a  laudable 
obliquity    and  a  seasonable  fear.     For  my  own  part  I  shall 

not, 

(I)  Liy.  lib.  2.  sect.  01.       (m)  II.  of  Commons  Not.  17&7. 
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n6t,  on  this  occasion,  invade  the  retreat  of  St.  Ann's  Hill, 
or  violate  the  purity  oi  Drury  Lane.  If  such  Statesmen  are 
resolved  to  free  at  once  both  the  Senate  and  the  Throne,  the 
*'  saevi  spiracula  Ditis"  are  open  to  them  ;  they  may 
descend  in  safety,  and  disburthen  the  land.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  possession  of  absolute  power  is  in  the  reach  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  or  of  any  man.  But  the  continuance  of  such  a  minister 
in  office  will  be  approved,  as  I  think,  while  the  security, 
and  independence,  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  of  the  parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  are  maintained 
against  the  tyrannical  pretensions  of  pirates,  buccaneers, 
and  plunderers. 

I  would  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  Cicero  did  to  Torquatus, 
**  Tibi  nullum  periculum  esse  perspicio,  quod  quidem 
*'  sejunctum  sit  ab  omnium  interitu."  (»)  That  minister  has 
not  looked  submissively,  at  any  period  of  his  long  admini- 
stration, for  personal  protection  in  any  quarter.  There 
is  a  hardihood  about  the  man,  which  I  love.  On  the 
broad  general  question  ot  the  time,  the  public  esteem 
has  been  commensurate  with  the  royal  approbation.  In 
this,  the  policy  of  the  closet,  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
people  seems  to  have  been  one.  I  am  sure,  I  hope,  that 
wherever  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  minister,  proceeds,  he  will  al- 
ways find  a  board  of  controll ;  nor  would  I  by  any  means 
disapprove  the  advice  of  an  honest  Mandarin.  But  the 
stairs  of  the  palace  have  now  but  one  flight;  the  gate  is  in 
front,  and  the  ascent  direct.  The  noble  Marquis,  who 
is  now  no  more  in  office,  may  brood  safely  over  beads 
and  relics.  There  is  some  propriety  in  this  amusement. 
It  is  pleasing  to  preserve  the  memorial  of  departed  dignity. 

C  2  In 

(n)  Cic.Ep.  adFam.  Lib.  6.  Ep.  1. 
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In  my  opinion,  the  Modi's  head  might  have  adorned  our 
coin  with  the  royal  GalUc  lilhes,  though  the  Sovereignty 
of  France  and  of  Corsica  is  passed. 

I  can  stand  aloof  from  the  scene  itself,  but  I  am  no 
stranger  to  the  moving  principle.  I  was  not  formed  to  wait 
in  the  anti-chamber  of  a  Duke  of  Lerma,  or  a  Don 
Calderone.  A  little  experience  is  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
serving. It  is  either  my  advantage,  or  my  misfortune,  not 
to  have  adopted  any  profession  :  I  never  could  decide  that 
point.  But,  as  you  well  know,  I  framed  an  early  and  an 
undaunted  resolution,  (perhaps  not  wholly  justifiable,  but 
certainly  not  degrading  to  the  character)  that  1  never  would 
do  personal  suit  and  service,  for  convenience  or  emolu- 
ment, to  any  man  however  high,  in  a  subordinate  station. 
I  framed  that  resolution ;  I  adhered  to  it ;  and  privacy  is  ray 
lot.  Be  it  so  :  it  is  the  soil  in  which  learning  and  reflec- 
tion strike  deepest.  In  these  days,  it  is  my  desire  that 
obscurity  should  gather  round  me.  Now  and  then  indeed  the 
thoughts  of  times,  which  are  no  more,  will  bring  with  thera 
a  casual,  momentary,  doubtful  glimpse  of  what  might  have 
been  ;  and  often,  with  the  poet  of  Valclusa  by  the  fountain 
of  Sorga,  I  have  regretted  some  periods  of  inactivity,  nqt 
of  sloth,  which  have  passed, 

Senza  levarmi  a  volo,  avend'io  I'ale^ 
Per  dar  forse  di  me  non  bassi  esempi.  (oj 

But  if  the  laurel,  which  I  have  now  planted,  should  thicken 
round  the  temple  of  my  retirement,  the  pillars  will  support 
it :  the  materials  are  solid,  and  the  ground  is  firm. 

I  have 
(r>)  Petrarch,  P.  2.  Son.  S6. 
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I  have  indeed  a  few  memoirs  by  me,  written  in  other 
days  and  with  other  hopes  ;  and  il  I  could  polish  the  style, 
and  reduce  them  a  little  into  form,  I  am  convinced  they 
would  not  be  uninteresting.  "  Le  Roi  et  ses  Ministres 
*'  peutetre  se  fairoient  lire  ces  Memoires,  qui  assurement  ne 
••  sent  pas  ceux  d'un  ignorant."  But  let  this  pass  for  the 
present.  1  am  for  practicable  politics:  I  would  not  be 
driven  into  measures  from  which  there  is  no  retreat.  I 
smile  when  I  am  told  of  love  and  hate  in  politicians  and 
ministers.  These  are  passions  which  they  never  felt;  for 
circumstances  alone  unite  and  separate  them.  I  should 
■wish  to  act  with  those  statesmen  who,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  country,  by  a  timely 
concession  and  a  rational  departure  from  too  rigid  prin- 
ciples, would  prevent  those  calamities  which  result  from 
authority  without  power,  and  expence  without  supplies. 
But  my  hour  for  treating  these  subjects,  in  the  manner  I 
propose,  is  not  yet  come :  I  must  turn  to  other  thoughts 
for  a  season. 

When  Philosophy  saw  the  Muses  standing  by  Boethius 
in  his  affliction,  she  spoke  in  terms  of  some  surprise  and 
indignation  [p).  In  our  time  this  indignation  would  I.jve 
been  retorted  by  the  sisters  of  the  song.  Philosophy  has 
appeared,  not  to  console,  but  to  deject.  When  I  have 
read  and  thought  deeply  on  the  accumulated  horrors,  and  on 
all  the  gradations  of  wickedness  and  misery,  through  which 
C  3  the 

(p)  Boeth.  de  Consolat.  Philos.  L.  1.  Pros.  1.  The  v.oids 
are  particular.  "  Hx.  sunt  qute  infrnctuum  ajjectiium  spin's 
*'  uheremfructibus  ralionis  scgctcm  meant  honunumquc  meetcs 
*'  assuefaciunt  raorbo,    non  libciunt."  -'•''  yiEDici:sjE  potiuj 

"    XEMl'US    E-JT.    QU.VJ*!  QUERELiB."    lb.  PrOS,  2. 
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tlie  modern  systemalic  philosophy  of  Europe  has  con- 
ducted her  illuminated  votaries  to  the  confines  of  political 
death  and  mental  darkness,  my  mind  tor  a  space  ieels  a 
convulsion,  and  suffers  the  nature  of  an  insurrection. 

I  look  around  me.  I  look  to  human  actions,  and  id 
human  principles.  I  consider  again  and  agdin,  what  is  the 
nature  and  effect  of  learning  and  of  instruction;  what  is  the 
doctrine  of  evidence,  and  the  foundation  of  truth.  I  ask 
myself,  are  all  these  changed?  Have  the  moral  and  the  natu- 
ral laws  of  God  to  his  creatures  another  basis?  Has  the 
lapse  of  fifty  years  made  an  alteration  in  Him,  who  is  de- 
clared to  be  THE  SAME  to-day,  yesterday,  and  for  ever? 
Can  t!ie  violence,  the  presumption,  the  audacity,  the  arro- 
gance, the  tyranny  of  man,  drunk  with  self-idolatry  and 
temporary  success,  change  the  nature  and  essence  of  GoD 
and  of  his  works,  by  calling  good  evil  and  evil  good  ?  I  am 
told,  that  human  reason  is  nearly  advanced  to  full  perfec- 
tion ;  I  am  assured,  that  she  is  arrived  at  the  haven,  where 
she  would  be.  I  again  look  around  me.  I  ask,  v.'here  is 
that  haven  ?  where  is  that  steady  gale  which  has  conducted 
lier?  I  listen;  but  it  is  to  the  tempest:  I  cast  my  view 
abroad ;  but  the  ocean  is  every  where  perturbed.  I  pause 
again.  Perhaps,  it  is  *^  the  wind  and  stonn  fulfilling  his 
«'  zuordr 

I  resume  the  reficcticms  of  suffering  humanity  amid  the 
wreck  of  intellect.  This  was  not  the  ancient  character  of 
philosophy.  The  lovers  of  wisdom,  in  the  best  ages  of 
At). ens  and  of  Rome,  always  discoursed  with  reverence  and 
submission  to  the  Author  and  Governor  of  the  world. 
They  considered  of  whom  they  spoke.  If  they  turned  to 
the  origin  of  evil,  or  to  any  dark  and  unfathomable  question, 

they 
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fTiey  first  called  upon  man  to  consider  the  limits  of 
l,:s  understanding.  Tiiey  warned  him,  with  most  peculiar 
emphasis,  to  btnvare  ot  those  «^i/TOi  wrvoriv.i^  those  difficulties 
oF  hard  solution,  which  are  but  increased  by  defences  or 
arguments  ill-constructed.  They  implored  him  affectionately 
to  avoid  all  that  tends  to  overthrow,  to  trouble  or  dis- 
turb those  principles,  which  conduct  to  peace  and  to  right 
action.  Their  advice  was  to  strengthen  the  intellect,  and  to 
compose  the  passions,  not  by  braving  and  insulting  the  all- 
powerful,  all-wise,  and  all-merciful  Creator,  but  by  an 
humble  and  patient  enquiry  into  his  works,  and  by  submission 
to  his  dispensations.  They  seemed  to  be  well  aware,  that 
to  him  who  understood  all  the  bearings  and  relations  otthe 
word,  Resignation  to  the  will  of  God  was  the  whole  of  piety. 
If  upon  sages  like  these  the  light  of  revelation  should  appear, 
as  the  regent  of  their  philosophical  day,  nothing  can  be  con- 
ceived more  august,  nothing  more  ennobling,  nothing  more 
dignified.  Poetry  and  philosophy  may  then  speak  a  language 
worthy  of  themselves ; 

Altlus  his  nihil  est :  liaec  sunt  i'astlgia  raundi! 
PuBLiCA  NATUR.£  DOM u s  his  coutenta  tenetur 
Finibus.  [q] 

.  When  we  have  read  such  writers,  it  is  hardly  possible  not 
to  turn  from  modern  sceptics  and  sciolists  with  something 
more  than  neglect.  If  to  their  philosopliy  they  add  witti- 
cism and  ribaldry,  they  are  nauseous.  It  to  their  ribaldry 
they  join  folly  and  gross  ignorance,  they  should  be  driven 
from  our  fellowship  with  contempt.  1  he  continued  labours 
oi  the  arch-Theomachist  of  the  age,  the  records  cf  that  per- 
C  4  petual 

(q)  Manil.  Astron.  L.  1, 
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petual  conflict  which  lie  maintainfil,  during  ihe  course  of 
fifty  years  of  a  long  and  impious  life,  against  the  spiritual 
"  kingdoms  of  God  and  of  his  Christ,"  and  the  memorials 
of  his  desolating  days,  will  all  be  entombed  in  the  French 
Pantheon  with  the  mouldering  remnant  of  his  bones  (r). 
*'  Dust  to  dust :  ashes  to  ashes."  He  sowed  unto  the  flesh, 
and  of  the  flesh  he  and  his  disciples  have  reaped  death  and 
corruption. 

All  the  minor  powers  of  infidelity,  anarchy,  sedition, 
rebellion,  and  democracy,  may  yet  be  dispersed  :« 
England;  from  their  leaders  Voltaire,  D'Alembert,  and 
Condorcet,  to  the  vulgar  il literate  blasphemy  of  Thomas 
Paine,  and  the  contemptiole  nonsense  of  William  Godwin. 
I  fee!  for  mankind  when  they  are  insulted  by  such  writers. 
I  make  common  cause  with  my  fellow  creatures,  and  call 
upon  them  to  rally  round  the  constitution  of  our  human 
nature,  and  to  support  it's  dignity. 

t 

From  writers  of  this  character,  my  thoughts  are  directed 
to  the  protelfors  of  that  superstitious  corruption  of  Chris- 
tianity, which  originally  gave  occasion  to  those  attempts, 
to  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  permit  a  temporary 
success,  to   scourge  the  nations  of  Europe.     1   am  sure  the 

plain 


(r)  To  the  writings  of  Voltaire  iho  strong  words  of  EusebiuS 
are     applicable:      "    Avrxi,    m    TOT    GEOMAXOT    (puvxL,    iri 

"  ay/tXoK  •Ka^a.oc^ncrc,^  im  eOvwv  opoSiO-ja;  ^ixp^oo^i  y.cu  avyxik* 
*^  K.TTsAi.yro;-,  "Trfovofji.iva-iiv  TE  Ti»  wx-yju^vv/Vj  K«t  way  to  TtV 
"    avGca'Trvv     ysvo;      duxasi'T-iv    kcu     jxirccarr.a-a'j      tjjj     TTpoTSfoy     Ei/ra^tatj 

*'  aTrc-i'GK^io^oiAEvy."  Euscb,  Deraonstrat,  Evang.  Lib.  4.  Sect.  9. 
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plain  simplicity  of  the  Protestant  religion  of  England  could 
never  have  suggested  so  daring,  so  extensive  a  project.  I 
have  therefore  spoken  at  large  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  of  it's  professors,  and  of  the  emigrants  and 
French  priests. 

From  some  observations  wln'ch  I  have  heard  and  seen  on  this 
part  of  my  work,   you  may  remember  1  was  tempted  to  think, 
tliati  had  advanced  something  new  on  this  subject.  I  am  sure 
the  principles  are  as  old  and  as  moderate   as  those  of  the 
Reformation  ;  and  I  know  that  every  page  of  our  history 
confirms  their  truth.  Have  we  forgotten  tlie  history  ofthat  Re- 
formation? Is  "the  Preservative  against  Popery  (rr)"  buried  in 
oblivion  and  unmerited  neglect  ?  Do  we  remember  Medc,  and 
Chillingworth,  and  Hooker,  and  Barrow,  and  Tiilotson,  and 
Hoadly,  and  Sherlock  ?  Can  we  pass  by  the  phalanx  ol  States- 
men, and  Bishops,   and  Lawyers,  who  stood  forth  in  16^8  ? 
What  I  have  advanced  is  in  substance  very  old  ;  in  manner 
it  may  perhaps  be  new.     All    I  have  advised,   is    on  the 
side    of   caution.     I    only    declared    and   pronounced    so- 
lemnly in  the  face  of  my  country,  that  A  College   of 
Romish  Priests  of  a  religion  hostile  in  principle  and  in 
action  too,  whenever  it  has  the  power,  against  the  established 
church  of  this  kingdom,  should  not  be  set  upon  a  hill,   and 
authorised  and  maintained  by  the  ministers  ot  the  crown, 
and  by  the  public  money  of  the  land.     They  have  been  dis- 
persed, since  that  warning  was  given.     I  only  said,  let  sup- 
port be  administered  to   them    privately,    and  in  detached 
situations.   I  have  pity  for  them,  and  relief  too,  according  to 
iny  ability. 

But,  '•   though  I  give  all  my  goods  (said  an  Apostle)  to 
•'  feed  the  poor  and  the  distressed,  and  have  not  Charity,  it 

•'  profiteth 

{rr)  A  Collection  of  TreatiseSj  &c.  in  three  volumes  in  folio. 

K7*;yx«   EC  0(,H, 
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"  profiteth  me  notliing."  What  does  he  mean  ?  He  surely 
means  something.  Alms  alone,  it  seems,  however  liberal, 
however  extended,  neither  are,  nor  can  be,  the  whole  or  the 
essence  of  Christian  charity.  They  are  indeed  a  material 
part  of  it,  and  one  of  the  best  external  proofs  of  it's  existence. 
Charity  is  in  reality  a  principle  of  general  safety,  of  kind- 
ness, of  active  benevolence,  of  discernment,  of  prudence, 
of  moderation,  and  of  guarded  virtue.  It  originated  from 
Him,  who  commanded  his  disciples  to  join  the  innocence  of 
the  dove  with  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent.  We  may  depend 
upon  it  ;  the  system  of  Christianity  is  not  inconsistent  with 
itself.  Surely  this  is  not  to  teach,  or  to  recommend,  persecu- 
tion or  intolerance.  My  language  and  arguments  are  de- 
signed only  to  shew,  iliat  the  spirit  of  the  system  of  Peppery 
yet  remains  unaltered  in  it's  great  and  leading  principles. 
J/  it  perishes,  it  will  perish  altogether.  I  love  toleration 
in  the  constitutional  sense  of  the  word,  as  much  as  the  most 
designing  patriot  of  the  day  :  but  indifTerence  to  the  public 
form  of  religion  is  the  first  step  to  it's  neglect,  and  to  its 
consequent  abolition. 

I  cannot  think  it  a  mark  of  persecution  or  intolerance, 
\vhcn  1  deprecate  the  revival  of  the  Romish  superstition  in 
England  [s.)     There  is  an  enthusiasm,  an  ofyj.a-fj.o:,    in  the 

professors 


(,*•)  '•  From  obvious  causes  the  cnicl/jj^  the  f^riiiiiuj,  the 
*'  impivfT)  OFTHK  Cjh  Kcii  ov  Rome  have  almost  faded  from 
*'  our  memiTi) ;  but  ice  mint  l)riu'^  llicni  bade  to  our  recollect iofiy 
*'  if  zee  icouUl  understand  "  tjie  .ji'dgmknts  or  god  which  are 
"  ABUOAi)  i-V  Tire  rAUTii."  She  is  now  persecuted  in- her  turn. 
*' As  Knglishincu,  we  forget  her  injuries;  as  Christians,  wa 
*'  pity  and  giro  ah»s  to  her  exiled  adherents,  regardless  of  the 
'•  malicious  endeavours  of   our  adversaries  to  represent   th« 

Churdi 


professors  of  it  which,  I  know,  never  forsakes  them.  It  is 
active,  where  it's  inHuence  can  hardly  be  supposed.  It  is 
said  to  pervade  even  the  squabbles  of  a  society  set  apart  for 
the  preservation  of  our  national  antiquity.  With  a  cat-like 
watch,  it  peers  and  pries  over  every  paper  on  ecclesiastical 
relics,  and  garbles  the  slightest  casual  effusions  of  protestant 
zeal,  before  it  is  presented  to  the  world.  If  it  cannot  be 
openly  recommended,  it  will  effectually  guard  against  the 
least  reproach  or  insinuation  of  it's  subtlety.  Romish  Baro- 
nets will  be  busy,  and  Romish  Priests  will  meddle.  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  that  Sociciy  knows,  whether  these  hints 
are  true  and  justifiable.  It  surely  will  be  understood,  that 
I  am  only  speaking  of  the  Spirit  and  tendency  of  the  system 

itself. 

r— 

*'  Church  of  England,  as  itself  interested  in  her  preservation, 
**  But  let  us  only  advert  to  the  priuciplcs,  religious  aud  civil, 
*'  upon  which  wc  arc  separated  from  that  idolatrous  and  into- 
*'  Icraut  power;  and  it  will  bo  evident  that,  as  a  national 
*^  Church,    we  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter.     Our. 

""'  CAUSES    ARE    DISTI  VCT,     A.VJ)    MUST    EVER  REMAIN  SO  :    and    ZCC 

"  have  xoAV  more  abundant  reason  than  ever  to  rejoice  in  our 
"  Reformed  Religion.  Our  fathers  obeyed  the  vvarnini;  voice, 
*'  and  left  her  corrupt  communion  when  she  had  risen  to  the 
*'  zenith  of  hcrglory  :  and  we  have  hitherto  escaped  the  plagues 
*'  by  which  she  is  now  tormented.  And  it  may  be  added,  that 
*'  as  England  was  formerly  (and  I  trust  is  still)  the  bulwark 
*'  of  the  Protestant  faith,  so  must  she  now  be  the  bulwark  of 
*'  Christianity  itself."  See  the  Bishop  of  (a)  Lincoln's  sermon 
before  the  King  and  Parliament  at  St.  Paul's  on  the  public 
thanksgiving  on  the  IDth  Dec.  1797.  (Published  in  Feb. 
1798.)  It  is  the  composition  of  a  man  of  learning  and  ability, 
written  with  great  judgment,  eloquencoj  and  discerument  of 
the  signs  of  the  times. 

(a)  The  Rt.  Rer,  George  PretymaNj  D.  D. 
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if  self.  I  would  carry  charity  with  me  in  my  heart  and  in 
my  liand,  but  I  know  that  charily  is,  and  must  be,  consist- 
ent with  a  love  to  my  country,  anti  to  her  rights  civil  and 
religious.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  fear,  I  must  continue  so  ;  I  have 
yet  «een  no  argument  to  shake  my  conviction. 

I  would  say  a  few  words  on  another  part  of  my  work.  I 
Lave  been  under  the  necessity,  at  least  as  I  thought,  of  ap- 
pealing for  illustration  to  writers  of  all  ages  and  in  various 
languages.  There  is  an  appearance  ol  ostentation  in  it,  to 
which  I  must  submit,  I  certainly  am  ot  opinion  with  Ca- 
saubon,  that  it  cannot  be  supposed,  *'  facere  aliquid  ad  vcram 
pictatem  seu  doctrinani,  Grceca  potius  quam  alia  lingua 
loqui."  (^)  Certainly  not.  But  to  enforce  and  illustrate  any 
position,  the  language  of  poets,  and  the  dignity  and  spirit 
of  ancient  eloquence  and  history  in  the  original  words,  are 
of  no  mean  assistance.  The  nature  and  lull  force  of  this  work 
could  not  have  been  sustained  without  the  notes,  in  which 
the  most  important  subjects,  sacred,  moral,  and  political, 
are  occasionally  discussed.  But  I  have  generally  given, 
in  English,  the  substance  of  the  allusions,  contained  in  the 
learned  languages  which  are  brought  forward. 

I  would  not  have  any  one  think,  that  an  appeal  to  tlie 
higher  poets  of  modern  Italy  is  either  trifling  or  disgraceful. 
No  man  ever  felt  the  power  of  poetry,  it  he  refused  his 
homage  to  Dante,  Petrarch,  Ariosto,  and  Tasso  \  1  mean, 
if  their  language  was  familiar  to  him. 

In  their  primal  poet  there  is  an  originality  and  a  hardihood 
of  antiquity.  The  soul  of  Dante  was  dark  and  sullen  :  it  wa.-, 
proud,  and  lull  of  his  wrongs.    Frons  lasia  parum  et  dejccto 

iuiiiina 

{t)  Is.  Casaub.  Excrcltat.  16.  ad  Annalcs  Ecclcslast.  Baronii, 
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lumina  vuliu.  He  passed  through  imaginary  realms  without 
the  sun,  to  the  confines  of  light  and  hope:  the  day  shone 
full  upon  him,  and  the  beams  were  from  on  high.  His 
draught  of  men  and  their  passions  is  eternal.  His  language 
was  like  himself,  deep  and  full  of  matter  ;  it's  strength  and 
harmony  may  be  best  expressed  by  his  Tuscan  brother ; 

Aspro  concento,  orribile  armonia 
D'alte  querele,    d'ululi,  e  di  strda, 
Istranamente  concordar  s'udia.    («) 

As  to  Petrarch  ;  we  are  led  by  every  milder  feeling  to  the 
retreat  of  Valclusa.  The  strain  of  the  poet  is  yet  softer  than 
the  breeze,  or  the  murmur  of  his  fountain,  (jy)  Yet  was  he 
not  without  energy  :  his  subject  was  sometimes  high  and  holy- 
He  was  familiar  with  death,  and  his  breathings  were  after 
immortality.  He  too  could  describe  the  disruption  of  the 
mortal  veil,  and  the  departure  of  the  soul, 

Svegliata  fra  gli  spirti  eletti, 
Ove  nel  suo  Fattor  1'  ahna  s'interna! 

I  will  not  pursue  this  theme  ;  and  of  Ariosto  and  Tasso  it 
would  be  idle  to  speak.  But  you  wull  permit  me  to  observe, 
that  the  three  greatest  masters  of  heroic  verse,  in  unlaboured 
ease  and  flowing  dignity,  are  to  my  apprehension  and 
judgment.     Homer,    Ariosto,     and   the   glory   of    Spain, 

Alonzo 

(w)  Ariosto.  O.  F.  e.  14. 

Such  is  the  harnionlous  prose  which  distinguishes  the  critical 
writings  of  the  great  Ilalicarnassian.  Dion.  Ilalicara.  Epist. 
ad.  Cn.  Pogipeiumde  Platone.     Sect.  2. 
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Alonzo  d'Ercilla  (v).  I  liave  withoiu  intention  intleed,  but 
wiiii  the  privilege  ot  a  letter,  descanted  a  little  on  a  favourite 
incidental  topic.  For  when  I  hear  the  language  of 
Italy,  under  these  mighty  masters,  called  frivolous  and 
light,  I  cannot  pass  it  without  a  moment's  vindication.  In 
my  opini<7n  they  strengthen  and  harmonize  both  the  intellect 
and  the  car.  My  references  to  them  are  however  very 
few. 

I  am  told,  I  am  forgiven  For  my  Latin  ;  but  for  the  Greek, 
not  so  easily.  In  this  particular  indeed,  I  am  rather  surprised 
that  no  man  of  a'?7  has  said  of  my  notes,  "  They  are  Greek. 
*'  invocations  to  call  fools  into  a  circle."  (jv)  Certainly  there 
■will  be  Halos  round  the  brightest  luminaries ;  and  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  many  of  my  notes  have  such  a  circular  appear- 
ance. If  some  galled  theologian  should  be  disposed  to 
banter,  and  to  question  the  validity  of  my  Greek  ordina- 
tion, he  would  perhaps  shrewdly  remind  me  of  the  Council 
of  Florence  in  1439>  when  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches 
proposed,  as  a  principle  ot  union,  that  tJte  Greeks  should 
alter  their  manuscripts /r(?7«  the  Latin.  He  might  (ell  me 
of  that  celebrated  "  Fcedus  cuu)  Grijecis,"  so  well  known 
among  the  sacred  manuscript  critics.  And  if  I  were  to 
adduce  from  the  great  Erasmus,  my  "  Capita  argumentorum 
•'  contra  morosos  quosdam  et  indoctos"  {^z) ;  I  should  perhaps 
be  reininded  by  Dr.  Park,  that  I  have  not  the  erudition  of 
Erasmus,  nor  the  gentle  manners  of  the  serene  Sepulveda. 
Mr.  Knight  would  remand  me  to  the  Greek  alphabet  (to 
any    one,  I    hope,  but   his  own},  and    his  modesty  would 

attempt 

(i)  The  Author  of  the  Jrnuca/ia. 

(?/)  Sliakspcarc's  As  you  Like  it.  act.  2. 

(i)  Nov.  Test,  by  Erabmus;  in  1595.  5th  Edit. 
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attempt  some  jucundity  from  the  Lusus  Priapi.  I  will 
endure  them  all ;   for  I  have  patience  and  pity  too. 

I  know  you  were  surprised,  when  you  found  me  beset 
with  poetasters,  and  rhetoricians,  and  commentators,  and  old 
seventh-form  boys,  that  I  was  so  patient.  In  truth  I  thought 
there  might  be  some  remedy.  Yet  I  will  own,  that  when 
I  see  so  many  heads  around  me  deprived  of  the  substance  of 
sense,  I  am  perpe:ualiy  calling  for  the  ampolla  of  Astolpho, 
that  sacred  vessel  which  he  brought  from  the  upper  regions. 

*'  Che  tempo  e  ormai,   ch'  ai  capi  voti  e  macri 
•'  Di  senno,  si  soccorri  con  V ampolla.   [a) 

But  I  should  have  too  much  on  my  hands,  and  I  recall 
my  wisn.  In  the  political  as  v/cll  as  in  the  mere  literary 
world,  there  is  more  to  do  in  that  way  than  I  can  attempt. 

A  few  drops  from  this  ampolla  might  now  and  then,  on 
particular  occasions,  fallen  the  Minister  himself,  who  non) 
in  his  taxes  appears  as  the  political  Hecate  (/'},  or  Diana,"  in 

their 

(a)  Ariosto.  O.  F.  Cant.  38. 

(6)  Hecate  is  termed  intheArgonauticsof  Orpheus, 

T(;«rc"0)cafrvOj  ti'siv,  cXocn  Tffccj  st*  c»K>)Toyj 

Tapaporajj  ExxTD  !  (v.  974.)  Edit.  Escheuback,  p,  Q)t» 

For  the  Diana  Tpi/xcp(?oc,  look  at  the  geras  of  Fulvius  Urslnus,— 
It  is  odd,  that  Lycophron,  in  all  the  darkness  of  his  prophetic 
song,  cliautiug  forth  the  powers,  «?  Af»!?  e^.-Vto,  couples  toi;c- 
ther  BeUoiia  and  Minerva,  "  K«i  cC  Ewm,  \.tt  Tpiy:-i»;To,-  ©sa." 
Ca^sand.  v.  519— V/hat  is  the  allegory?  It  seems  as  if  war 
ami  wisdom  might  be  joined  togetbcr;  but  the  sooner  the  uaioa 
can  be  dissQ'.yed,   the  better.  (1798.) 
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their  triple  forms.  Some  of  it  also  might  be  spared  for  Earl 
Fitzwiiliam  with  good  efiect;  but  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
ivaste  the  precious  liquor  on  the  noble  head  of  his  Grace 
of  Bedford.  Some  crests  are  indeed  vulnerable;  but  the 
natural  constitution  is  sometimes  so  radically  impaired,  that 
■when  the  head  is  once  opened,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of 
closing  it.  Mr.  Home  Tookc,  for  instance,  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  art.  I  would  only  set  up  the  bidental  at  the  book- 
seller's door  at  Wimbledon.  It  will  at  least  serve  as  a  land- 
mark  for  the  Frenchj    on  their  first  invasion. 

As  to  the  "  mendici,  mirai,  balatrones,"  what  can  be  done  ? 
The  most  infamous  are  the  most  contented.  But  there  arc 
minor  members  of  the  great  democratic  body,  and  all  have  not 
the  same  office  :  yet  there  is  a  marvellous  use  fand  they  un- 
derstand it  better  than  we  do)  in  that  which  every  joint 
supplieth.  I  should  leave  Mr.  Tierney  [c)  with  some  little 
hope,  to  the  discipline  of  Cocker  and  OldHeld  [d).  He 
may  perhaps  improve  in  calculation;  but  1  think  it  will  be 
some  time  before  his  anti-professional  prattle  will  impose  on 
another  boy-committee  on  a  contested  election.  The  drops 
of  the  avipoUa  would  never  penetrate  the  thick  rotundity  of 
Mr.  Nicholls  [e)\  but  they  might  insinuate  themselves 
through  the  zig-zag  crevices  of  Sir  John  Sinclair's  head. 
If  we  pass  to  subjects  of  lighter  moment,  even  the  Baviau 
drops  from  Mr.  GifTord  have  fallen  off,  like  oil,  from  the 
plumage  of  the  Florence  and  Cruscan  geese.  At  home  also, 
1  am  sorry  that  his  success  is  imperfect.  I  am  told,  that 
Mr.   Greaihead  and  Mr.  Merry  yet  write  and  talk;   and 

Mr. 

(f)  M.  P.  for  tlie  Boroughj     {d)  An  obscure  writer  on  the 
Boroughs,  "  The  ^ad  historian  of  lliat  tainted  pjaia." 
(e)  M  P.  for  Trogony. 
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Mr  Jerningham  (poor  man!)  still  continues  jz7/i<rr  than  kir 

sheep. 

But  a  truce  to  this  badinage.  Like  the  Warrior  of  Ithaca, 
1  would  appear  but  for  a  season,  and  for  a  peculiar  purpose, 
in  such  a  garb.  It  is  necessary  nozo  to  assume  those  higher 
functions  to  which  I  am  called,  to  claim  for  myself,  and  to 
vindicate,  the  undoubted  right  {/)  and  hereditary  dignity  of 
the  Satiric  muse. 

AATO   A'    Eni  MEFAN    OTAON I    ix'^-)  C.ov  »i5'£  fapET(!»i» 
Avra  TT^-oaS;  To^<uy.    (jg") 

I  had  once  a  thought,  [gg]  as  you  advised  me,  of  analysing 
the  following  poem:  but  to  what  effect,  and  for  what  use? 
To  men,  like  you,  it  is  needless  or  presumptuous,  and  to 
others,  it  is  superfluous.  I  am  indeed  confident,  that  when 
all  the  personal  objects  of  my  praise  or  censure  shall  have 
passed  from  the  scene,  this  work  will  he  found  to  contain 
principles  of  government,  polity,  religion,  morality,  edu- 
cation, criticism,  poetry,  and  literature,  worthy  of  being 
transmitted  to  another  age.  I  have  indeed  already  said 
much;  but  I  think,  I  have  something  more  to  offer  to  my 
country,  if  the  blessing  of  strength  and  health  should 
graciously  be  extended  and  continued  tome.  I  mean,  if  I  see  a 
proper  occasion  to  present  it,  and  it  England  should  not  be 
absorbed  in  the  vortex  and  abhorred  gulph  of  democracy 
and  tyranny. 

Still  perhaps  I  am  incautious  in  my  words ;  for  I  can  pro- 
mise little.     However  that  may   be,    my   principle  is  and 

ever 
(/)  ZwyJixoy  Mo»<7-»v  xreayov.  Find.  Pylh.  1.     {g)  Horn.  Od.  22. 

(SS)  ^Vrittenin  1798, 
D 
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ever  has  been,  that  •'  NO  man  liveth  unto  himself,'* 
for  his  own  little  pleasures,  or  mean  gratifications,  or  low 
unworthy  passions,  the  dirty  family  of  selfishness,  which  by 
the  law  of  Providence  defeats  it's  own  purposes  .  I  speak, 
not  of  a  romantic,  impracticable,  general  good,  but  of  the 
specific  benefit  which  an  individual  may  and  can  confer  on 
his  fellow  creatures,  in  his  own  limited  sphere  of  action,  by 
a  continued  exertion  of  the  faculties  or  talents,  with  which 
he  feels  himsell  intrusted. 

The  well-wishers  to  their  country  are,  above  all  things, 
desirous  of  the  steady  light  of  Literature,  and  of  the  day- 
spring  from  on  high.  Yet  whatever  they  or  we  may  hope, 
the  horizon  may  perhaps  be  now  illuminated  with  it's 
departing  beams.  I  will  yet  strive  to  be  full  of  hope; 
though  in  some  passing  moments  ot  dejection,  the  strain  of 
the  Florentine  poet,  in  all  it's  melancholy  harmony,  dwell* 
upon  my  ear ; 
i,^,w.    Fensa,  che  questo  di  mainon  raggiorna  !  [h) 

But  let  us  still  contemplate  the  glory  which  was  cast 
round  other  times.  I  will  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  by 
complying  with  your  request,  in  offering  you  a  very  few 
ideas  on  the  chief  Satirists  of  ancient  and  of  modern  fame. 
1  may  be  singular  perhaps;  but,  if  I  except  LuciLiUS, 
who  is  known  to  us  only  by  detached  lines  and  short  pas- 
siiges,  in  my  opinion,  the  fulness  of  the  Satirical  glory  never 
shone  tut  on  six  poets  : 

Quos  orbe  sub  omni 
Jam  vix  septenii.numerat  Sapicntia  fama. 

-.  t  ^he  chai'a.Qte;!'  pf.LuGiLlTJS,  the  inventor  of  Satire,  was 
respected,  by  Scipiu  and  Laelius ;  and  they  were  his  friends. 
■».<^»>:fi<7<j  m •.:..;?: j/nr^n   s.  Poetasters 

r.r^iL,.;^']  iL:,  (A)  Dante  Parad. 
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Poetasters,  rhetoricians,  and  even  men  of  high  quality,  and 
of  consular  rank,  were  often  the  subjects  of  his  censure.  I 
know  not  what  a  modern  French  Directory  might  do  with  a 
man  of  his  character ;  but  Lucilius  enjoyed  respect  and 
impunity  in  the  Roman  Republici  Horace  in  the 
politest  age,  under  the  despotism  of  Augustus,  insinuated 
himself  into  the  graces  of  the  Emperor:  yet  he  was  pecu- 
liarly studious  to  mark  the  obnoxious,  foolish,  or  wicked 
characters^  of  his  age.  ;  He  was  careful  not  to  be  mis:under- 
stood.  He  noted  the  name,  the  profession,  and  the  rank  of 
those  whom  he  devoted  to  undying  ridicule,  or  consigned 
to  the  eternity  of  fame.  Augustus  and  Mascenas  well  knew 
the  value  of  such  a  poet.  They  looked  to  the  stability  of 
government  and  to  the  empire  of  good  sense,  and  found  them 
intimately  connected  with  literature  and  with  poetry.  In  the 
time  of  Nero  and  Trajan,  Juvenal  and  Persius  exerted  a 
severity  without  playfulness,  and  veiled  themselves  in 
obscurity,  yet  without  being  misunderstootl.  They  applied 
directly  and  irresistibly  to  the  inmost  feelings  of  the  heart, 
callous  and  depraved  as  it  was.  The  writers  were  either 
spared  or  neglected ;  but  their  works  were  admired  and 
circulated.  I  know  the  person  to  whom  I  am  now  addressing 
myself  too  well,  to  enter  into  a  criticism  on  Horace, 
Juvenal,  or  Persius.  Mr.  Dryden  indeed  has  done,  it 
already. 

An  interval  of  ages  passed,  dark  and  barbarous.  The 
power  of  Satire,  in  its  full  and  legitimate  strength,  was 
never  again  felt  till  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth  oi 
France.  Then  appeared  a  Poet,  second  to  none  of  hi» 
predecessors.  A  philosopher  without  being  wordy,  the 
friend  of  sense  and  of  virtue,   a  gentleman   in  principle, 

independent 
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independent  in  spirit,  and  fearless  of  enemies,  however 
powerful  from  their  malignity  or  formidable  from  their  rank. 
This  extraordinary  man  wasBoiLEAU.  If  I  am  not  deceived, 
there  is  something  in  all  his  compositions  so  finished,  so 
removed  from  conceit  and  torced  thought ;  there  is  such  an 
ardent  zeal  for  propriety  in  sentiment  and  in  expression; 
•uch  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  human  character,  when 
undcbased;  such  a  hatred  of  hypocrisy;  such  a  love  of 
purity ;  such  an  abhorrence  of  all  prolaneness  and  inde- 
cency, and  even  of  indelicacy  ;  that  I  am  not  able  to  jiame 
a  man  whose  works,  as  a  poet  and  a  critic,  may  be  read 
and  studied  with  equal  advantage.  Even  his  compliments, 
though  rather  lofty,  to  Louis  the  fourteenth  are  all  con- 
ceived in  the  language  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  genius, 
who  feels  that  he  is  conferring  honour,  not  receiving  it. 
The  majesty  of  the  French  monarch,  in  that  cultivated  age, 
was  surely  as  worthy  of  homage  as  the  deity  of  the  Roman 
Augustus. 

To  read  the  works  of  Boileau  with  full  advan- 
tage, some  accuracy  of  knowledge,  and  some  insight 
into  the  delicacy  of  the  ancient  French  language  are 
required.  I  call  their  language  ancient,  which  existed 
before  the  revolution,  for  I  scarce  understand  the  modern 
democratic  jargon.  ••  Grave  virus  munditias  pepulit."  It 
is  also  necessary  to  have  a  perception  of  the  peculiar  cast 
of  the  French  poetry,  and  of  the  construction  of  the  verse. 
An  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  language  itself,  which 
is  not  poetical  as  contradistinguished  to  prose,  but  forcible, 
terse,  and  well  adapted  to  the  condensation  of  satirical 
expression.  As  a  writer,  I  think  him  original.  What  he 
hat  borrowed,  he  almost  seems  to  have  restored  to  it's 
-*'.;»<  proper 
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proper  place.  He  alternately  assumes  the  characters  of 
the  three  great  Romans,  and  maintains  an  honourable 
contest  for  the  mastery.  Equal  to  either  of  them  taken 
singly,  and  in  the  merit  of  composition  sometimes  their 
superior.  He  is  their  true  and  lawful  brother;  there  is  a 
fraternal  league  between  them,  which  no  friend  to  good 
literature,  good  poetry,  and  good  manners,  will  ever  suffer 
to  be  broken. 

Nearly  at  the  same  period,  after  some  momentary  gleam* 
and  strong  flashes  in  the  horizon,  Satire  arose  in  England. 
When  I  name  Dryden,  I  comprehend  every  varied 
excellence  of  our  poetry.  In  harmony,  strength,  modu- 
lation, rythm,  energy,  he  first  displayed  the  full  power  of 
the  English  language.  My  business  with  him  at  present,  is 
only  as  a  Satirist ;  I  will  be  brief,  for  I  speak  to  the  intelli- 
gent. He  was  the  first  poet  who  brought  to  perfection, 
what  I  would  term,  "  The  Allegory  of  Satire."  Fables 
indeed,  and  apologues,  and  romances,  have  been  the 
most  ancient  modes  of  reproof  and  censure.  It  was  the 
peculiar  happiness  of  Dryden  to  give  an  eternal  sense 
and  interest  to  subjects  which  are  transitory.  He  placed 
his  scene  on  the  ground  of  actual  history  :  the  reader  of 
every  age  has  an  interest  in  the  delineation  of  characters 
and  names,  which  have  been  familiar  to  liim  from  his  ear- 
liest years.  He  is  already  prepared,  and  feels  a  predilection 
for  the  subject.  This  accommodation  of  ancient  charac- 
ters to  existing  persons  has  a  peculiar  force  in  the  age  to 
which  it  is  addressed ;  and  posterity  reads  with  delight  a 
poem  founded  on  pristine  story,  and  illustrated  by  the 
records  of  modern  times. 

D  3  Dryden *s 
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Dryden's  potvcr  of  Satire  has  been  generally  acknovr- 
ledgcd  in  his  Mac-Flecknoe  ;  but  his  master-piece  is  that 
wonderful  and  unequalled  performance,  Absalom  and 
Achitophel.  He  presents  to  us  an  heroic  subject  in  heroic 
numbers,  a.  -well-constructed  allegory,  and  a  forcible  appeal 
to  o.ur  best  feelings  and  passions.  He  paints  the  horrors  of 
anarchy,  sedition,  rebellion,  and  democracy,  with  the 
pencil  of  Dante,  or  of  Michael  Angelo  ;  and  he  gives  the 
speeches  of  his  heroes  with  the  strength,  propriety,  and 
correctness  of  Virgil.  It  is  Satire  in  it's  highest  form  ;  but 
it  is  satire  addressed  to  the  few,  It  is  not  adapted  to  the 
general  effect  of  this  species  of  poetry.  In  my  opinion, 
Dryden  has  notthe  style  and  manner  of  Horace,  or  Juvenal, 
or  Persius,  or  of  Boileau.  Pope  called  him  unhappy^ 
from  the  looseness  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  has 
enthusiasm,  majesty,  seriousness,  severity,  gravity,  strength 
of  conception,  and  boldness  of  imagery  :  but  sprightliness, 
gaiety,  an  easy  badinage,  an  occasional  playfulness,  so 
necessary  to  the  general  effect  of  satirical  poetry,  were  all 
wanting  to  him.  Perhaps  his  genius  was  too  sublime:  he 
could  not,  or  he  would  not,:  descend  to  the  minutiae  which 
are  oiten  required,  to  the  anecdotes,  and  the  passing  traits  of 
the  time..  His  satire  had  an  original  character:  it  was  the 
Strain  of  Arclulochus  sounding  from  the  lyre' of  Alcasns. 

The  Sixth  and  la?t  of  this  immortal  Brotherhood,  in 
the  fulness  of  time  and  in  the  maturity  of  poetical  power, 
came  Pope.  All  that  was  wanting  to  his  illustrious 
predecessor  found  its  consummation  in  the  genius,  know- 
ledge, correct  sense,  and  condensation  of  thought  and  expres- 
sion, which  distinguish  this  poet.  The  tenour  of  his  life  was 
pccu-iarly  favourable  to  his  office.  He  had  Jirst  cultivated 
:;•:   -<  5  all 
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all  the  flowery  grounds  oF  poetry.  He  had  excelled  in 
description,  in  pastoral,  in  the  pathetic,  and  in  general 
criticism  ;  and  he  had  given  an  English  existence  in  perpe- 
tuity to  the  Father  of  all  poetry.  Thus  honoured,  and  with 
these  pretensions,  he  left  them  all  forthatexcellence,  for  which 
the  maturity  of  his  talents  and  his  judgment  so  eminently 
designed  him.  Familiar  with  the  great,  intimate  with  the 
polite,  graced  by  the  attentions  of  the  fair,  admired  by  the 
learned,  a  favourite  with  the  nation,  independent  in  an 
acquired  opulence,  the  honourable  product  of  his  genius 
and  industry ;  the  companion  of  persons  distinguished  for 
birth,  high  fashion,  rank,  wit,  or  virtue,  and  resident  in  the 
center  of  all  public  information  and  intelligence ;  every 
avenue  to  knowledge  and  every  mode  of  observation  were 
open  to  his  curious,  prying,  piercing,  and  unwearied  intel- 
lect. His  works  are  so  generally  read  and  studied,  that  I 
should  not  merely  fatigue,  but  I  should  almost  insult  youi 
by  such  a  needless  disquisition. 

As  a  disciple  of  these  great  masters,  and  full  of  that  spirit 
which  an  unbroken  and  an  honourable  intimacy  with  their 
works  has  inspired,  I  now  present  myself  a  votary  at  their 
temple;  and  in  some  measure  clothed  in  the  robes  of  their 
hercditiary  priesthood,  I  would  also  enter,  and  offer  my  obla- 
tion at  the  high  altar  of  my  country.  But  if,  unworthy  of  this 
hallowed  investment  and  interior  ministry,  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary  is  closed  upon  me ;  I  shall  retire  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  with  devotion  unimpaired  worship  in  the  vestibule. 
You  can  best  judge  of  my  motives,  who  have  known  most 
intimately  the  nature  and  extent  cf  my  studies,  solitary  lo  long 
^n  their  acquirement,  and  now  public  at  last  in  their  applica- 
tion and  iji  their  end      With  a  necessary  indulgence  for  all 
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mv  frailties,  vices,  errors,  follies,  and  imperfections,  and 
with  the  partiality  of  friendship,  you,  and  such  as  you,  may 
perhaps  allow  me  to  apply  to  myself,  with  some  little  varia* 
tion,  the  words  of  the  most  fervid  poet  of  antiquity  : 

Non  tenues  ignavo  pollice  chordas 
Pulso,    sed  j^urunci  residens  in  margine  terapli 
Audax  magnorum  tumulis  adcanto  Magistrum. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 
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A  SATIRICAL  POEM 

IN  FOUR  DIALOGUES. 

An  avTo  fx/jvo'/  TO  rrfOKnuivov  Siy^-yfajujua  ?r:!>!rT>;T«|Uc>a?  utt'  o-ti)!  ayjty  Tctj 
0';^oXx:^«(rt    rr;v   TpoOfS-tv,     dtspjvyo^.svy^    to    fAj,    Triv    yXr'/j    ra    ^oyjuarx 

OvTu;  ya^  ay  toj,"  «y.ytfc7»  yfyciTO  xKra:?>«ysf  TO  ITAN  BOTAHMA  TJ2K 
AIAAOrnN. 

Ex  Procli  Commentariis  ia  Platonis  UoXiTHav.  Edit.  Gr. 
Basil.  1534.  pag.  349. 

TRAXSLATIOV. 

"  IT  is  necessary  to  set  thk  whole  composition  fairly  before 
the  reader,  to  place  in  a  clear  point  of  vie\r  the  full  subject, 
and  to  consider  the  species,  the  matter,  and  the  principles  of 
it  taken  together,  and  the  great  purpose  which  pervades 
the  whole.  By  this  method,  the  compleat  design,  scope,  and 
intent  of  the  dialogues  may  be  made  manifest  to  those  per- 
sons who  will  attend  to  them." 

Not) 

■Ryu  IAI02  EN  KOINfi  ZTAAEIS 

M«T<y  T£  yxfvx'i  TaXajyovi'v, 

TloXs jMv  t'  rjficMt;  £y  ajjixawiy, 

Ov^ivtrciJLxt.  Pindar.  Olymp.  13, 

A   PARAPHRASE    OF   THE    PASSAGE. 

*'  THE  time  is  now  arrived,  in  Avhich  all  persons  should 
fully  understand  whatever  is  of  importance,  sacred  or  civil. 
There  should  be  no  ambiguity;  all  should  be  laid  open  and 
justly  comprehended.  Though  without  authority,  and  in  a 
very  private  station,  I  will  consider  myself,  as  in  somcmeasuro 
sent  forth  in  the  publick  service.  I  have  declared,  reconi- 
mended,  enforced,  and  appealed  to  the  wisdom,  the  elo- 
quence, the  doctrines,  and  the  experience  of  our  forefathers 
in  every  age,  and  in  every  country.  I  hare  shewn  what  is  that 
heroic  virtue  and  that  dignified  deportment  which  are  required 
of  my  countrymen  in  this  revolutionary  age;  that  they  consist 
not  merely  in  patience,  but  in  action  ;  and  that  the  sword,  the 
voice,  and  the  pen  must  be  united  in  the  common  cause  for  the 
common  salvation.     1  will  preserve  this  integrity  to  the  last; 

I  win  8PEAK   THE   THUrH." 
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Audaci  quicunque  afflate  Cratino, 
Iratum  Eupolidem  pragrandi  cum  sene  palles, 
jlspke  et  htec,  ti  f^irte  aliqui'l  decoctius  audit; 
Inde  vaporata  lector  mihi  ferveat  aure. 

FSRS.  SAT.  I. 


i  HE  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  Poem,  and  the 
necessity  of  such  an  appeal  to  the  kingdom  at  this  time, 
are  the  best  reasons  which  I  can  offer  for  its  publication. 
But  in  regard  to  the  various  matters  which  are  considered 
in  the  following  composition,  I  recommend  to  my  readers 
a  passage  from  a  collection  of  the  most  pleasing  and 
informing  treatises  in  natural  philosophy  which  I  ever  read, 
or  I  believe  ever  were  written;  I  mean  the  Chemical 
Essays  by  Dr.  Watson,  the  present  Bishop  of  Landaff.  [b) 
The  passage  is  this :  "  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Dr.  Bentley 

"  met 


(a)  First  prittted  in  May  1794, 
{b)  Vol.  4.   p.  25. 
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*•  met  accidentally  in  London,  and  on  Sir  Isaac^s  inquiring 
••  what  philosophical  Pursuits  were  carrying  on  at  Cam- 
*•  bridge,  the  Doctor  replied,  none;  for  when  you 
•'  go  a  hunting,  Sir  Isaac,  you  kill  all  the  game  ;  you  have 
*'  left  us  nothing  to  pursue."  "  Not  so,  said  the 
•*  philosopher,  you  may  start  a  variety  ot  game  in  every 
*'  bush,  if  you  will  but  take  the  trouble  to  beat  for  it.'* 
••  And  so  in  truth  it  is,"  (observes  Bishop  Watson)  "  every 
*'  object  in  nature  affords  occasion  for  philosophical  expcri- 
•'  nicnt."  I  may  add,  that  such  a  state  of  society  and  of 
literature,  as  the  present,  affords  occasion  for  numerous 
ixpervncnts  and  observations,  without  any  danger  of 
mutual  interference. 

In  this  Poem  no  imitation  whatiocver  is  intended  of 
any  former  writer,  or  of  any  former  poem.  Jt  was 
7uritten  upon  no  private  7notive  whatsoever  ;  but  simply  and 
solely  as  the  conduct  of  the  persons  mentioned  or  alluded  to, 
or  the  manner  of  their  compositions,  or  the  principles  of 
their  writings,  tend  to  influence  and  affect  the  learning,  the 
government,  the  religion,  the  public  morality,  the  public 
happiness,  and  the  public  security  of  this  Nation.  My 
intentions  are  just  and  justifiable  to  reasonable  men,  who 
will  reflect  on  what  has  passed,  and  is  passing  before  them. 
Wc  must  indeed  be  sensible,  that  it  is  now  no  longer  a 
mere)  sport  ot  the  pen,  a  light  skirmish,  or,  a  random 
shaft,  the  •'  Apqllineae  />«■//«/«  puerile  pharetras,"  which  are 
alone  demanded;  but  our  weapons  must  be  instruments 
oi  war,  able  to  break  down  the  strong  holds  of  anarchy, 
impieiy,  and  rebellion,  and  mighty  to  vindicate  the 
powers  of  legitimate  authority.  In  every  region  of  Europe 
there  should  have  been  a  common  cause.  But  in  no 
kingdom,    except     Great    Britain,    has    that    cause    been 
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maintained  in  full  integrity.  While  I  am  writing,  [c)  we 
are  convulsed  to  our  center;  and  yet  in  tlie  midst  of  fear, 
we  are  impudently  and  wickedly  told,  there  is  no  cause  of 
alarm. 

Talia  dum  celebro,  subitam  civilis  Erinnys 
Tarpcio  de  monte  facem,   Phlegraeaque  movit 
Praelia;  sacrilegis  lucent  Cdpitolia  tsedis, 
Et  Senonum  furias  Latize  sumpsere  cohortes.  [d) 

We  may  (for  we  can)  all  of  us  contribute  to  the 
assistance,  the  comfort,  and  the  good  of  others,  and  to  the 
stability  of.  social  happiness.  The  sword,  the  voice,  and 
the  pen  must  be  resolutely  and  decisively  called  into  action, 
for  defence,  for  counsel,  for  admonition,  and  for  censure. 
Satirical  writings  must  submit  to  the  imputation  of 
ill-nature,  though  I  see  no  necessary  connection  between 
them.  In  my  opinion,  Satire  has  nothing  to  do  with 
good.nature,  or  with  ill-nature.  It's  office  respects  the 
public  good  alone,  and  the  interests  of  the  community. 
It  is  frequently  designed  to  supply  the  laws,  in  those  cases 
which  are  beyond  their  jurisdiction.  From  such  courts  it 
appeals  to  perhaps  a  still  higher  tribunal,  that  of  public 
opinion,  character,  and  reputation. 

Such  are  my  ideas  ;  yet  I  am  sure  I  have  nothing  of  the 
wild  American  in  my  composition ;  I  never  wished  to 
destroy  any  man,  either  to  inherit  his  wit  or  plunder  him 
of  his  understanding.  But  I  will  bow  to  no  Cyrill  of 
Alexandria,  to  no  Executive  Director  of  a  modern  Repub- 
lic,   to    no    lordly    president    of    iactious     councils,    ot 

democratic 

(c)  1796. 
(fO  Satius  Sylv.  Lib,  5.  Carm.  B.—Senones  were  the  Gauls 
or  French. 
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democratic  delegates,  or  oF  societies  in  open  defiance  of 
established  authority  in  regulated  enjpires.  There  is  dark- 
ness mixed  with  fire,  and  volumes  of  smoke  are  rolling 
from  the  mouth  of  the  cavern.  I  love  no  atheist  French 
Bishops,  nor  unfrocked  grammarians  in  England.  Home 
Tooke  is  still  living,  and  Edmund  Burke  is  no  more,  Soi, 
occubuit!  I  hope  Mr.  Pitt  will  assure  us  of  the  old 
prodigy,  •'  Nox  nulla  secuta  est  l" 

We  must  now  all  assist  in  our  various  capacities,  and 
feel  and  act  as  public  men.  In  times  like  these  we  may 
assume  a  virtue,  a  character,  a  courage,  and  a  firmness, 
not  originally  our  own.  I  protest  I  have  no  private 
animosity  in  my  nature;  but  I  come  forth  (boldly  enough, 
1  will  confess,  but  as  I  ought  to  do)  in  behalf  of  my 
country,  her  literature,  her  laws,  her  religion,  and  her 
government.  Nor  would  I  publish  this  satirical  Poem, 
but  from  a  full  conviction  of  it's  tendency  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  in  it's  degree  and  according  to  it's  subject, 
■when  it  is  (if  it  ever  should  be)  studied  and  considered 
with  impartiality.  
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THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE 

A  SATIRICAL  POEM. 
DIALOGt/E  THE  FIRST,  (a) 

FiNGlMrs    HiEC,      ALTUM     SATIRA     SUMENTE     COTHCENUM? 
tiros   UTINAM   VASll    (b) 

THE  AUTHOR  AND  OCT  AVI  US. 

THE  AUTHOR. 

I  WHO  once  deem'd  my  race  of  labour  run. 
And  camps,  and  courts,  and  crowds,  and  senates 

shun. 
Still  to  the  publick  raise  no  venal  voice. 
In  the  full  freedom  of  a  Briton's  choice, 
Through  tracts  aloft  on  daring  pinions  rove. 
Where'er  by  duty  borne,  or  led  by  love. 

(o)  First  published  in  May  1794. 
(6)  Jut.  Sat.  6. 
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Yet  not  unconscious  of  this  awful  age, 
I  mark  what  new  conflicting  Sophists  rage. 
Sophists  who  laugh  to  scorn  th'  avenging  rod. 
And  hurl  defiance  to  the  throne  of  GoD ; 
Shake  pestilence  abroad  witii  madd'ning  sweep. 
And  grant  no  pause — but  everlasting  sleep  !   {c) 
Blood-guiltiness  their  crime ;  with  hell  they  cope : 
No  flesh,  no  spirit  now  must  rest  in  hope. 
But  under  foliage  dark,  and  cypress  gloom. 
The  [d)  sculptur'd  mock'ry  marks  and  seals  the  tomb. 

New  lights  on  all,  but  on  the  poet,  rise ; 
Still  can  he  smile,  and  with  no  murm'ring  sighs 
Can  own  well-pleas'd,  that  nozo  the  meanest  Bard, 
Bavius,  [d]  or  Maro,  fnids  the  same  regard.       20 


(c)  This  alludes  to  the  French  decree  which  in  1793  abo- 
lished, bi/  laxo^  a  futurity  of  existence.  Impiety  and  absurdity 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  their  principles. 

{(})  The  French  hare  also  decreed^  that  in  every  church-yard 
trees  shall  be  planted,  and  the  figure  of  sleep  erected  pointing' 
to  the  tombs  ;  and  this  sleep  thcj  decree  to  be  eternal,-  N.  B.- 
This  Mas  the  fact,  when  this  First  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature  was  ^rrf  published  in  May  1794.— It  may  bQ  so 
again,  or  may  be  so  at  this  moment,  1796,  or  at  any  futur» 
period  of  their  Ilcrolution 


Not  as  Mascenas  once  with  partial  ray 
Illumed  the  rising  glories  of  his  day ; 
Whose  orb  the  Mantuan  plains  alone  would  warm. 
Or  beam  propitious  on  the  Sabine  farm. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Why  should j/o«  write  ?  the  world  is  now  so  fickle. 
Scarce  is  there  room  for  Sheridan  (e)  andTickell :(/) 

(d)  The  name  suggests  the  honourable  mention  of  a  poem 
lately  published,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Baviad,"  or  an 
Imitation  of  the  first  Satire  of  Persius.  Qucetibi^  qiice  tali  red- 
dam  pro  carmine  Jo;ifl  .^—Though  the  author  professes  to  be 
conversant  only  among  the  sheep-folds  at  present,  he  threatens 
a  descent  upon  the  nobler  and  more  reluctant  animals.  If  this 
be  a  first  production,  the  poet  must  proceed  with  the  couscious- 
uoss  of  genius  :  he  has  the  ground  Avork  of  all  ttcollence,  good 
sense,  and  a  knowledge  of  just  and  harmonious  expression.  lie 
has  divulged  his  name  imprudently.  Such  compositions  require 
secresy  for  their  effect ;  especially  if  they  are  published  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  and  still  more  if  the  poet  commences  his 
career  \^ith  Satire.  Mr.  Pope  sutfered  "  pure  description  to 
"  hold  the  place  of  sense"  for  a  long  time,  before  he  took  his 
proper  station.  The  author  of  The  Baviad  has  taken  some 
pleasant  trouble  off  my  hancls.  The  Albums,  the  Laura-Maria>, 
the  Jorninghams,  Antony  Pasquias,  Mary  Robinswis,  Piosszis 
and  Bozzis ;  the  ••*  PhiUidas,  Hypsipilas,  yatura  ct  plorabile 
**  si  quid.''    Unfortunately  there  are  top  ma»y  left.     (1724.)- 
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And  though  in  tone  sonorous,  bHtlie  or  grand. 
The  loud  Laurent  iau  [g]  trumpet  through  the  land 
Sound  Pitt,  and  Pretyman,  and  Rose,  and  Rollc, 
"Witli  strength  of  Stentor,  butMezentian  soulj  JO 
The  Doctor  may  for  Fox  and  Portland  (/)  vouch. 
With  spectacles  on  nose,  (//)  but  empty  pouch. 


(c)  R.  B.  Sheridan,  F,sq  :  M.  P.  I  am  sorry  to  say  of  this 
extraordinary/  man,  that  in  the  realms  of  Avit  and  humour  he  is 
now  silent.  "  Vnus  sceptra  potitus,  ciidem  aliis  sopitu'  quiete 
*'  est.''     "VVhy  is  it  so  ?  Politics  arc  transitory  ;  wit  is  eternal. 

(/)  Since. this  was  first  written,  the  public  has  lost  (his  very 
ingenious  man.  He  was  the  happiest  of  any  occasional  writer 
in  his  day  :  happy  alike  in  the  subject  and  in  the  execution  of 
if.  1  mention  with  pleasure  "  Anticipation,  the  Wreath  of 
"  Fashion,  ^c,  Sfc.  «!^c.''  and  I  wish  to  preserve  the  name  and 
remembrance  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Tickell.  Poets  and  ingenious 
men,  who  write  on  occasional  subjects  with  great  ab^ity,  are 
too  often  lost  in  the  most  undeserved  oblivion,  TJut  We  must 
recollect,  that  even  such  a  poem  as  "  The  Absilom  aftcf 
"  Achitophel"  of  Dr^den  hiinSelf  (in  my  opinion,  lus  greatest' 
production)  was  but  occasional^  and  written /or  d  pdiij/.' 

'(g^)  It  Is  hardly  "necessary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  iJblitrcial' ' 
composition  of  the  Rolliad  and  the  Probationary  Odes  by  Dr. 
JLauretJceand  Compa-Qy.     (1794) 
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Why  must  you  seek  this  sad  Gumjean  shore  ? 
Or  why  to  genius  give  one  victim  more? 

AUTHOR. 

Forgive  me  :  all  conspire  to  waste  my  time. 
Languor,  and  care,  and  solitude,  and  rhyme : 
Now  while  each  Sage,  to  fame  and  science  known. 
Or  leaves  the  tield  of  life,  or,  listless  grown, 
Reviews  his  trophies  with  an  idle  pride,  [k) 
Sick  of  the  dunces  rising  at  his  side.  40 

(/)  I  know  not  for  whom  the  Doctor  will  noio  vouch  ;  I  am 
not  called  upon  to  Touch  for  the  Doctor.     (1796.) 

"  Manners  with  fortunes,  humours  tui^n  with  climes, 
**  Tenets  Avithboaks,  and  principles  with  times." 

(i7)  Shakspcare  says,  "  With  spectacles  on  nose  and  pouch 
*'  on  side."  I  am  contented  simply  to  admire  Doctor  Law- 
rence's spectacles,  but  I  have  ventured  to  qualify  his  pouch  — I 
wrote  this  in  1794 — Doctors  Commons  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons are  recommended  in  all  the  chronic  cases  of  the  def.dcns 
crumcna,  and  are  found  to  be  excellent  restoratives.     (1798). 

(k)  I  allude  to  such  publications  as,  *'  Prose  on  several 
*'  occasions,  accompanied  by  some  Pieces  in  Verse.  By  George 
*'  Colraan,  (Senior)."  I  think,  however,  that  it  is  a  provi. 
dent  wisdom  in  men  of  great  abilities,  like  Mr,  Colman,  to 
collect  and  publish  what  they  wish  to  deliver  to  posterity  as 
tha'r  o«,H.  Posthumous  works  are  rarely  to  be  considered  ia  that 
light. 

E  2 
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If  I  ma})  write,  let  Proteus  (/)  Priestley  tell, 
.Tic  writes  on  all  tilings,  but  on  nothing  wcllj 

(/)  ProJeuK  Priestley.— Tliere  is  one  very  material  difference 
between  tins  Proteus  and  his  namesake  of  antiquity.  Of  the 
latter  it  is  recorded,  Sine  vi  non  uUa  dabit  pra;cepta§  ;  now  cur 
rroteu3  gives  '*  precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line;  here  a 
"  little  and  there  a  little  ;"  and  is  continually  obtruding  his 
oradcs  upon  the  public,  icithout  ani/  compulsion  at  all,  upon 
every  subject  which  can,  or  which  cannot  be  known.  I  believe 
that  Dr.  Priestley  would  dispute  very  intcUigiWij  upon  the 
famous  Germanic  qucstioiJ,  "  Utrnm  Chimajra  bomhinans  in 
*'   vacuo  possit  coniedcre  sccuudas  intcntiones  ?" 

As  to  Dr.  Priestley's  King-killing  wishes  and  opinions  take  a 
few  words :  "  It  is  to  be  rkqretted,  that  the  situation  of 
"  things  was  mich,  that  tue  sentence  (of  death  on  Charles 
*'  the  First)  could  not  be  passed  bij  the  whole  nation,  or 
*'  their  uei'Resentatives,  solonnlif  assembled /or  that  pur-' 
*'  pose."  Priestley  on  Government,  p.  39.  Are  the  -words  and 
the  meaning  plain?  IIow  must  this  Reverend  Deputy  Elect  to 
the  National  Conveution  of  France  have  exulted  on  tlie21st  of 
January,  1793  !  !  !  The  Deputy,  however,  had  the  wisdom  of 
the  serpent  in  not  taking  his  seat,  though  he  could  not  assume 
the  innocence  of  the  duvc. 

The  late  Mr.  Gibbon  well  understood  Dr.  Priestley's 
character  and  opinions,  and  expressed  himself  strongly  on  that 
subject.  No  man  of  discernment  can  see  their  direct  tcndcncjf 
but  with  reprobation,  and  sometimes  not  without  fear  and 
horror!  (17<)4)  — Lord  SheflVeld  has  lately  publi»he<l  the  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  G.  and  Dr.  P.  in  the  first  volume  of 
Mr,  Gibbon's  Posthumous  Works,  4to.  These  letters  are  not 
iiuworthy  of  attention.  (179G). 

§  Yirg^.  Georg.  L,  4- 
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Who,  as  tlie  do^inoii  of  tlie  day  decrees, 
Air,  books,  or  water  makes  with  equal  ease. 
May  not  I  strive  amid  this  motley  throng,         4 '5 
All  pale  and  pensive  as  I  muse  along  ? 

OCTAVIUS. 

Say,  would  your  thought  to  Homer's  pomp  aspire. 
Or  wake  to  loftiest  rapture  Pindar's  '(??;)  lyre? 


(m)  Pindar's  Lyre.— In  this  verse  I  speak  of  the  great  The- 
baii :  but  there  is  an  obscure  person,  stiling  himself  Peter  Pin- 
dar, of  whom  I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This  man  certainly 
possesses  a  mind  by  no  means  nninformed,  and  a  species  of  hu- 
mour; but  it  is  exhausted  by  a  repetition  of  the  same  manner, 
and  nearly  the  same  ideas,  even  to  disgust.  He  has  the  power 
t)f  rhymiuej  ludicrously,  and  is  sometimes  even  gifted  with  po- 
etry ;  and  finally,  he  is  puffed  up  with  a  vanity  and  self-con- 
Ceited  importance,  almost  without  a  parallel.  This  obscure 
man  has  con*^rived,  by  these  qualificationSj  to  thrust  himsi-lf 
upon  the  public  notice,  and  become  the  scorn  of  every  man  of 
character  and  of  virtue.  Such  is  the  blasphemy,  such  is  the 
impiety,  the  obscenity,  the  impudence,  and  the  contempt  of 
all  decent  respect,  which  pervade  his  numerous  pamphlets  in 
verse,  that  the  reader  is  ill  repaid  by  the  lively  sallies  of  humour 
whicli  frequently  animate  this  mass  of  crudities.  I  form  my 
judgement  from  his  works,  and  not  from  any  acquaintance 
whatever  with  the  man. 

E  3  Yet 
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Go  then  and  view,  since  closM  his  cloister'd  dajs 
The  self-supported  melanchol}^  Gray :  (n)        50 


Yet  I  hear  that  "  he  breathes  a  warm  comUlutional  spirit," 
because  forsooth  he  has  told  us,  in  some  trumpery  ode,  of  the 
necessity  of  a  ]dng^  or  i.lo^^  or  a. nail;  after  he  has  perpetually 
rftviled  and  held  up  to  scorn  every  master  principle,  by  which 
go'-ernment  and  society  are  maintained.  I  will  not  waste  a 
verse  on  such  a  character ;  but  say  honestly  and  plainly,  that 
though  I  ran  often  smile,  and  sometimes  be  pleased,  Mith  the 
humour  and  the  manner,  yet  I  think  I  perceive  such  a  rootpd 
depravity  and  malignit)'  of  heart  that,  from  the  consideration  of 
his  works,  I  caii  affirm  almost  unequivocally  of  this  obscure 
man,  in  the  words  of  the  severest  writer  of  antiquity, 

Sfupethic  vitio,  ct  fibris  increvit  opimum 
Pingue,   caret  culpa,  ncscit  quid  perdat,  etalto 
Demersus,  summa  rursum  non  bullit  in  unda  t. 

N.  B.  This  man's  works  fnow  published)  amount  in  value  to 
above   four  guineas;  but  we  are  informed  that  a  set  may  be  had 

for  TWO     GUINEAS    AN    A    HALF    IN    4tO,    or  for  TM  O    GUINEAsiu 

four  volumes  8vo  !  1!  —  What  an  inducement  to  a  purchaser! 
(17fj4j,  —  Posterity  (if  i(  can  be  supposed  that  such  trash  should 
exist;  will  be  astonished,  tliat  tlie  present  age  could  look  with 
patience  on  such  malignant  ribaldry. 

(n)  This  character  of  Mr,  Gray  is  drawn   from  the  conside- 
ration of  his  Memoirs  and  Letters,  published  by  Mr.  Mason. 

+  Pcrs.  Sat.   3.  v.  32. 
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Dark  was  his  morn  of  life,  and  bleak  the  spring. 
Without  one  fost'ring  ray  from  Britain's  king ;  (nn) 
Granta's  dull  abbots  cast  a  side-long  glance. 
And  Levite  gownsmen  hugg'd  their  ignorance : 
With  his  high  spirit  strove  the  master  Bard,       05 
And  was  his  own  exceeding  great  reward,  (o)    \ 

Sa^v  you  not  Mason  stand  with  down-cast  eye. 
While  great  Augustus  pass'd  unconscious  by  ?  (pj 


{nil)  If  I  have  read  Mt.  Gray's  Letters  rightly,  I  believe  he 
neither  sought  tior  wished  for  the  ro>al  favour.  I  wish,  however, 
that  it  had  been  offered  to  tlie  lirst  poet  and  the  tirst  scholar  of 
the  age.  .  . 

Mr.  Gray  rose  and  shone  forth,  in  the  fall  brightness  of 
his  genius,  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second.  He  "was 
appointed  Professor  of  Modern  History  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  late  in  life,  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  the  Chancel- 
lor ;  at  the.  particular  recommendation  (as  it  was  strongly  be- 
lifvcd)  of  jMr.  Stonhewer.  Mr.  Gray  however  was  promoted 
(if  the  appointment  can  be  called  a  promotion  for  such  a  man^ 
in  the  reign  of  George  THE  TiiiuD.    (17U1.) 

(o)  "    I  am  thy  exceeding  great  reward." 

Gotiesis,  c.  15.  V.  1. 

(p)  The  discernment  of  his  Majesty  George  tub  Third 
in  poetical  merit,  is  acknowledged  in  the  patronage  of  Dr. 
Bedttie,  Aulhorof  The  Minstrel,  and  of  Mr.  Cowpcr.  Author 
of  The  Task.     Mr.  ^lason  must  have  been   overlooked  for  a 

K  4  particular 
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'Till  wrapt  in  terrors  of  avenging  night. 
He  starts  Macgreggor  (q)  with  dilated  might.  QO 

Have  you  not  seen  neglected  Penrose  (rV  bloom. 
Then  sink  unhonour'd  in  a  villa2.'e  tomb  ? 
Content  a  curate's  humble  path  he  trod. 
Now,  with  the  poor  in  spirit,  rests  v/ith  GOD. 


particolaj  reasrm.  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  Mr.  Stonhewcr 
(the  common  friead  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason)  could 
account  for  it.     (1794). 

(7)  See  the  Heroic  Kpistlc  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  and 
the  Heroic  Postcript  to  the  Public,  by  Malcolm  Macgrcgor, 
Ksq.  A  friend  of  mine  lias  assured  mc  that  I  am  wrong  In  this 
conjecture  :  and  I  must  own  tiiat  the  Epistle  to  Shebbeare,  and 
the  Dean  anc]  the  Squire,  attributed  to  the  same  author,  have 
somewhat  diminished,  but  not  destroyed,  my  confidence  in  it's 
probability  («).  The  abilities  of  great  men  are  generally  rersatile. 

As  I  have  Written  the  lines,  they  shall  continue  to  stand 
as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  io  a  man,  from  whose  acknowledged 
foetry  I  have  received  much  delight.  The  strains  of 
Musscits.  and  the  Druid  minslrells  have  still  their  charms  ;  and 
he  must  have  cold  feelings  -who  cannot  be  moved  by  the  sim- 
plicity of  Klfrida.  The  FiUglish  Garden,  though  with  a  few 
faults,  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  admirer  of  otir  national  taste. 
(1791).  See  the  Fourth  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  in  which 
Mr.  Mason  is  again  mentioned.    (1798) 

{a)  The  papers  of  the  late  Lord  Orford  CHorace  Walpole)  may 
poL>':ibly  throw  some  llgiit  on  this  subject.     (March  1798). 
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To  worth  untitled  vrould  your  fancy  turn?     65 
TiieMiise  all  friendless  wept  o'er  Mickle's  {s)  urn: 
^lickle,  who  hade  the  strong  poetic  tide 
Roll  o'er  Britannia's  shores  in  Lusitanian  pride- 

AUTHOR. 

Then  I  must  suit  the  temper  of  these  times. 
Degraded  now  to  mere  historic  rhymes;  70 

And  last  be  hail'd  in  some  sagacious  page. 
The  finest,  briglitcst  poetof  the  age; 
And  that  with  grave  solemnity  so  sad, 
Faitli,  tis  enough  to  make  poor  Hayley  [t)  mad. 

(;•)  "  The  Flights  of  Fancy,  4to,  by  Thomas  Penrose,  Cu- 
rate of  Newbury^  Berks."  The  names  of  the  poems  alluded  t» 
are  these,  The  Helmets,  The  Carousal  of  Odin,  and  Madness. 
lie  published  these  himself,  and  no  more ;  and  I  speak  of  th<?se. 
No  author  should  be  judged  for  posthumous  works,  published 
by  his  friends y  except  he  ordered  tliem  to  be  published  after 
his  decease. 

(i)  William  Julius  Mickle,  a  man  of  genius,  and  of  great 
poetical  powers.  He  translated  the  Lusiad  of  Camocns  ina  free 
paraphrastic  manner,  but  with  the  spirit  of  an  original  poet.  I 
never  could  account  for  the  neglect  of  so  very  poetical  a  work. 

(t)  JJaj/If^.'—Figer  scribondi  ferre  laborem, 

Scribendi  rccfe,  nam  ui  muUiim  nil  moror.t 
t  Ilor.  1,  L.  l.Sat.  4.  r.  i2. 
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No :  though  in  vaui  I  may  attempt  to  please,    7-5 
I'll  write  with  learning  what  I  think  with  ease. 

AVhat  ?  from  the  Muse,by  cryptogamic  stealth, (u) 
Must  I  purloin  her  native  sterling  wealth  ? 

The  notes  which  Mr.  Hayley,  who  is  a  very  ingenious  man 
and  a  pleasing  scholar,  has  written  on  his  various  poems  ar* 
very  amusing,  and  not  unfrequently  afford  much  instruction. 
Had  he  but  learned  the  art  of  blotting,  he  might  possibly  have 
attained  considerable  eminence,  and  preserved  it.  But  as  he 
is  in  general  too  feeble,  tedious,  and  insufferably  prolix,  {uixe 
hoiiti(fuc  dc  verbiage)  consequently,  i:c.  &c.  See  Horace,  who 
has  pronounced  an  irreversible  sentence  on  all  such  persons 
stiliiig  themselves  p»ets,  however  voluminous  their  works  may 
bo. 

(t))  ''•  The  Botanic  Oardrn  and  tho,  T.oves  of  the  Plants, 
''•  by  Dr.  Darwin.''  I  wish  men  would  peruse  the  treatise 
de  Causis  Corrupta^  Eloquentiae,  («)  before  they  attempt  by 
prcttinesscs,  glittering  words,  points,  conceits,  and  forced 
thoughts,  to  sacrifice  propriety  and  just  imagery  to  the  rage  of 
raere  movelty.  This  will  always  be  the  ca«e,  Avhcn  writers  in 
prose,  or  verse,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  tf»use  Saucho's  phrase  a 
little  metaphorically)  *'  M'ant  bettot  bread  than  is  made  of 
wheal.''  ^Modern  ears  are  absolutely  (hhai/rhcd  hy  such  poetry 
as  Dr  Darwin's,  Mhich  marks  the  decline  of  simplicity  and  of 
trueta^le  in  this  country.  It  is  to  Kngland,  whatSeneca's  prose 
was  to  Rome  :   Abundat  dulcibus  vi'tiis.  (b) 

Dryden  and  Pope  arc  the  standards  of  excellence  in  this 
species  of  writing  in  Our  language;    and  when  young  minds' 

ar«' 


(a)  Printed  at  the  cnd.of  Tacitus,  under  the  title  "  Dialogus. 
'*  de  Oratorlbus,'' one  of  the  most  finished  trerxtiscs  of  antiquity.' 
(b)  (Jiiintil.lib,  10.  c.  1.     .-.  -    .;  . 
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In  filmy,  gawzy,  gossamery  lines, 
With  lucid  language,  ana  most  dark  designs,    80 
In  sweet  tetrandriian,  inonogyniaji  strains. 
Pant  for  a, pi/sti/l  in  botanic  pains; 
On  the  luxurious  lap  of  Flora  thrown. 
On  beds  of  yielding  vegetable  down, 
Kaise  lust  in  pinks ;  and  with  unhallow'd  fire     85 
Bid  the  soft  virgin  violet  expire?  (  r) 

Is  it  for  me  to  creep,  or  soar,  or  doze. 
In  modish  song,  or  fashionable  prose  ?  (j/) 

are  rightly  instituted  in  their  works,  they  may,  without  mucK 
danger,  read  such  glittering  verses  as  Dr.  Darwin's.  They  will 
then  perceive  the  distortion  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  harlotry 
of  the  ornaments.  It  would  also  be  a  happy  thing  for  all  natu- 
ralists, whether  poets  or  writers  in  prose,  if  they  would  in  the 
words  of  a  true  poet,  *'  Look  through  Nature  up  to  Nature's 
God!''  Dr.  Darwin  is  certainly  a  man  of  great  fancy  ;  but  I  will 
Hot  cease  to  repeat,  that  good  writing  and  good  poetry  require 
something  more. 

(jt)  I  would  just  hint  that  it  is  arnatter  of  some  curiosity  to 
me  to  conceive,  how  young  ladies  are  instructed  in  (he  terms  of 
botany,  which  are  veri/  sijiificant.  It  cannot  however  even 
be  supposed,  that  any  person  would  discountenance  the  study 
of  Botany  and  of  Natural  History  which  opens,  enlarges,  and 
aoimates  the  youthful  miud.  when  conducted  with  propriety 
atid  discriiiiinatioa. 


To  pen  with  garreteers  obscure  and  shabby, 
liisciiptive  nonsense  in  a  fancied  Abbey;  {z)    90 
Or  some  Warkworthian  hermit  tale  endite. 
Such  ditties  as  our  gossip  spinsters  write  ? 

Saj^  must  I  tempt  some  NoveFs  luHing  theme. 
Bid  the  bright  eye  o'er  Celestina  (2;:::)  stream  ^ 

(y)  I  allude  to  the  poising  of  sentences,  their  triads,  and 
other  artifirial  divisions  of  modern  prose,  by  which  the  whole 
simplirity  and  natural  dignity  of  our  English  style  are  aban- 
doned and  lost. 

(:)Such  trash  as  a  vile  pamphlet  called  Kilkhampton  Abbey, 
S^x.  S;c.  Sfc.  in  short  the  whole  nmgiius  Labyriiitlii.  Kvery 
age  produces  similar  trash,  and  this  name  serves,  as  well  as  auy 
other,  to  mark  my  meauing  iu  this  place. 

(z:)  Put  for  almost  any  modora  uorel.  Mrs  Charlotte 
Smith,  JNIrs.  Inchbald,  Mrs.  Mary  Robinson,  Mrs.  iic.  &,c, 
though  all  of  them  are  very  ingenious  ladies,  yet  they  are  too 
freqaeutly  Khining  or  frisking  iu  novels,  till  our  girls'  heads 
t\\Ti\  wild  with  impossible  adventures,  and  are  now  and  then 
taln.'od  v.itli  democracy,  and  sometimes  with  infidelity  and 
loo.-^e  principles. 

Not  so  the  mighty  magician  of  the  ]\Iysti:riks  of 
I' i>or.}'Ho.(a)  bred  and  nourished  by  the  Flc^rentine  Muses  in 
thiir  sacred  solitary  cavorus,  amid  the  paler  shrines  of  Gothic 
fiuperstition,  aud  in  all  the  dreariness  of inchautment ;  a  poetesi 
whom  Ariosio  would  with  rapture  hare  acknowledged,  as  th« 
'■'  La  nudrita 
Danigclla  Trirulzia  al  sacko  speco.*"     (17:96.) 


(«)  Mrs.  AxNt  Uadclifie.  *  0.  !'.  c.  IG. 


With  fiibled  knights,  and  talcs  of  slighted  love. 
Such  as  our  Spanish  Cato  {a)  might  approve  ? 

1  would  say  a  word  on  Romances  or  Ncvels.  No  man  of 
genius  or  of  judgment  ever  despised  or  neglected  the  great  nia-s- 
tcrs  in  this  useful  and  alluring  species  of  writing,  beginning  with 
the  Odyssey  of  Ilomor.  No  works  can  be  read  with  more 
delight  and  advantage,  when  they  are  selected  witli  discrimina- 
tion ;  they  animate  and  improve  the  mind.  Every  person 
should  be  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  Cervantes,  of  Ls 
Sage's  unequalled  and  unrivalled  Gil  Bias,  and  of  Tom  Jonis, 
(that  great  comic  Epic  poem)  by  Fielding.  These  perhaps  are 
all  which  it  is  necessary/  to  read;  and  they  aftbrd  illustration  to 
every  event  of  life. 

From  these,  with  great  caution,  we  must  pa*s  to  later  wri- 
ters. SmoUt't  had  much  penetration,  though  he  is  frequently 
too  vulgar  to  please;  but  his  knowledge  of  men  and  manners 
is  unquestionable.  Of  Sterne  and  Rousseau  it  is  difficult  to 
speak  without  being  misunderstood  ;  yet  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
ny the  praise  of  wit  and  originality  (*)  to  Yorick,  or  of  capti- 
vating eloquence  to  the  philosopher  of  vanity.  Their  imitators 
are  below  notice.  I  never  read  the  Elolsa  without  the  pathetic 
exclamation  of  Dante : 

Per 

(*)  I  cannot  think  that  the  ingenious,  amusing,  and  acute 
observatious  of  Dr.  Feuriau,  in  which  he  has  traced  some  of 
Steroe's  hints  and  remarks  to  Rabelais,  Burton,  and  other  wri- 
ters, detract  froro  the  absolute  originality  of  his  genius.  They 
point  out  the  train  of  his  wild  and  excentric  reading  ;  but  hi? 
manner  and  his  wit  are  still,  and  v,ill  ever  coniinue  to  bp, 
exclusireiy  his  own.     ^1800) 


5S 
In  Travels  for  the  heart,  [b]  and  not  the  head, 
From  post  to  pilhir,  and  from  board  to  bed. 

Per  piu  fiate  gli  occhi  ci  sospinse 

Quclla  Ic'ttura^  ct  scolorocci  il  riso  ; 

Ma  solo  un  puufofti,   quel  die  ci  vt'nse. 

Quandu  Icggenuno.  corainciai,  ^A/,  lasso  ! 

Quanti  doldpenr.ier^  quanta  desh 

Mcno  costoro  al  dolor oso  passo  !  (f)} 
The  tloisa  is  a  very  dangerous  book,  in  it's  commencement, 
and  I  would  particularly  warn  yonnj^  persons  to  avoid  it.  The 
book  is  now  indeed  bc}  ond  the  reach  of  any  controll ;  but  as  tlie 
characler  of  the  author  is  now  fully  undcr!»toodj  it's  power  of 
doing  harm  is  considerably  diminished.  But  to  extract  good 
out  of  evil,  I  must  observe,  it  is  but  justice  to  the  author  of  it, 
to  acknowledge,  that,  (as  the  book  is  so  much  read  and  can- 
not be  suppressed,)  the  result  from  the  perusal  of  the  Avholc 
taken  togsther  is  this, namely;  that  perpetual  uneasiness,  disqui- 
etude, and  often  irreversible  misery  are  the  certain  cousequcn- 
cesof  vice,  or  of  fatal  misconduct,  in  any  woman  however  gif- 
ted, or  as  it  appears,  however  reclaiujed.  It  is  dilFicult,  I  think, 
it  is  impossible,  to  deny  or  disprove  this ;  but  1  still  wish  the 
novel  had  never  been  written. 

I,et  us  then  turn  to  Clarissa,  the  work  of  a  man  of  virtue  and 
geniiis.  which  i;  too  celebrated  for  any  additional  praise.  Mrs./J*" 
Charlotte  Smith  has  great  poetical  powers,  and  a  pathos  which 
commands  attention.  Much  knowledge  of  life  and  ingenuity 
areseen  in  Miss  13urney 's,  now  Mrs.D'Arblay's.  Novels  ;  but  her 
propensity  to  high  colouring  and  broad  farce  have  lessened 
their  effect*  It  is  a  fatal  error  in  this  species  of  writing  to 
OTcrstep  the  boundaries  of  nature  and  of  real  life.  I  cannot 
descend  among  all  the  modern  farrago  of  novels,  which  are  too 

often 
(6)  Dante  Inf.  c.  5. 


09 
Through  chmes  of  various  wop  the  pilgrim Tcad, 
Till  Charlotte  droops,  and  master  misses  biped.  100 


offcu  "  receipts  to  make  w— s,"  Yet  T  could  solt'Cta  few.  whirh 
have  merit,  with  great  pleasure,  if  it  were  not  foreign  to  my 
purpose  to  enlarge  on  this  topic. 

I  cannot  howerer  refrain  from  giving  a  ju«;t  and  sensible  ob- 
servation from  the  latest  writer  on  this  subject,  in  his  view  of 
Romance^  ;  an  Essay  composed  rather  hastily,  and  perhaps 
inaccurately,  but  with  all  the  power  of  pleasing  and  happj 
facility  of  writing  so  conspicuous  throughout  his  works.  Dr. 
jNIoore  thus  expresses  himself:  "  Modern  romances  and  novels 
"  arc,  or  ought  to  be,  a  representation  of  life  and  manners  in 
*'  the  country,  where  the  scene  is  placed.  Had  works  of 
*'  this  nature  existed  in  the  floiiri^hing  ages  of  the  Greek  and 
*'  Roman  Republics,  and  had  i-ome  of  the  best  of  thera  been 
*'  preserved,  how  infinitely  would  they  be  relished  at  present! 
*'  as  they  would  give  a  much  more  satisfactory  picture  of  private 
**  and  domestic  life  than  is  found  in  history,  which  dwells 
*•  chiefly  on  war  and  affairs  of  state."     (1798) 

(a)  The  late  venerable  Earl  Camden  (once  Lord  High  Chan- 
<;ellor  of  England,  a  character  of  digtiity,  ability,  learning  and 
indcpcndencej)  is  said  to  have  learned  Spanish  very  late  in  life, 
to  read  the  romances  in  that  language;  having  exhausted  those 
written  in  English,  French,  and  Italian.  Ail  the  world  knows 
that  Cato  learned  Greek  at  sixty  years  of  age,  to  read  the 
romances  in  that  tongue. 

{b)  All  such  works  as  abound  in  what  is  called  ia  modern 
jargon,    the  sublime  instinct  of  seniinaenf. 

*  Prefixed  to  Dr.  Mcore's  editionofSmollefa  works  in  1737. 
page  92. 
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0CTA\'1US. 

Tf  these  disgust,  to  serious  cares  attend. 
And  make  serene  Philosophy  your  friend. 
Pen  some  choice  Fragment  [c]  in  the  genuine  taste. 
Each  pow'r  combin'd  of  wit  and  learning  waste^ 


(f)  Alluding  to  the  swarm  of  frec-thiulcing  and  dcinocratical 
pamphlets  with  which  the  public  have  been  pestered.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  interference  of  the  legislature,  and  the  consti- 
tutional exertions  of  private  societies  have  either  lessened  their 
numberj  or  deprived  them  of  their  malignant  intentions.  The 
time  for  discrimination  sccnis  to  he  come.  Toleration  is 
fully  granted  to  all  opinions,  subject  to  the  controul  of  the 
legislature  after  their  publication,  in  the  open  courts  of  law  by 
the  verdict  of  a  jury,  in  which  true  Ubcrtif  consists.  Good 
order  and  jast  au;hority  must  be  maintained  with  vigour  and 
decision. 

But  HE  is  chiefly  to  be  consulted,  who,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  use  the  language  a  little  meiaplioricaliy,  "  hath  stood 
*'  between  the  dead  and  the  living,  and  stayed  the  plague," 
EoMUNn  Bl'rke  !  greater  and  brighter  in  the  decline,  than  in  the 
noon-day  of  his  life  and  vigour.  It  would  be  almost  an  injury 
to  name  the  works  whereof  all  Europe  rings  ;  but  to  his  coun- 
trymen they  speak  with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted. 

OMNES 

Admonet,  et  magna  testatur  voce  per  umbras, 

DiSClTE  JCSTtrtAM   MONITI,  EX    NOS    TEMNER.E  J)lVOs!       (179-1.) 

On  a  second  consideration  however  I  think  it  right  to  name 
tlicse  works  of  Mr.  Burko.     1 .  K.ellcctioas  ou  the  Revolutioa 
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Smart  and  concise,  with  deepest  meaning  fraught. 
Neat  be  the  types,  and  the  vignettes  high  wrought; 


la  France  and  on  the  proceedings  in  certain  societies  in  Londoa 
relative  to  that  event,  (1790.)  2.  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the 
National  Assembly.  (1791).  3.  An  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 
Old  Whigs  in  consequence  of  some  discussions  in  Parliament 
relative  to  the  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution.  (1791). 
4.  A  Letter  on  the  Attack  made  on  him  in  the  H.  of  L.  by  the 
D.  of  Bedford,  and  the  E.  of  Lauderdale  (1796).  5.TwoLcttcrs 
on  the  proposals  for  Peace  with  the  Regicide  Directory  of 
France(1796).  6.  (Posthumous  in  1797,)  Letters  on  the  conduct 
of  our  domestic  Parties  with  regard  to  French  Politics,  includ- 
ing Observations  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Minority  in  the  Session 
of  1793.  7.  Memorials  on  French  affairs,  1791,  92,  and  93.— 
N.  B.  The  remainder  of  Mr.  Burke's  posthumous  writings  may 
be  expected  from  the  exemplary  zeal  and  honourable  attention 
of  his  executors,  Dr.  Laurence  and  Dr.  King.  "  Sunt  adhuc 
^'  curae  hominibus  fides  et  oiTiciura  ;  sunt  qui  defunctorum 
^'  quoque  amicos  agant.''*     (1797.) 

Whoever  warns  ihs  living  against  a  mortal  distemper,  or 
shews  the  causes  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  prevention,  and  the  final 
remedy,  may  be  said  to  stand,  as  a  guardian  angel,  between  the 
dead  and  the  living.  In  this  sense,  Edmund  Burke  stayed  the 
plague,  by  his  masterly,  vigorous,  and  formidable  exposure, 
to  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  the  modern 
French  principles  and  national  desolation,  in  all  the  fullness  of 
their  deformity,  and  in  the  terrors  of  their  operation.  Th^ 
spear  of  Ithuricl  discovered  and  displayed  Satan  in  his  propet 
shape. 

*  Plia»  Ep. 
F 
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With  frontispiece  to  catch  the  gaxer's  eye,      •'■  ■ 
Treason,   the  pile,  the  basis,  blasphemy  ;  (cc) 
Free  from  dull  order,  decency,  and  rule. 
With  dogmas  fresh  from  the  Sans  Soiici-school ;  110 
With  definitions  vague  and  terms  mysterious. 
Seeming  humilit}',  but  tone  imperious. 
Mankind's  meek  friend,  and  Nature's  gentle  sage,. 
The  priest  of  Reason  in  her  chosen  age  j    {d) 


(cc)  The  basis,  hlasphemy. — This  is  the  progress  of  modern 
Eepublicacisni.  TJie  dissolution  or  rejection  of  all  religious 
principle  prepares  the  mind  for  breaking  every  bond  of  esta- 
blished government,  however  just  or  reasonable,  to  introduce 
into  practice  some  new  theory  of  general  good  ;  so  rery  general 
indeed,  as  to  have  nothing  to  doTvith  the  good  of  (he  individual. 
For  the  nature  of  this  gevkral  coon  consult  the  National  As- 
sembly and  Convention  of  France:  *'  Agri,  edificia,  loca.  pos- 
'•'  sejj^iones,  (cQLLUM  ET  MARE  pra».terraiserunt,  cajtera  complexi 
"sunt)  publice  data,  assigxata,  cen(///a /."+  Mirabeau  began 
with  these  memorable  ■words:  "  Sivous  TQulez  jine  Revolu- 
*'  TioXj  il  faut  CDfnmenccr  par  dccatholiciserJaFrance.*^ {^17S4.) 

'  (ff)  One  of  the  most  extraordinary  trcatist.vof  this  kind,  iS  a 
TTork  in  French,  intltlod,  "'The  Ri;ins  ;  or  a  Meditation  dn 
**  the  Revolufion  of  F.njpirts ;-  by-Mfe.  VoL^fr.Y,  Deputy  to 
'^  the  National- Assembly  in  1789.""  -It4s  ■Written 'with  some 

"■■•  - '  •'   -    -■-  '■-      ■-    -                        -spirit, 
'.  ^  Cic,  "^e  T-cgTA^f arrOrat:  -3.- 
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Then  bending  low,  with  equal  reverence  search 


iplrit,  and  not  Avithout  eloquence  in  some  parts,  and  abounds 
with  what  is  noio  called  Philosophy. 

The  intent  of  this  book  is  to  attack  every  principle  of  religion 
in  the  heart,  even  the  prineiples  of  the  religion  now  termed, 
natural.  Mr.  "Vo'Iney  M'ish^s  to  convinee  mankind,  that  cren/ 
pretence  to  revelation,  in  every  age  and  in  every  country,  is 
equally  false  and  equally  unfounded  ;  and  by  a  jargon  of  lan- 
guage, and  antiquity,  and  mythology,  and  philosophy,  he  la- 
bours to  confound  and  blend  them  all  in  uncertain  tradition  and 
astronomiad  allusions.  And  all  this  is  attempted  to  be  done, 
that  the  world  may  be  prepared  for  the  French  Revolution,  and 
-  for.the  principles.on  which  it  was  effected.  la  this  point  he  seems 
to  act  not  without  reason,  as  the  principles  of  this  revolution 
are  laid  in  the  rejection  of  all  religion,  and  were  so  from  the 
yery  beginning  of  it  ;  though  we  may  be  surprised  when  we  are 
assured,  that  it  is  "  An  age  of  deliverance  for  a  great 
*'  people^   and  of  HO VK  ron.  all  the  earth  !  !  I  (c) 

The  real  ignorance  of  this  man,  on  the  subject  of  true  reli- 
gion, is  as  conspicuous  as  the  puny  literature  which  appears  to 
support  his  strange  doctrines  and  foolish  opinions.     Upon  the 
subject  of,  what  he  calls, the  filiation  of  religions,  (for  the  French 
must  have  their  new  jargon  of  words  in  every  subject)  he  says, 
"•  We  acknowledge  in  one  word,    that  all  the  tl.colog/cal  doc. 
:  **  trines  on  the  origin  of  the  world,  on  the  nature  of  God,   on 
:}'  the  rerelatjou  of  his  laws,  and  the  appearance  of  his  person, 
:'^'  are  nothing  more  than  recitals  of  aytrunomicril  facts,   and 
*'  figurative  and  ^Tth\^mzt\c-d\  dories  of  the  play  of  the  cunstel- 
"  lations  !  !  .'"  i.  e.  du  jcu  des  constellations,  (b) 

(rt)  p.  88.  I  refer  to  th^  pages  of  the  Preach  original* 
(6)  Volney;  p-  1G7. 
F  2 
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The  storied  portico,  and  sainted  church  ; 


I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  superstition  and  credulity  «f 
mankind  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  but  what  Mr.  Volncy 
would  impose  upou  us,  for  the  truth,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  any 
credulity  ever  yet  required.  Then  he  introduces  the  systems  of 
idolatry,  the  worship  of  the  stars,  the  two  principles  or  dualism, 
(a  little  more  French  jargon,)  the  monde  anime  and  the  monde 
machine,  Moses,  Zoroaster,  Confucius,  and  Brama  ;  and  last 
comes  Christianity.  The  chapter  on  this  subject  is  the  strangest 
of  all,  for  he  declares,  that  cnuisTiA>fiTY  cojuisis  in  the  alle- 
gorical xaorship  of  the  Sun  under  the  cahalislicnl  names  of  Chris- 
en,  orVcs-usorJcsusI!!  ^'  C'hristianisme  ou  ciiltc  allcgo- 
*^  riqucdu  Solcil^  sous  lesnoms  cabalistiques  de  Chris-en  ou  Yes- 
*<  us  ou  Jesus  !  f  .'''  And  this  is  a  formidable  opponent !  thi«' 
is  one  of  tke  guides  to  whom  wc  arc  to  gire  up  omt prejudices  ! 
Read  any  oue  of  the  four  Evangelists,  and  then  give  your  owa 
answer.  ' 

The  impudence  of  Mr.  Volney  is  at  least  equal  to  any  other 
power  he  possesses,  for  he  requires  of  his  reader  only  the  surren- 
der of  his  common  ^ense,  and  common  understanding,  and  the 
common  principles  of  any  knowledge.  Yet  he  demands  the- 
admission  of  all.his  allegories  and  mystical  meanings,  (of  which,- 
in  the  true  French  stile,  no  doubt  is  to  be  entertained,)  and 
then  the  world  is  to  be  emancipated  and  delivered.  From 
what  ?— From  credulity  and  superstition.  Q.  E.  D,  Upon  thi«^ 
Mr.  Volney  observes,  "  tlic  priosts  murmuf."  I  think  the 
laity  will  at  least  do  as  much,  at  the  words  of  this  apostle  of 
nonsense,  blasphemy,  folly,  a,nd— the  rights  of  mankind,  which 
the  French  never  fail  to  introduce,  when  they  have  laid  them  all 
prostrate,  civil,  moral,  and  mental.  This  is  but  a  specimea 
of  such  writers,  to  whom  we  are  to  bow  as  the  deliverers  of 


6J 
1  ill,  wheedling  round  with  metaphysic  art, 


Tnaiikind  frum  superstition,  and  the  directors  of  our  minds  in 
fhe  ways  of  truth.  '•  Professing  thcmselTes  wise  they  are  be. 
come  fools  !" 

The  best  men  are  i»(levd  convinced,  that  the  ways  and  works 
of  Providence  are  inscrutable,  and  that  the  nature  of  God  is 
incomprehensible;  and  they  lament  their  own  insufficiency. 
Yet  they  feci  themselves  bound  by  the  laws  of  reasoning,  and 
of  the  speciiic  evidence  in  every  great  question  dirine  and  hu- 
Tnan.  They  are  best  projjared  to  acknowledge  the  depth  and 
height  of  eternal  wisdom  and  mercy,  and  the  difficulties  of  at- 
taining to  thij  knowledge.  They  assent  to  the  words  of  a  man 
of  no  vulgar  erudition  *  or  mediocrity  of  talents,  when  he 
declares,  "  Quantis  suspiriis  et  gemitlbug  {iatjUtquaniiiiacunqug 
"  ex  parte  possit  intelligi  Deus  I" 

I  cannot  withhold  the  following  *c;ferct/ observations,  which 
arc  rational,  important,  eloquent,  and  argumentative.  "  It  is  a 
very  wonderful  thing,  that  a  being  such  as  man,  placed  on  a 
tittle  globe  of  earth,  in  a  little  corner  of  the  universe,  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  other  systems  which  are 
dispersed  through  the  immensity  of  space  ;  imprisoned  as  it  were 
©n  the  spot  where  he  happens  to  be  born  ;  almost  utterly  igno- 
rant of  the  variety  of  spiritual  existences,  and  circumscribed 
in  his  knowledge  of  material  things,  by  their  remoteness,  mag. 
aitude,  or  minuteness  ;  a  stranger  to  the  nature  of  the  very 
pebbles  on  which  he  treads;  unacquainted,  or  but  very  obscurely 
informed  by  his  natural  faculties  of  his  condition  after  death; 
it  is  very  wonderful,  that  a  being  such  as  this,  should"  reluc- 
tantly receive,  or  fastidiously  reject,  the  insirucizon  0/  the 
Eternal  God!  Or,  if  this  is  saying  too  much,  that  he  should 
hastily,  Qegligeatly,  or  triumphantly  concl^ude,  that  the  Sopremc 

F  3  -•      B^fng 

*  Aagustinus. 
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You  steal  Religion  fiOm  the  unguarded  heart. 


Being  neter  had  roudesccnded  to  instruct  the  race  of  man.  It 
might  properly  have  boon  expected,  that  a  rational  being,  so 
circiimstancedj  would  have  sedulously  enquired  into  a  subject 
of  such  vast  importance  ;  that  he  would  not  have  suffered  him-^ 
self  to  have  been  diverted  from  the  investigation  by  tiie  pursuits 
of  wealth,  or  honour,  or  any  temporal  concern;  much  less 
by  notions  taken  up  without  attention,  arguments  admitted 
without  examination,  or  prejudices  imbibed  in  early  youth, 
from  the  profane  ridicule,  or  impious  jestings  of  sensual  and 
immoral  men. — Some  diflicultics  will  undoubtedly  remain, 
and  it  would  be  a  miracle,  greater  than  any  wc  are  instructed  to 
believe,  if  there  remaiued  none.  If  a  being  with  but  five  scanty 
inh'ts  of  knowledge,  separated  but  yesterday  from  his  mother 
earth,  and  to-day  sinking  again  into  her  bosom,  could  fathom 
the  depths  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  Him,  Khich  is,  and 
v>hkh  i:a.'^j  andniiich  is  to  comcj  The  Lord  God  ALMiGHTYl.*'(a) 
Before  I  close  (las  note,  I  cannot  help  reminding,  not 
informing,  cverj/  reader,  that  even  Tacitus,  (the  favourite  author 
of  many  free  thinkers,  though  I  know  not  why)  has  boriijB 
testimony  to  the  existence  and  U>t  sufferings  of  Jescs  Christ, 
under  the  procurator  Pontius  Pilate,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius. 
*'  Auctor  nominis  ejus  CiiRJSXfs,  qui  Tibcrio  impcritante,  per 
procuratorem  Pontiuro  Pilatum,  supplicioalTectuserat*."  Yet 
we  are  assured,  with  an  effrontery  Avifhoiit  a  parallel,  that 
CniiisT,  or  Chris-en,  is  only  a  c(/ha//sfical  namo  oi  the  Sun- 
Soj  we  might  say  with  equal  ingenuity,  is  the  name  of  Caesar,  of 

Socrates, 

(ff)  Preface  (p.  0  and  13)  to  the  Theological  Tracts,  in 
six  volumes  octavo,  collected  by  Richard  Watsoti,  D,  D. 
bishop  of  LaiidalT. 

*   Anna1.  I,.  15.  sett.  44. 
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And  in  the  see-saw  undulating  play, 
The  moral  chorus  dies  in  words  away.  120 

Thence  careless  saunt'ring  in  Vacuna's  vale. 
Tune  to  your  listless  lyre  some  Crazy  Tale ;  (/) 
Dash  for  applause,  nor  seek  a  poet's  name. 
Content  with  scribbling  and  ambiguous  fame; 
Prom  laws  of  metre  free,  (which  idly  serve 
To  curb  strong  genius  and  it's  swelling  nerve\ 
In  verse  half  veil'd  raise  titillating  lust. 
Like  girls  that  deck  with  flowers  Priapus*  bust,  {g) 


Socrates,  or  of  Pla<o.  Are  we  not  ashamed  of  listening  to  such 
writers  as  Mr.  Volney,  who  address  us  so  unworthily  ?  Yet  this  is 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Volney,  and  such  as  Mr.  Volney.  treat 
the  whole  human  race,  men  and  women,  learned  and  unlearned. 
The  g'cncra^ charafc'ter  of'aU  these"  writers  may  be  expressed  in 
language  at  once  awful  and  true  :  "  Non  esc  qui  judicat  Tere; 
confidunt  in  nihilo,  loquuntur  Tanilatcs ;  conceperimt  labo- 
rem,  pepererunt  iniqr.itatem." 

(/)  See  Crazy  Talcs.  &c.     and   the   whole  school   of  La 
Fontaine. 

(^•■)  Sec  Angelica  Kauffman's  elegant  print ;  but  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  gubject  is  purely  classical. 

Speaking  on  t!iis  subject,  a  friend  of  mine  would  insist  upon 
my  perusing  a  long  disciuisition  in  quarto,  on  the  Worshiv 

o» 
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Go  turn  to  Madar,  and  in  Gospel  truth. 
And  Thelypthoric  (//!  lore  instruct  our  youth:  130 


OF  J*iiiAprs,  (printed  in  1786)  with  numerous  and  mosi 
disgusting  plates.  It  has  not  been  publishwl,  but  distribute^ 
liberally,  («)  without  any  iujuaction  of  secrecy,  to  the  crncn'ti 
in  speculative  Priapism,   a$  one  would  think. 

As  I  hope  the  treatise  may  be  forgotten  I  shall  not  name  the 
author  (b),  but  obserTC,  that  all  the  ordure  and  filth,  all  the 
antique  pictures,  and  all  the  representations  of  the  generative 
organs,  in  their  most  odious  and  degradiwg  protrusion,  have 

been 


(a)  i.  c.  By  the  Dilettanti  Society.  The  solemnity  with  which 
the  Dilettanti  meet  and  present  their  valuable  works  to  the 
chosen  few,  and  the  inscription  in  the  blank  leaf  of  each  book, 
arc  rather  ludicrous.  The  President  (of  the  day)  is  invested 
with  a  Roman  Toga  in  a  sort  of  consular  pomp.     Before  the 

vote  for  printing  Mr. 's  Pn'apus  had  passed,   I  should 

have  said  with  Roman  sternness,  hud  I  been  present,  "  I  lictor, 
*<  colliga  manus.jl" — ^This  Roman  farce  would  fand  perhaps 
may)  form  the  subject  of  a  legitimate  Satire.  (1796).  The 
Dilettanti  Society  best  know  uhat  emblem,  modelled  in  wax, 
is  laid  upon  their  table  at  their  solemn  meetings, 

^''  Greece 
**  Discumbunt ;    nccvclariv-icxviwjuhcfnr: 
*•  Forsitan  expectes^   ut  Gaditana  cunoro 
"  Incipiat  prurire  choro."  Juv. 

(b)  The  author  afterwards  named  himself,  and  was  very 
angry  with  roc  without  any  reason.  I  only  did  my  duty  to  the 
public—See  V-  of  L.  Dial,  2.  v.  57.    (Added  Arg.  1797). 

!  Ut.  tib.  I.  ^  26 
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Some  plain  positions  lay,  as  simply  thus  ; 
Marriage  (i)  coiisists  in — actu  coitus  ; 


been  raked  together  and  copulated  (for  no  other  idea  seems  to 
be  in  ths  mind  of  the  author)  and  copulated,  I  say,  with  a  ne^r 
species  of  blasphemy.  Such  are,  what  I  would  call,  the  records 
of  the  stews  and  bordellos  of  Grecian  and  Roman  antiquity, 
exhibited  for  the  recreation  of  antiquaries,  and  the  obscene 
revelliugs  of  Greek  scholars  in  their  private  studies.  Surely  this 
is  to  dwell  mentally  in  hist  and  darkness  in  the  loathsome  and 
polluted  chamber  at  Capreas  Essays  on  Landscape  and  Gar-' 
dening  may,  I  hope,  purify  the  mind:  aud  as  the  author  i^ 
conversant  with  Greek  writers,  and  is  now  at  a  certain  time  of 
life,  I  recommend  to  him  a  sentence  from  an  author,  who  per- 
haps is  not  in  his  catalogue,  though  Mr.  »  •  would  be 
thought  a  philosopher: 

Zo^»x  ?rp4)Toy  ayrn  «mv,    irrurv,  nprivjxn. 

(6)See  a  book  entitled  Thelypthora,  orThe  Causes  of  Fcmala 
Ruin:  in  3 vols.  8vo. — Mr.  Madan  says,  "  The  crime  of 
*^  adultery  increases  among  us,  insomuch  that  one  would  think. 
*'  many  of  the  British  ladies,  either  never  read  their  Bibles  at- 
*'  all,  or  else  only  that  edition  of  it,  which  was  printed  by  the 
<'  Company  of  Stationers  in  the  time  of  Charles  theFirst, wherein 
*'  they  printed  the  seventh  Commandment  without  the  word 
*'  notr'     Thelypth.  vol.  1.  p.  69.  2d  edit. 

(/)  These  expressions,  and  some  that  follow,  arc  taken 
yerbatim  from  the  book  iiself :  (chap,  1  and  3.  2d  edit.)  and 
yet  there  are  persons  who  thinly  that  such  treatises  ghpuld  be 
answered  seriously. 

N.  B.  If  in  this  place,  and  in  a  very  few  others,  I  hate  beeii 
obliged  to  introduce  some  expressions  which  are  rather  strong, 
readers  who  rellect,  will  pardon  me;  for  It  i^  impossible  to 
give  an  elfectual  exposure  of  th^  ^Qwarrantable  and  hcaudalou^ 

licence 


7a- 

Laymen  may  have  ten  M'ivcs;  poor  priests  (zi)  but 

one: 
Then  groMl  at  British  laws  in  surly  tone. 
That '"  loving  man  must  grind  with  loving  wife 
\n  viola  asinariay  during  life."   [Hi) 

E'en  give  with  Thickness  [k)  useful  Hints  for 
Health, 
For  public  good,  though  not  for  private  wealth; 


licence  of  some  writers  without  it.  The  folio-wing  excellent 
words  will  explain  my  meaning:  "  The  ancient  satirists  often 
*'  used  great  liberty  in  their  expressions ;  but  their  freedom  no 
*' more  resembles  this  licentiousness,  than  the  nakedness  of 
''  an  Indian  does  that  of  a  common  prostitute."  Hume's  Hist. 
ofEng.  Tol.viii.  p.  33.     (Si  sic  omnia  I) 

(ii)  SccThclypth.  toI.  1.  p.  117.  2d  edit. 

(?7/)  ''  As  thhigs  are  with  Mi,  the  poor  man  must  grind  in 
*'  mola  astnaria  during  life."   Thclypth.  vol.  I.  p.  176. 2d  edit. 

(A-)  Mr.  Thickness,  in  his  "  Valetudiuariau's  Bath  Guide," 
dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  now  Marquis  of  Lans. 
downe,  lias  these  wordSj  "  I  mj  self  am  now  turned  of  sixty, 
"  and  in  general,  though  I  have  lifcd  in  tarious  climates,  and 
^*  suffered  severely  in  body  and  mind,  j  et  having  always  partaken 
'■'■  of  the  breath  of  young  zcomcn  zchctierer  ihcijlai/  in  mj/icaj/y  I 
*^  feel  none  of  those  infirmities  which  so  often  strike  my  eyes  and 
*'  cars  in  this  great  city,  in  men  much  younger  than  myself." 
Chap,  the  fifth-  to-wlilch  Mr.  T.  has  put  his  own  name,  and  he 
is  rather  a  voluminous  author.  But,  alas  I  what  says  a  witty 
Italian  ?  "  licllu  Jcmiiid  'chc  fVde^  vuol  dir,   horsa  ckf  piange.''^ 
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Like  him?^o  shun  the  cold  embrace  of  death) 
Inhale  in  virgin  arms  ambrosial  breath.  140 

Or  from  the  Alps  extend  to  Norway's  rocks. 
With  Switzcr-Russico-KamtschatcanCoxe;  ni) 
Then  turn  full-fraught  from  bleak  Siberia's  shore. 
And  leave  us  just  as  knowing;  as  before. 

Or  bound  with  Barrington  in  charming  spell. 
Of  Irish  (o)  trouts  v»'ith  gizzard  stomachs  tell; 


(a)  The  Rev.  William  Coxe,  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  &c,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  This  author  is  a  gentleman  of  learnii^,  abi. 
lity  and  information,  but  he  is  too  prolix  and  too  voluminoug; 
'*  Composuit  oCTo  Voluinina,  ?«(7;/t' magisquam  ineleganter*." 

A  writer  of  Travels  should  tell  us  what  he  has  seen  or  heard 
himself y  and  not  abridge  histories  of  former  times,  and  insert 
them^  in  his  book,  or  croud  it  with  biographical  memoirs  of 
deceased  gtcxtmnvi. .  Travels  lose  their  name  by  this  method  of 
composition,  and  the  public  complain  with  justice  of  the  art  of 
book-making. 

Mr.'Coxe  is  a  writer  of  great  respectability,  but  my  fear  of 
bis  works  passing  into.an  example  has  extorted  this  notice  from 
me,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  duty  to  the  public,  and  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Literature.     ^1791.) 

(o)  This   alludes  to  a  very  ingenious  account  transmitted 

to  the  Royal  Society  in  the  year   1774,  of  a  strange  fish  calhd 

the  Gillaroo  Trout,  with  the  gizzard-like  stomach,     "The  first 

.     *'  tim« 
*  Suaton.  Claud.  Sect.  41. 
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While  o'er  the  bulk  of  these  transddrd  4ceds 

**  time  (sayj  the  honourable  Mr.  BAuRiwoto*)  Icref  happeiitd 
*'  to  hear  cf  this  singular  fish,  was  from  an  Irish  judge,  who 
**  being  on  the  Connaiight  Circuit,  at  Ballynrobe,  in  the 
**  county  of  Mayo,  expressed  his  incredulity  with  regard  io 
♦'  their  existence;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  the  common  Irish 
a  i/f^a^T  of  a  rump  oi  beef,  and  a  dozen  of  claret,  on  three  or 
**  four  being  produced  the  next  day  from  a  neighbouring  lake." 

The  lionoUribleAnd  ingenious  Mr.  B.  next  proceeds  to  inform 
iht  Royal  Society,  that  the^e  gizzard-stomnchs  arc  often  served 
up  tii  table  in  Ireland,  (which  account  this  R.  S.  swallows  with 
as  mnch  ease  as  it  would  the  trout  itself;)  but  supposing  that 
some  might  be  inclined  to  doubt,  he  adds,  '*  I  C'Uld  corro~ 
**  borate  this  fact.  Were  it  necessary,  by  the  testimony  of  an 
*'  Irish  ArcJihf shop. ^^  From  an  Irish  Archbishop,  by  an  easy 
transitioB,  Mr.  Barrington  introduces  an  English  Fishmonger, 
and  declares  with  great  solemnity,  '*  I  have  shewn  the  stomach 
*'  io  Mr.  Eterett  of  Clare  Market,  a  very  intelligent  jish^ 
*^  monger^  who  declares,  that  though  he  has  cut  up  thousands 
*'  of  trouts  and  salmons,  he  never  observed  any  thing  similar  in 
"  the  Inside!"  See  (what  are  called)  Philosophical  Transactions, 
1774,  page  116-  Euge,  bene,  recte.  I  cannot  help  saying  to 
Mr.  B,  and  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  en 
this  occa?ion, 

Propcra  sfotnachum  laxare  saginis, 
£t  tua  scrratum  consume  in  sa^cuiarhomhum. 

The  reader  will  obserre  the  rhetorical  beauties  in  this  short 
extract.  Mr.  B.  darts  from  Ireland  to  England  with  incredible 
swiftness,  from  Ballynrobe  to  Clare  Market;  theij  come  in 
long  array,  incredulous  Irish  judges,    and  rumps  of  beef,  with  ■ 

w  dozens 
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Prim  BLig^^i  yanU,  and  damns  {p)  them  as  he  vends. 


Jozsns  of  claret,  not  tempered,  I  would  swear,  with  water  ffom  any 
crout  stream.  Next  appear  Irijb  Jrtbbithepi  and  DJTELLifttNi 
English  Fiibmongers,  (an  epithet,  by  the  bye,  he  denies  the  Atct- 
bishop)  and  all  this  waste  of  beautiful  language  and  deep  research  i^ 
rxpeodedto  convince  the  R.  S.  of  the  existence  of  gizzard- stotnach'd 
trouts.  Yet  this  R.  S.  not  only  receives  all  this  nonsensical  ichthv- 
ological  farrago,  but  lelettt  It  for  publication  SY  their  Qovn&it, 

Of  Mr.  Dainef  Barrington's  talents  and  erudition  I  could  speak, 
and  have  often  spoken,  with  great  pleasure.  But  when  so  very 
learned  a  man  will  write,  and  a  Royal  Philosophical  Society  m\\ 
publish  such  ituff  for  the  edification  of  Europe,  I  think  it  proper 
to  select  this  (from  myriads  of  late  iimilar  pieces  of  stuff)  for  public 
notice.  Men  of  real  learning  and  abilities  (and  "such  I  acknowledge 
Mr.  Barrington)  may  henceforth  be  rendered  cautious  how  they 
commit  themselves  and  the  societies  to  which  they  belong.  The 
R.  S.  has  been,  and  might  again  be,  of  national  utility  and  honour  j 
it  has  my  best  wishes,  and  therefore  I  have  written  this  note.  (1794). 

All  learned  Societies  must  now  look  to  their  original  principlet, 
and  consider  well  the  characters  of  the  candidates  who  are  off<re^ 
for  their  choice,  as  associates.  If  they  will  not,  the  bysts  pf  New- 
ton and  of  Boyfe  jhould  be  veiled.    (i797). 

{f)  It  is  by  no  means  intimated  that  Doctor  (!  beg  pardon) 
Sir.  Charles  Blagden  (the  Secretary  to  che  K.  S.  ^794)  is 
given  to  profane  sweating  when  be  is  tired  on  such  occasion?^ 
but  such  woiks  damn  ihv^cnselves.  It  cannot  be  piherwise,  till 
THE  CotJNCii.  will  exert  some  discriminatioD,  and  refu^* 
to  shelter  themselves  under  their  foolish  declaration  of  not 
answering,  en  a  bodf,  for  the  works  they  publish.  Every  sQciety 
^ittst  be  answerable  for  it'*  owo  jeas?  cr  nonsense,  •»  a5  A-  aooYt'* 

;mle^ 
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AUTHOR. 


Hear  me  yet  once :  (oh  might  these  labours  emi. 
And  I  to  peace  and  priracy  descend !)  loO 

Must  I,  hke  Chattcrton,  (q)  that  varlet  bright,  (r) 
Rouse  some  new  Rowley  {s)  from  a  steeple's  height  ? 


unless  they  choose  to  inscribe,  in  large  gold  letters,  over  their  meet- 
ing room,   '*  Corpus  SINE  PficTORE  1"    (1794). 

(^)  I  draw  my  humble  information  of  Chattcrton  from  his 
life  in  the  New  Biographia  Britannica,  though  I  cannot  compli- 
ment Dr.  Gregory  on  such  a  meagre  performance.  They,  who 
have  time,  may  read  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  Bryant,  Dr.  Milles,  Mr. 
Thomas  Warton,  and  all  the.  tribe,  of  major  and  of  minor  critics 
{of  single  and  of  douhlt  pinh^  as  Mr.  Sheridan  says  in  his  Critic) 
on  thii  important  subject :  but  I  have  read  something  about  vitae 
summa  brevis  &c.  &c.  and  confine  myself  to  the  general  view  of  this 
controversy  in  Mr.  INIathhi's  candid  and  comprehensive  Essay. 
(•794.) 

(r)  •*  I  am  the  veriest  varlet  that  e'er  chew'd,"  says  Falstaff, 
in  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  Act  2.-^Mr.  Horace  WaLpole,  now 
Lord  Orford,  did  not  however  seem  to  think  it  necessary  that  this 
'varlet  Chatterton  should  che^M  at  all.  See  the  Starvation 
Act,  dated  at  Strawberrv  Hill.  Vide  Gregory's  Life,  a« 
above.     (17^6.) 

(/)  As  to  this  strange  subject,  the  worjt  that  can  be  said  of 
it   if,     *■   ma^no    conatu   magnas    nuga?;''   but   they  are   trifles 

rather 
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LikeHardvvicke,(^)sheh'es  with  gossip  volumes  clog. 
Of  Baby  Charles,  and  Jemmy's  Slave  and  Dog? 
Of  Lorkin's  (v)  diligence  for  lords'. arrears, 
With  trumpery  notes  of  long  forgotten  peers? 

Shall  I  new  anecdotes  from  darkness  driw. 
That  Strawb'ry-Horace  on  the  Hill  {zv)  ne'er  saw, 
With  zvire'Zvove{x)  hot-press' d  psipev's  glossy  glare 
Blind  all  the  wise,  and  make  the  stupid  stare  ?  160 


rather  pleasant  and  instrcctive.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Milles  proved  a 
pleasant  subject  for  that  chef  d'csavre  of  wil  and  poetry,  the  Archx- 
clogical  Epistle,  written  by  Mr.  Mason. 

(/)  See  the  Miicellaneous  State  Paper?,  published  in  1773,  by 
the  late  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  2  vols.  /] to.  Letters  from  "Baby 
*'  Charles's  dear  Dad  and  Gossip,  James  the  First,  and  his  slave 
*'  and  dog,  Steenie  Buckingham,"  Sec.  Sec.  There  are  however 
some  curious  ar.d  valuable  papers  in  the  collection.  The  noble  editor 
was  a  man  of  learning. 

(•v)  "  Mr.  Lorkin  doth  use  miraculous  diligence  about  your 
*•  Lordihip's  arrears."  State  Papers,  vol.  I.  p.  631.  N.  B.  It 
often  requires  w;x>«iK/oas  diligence,  even  in  these  days,  ip  get  a/ one's 
a-rcars.  ^ee  Mr,  Pitt  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  if  you  can 
get  a  sight  of  them  :  I  never  could.     (1794). 

(zo)  The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orford,  the  owner 
of  the  Gothic  mansion  at  Strawberry  Hill  near  Twickenham. 
(i796). 
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Gr  on  imperial  foolscap  with  vignettes 
Engrave,  like  Staunton,  my  Chinese  Gazettes  ? 

(c)  AH  books  of  all  kinds  are  now  advertised  to  be  printed  on  a 
xire-zcove  paper  ^nd  hot  pressed^  with  cutSf  down  to  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  (the  uniformity  of  which  work  ii 
destroyed  by  this  folly  unworthy  of  such  a  Society,)  and  Major 
Kennel's  learned  Memoir  on  Hindostan  ;  as  if  the  intention  were, 
'that  they  should  be  looked  at,  and  not  read.  As  to  the  fury  for 
prints  and  engravings  1  would  observe,  that  the  folly  and  rapacity 
for  gain  in  some  booksellers,  have  degraded  many  works  of 
established  fame,  and  subjected  some  learned  editors  to  unmerited 
ridicule.  I  feel  for  the  injury  and  injustice  which  a  gentleman, 
I  mean  Mr.  Chrisiiao,  Professor  of  the  Laws  of  England  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  Editor  ©f  Blackstonc's  Commentaries  with  valuable 
notes  and  illustrations,  and  who  has  well  deserved  from  his  profes* 
sion,  suffered  on  this  occasion.  It  was  a  trancaaion  shame- 
ful and   unjustifiable. 

A«  to  the  wiTC-wcavcrs  or  drawers  of  paper  and  hot-pressers, 
I  must  say  to  the  public,  in  the  indignant  words  of  Apuleiu% 
Quousquc  frastra  pascctis  ignigenos  istos  ?  (a)  Surdy  this 
foolery  must  toon  cease. 

I  wish  every  author  who  prints  and  publishes  his  own  works 
on  a  xcire-xjsove  paper,  «f/atc(/  and  hot  pressed,  would  imitate  the 
honesty  of  the  late  Sir  William  Chambers,  Knight  of  the  Polar 
Star,  who  says,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire,  which  accompanies  his 
wonderful  book  on  Oriental  Gardening  ;  *'  It  contains  (says 
*'  the  Knight)  besides  a  great  deal  of  nonsense^  two  verifprelfy 
jprints  by  Bartolozzi."  Europ,  Mag.  for  Sept.  1793,— While  this 

(a)  Apuleji  Metamorph.  L.  7.  pag.  (57.  Ed.  Bipom.  17S8. 
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Or.  must  I,  as  a  \vit  with  learned  air. 
Like  Doctor  Dewlap,  (vy)  to  Tom  Payne's  (z)  repair. 
Meet  Cyrill  Jackson  [a)  and  mild  Cracherode,  (Jb) 
'Mid  literary  gods  myself  a  god? 


note  was  printing.  I  was  informed  that  Coke  upon  Lyttletoa 
with  Ilargrave's  Notes,  is  advertizing  to  be  published  on  a 
vcire  xvove paper  and  hot  pressed.  This  folly,  by  such  a  proceed- 
ing, must  surely  sign  it's  own  death-warrant.  I  wish,  however, 
that  sonae  of  our  Statutes  at  Large  could  be  a  little  wire-drawn 
and  hot  pressed  by  a  Committee  of  Parliamentary  Printers  and 
Compositors.     (1794.) 

(jj)  Put  for  any  portly  Ditine,  ''  ne  pour  la  digestion,"  as 
La  Bruyere  would  say.  The  reader  will  supply  one  to  his 
fancy.  But  he  must  not  imagine,  that  1  mean  mere  London 
Divines,  frequenters  of  routs,  plays,  operas,  Bond-street, 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  or  chatterers  in  booksellers  shops, 
as  the  representatives  of  the  British  Clergy,  who,  as  a  class  of 
men,  are  in  general  distinguished  for  literature  and  philosophy, 
and  for  manners  correspondent  to  their  profession.     (1794). 

(;)  Not  Turn  Paine  the  Democrat,  whom  we  all  execrate, 
and  who  is  now,  with  or  without  a  head  in  France,  I  hope 
in  the  late  fashion  of  that  country  (in  179  1)  ;— but  one  of  the 
best  arid  honestest  men  living,  the  very  respectable  Mr.  Thomas 
Payne  Senior,  to  whom,  as  a  bookseller,  learning  is  under 
considerable  obligations.  I  mention  this  Trypbo  Emeritus 
w  ith  great  satisfaction. 

{a)  The  present  Dean  of  Christ-Church,  Oxford,  exemplary 
for  his  diligence  and  learning  ''  in  otu  University,"  as  tht 
Dean  loves  to  tal  k .     ( 1 7'J  4 ) 
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There  make  folks  wonder  at  th'  extent  of  genius 
In  the  Greek  Aldus,  or  the  Dtitch  Frobenius, 
And  then,  to  edify  their  learned  souls, 
Q,uote/7/^«^aj<72/ sayings  froniTheShippeofFoles.  170 
Hold !  cries  Tom  Payne,  that  margin  let  me  measure. 
And  rate  the  separate  value  of  each  treasure. 
Eager  they  gaze:  "  Well  Sirs,  the  feat  is  done 3 
"  Cracherode's  Poetae  Principes  [cc)  have  won:'* 
In  silent  exultation  down  he  sits. 
With  well  be-Chaucer'd  Winkyn-Wordian  wits. 

Or  shall  I  thence  by  mock-appointment  stop. 
And  joke  with  Bryant  at  his  Elmsly's  shop? 


(6)  The  Reverend  Clayton  Cracherode,  M.  A.  Student 
of  Christ  Church  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  Trustees  of  ihc  British 
Aluscum  A  rich,  leurned,  and  most  amiable  man  (to  use  the 
words  of  the  son  of  Sirach)  "  furnished  with  ability,  living 
"  peaceably  in  his  habitation."  His  library  is  allowed  to  be 
the  choicest  in  old  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  of  any  private 
collection  in  this  country.     (1794.) 

(cc)  The  famous  edition,  by  H.  Stephens,  of  the  principal 
Greek  poets  called  '•'  Poetae  Graeci  Principes."  All  literary 
men,  from  the  little  Reverend  Bibliopolish  Dr.  Gosset,  well 
known  at  sales,  to  the  humblest  collector,  understand  this 
farce  of  mar^m-measuring,  aad  the  profit  of  it.  See  also  P. 
of  L.  Dialogue  4. 
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And  hear  it  whisper'd,  while  rm  wondrous  pliant, 
'Twas  Doctor  Dewlap  spoke  to  Mister  Bry  ANT.(rf) 

OCTAVIUS. 

How  just  was  he,  who  in  this  sapient  age. 
When  learning's  varied  cares  the  mind  engage^ 
5tood  up  self-taught,  and  in  mankind's  defence 
Pray'd  for  Professors  of  plain  common  sense ! 
But  say,  what  think  you  of  the  tragic  Stage  ?  {dd) 


(d)  When  I  name  Mr.  Bryant,  it  is  a  sufficient  eulogy. 
The  reader  however  is  referred  to  the  Second  Dialogue  of  this 
Poem  on  the  P.  of  L. 

(dd)  As  to  the  modern  Comedies  of  the  day  by  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, and  the  ra/«V/ School,  they  are  below  criticism.  Farce 
and  O'Keefe  have  seized  upon  the  stage.  "  The  players  and  I 
*'  are,  luckily,   no  friends."    (1797.^ 

I  wish  our  present  writers  would  consider  with  attention  the 
emphatic  words  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  Essay  on 
Poetry. 

*'  But  to  write  Plaj/s!  — why,   'tis  a  bold  pretence 

"To  judgment,  breeding,  wit,  and  eloquence; 

"  Nay  more;  for  they  must  look  within,  to  find 

*'•  Those  secret  turns  of  nature  in  the  mind:  &c.  Sec,  &c." 

The  author  of  The  Ileircfts  femerabered  this.     It  is  the  pro- 
duction of  a  man  of  fashion,  delicacy,  wit,  and  judgment. 

G  2 


AUTHOR. 

No:  you'll  excuse  me  there,  1  kno^v  this  a^e. 
What  ?  from  the  French  (e)  Aristotehan  school. 
Must  I  plan  Tragedies  by  line  and  rule? 
To  the  high  Gods  address  my  first  appeal. 
Then  bid  the  press  my  hidden  worth  reveal ; 
While  round  my  temples  many  a  tendril  plays 
Of  owlish  ivy  with  the  Mapvian  bays: 
And  close  in  mournful  pomp  the  tragic  rear, 
Tlvough  Jephson  (cc) scarce  can  gain  the  public  ear? 


(e)  There  are  some  deep  critics  who  read  Aristotle  in 
French,  and  cite  him  in  Greek.  — I  know  not  what  to  say 
noiD ;  the  French  have  proscribed  Corneille,  Racine,  &c.  ( 1794.) 

{cc)  Mr.  Jephson,  the  Author  of  Braganza,  The  Count  of 
Narbonne,  &c.     My  wish  is, 

Gr?inde  munus 
Cecropio  repetat  cothurno.  + 

But  no  more  dull  "  Roman  Portraits"  in  4to. 


+  Ilor.  Lib.  2.  Od.  1.  t.  H. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Still  there  are  works  which  lead  to  sure  renown, 
In  the  lay  habit,  or  the  sacred  gown ; 
Will  stamp  your  credit  at  an  easy  price, 
Learn'd  and  ingenious,  {d)  or  a  Viv  Clariss : 
Take  Markham's  Armorie,  (e)  John  Taylor's  Scul- 
ler, 69 
Or  Sir  Giles  Goosecap,  [g)  or  proverbial  Fuller,  200 


(c?)  Any  person  who  communicates  even  a  single  notCy  how- 
eyer  silly  or  whimsical,  to  the  modern  editors  of  Shakspeare, 
is  stiled  the  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  two  stars** :  the  title  of 
Vir  Clarissimus  is  appropriated  to  the  Commentators  on  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Classics,  and  often  with  the  same  propriety. 

(e)  The  names  of  some  few  books  of  that  vast  system  of 
CoglioneriCj  or  "  Gorgeous  Gallery  of  Gallant  Inventions," 
which  is  called  forth  to  illustrate  our  old  dramatic  writers.  It 
is  high  time  that  the  reader  of  sense  should  see  what  may  be 
called  in  the  old  language,  *'  the  untrussing  of  these 
**  HUMOUROUS  CRITICS,"  namely,  the  Commentators  on  Shaks- 
-  peare,  from  George  Stcevens,  Esq.  downwards. 

"  Ces  propos,  diras  tu,  sent  bons  dans  la  Satire, 
**  Pour  cgaycr  d'  abord  un  lecteur  quireut  rire; 
*'  Mais  il  faut  les  prouver.     En  forme.     J'y  cooseus. 

G  S  *'  Repons 
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With  Upton,  Fahell,   Dodypoll  the  nice. 

Of  Gibbe  our  cat,  {h)  white  Devils,  or  [hh)  Old  Mce , 


*'  Rcpons  mois  done,  Docteur,  et  mets  toisur  les  bancs. 
''  Qu'est  ce  qu'un  (Commextateur?)"  + 

What  is  a  Shakspcarcan  Commentator  ?  a  specimen  of  th« 
notes  will  best  explain  his  name,  dignity,  and  import :  I  shall 
therefore  begin.  The  extracts  will  be  as  plenty  (and  as 
raluable)  as  blackberries ;  though  I  do  not  give  my  reasons 
upon  compulsion ;  for  Sir  John  FalstafF's  advice  is  good. 

The  first  chapter  of  Markham'a  Booke  of  Armorieis  intitled, 
*' The  dUTerence  'twixt  Churles  and  Gentlemen;"  and  it 
ends  thus:  "  From  the  offspring  of  Gentlemanlj/  Japhet  came 
*' Abraham,  Moses,  Aaron  and  the  Prophets,  Sfc.  Sjc;  also 
'*  the  King  of  the  right  line  of  Mary,  of  whom  that  only 
''  absolute  Gentlonan  Jesus  was  born,  gentleman  by  his  mo- 
*'  ther  Mary,  Princesse  of  coat  armour,  «Sfc."— Reader, 
Mr.  Steevens  and  Dr  Farmer  will  (ell  you  that  "  all  this  is 
*'  so:"  and  you  will  find  it  cited  too,  Hen.  V.  vol.  ix.  p.  441, 
edit.  1793  J  though  you  may  begin  with  a  sta.ring  doubt. 

(/)  John  Taylor  thus  dedicates  his  "  Sculler:"  "  To  the 
''  whole  Kennel  of  Antichrist's  Hounds,  Priests,  Friars, 
"  Monks,  and  Jesuits,  Mastiffs,  Mongrels,  Islands,  and 
"  Bloodhounds,  Bob-tail'd  Tykes,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

(s)  Old  plays  intitled,  "  Sir  Giles  Goosecap,  Banks's  Bay 
**  Horse  in  a  Trance,  Pierce  Pcnnyless's  Supplication  to  the 
"  Deril,  Webster's  White  Devil,  The  Merry  Devil  of  Edmon. 
<'  tOH,  &c.  &c.  &c. ;"  in  short,  toutela  diablerie  dramatique. 

+  Bolleau  Sat.  8. 
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Then  lead  your  readers  many  a  precious  dance. 


(h)  Of  Gibbc  our  Cat.  — FalstafFsays,  "  I  am  as  melancholy 
*'  as  a  GiBBE  Cat."  IT.  IV.  p.  1.  a.  1.  sc.  2.  On  this  the 
Commentators  are  right  pleasant. 

Dr.  Johnson  begins,  "  A  Gibbe  cat  means,  I  knozc  not  zchj/y 
*'  an  old  cat."  Dr.  Percy  informs  us  next,  that  a  Gib-cat  in 
Northamptonshire,  means  a  He-cat.  which  in  some  parts  of 
England  is  called  a  ya/n-cat,  and  in  Shropshirt-,  a  tup-ca.t. 
Then  follow  other  M'i-e  critics,  and  last  of  all  appears  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Warton,  who  brings  a  train  of  authorities  on  this  impor- 
tant question,  shewing  hoxo  Gib  is  short  for  Gilbert,  and  Tib 
for  Tib?rt;  hoxc  Jack  is  appropriated  to  a  horse,  and  Tom  to 
a  pigeon;  hnio  Chaucer,  in  his  Romaunt  de  la  Rose,  mentions 
Gibbe  our  Cat,  to  which  Tib  was  synonimous,  as  it  is  at  this 
day;  hots  we  read  in  "  Gammar  Gur'^on's  Needle"  (which  is  a 
right  pleasant,  Avitty,  and  merry  comedy,  written  by  Mr.  S. 
Master  of  Arts)  viz,  "  Hath  no  man  stolen  her  ducks,  or 
*'  gelded  Gibbe  her  cat?"  Upon  which  Mr.  Warton  very 
gravely  observes,  "  the  composure  of  a  cat  is  almost  charactcr- 
"  istic,  and  Iknoxmiot^  (see  Dr.  Johnson's  words  above)  whe- 
*'  ther  there  is  not  a  superior  solemnity  in  the  graviti/  of  a  He- 
Cat."  Mr.  Steevens  says,  '^  A  Gib  Cat  is  a  cat  qualified  for 
*'  the  seraglio^  for  all  animals  so  mutilated  become  drozcsy  or 
*'  melancholy.''* 

Mr.  Warton  and  Mr.  Steevens  have  left  it  p.  matter  of  doubt 
■whether  their  OTcn  drozcsiness  ami  gravity,  and  that  of  their 
brother -comment  ators ,  was  in  consequence  of  «S:e.  Sec.  &c.  (See 
Abul.Pharagi's  great  Babylonish  chapter,  "  De  Semiramide, 
*'  Sapientibus  ejtis  et  Kunuchis,  &c.")  To  be  sure  they  do 
sympathize  with  Gammar  Gurton,  and  her  poor  unfortunate 
Gibbe-Cat. 

For  my  own  part,  I  neither  can,  nor  (if  I  cou'd)  would  I 
iecide  thi*  momtutous  question :   and  will  only  add,  without 

G  4  feeing 
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Capering  with  Banks's  Bay  Horse  in  a.  Trance. 
The  Housewife's  Jewel  read  with  care  exact. 
Wit  from  old  Books  of  Cookery  (?)  extract ; 

being  in  the  least  mclanclioly  or  drowsy  myself,  in  (he  words 
of  an  author  who  imparted  a  manly  vigour  to  the  Roman  Muse, 
*'  Propria  quae  maribus  tribuiintur,  mascida  dicas," 

(^hh)  Old  Vice  was  a  personage  very  frequent  in  our  an- 
cient comedies.  1  beg  leave  to  present  ray  reader  with  a  part 
(and  a  very  short  part)  of  Mr.  Upton's  account  of  him.  '•  Old 
*'  Vice  was  a  droll  character  in  our  old  plays,  accoutred  with 
^'  along  coat,  a  cap,  a  pair  of  asses  ears,  and  a  dagger  of  lath. 
*'  This  bufToon  character  was  used  to  mxilccftm  zcith  the  devil^ 
*'  and  he  had  several  trite  expressions,  as,  "  I'll  be  with  you 
**  in  a  trice  — ah  hah,  boy,  are  you  there?  &c."  and  this  was 
"  great  entertainment  to  the  audience  to  see  their  old  enemy  so 
*'  belaboured  in  effigy.  Vice  seems  to  be  an  abbreviation  of 
*'  F/cc-devil ;  as  I'icc-roy,  /Vtr-dogc,  &c.  and  tiieuefore 
^'called,  very  properly,  The  Vice.  He  makes  very  free  with 
"•  his  master,  like  most  other  Vice-roys  or  Prime-ministers,  so 
'•'•  that  he  is  the  devil's  rice  or  Prime-minister.  And  (adds 
"  Mr.  Upton)  this  it  is  which  makes  him  so  saucy."  Extract 
from  Mr.  Upton's  note  on  Rich.  III.  act  iii.  so.  1. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  the  reader  will  observe  the  beau tifal 
compliment  to  monarchy  and  aristocracy  most  logical/jfdedwccd. 
This  personage  has  been  much  patronized  of  late  in  FrauQe, 
where  every  species  of  A'^icr.,  old  or  new,  is  exercised  and  used 
**  without  any  abbreviation,"  to  speak  with  Mr.  Upton. 

(«■)  Books  of  Cookery.  — I  am  afraid  that  these  extracts  will 
prove  what  Decker,  in  his  GuPs  Hornbook,  calls,  "  TTie  sinful 
*'  Suburbs  of  Cookery.'^  Mr.  Collins,  (in  his  PoTAXOE-note, 
at  the  end  o.f  Troilus  and  Cressida)  extracts  without  a  blush, 

from 
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Tlioughts  to  stew'd  prunes  and  kissing  comfits  suit, 
Or  the  potatoe,  [k]  vigour-stirring  root : 

from  the  Good  Housewife's  Jowel,  a  receipt  with  all  the  in- 
gredients AT  FULL  Lr.NGTii,  "  To  malcc  a  tart  that  /a  a  cot:- 
*'  RAGE  to  a  man  ur  z^ornan.^'     And  tliis  is  but  a  speciincu. 

Non  raoreprobo;   cum  carmina  lumbiim 
Intrant  J   et  tremnio  scalpuntur  ubi  intima  versu.f 

(At)  The  commentators  on  Shakspcare  are  peculiarly,  and 
even  zealously,  studious  in  minutely  explaining  and  declaring 
all  the  various  modes  and  receipts,  whicii  the  age  of  the  Virgin 
Queen  allorded,  or  recomnienik-d  for  the  service  of  the  Queen  at 
Love  and  soft  desire.  Whole  pages  are  absolutely _y?//r£/  witii 
venereal  provocatives,  with  the  power  of  kissing  eorafua, 
itczced  prunes,  the  virtues  of  potatoes,  eringo  root.  Sec.  &:c« 
Must  these  comments  be  stiled  the  "  Pauca  suo  Gallo,  quajvei 
Icgat  ipsa  Lycoris?" 

I  sometimes  doubt  what  book  1  have  in  mv  hand.  These  fair 
editors  *'  give  all  they  can,  nor  let  us  dream  the  rest."  jMr. 
StecTCJis,  in  his  advertisement  to  the  edition  of  Shakspeare  iu 
i778,  seems  to  have  had  his  scruples  on  (he  subject  of  these 
pious prwwe.v,  and  virtuous  bulbs;  "  Such  (says  he)  as  would 
*'  be  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  Falstaff's  allusion  to 
*'  steucd  prunes,  should  not  be  disgusted  at  a  multitude  of  iu- 
"  stances,  &c.  &c.  &c."  Some  folks  are  very  sagacious,  and! 
cry  out  first ;   but  it  will  not  do. 

After  a  very  long  note  on  stervcd prunes,  by  Mr.  Stecfen?, 
vol.  T.  p.  375.  edit.  1778,  and  vol.  viii.  p.  529.  edit.  1793, 
(which  see  and  read,)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Farmer  adds, 
Tjery  properly,   "  that  Mr.  Steevcns  has  to  fully  discussed  tlic 

**  subject 
t  Pers.  Sat.  I.  t.  20. 
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And  then  returning  from  that  antique  waste,  209 

*'  subject  of  sfczi-cd  pruner,  that  one  can  add  nothing  but  the 
"  price;'"  (Right  :—//oc  dcfiiit  unum  Fabricio  :*)  and  //iere- 
forc  adds  the  Rev-rend  Doctor,  in  a  iiiece  called  Banks'* 
Bay  Horse  in  a  Trance,  1595,  "  we  have  a  slock  of  wenches 
"  set  up  with  their  sieiced  prunes,  nine  for  a  tester."  At  other 
times  these  subjects  are  explained  in  the  learned  languages,  for 
the  use  of  scholars,  as  in  vol.  iv.  p.  211,  edit.  1778,  and  in 
vol.  iv.  p.  80,  edit.  1793,  by  Tilr.  Stecvcns.  "  Urticae  marinae 
*'  onines  pnirittnn  quendain  movent,  et  acrimonia  sua  Vene- 
"  REM  sopitam  ct  cxti-.iotam  cxcilant.^''  Johnston  Hist.  Nat. 
de  Exang.  Aq.  p.  50. 

I  protest  I  sometimes  think  these  reverend,  or  irrererend, 
commentators  arc  abo:"t  to  change  sexes,  or  have  done  so,  and 
set  up  for  (what  Milton  in  his  Apology  for  Smectymnus  calls) 
*'  Old  Prelatessos  with  all  their  yoving  Corinthian  Laity."  I 
wonder  we  have  never  yet  had  The  Beauties  of  Mr.  Steevens, 
of  T/ie  Tlerercwf/DocTOR  Farmer,  of  Mr.  Collins,  (the  pota- 
toc-critic,)  &:c.  kc.  as  a  convenient  manual  for  young  or  old 
men,  who  would  be  young.  Mr.  Collins  has  given  the  public 
four  pages  in  8vo.  small  print,  on  the  astonishing  virtues  of 
POTATOES,  (a  tempest  of  provocation  !)  printed  by  themselves  at 
the  end  of  Troilus  and  Cressida.  This  useful  note  would  have 
been  placed  with  better  grace  at  the  end  c*"  "  Lovers  Labour 
«'  Lost.'' 

It  is  indeed  matter  of  great  and  offensive  scandal  to  obtrude 
such  refuse  and  filth  upon  this  nation,  afid  upon  all  the 
countries  in  the  East  and  West  who  read  Shakspeare's  works. 
It  is  highly  injurious  to  make  Shakspeare  the  vehicle  of  so 
much  obscene  trash,  raked  together  from  old  plays,  old  cookery- 
books,  and  trumpery  novels.     But,  I  am  told,  the  poet  must  be 

illustrated. 


*  Juv.  Sat.  4.     Fabricius,  i.  c.  George  Stecvens,  Esquire, 
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Behail'dbyParr, (/)  the  Guide  of  public  taste? 


illustrated.  In  these  particulars,  Mr.  Stccvens,  Dr.  Firaicr, 
Mr.  Collins,  and  Mr.  (I  know  notwhom)  mightas  well  illustrate 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  book  of  Lucretius.  The  corrup. 
tions  of  our  nature  are  the  most  mortifying  comment;  they 
need  neither  incitement,  nor  illustration. 

Whoever  considers,  seriously  or  politically,  the  dominion  of 
lust  and  lewdness,  and  the  wide- wasting  desolation  and  irreversibln 
misery  which  they  throw  among  the  defenceless  and  much- 
aufferitig  sex,  left  to  destitution,  and  disease,  and  poverty,  and 
despair,  and  coaterapt,  and  barren  sorrow  ;  w  ill  be  cautious  how 
he  adds  even  one  unnecessary  or  heedless  incitement  to  this  over- 
bearing fury.  A  man  of  sense,  if  not  of  morality,  in  remarking 
on  all  such  passages  as  I  hare  noted,  and  on  many  others,  would 
content  himself  with  saying,  "  This  or  that  passage  contains  an 
''  indecent  allusion  not  uncommon  in  the  novels  or  plays  of  the 
*'  time;"  or  at  least  would  be  satisfied  with  a  single  instance  to 
shew  it.  Whatever  is  more  than  this,  comcth  from  a  sourc* 
which  is  not  good. 

At  present,  there  reallyshould  be  ancxpurgatoryindexto  th« 
Jt?*/ edition  (and  in  many  respects  it  is  the  best)  of  Shakspcare, 
before  it  is  put  into  the  hands  of  ladies  and  the  younger  j)art  of 
the  readers  of  Shakspeare.  I  believe  there  is  not  one  re/lcciing 
scholar  in  this  learned  kingdom,  who  will  not  join  in  this  and 
in  the  following  criticisms  on  the  present  subject,  whether  the 
criticisms  are  severe,  jocular,  or  indignant. 

Carminaque  Aonidum,  justamque  probaverat  ieau!* 

(/)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Parr,  in  his  dedication  of"  Traett 
"  of  Warburton  and  a  Warburtonian,  &c  "  (reprinted  in  1789) 

B0t« 

*  0*id.  Mctam.  L.  G.  v.  3. 
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AUTHOR. 

What? — must  I  enter  thn  dramatic  course  ; 
Burst  through  the  countless  squadrons  foot  and 
horse  ? 

nofc  fi.  p.  150,  lias  most  kindly  pointed  out  to  such  uiidisccrn- 
ing  persons  as  myself,  that  ''  Maioiic,  lieed,  Farmer  and 
•'  Tyrwhitt,  have  come  forward  as  the  Guides  of  the 
•■'  Public  Taste."  To  be  sure  lie  has  added,  "  Mr.  Stecvens, 
^''  the  two  Wartons,  Biuke,  and  in  his  critical  capacity,  Dr. 
•'  Johnson."  But  even  in  this  latter  part  I  must  remark,  a 
strange  coalition.  M'ith  the  names  of  Burke  and  Johnson  who 
can  place  a  third  modern  in  the  same  rank?  Of  Mr.  Steevens's 
classical  erudition  and  ingenuity  much  might  be  said;  yet  all 
which  he  has  acknowledged  as  /us  oz:n  writing,  consists^  of  notes 
on  Shakspeare.  Kvory  one  must  regret  that  the  History  of 
English  poetry  was  left  unfinished  by  it's  lamented  and  deeply 
learned  author :  and  as  to  his  brother  Joseph's  pleasant  Common- 
place Book  on  Pope,  it  was  always  amusing  to  mc.  But 
when  the  title  of  "  Guides  of  the  Public  Taste"  is  given  to 
Malonc,  Reed,  and  Farmer,  who  are  note-makers  alone  by 
profession,  I  find  myself  constrained  to  look  into  my  English 
Dictionary  for  the  meaning  of  the  words,  guide  and  taste. 

Indeed  I  have  often  wondered  h"ow  so  deeply  learned  a 
scholar  as  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  ever  suffered  himself  to  be  enrolled 
■with  these  note-makers  on  Shakspeare  :  but  the  Leader  of  them 
has  a  tongue  to  flatter  and  wheedle.     Homer  explains  it  best  j 

Ylaf'pctaii,  M  t'sxXe-j^;  voov  wvxa  7r=p  (PfovMTuv.  In  this  manner  the 
fiame  of  Samuel  Johnson  was  inscparubljj  associated  with  that 
of  George  Stcevens. 

I  have 


89 
All  that  for  Massinger  and  Beaumont  light. 
But  leave  their  authors  in  a  wretched  plight  j 


I  have  selected  this  passage  from  Dr.  Parr's  spktidit^  dedlcatioa 
of  these  Warburtoniaii  'I'racts.  in  which  a  man,  in  the  vigour 
of  his  faculties  and  strength,  has  not  tiiought  it  unbecoming 
his  character  to  attack,  like  a  puny  whipster,  the  established 
dignity  of  departed  excellence ;  and  with  unbridled  licence  of 
language  has  endeavoured  to  invade  the  retreat  and  the  repose 
of  a  most  learned  and  venerable  prelate,*  no'w  in  full  age  and 
hoary  holiness.  I  speak  with  feeling  of  such  a  conduct,  and  I 
speak  with  the  feelings  of  a  man  ;  for  what  is  a  mere  scholar 
and  a  citer  of  Greek,  when  he  forgets  the  inan  ?  I  trust  Dr. 
Parr  has  severely  felt  the  unmeaijing  vanity  and  silly  cruelty 
of  calling  forth  again  to  public  notice  these  tracts,  which  their 
authors  long  wished  to  give  up  to  oblirion.  Leland,  and  the 
great  and  truly  good  and  liberal  Jortin,  might  have  been  as  ably 
defended  at  another  time  and  in  another  place, 

I  cannot  be  repaid  for  such  indecent  conduct  by  the  amuse- 
ment I  receive,  (to  use  Dr.  Parr's  oun  word*;)  "  from  the  lucky 
"  and  lucid  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  of  (Dr,  Parr's) 
"  polemic  phrenzy ;  from  all  the  lavighable  and  all  the  loathsome 
"  singularities  which  lloat  upon  the  surface  of  his  (Dr.  Parr's) 
*'  diction  ;  nor  can  1  hang  with  fondnessand  admiration  over  the 
"  crowded,  yet  clear  and  luminous,  galaxies  of  imagery  diffused 
*'  through  (Dr.  Parr's)  works;"  p.  151,  &c.  &c.  Butif  Ishould 
cite  any  moreofsuch  words,  the  reader  would 'ake  thf  Doctor's 
Graek  for  English  and  his  Knglish  for  Greek,  an'l  be  apt  to  cry 
out  with  honest  old  Dovley,  in  the  farce  of  "  /T/jo'f  the  Dupe?" 
(which I  am  not,  but  the  Doctor  may  know  who  is,)  "Til  be 

curs'(J 

*  Dr.  HvRD,  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
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From  Capell  steal,  yet  never  own  tlie  theft. 
And  then  desert  {m)  him  of  his  store  beFeffc. 
Oh  injur'd  patron  of  our  nol>lest  bard! 
Capell,  («)  receive  this  tribute  of  regard, 

*'  ciirs'd  if  this  is  English."  Indeed  I  hare  no  more  time  or  place 
to  allot  in  (his  thirst  JJialogiic  of  my  poem  to  Dr.  Parr. —  I  refer 
to  the  Third  Dialogue,  in  which  the  Doctor  makes  a  more 
distinguished  appearance. 

(m)  There  are  men  now  in  great  TOguc  who  will  feel  the 
force  of  these  two  lines      ( 1 794.) 

(7;)  Mr.  Capell,  the  Editor,  I  call  him  the  Patron*  of 
Shakspeare.  This  gentleman  was  of  a  singular  turn  of  mind, 
perhaps  a  little  too  minute,  but  of  a  curiosity  unbounded  and 
insatiable.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  his  critical  writings 
on  Shakspeare,  and  his  accurate  researches  into  this  species 
of  antiquity,  and  who  have  considered  and  estimated  his 
ediiion  of  the  poet,  w  ill  not  scruple  with  me  to  pronounce  him, 
the  Father  of  all  L'<yifiiii(ife  C<Miinientary  on  Shakespeare.  To 
this  gentleman's  intimacy,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  his  most 
learned  investigations,  were  admitted  men  whom  I  forbear  to 
name.  But  mark  the  consequence.  His  edition  was  condemned, 
or  I  should  rather  say,  damncdhy  those,  who  in  the  poet's  owa 
words, 

i'  To  his  unguarded  nest^  like  weasel  critics, 
"  Came  sneaking.,   and  so  suck'd  his  princely  eggs."  ^; 
And   when  the  School   of  Shakspeare  in    3  vols.  4to.  was 
publisl;e  1  (a'as!  after  his  death)  we  were  told  forsooth  that  we 
had  nothing  to  learn  on  thesubject. 

I  am 

*  The  '  Ufocrrxr'.vx-j.  +  Hen.  V.  Act.  I.  So.  2. 
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And   may  this  honest  verse  to  hfe  and  light 

Call  forth  thy  name,  and  vindicate  thy  right.  C20 

Must  I  for  ShakspEARE  no  compassion  feel. 
Almost  eat  up  by  commentating  [o]  zeal? 


I  am  pleased,  however,  to  see  that  Mr.  Capell's  Preface  is 
admitted  into  the  new  edition  of  Shakspcarc,  ia  Fi ftekn  vo- 
Ivimes.  It  will  not  be  too  mucii  to  hope  for  an  edition  in  Fiffj/ 
Toiuraes  quarto,  printed  on  a  z:irC'is:ove  papcr^  gla-:eil,  and  hot 
pressed. 

(o)  I  hope  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  with  a  short 
observation  on  this  subject. 

SiiAKSPE^RE  was  born  in  the  year  1564,  and  died  on  the  23d 
of  April  1616,  0(1  his  birth. day.  It  was  not  until  seven  years 
after  his  death,  that  liis  plays  were  first  callected  and  publir>hed 
together  in  folio,  in  they*  ar  16*23,  by  two  of  his  principal  friends 
in  the  company  of  comedians,  Ilemminge  and  Co:id.ll.  A  second 
edition  was  printed  in  1632.  It  may  seem  strange  to  us,  but  it  is 
true,   that  no  other  edition  (a)  of  his  works  was  attempted  till 

eighty. 

(«)  I  meant,  and  Imean  now, any  edition  which  was cw/-;cc/.vy. 
Shakspcare's  Works  were  printed  undoubtedly  in  1661,  16S5, 
and  1709,  but  not  published  by  any  editor  of  eminence.  When 
such  critics,  as  the  ]Mi;r,i  or  Calatrones  Shakspearcani,  lilor:/ 
in  rectifying  the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  in  such  points  of  liigU 
importance  ; 

"  If  wrong,    I  smile  ;   if  right,  I  kiss  the  rod  ; 
"Pains,   reading,   study,   are /Af/r  just  pretence^ 
*'  And  all  they  want,  is  spirit,  taste,   and  sense.'" 
For  %  proof,  see  their  writiugs  throughout.     (1800) 
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On  Avon's  banks  I  heard  ACT.EON  (p)  mourn. 
By  full  IBlacfe  UttUt  DogiS  in  pieces  torn; 


fi^hty-t^vd  Vi'Srs  after  that  time,  vrhcn  in  the  year  1714  a  third 
<»di(ion  was  piibli-hod  by  Mr.  Rowe  with  very  few,  if  any, 
<.i/rrection». 

Pope,  Theobald,  iTanmer,  Warburton,  Capcll,  Johnson, 
tStecTens,  and  Malone,  have  since  that  time  given  new  editions. 
JNIr.  Steevens,  in  the  year  17fiG,  published  a  particular  edition 
in  four  volumes  in  8vo.  of  all  the  plays  which  were  printed  in  4to. 
ill  Shakspcare's  life  time,  or  bifore  the  llcstoration.  It  is 
printed  verbatim  from  the  old  copies,  and  is  curious  and 
Taiuable.  Mr.  Steevens  asserts  unequivocally,  that  *'  noproofca.n. 
*'  be  given,  that  the  poet  sitperinteiided  the  publkation  o J  an  if  one 
"  offhesif.  hwif^r/f."  Prof.  vol.  i.  p.  1-4.  If  this  be  true,  as  I 
brficve,  what  can  any  editor  arrogate  to  himself  concerning  the 
geTiuine  text  of  (his  groat  poet?  I  am  not  speaking  of  ronjeclural 
criticism,  and  of  an  accurate  revision  of  the  punctuation,  which 
is  of,  real  consequence,  but  of  the  actual  z;:ords  themselves,  as 
written  by  Shakspeare.  The  original  players,  Hcmminge  and 
Coadell,  were  in  possession  cf  fhe  only  MSS.  which  were  extant 
at  the  very  tin)c  when  the  plays  were  first  acted  ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  jilay-hou^c  manuscript  copy  was  the  only  one 
TO  which  they  could  refer  ;  and  no  MSS.  whatsoever  oisted 
after  that  time.  Shakspeare  appears  to  have  wholly  neglected 
or  despised  reputation  in  succeeding  ages.  It  is  for  this  age  to 
amuse  itself  with  schools  and  galleries ;  and  without  blame,  in 
n>\  opinion. 

(p)   Viderc  CANES  :   primusque  Melampus;, 
Faaiphagus,   ct  DorceuSj   velox  cum  fralre  Lyclsca, 

Ichnobatcsqvxe 
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Dogs  that  from  Gothic  kennels  eager  start, 
A'll  v.ell  broke-in  by  coney-catching  {q)  art; 


Iclinobatcsqne  sagax,  et  vilHs  Asbolus  atris, 

Nebrophonosque  valcns,  ct  trux  cum  Laclape  Theron, 

Labros  et  Agrioclos,  et  acutae  vocis  Ilylactor, 

Quosquc  referre  mora  est.     Ea  turba  cupidine  pujeojEj 

Qu;\  via  (Hflicilis,  qnaqtie  est  via  nulla,  sequuntur. 

Hcu  famulos  fugit  ipse  suos;  clamare  libcbat, 

AcTJEox  Ego  sum;  DoMixa'M  cognoscite  vestrum  : 

Vellet  abesse  qiiidem-^sci  adest.  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  3. 

It  is  conceived  that  this  canine  metamorphosis  of  the  Com- 
mentators on  Shakspeare.  will  be  received  in  a  pleasant  point 
of  vievv  without  offence ;  for  I  must  speak  it  to  the  credit  of 
our  English  blacB  lettet  dogs,  that,  upon  the  wliole,  there  is 
more  harmony  among  them  (a  few  cases  excepted)  than  among 
the  dogs  that  worried  Greek  and  Roman  authors  in  former 
time^. 

I  surely  may  be  excused  for  this  me(aphoricalccf;2//2/.''j/,  if  Mr. 
Bryant  himself  has  been  allowed  to  declare,  without  censure, 
that  Kuvsj  signify 'O*' Ispu J :  though  certainly  ?Ae ///erarc/fj/ are 
infinitely  indebted  to  him  for  the  discovery.  Bryant's  Tviythoi. 
Tol.i.  p.  329,  Sec. 

(q)  The  singularity  of  this  terra  *'  Coney-catching,"  (which 
is  the  only  reason  of  my  introducing  it)  called  for  my  attention  ; 
as  no  treatises  or  farces,  or  whatever  they  may  be,  are  mere 
appealed  to  by  the  commentators,  than  "  Greene's  Art  of 
''  Coney-Catching;  Greene's  Ground-work  of  Coney-Catch- 
*'  ing;  Greene's  Disputation  between  a  He  Coney-Catcher  and 
"  a  She  Coney-Catcher"  &c.  We  have  here  the^r^,  and  the 
Ground.'tcorky  and  a  Dispute  upon  Coney-Catching:  I  h^c 
the  reader  will  be  satisfied  with  my  accurate  references. 

U  Yet 
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So  tender  to  the  Paphiaii  notes  they  move. 
And  seem  as  Ihci)  ivere  onlij  born  for  [qq)  love. 

Hark,  Johnson  [r)  smacks  his  lash  j  loud  somuU 
the  din : 
^lountcd  in  rear  see  Steevens  Whipper-in,  230 

Yet  as  my  poor  library  will  not  afford  these  valuable  booksj 
I  profess  mjiclf  still  ignorant  of  this  ancirnt  art  of  Coiiey- 
Catchiug,  and tlicrcfurc  am  by  no  means  fit  for  a  commentator; 
yet  the  reader  may  perhaps  think  me  lit  for  writing  a  note  or 
two  upon  these  "  Snappers  up  of  uxcoxsideued  trifles."* 
I  do  not  agree  with  Mt".  Steevens  that  Coney-catching  means  Me 
art  of  picking  pockets ;  (see  his  note  on  the  words  "Silly  Cheat," 
Tol.  iv,  p.  368,  cd.  1778.)  — <iXi'<"pt  there  is  any  pleasant 
allusiun,  by  aniicipation,  to  somclate  editions  of  Shakspeare. 
My  poor  pockets  cannot  keep  up  with  these  rising  demands 
upon  them.  Six  Pounds  Fii'teen  Shillings! !  for  the  last 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  without  any  binding'.  I  cry  yoiA 
mercy,  my  good  Master  Steevens  ;  think  of  us  poor  poets. 

(r/7)  "  They  of  love  and  love's  disport, 
Treat  LAUGEi.v,  of  tlieir  mutual  guilt  the  seal." 

Milt.  P.L. 

Sec  the  Comments  on  Shakspeare,  as  above,   passim  through 

the  whole  edition. 

(/')  Samuel  Johnsox,  I..  L.  D.     The  reader  must  know 

enough  of  thi«  llnntsinun,  his  green  velvet  cap,  and  brown  brass- 

'  buttoned  coat,   and  his  churlisii  chiding  of  every   hound  tliat 

tame  near  him,  kc.  kc.  at  least  it  is  not  Jemmy  Boswell's  fault 

if 

A 

*  Winter's  Talc,  a.  4.  sc.  1. 
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Uicli  with  the  spoils  of  learning's  i)IaCk  domain, 
And  guide  supreme  o'er  all  the  tainted  plain. 
Lo  !  first  Melampics  fs)  Farmer  deftly  springs, 
(Walter  de  Mapes  (t)  his  sire)  the  welkin  rings  : 


if  he  docs  not.  — Johnson  and  Boswell ;  Av-o?  -km  QepoiTrcvl 
Farewell!  for  ?iozc  we  must  all  regret  the  loss  of  the  chearful, 
the  pleasant,  (he  inimitable  Biographer  of  his  illustrious  friend. 

Dr.  Johnson's  comments  on  Shakspearc  are  never  sullied  and 
contaminated  ^vilh  minute  explications  of  indecent  passages. 
He  bears  no  token  of  those  sable  strcaras, 
But  mounts  far  off  among  the  swans  of  Thames.* 

In  whatover  Dr.  Johnson  undertook,  it  was  his  determined 
purpose  to  rectify  the  heart,  to  purify  the  passions,  and,  (in 
his  own  language)  "  to  give  ardour  to  \irtiic,  and  confidence 
to  truth." 

(,v)  Melampus  signifies  a  dog  with  bhick  feet.  He  is  supposed 
io  have  run  over  the  town  and  county  of  Leicester,  but  never 
could  be  persuaded  io  give  any  account  of  it.+ 

This  dog  scented  out  the  Learning  of  Shakspeare  with  true 
and  original  sagacity,  and  absolutely  unkennelled  it.  This  is  his 
proper  praise.  Mr.  Stcevcns  says,  "  Could  aperjcct  and  decisive 
'•  edition  of  Shakspeare  be   produced,   it  were  to  be  expected 

"  ONLY 

*  Pope  Dune.  L.  2.  v.  i  97. 
+  I  lament  that  Dr.  Farmer  never  published  his  intended 
JlisToiiY  of  Leicester.  I  lament  it,  but  I  do  not  reprobate 
the  Doctor,  as  he  behaved  in  a  gentlemanlike  manner  when  he 
declined  prosecuting  that  work,  which  is  a  real  loss  to  the 
antiquary  and  the  lover  of  topography. 

][  2 


96 

Stout  Gloucester  {uj  mark  in  Pamphagus  [v)  advances 
AVho  never  stood  aghast  in  speechless  trance  ; 


*'  ONLY  (though  we  fear  in  vain)  from  the  hand  of  Dr.  Farmer, 
'*■  whose  MORE  SERIOUS  AVOCATIONS  forbtd  HIM  to  under(ak« 
*•  what,  &c.  &c."  See  the  Advertisement  by  Mr.  Steevens  to 
Sliakspeare,  Edit.  1793,  p.  11.  Such  gravity  of  compliments 
between  two  editors,  reminds  me  of  what  Shakspeare  calls^ 
'•  The  Encounter  of  two  Dog  Apes."     (1794.) 


« 


{t)  Walter  de  MapeS  was  the  jotial  archdeacon  of  Oxford, 
the  Anacreon  of  the  eleventh  centurj'.  "  A  decent  priest 
"  where  monkics  were  the  gods,*"  and  author  of  the  divine 
©do,  beginning : 

*'  !!Mihi  sit  propositum  in  taberna  mori ; 
Vinum  sit  appositum  moricntis  ori ; 
Ut  dicant,  cum  venerint  angclorum  chori, 
Deus  sit  propitiiis  huic  Potatori  !"  &c. 

(a)  StoutGlouccstcr.— Warburton,  Bishop  of  Gloucester. -— 
See  Gray's  Bard;  "  Stout  Gloucester  stood  aghast  in  speech- 
*' less  trance."     Stanza  1. 

(y)  Pamphagus  signifies  a  dog  of  a  most  voracious  appetite, 
who  snaps  at  and  devours  every  thing  digestible  or  indigestible. 
They  who  arc  acquaititcd  with  the  Divine  Legation,  &c.  «S:c. 
well  know  the  nature  of  Warburton's  literary  appetite,  and  tht 
danger  of  hunting  in  the  same  field  Mith  him.  With  all  his 
eccentricities  this  was  a  noble  dog,  and  there  is  not  one  of  the 
true  breed  left,  worthy  of  the  progenitor,  though  there  swe  a 
few  mongrels.   • 

*  Dunciad  B.  3.  208. 
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The  sage  Ichnobates  [w)  see  Tyrwhitt  limp  ^ 
Malone  Hylactor  (.r)  bounds,  a  clear- voic'd  imp  -, 

(u>)  Ichnobates  means  a  do?j  who  tracks  out  the  game  before 
him.  No  one  m  as  more  diligent  than  ihis  dog,  yet  he  frequently 
went  upon  a  wrong  scent;  but  would  never  suffer  the  huntsman 
to  call  him  ofl",  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canterbury 
and  Bristol. 

If  I  were  again  to  metamorphose  these  hounds  into  men, 
I  should  perhaps  lament  the  application  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt's 
learning  and  sagacity.  "  lUnra  pro  literato  plerique  laudandum 
*'  duxerunt,  quum  ille,  na;niis  quibusdam  anilibus  occiipatus, 
*'■  inter  Milesias  Punicas  Apuleii  sui  et  lucUcra  litcvaria 
*'  consenesceret'"*  I  will  however  say,  as  to  my  own  part, 
*'  Ilium  pro  litLrato^««f/«n(i;//7Jsem  per  duxij"but  still  sometimes 
with  a  reserve  as  to  the  application  of  his  learning.  I  wish 
this  Ichnobates  had  always  been  "  utilium  sagax  rerum ;"  for  his 
erudition  was  deep,  and  his  criticisms  acute. 

(x)  Hj/iactor  means  a  dog  with  a  clear  and  strong  voice.  One 
would  think  that  this  dog  was  one  of  Canidia's  breed,  which 
called  from  the  sepulchre  the  actual  remains  of  the  dead  to 
enchant  and  stupify  the  li\itig.  This  dog  has  been  scratching 
upthe  earthaboutDcc/o/'A'  Commons^  and  has  torn  up  aMthefVills 
of  the  actors  w'ho  lived  in  Shakspeare's  time,  and  carried  them 
in  his  mouth  to  the  printer  of  a  late  edition  of  that  author. 

But  when  I  speak  of  rational  men,  it  passes  the  bounds  of  all 
sagacity  to  divine,  by  what  species  of  refined  absurdity  the  JVills 
and  Testaments  of  Actors  could  be  raked  up  and  published  to 
i//w*/rfl/t'Sbak6peare.  (See^NIalonc's  Shakspeare,  vol.  ii.  p.  1S6. 
&c.  &c,  kc.  and  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  edit,  of  Shakspeare,  in 
fifteen  Volumes,  in   1793.)     A   critic  for  such  an  ingenious 

H  3  invention 

*  V.  JuUuoa  CapitoUuum  in  Vita  Clodii  Albini  ad  Constauliusi 
Augustum. 
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.-/^^o/z/.?  (t)  Hawkins,  a  grim  shaggy  hound,  Q39 
In  music  growls,  and  beats  the  bushes  round  ;  (a) 
Then  Porson  view  Kebrophonos  [b]  the  shrewd,  (c) 
Yet  foaming  with  th'  Archdeacon's  (c?^  critic  blood ; 


invention  should  be  presented  with  the  alium  Sagana;  calicn- 
drum,  which  would  not  easily  fall  from  his  head.  But  Mr. 
Malone  has  redeemed  this  piece  of  folly  by  many  valuable 
literary  excellencies. 

(s)  Aibolus  signifies  a  dog  of  a  swarthy  complexion. 

(r/)  Beats  the  bushes  round. — Descriptive  of  Sir  John  • 
IIa\\kins's  History  of  JMusic  ;  in  which  however  there  is  much 
orig  nal  and  valuable  information,  as  in  all  his  other  works,  so 
unjustly  censured  in  my  opinion.  Sir  John's  principal  fault 
was  J/orcyA/y;?  from  his  subject ;  but  if  you  excuse  that,  you 
are  well  repaid  by  the  information  you  receive. 

(b)  ]Sicbrophonof>  signifies  a  dog  that  slays  the  fawns  and  the 
doer,    and  so  in  truth  it  is  ; 

Arcl:deacons,  ra(s,  and  such  small  deer. 
Have  been  Dick's  food  for  many  a  year. 

And,  as  Lear  says,  "  I'll  take  a  Mord  with  this  same  lharnf.d 
"  TnF.BAN  I"  my  learned  iVov/cr Richard  Forson  :  but  he  loves 
no  tillcs  I  It  would  be  better  if  he  did.    (  1794.) 

(c)  Mr.  Malone  says,  the  word  shrezcd  means  "  acute,  or 
*' intelligent ;"  Mr.  Stecrens  says,  it  is  "  bitter  or  severe." 
Shaks.  ed  1793,  vol.  vi.  p.  430.  Reader,  you  may  chuse,  or 
rather  combine  the  terms. 

(f/)  The  reader  may  be  surprised  to  find  any  theological 
writings  in  tliis  part;  but  Mr.  Steevcns's  ingenuity  has  contrived 
to  prCisMr.  Professor  Porsons'sletterstoMr.  Archdeacon  Travis 

into 
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See  Dorccus  (dd)  Whiter  o'er  the  leapned  soil, 
Bri;sk,  though  at  fiuilt,  with  nc-.v  associates  toil  ; 


inlo  t\\c  service  of  Siial<sp8are ;  and  by  such  ingenuity  v:ho  or 
xi'hat  muy  not  bp  pressed  ;n^oit?  This  is  qwite  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  mt-,  or  rather  a  full  justifica!io;i  of  my  allusion  to 
them.  S.e  Tempest,  vol.  iii  p.  G8.  Stoev.  edit.  1793.  Mr. 
Stcevens  stiles  Mr.  P.  "an  excellent  scholar  and  a  perspicacious 
"  critic  ;"  in  which  I  most  cordially  and  most  sincerely 
agree.  But,  if  I  am  rigjitly  informed,  he  thanks  neither 
Air.  Stecvens,  nor  me,  nor  Dr.  Parr,  nor  Dr.  Charles  Barney, 
nor  any  other  Doctor  or  Mister  in  t!.is  country,  for  any  opinion 
they  may  entertain  or  express  of  him  or  his  works.  lie  neither 
givcj  nor  takes. 

I  find  the  Archdeacon  has  re-published  his  work,  and  in  my 
opinion  has  very  wisely  declined  being  led  any  more  by  Dick 
and  the  foul  fiend  '•  through  fire,  and  (hroMifh  iiame  and  whirl- 
"  pool,  o'er  bog  and  quagmire,  and  having  knives  laid  under 
"  his  pillow."  But  the  Archdeacon  has  had  the  weakness  io 
print  his  work  on  a  zcire-icove  jjaprr  and  h  t-pressed.  Had  I 
been  the  Archdeacon,  1  j-hould  have  been  contented  with  the 
hofpressing  by  Mr.  Porson,  hot  indeed,  hissing  hot !  This  con- 
troversy has  no  good  end.  Learning  is  good,  and  theology  is 
good  ;  bat  there  is  somcthin'g  better,  II  Ayce-vn.  There  is  also 
a  writer  v.Iio  s.iys,   Kx-ixk^vx^^-tci  iX-og  x-iti-joc.      (1794.) 

(rW)  Doi'ccuf!,  signifies,  in  my  opinion,  a  dog  of  a  sharp  sight, 
apt  to  see  what  nobody  else  can  in  a  large  field.  Some  derive  it 
from  Ac-.ci;,-,  capra,. quasi  per  saltum,  whifh  I  reject..  See  Mr. 
Whiter's  Commentaries  on  Shakspcarc,  on  a  ncic  principle,  &c. 
published  in  1794. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  learned  and  sagacions  dog.  lie 
is  out  of  the  actual  chace  ;    but  might,   with  great  propriety, 

11  4  joia 


In  ThiFon*^  (€)  form,  mark  Ritsoij  next  contend, 
Fierce,  meagre,  pale,  rjoconjmentgttor's  ff)  ^n^n^', 
Tom  Warton  last,   Jgriodos  [g)  acute, 
With  Labros  Percy  [h]  barks  in  close  pursuit : 


join  i)M  pack  on  a  future  day:  or  in  plain  words,  when  a 
aew  edition  of  Sliakspeare  15  printed,  there  should  be  a 
selection  of  notes  from  his  book.  His  criticism  on  the 
second  Eclogue  of  the  Poems  ascribed  to  Rowley,  (truly  or 
falsely.)  in  point  of  ingenuity  and  illustrative  learning  has  never 
been  siirpas;ed.  ''  Cuicuncjue  veterum  fortiter  opposuerim." 
(1796.) 

(tf)  Theron  signifies  a  dog  of  innate  ferocity. 

f/)  Poor  Tom  Wartoo  could  have  told  a  piteous  tale,  how  hU 
historic  "  bocjy  -was  punched  full  oTdesidly  holes'' by  this  literary 
|lichard  Illd.  Pr  Percy  «ould  ra^ke  a  lamcntat  on  or  two  in 
5<^me  ancient  ditty,  in  zjit  or  canto.  Mr.  Malone  probably  has 
felt  a  gripe  raihtr  strong.  The  antiquaiies- but  they  have 
sfoken  for  tharfe  ves^ 

The  An'iqnariun  Society  is  amiable  and  harmless,  and  from 
■•'hat  \  lave  seen,  il)«  ir  publications  resemble  the  subjects  of 
i\\^m  ;  Kfw/wv  AajEMjNA  *«g>>^.  Who  could  wish  to  disturb  such 
repose?     (1794) 

fg')  A^rlo^os  signifies  a  dog  with  a  sharp  tooth.— I  always 
regret  the  loss  ■  f  Thomas  Wakton  ;  in  his  various  writings 
be  i^  auiusirtg,  instructive,  pleasant,   learned,   and  poetical. 

I  never  received  information  so  agreeably  from  any  modern 
Tpriter.  His  edition  of  M  Iton's  Smaller  Poems,  (an  exquisite 
specimen  of  classiral  cpppientary,   and  -^orthy  of  his  former 

—  obBcrvations 
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Hot  wrvs  the  cliacc  ;  I  left  It  out  of  breath  ; 

I  wish'd  not  to  he  in  at  ShaKSPEARE's  death.  250 


obscrvfttions  on  Spenser)  leaves  it  a  matter  of  unceasing  regret, 

that  he  ne^  er  published  the  Paradise  Lost  and  iicgained.     The 

•vvant  of  the  last  voluine  of  the  History  of  English  Poetry,  must 

for  ever  be  lamented.     I  despair  of  any  artist  able  to  finish  such 

a  Mork,    "with  gg  f^w  imperfegtipas,  and  wjth  such   variuu£ 

erudition. 

Tom  Warton  had  rather  a  kindly  affection  for  the  jovial 

memory  of  Archdeacon  Walter  de  ]\;apes  of  the  llth  century, 

menlioned  for  his  drinking  ode  in  a  former  npte.     Mr.  AV.  tells 

U5,  (wi'b  a  warm  panegyric.)  in  his  2d  Pissgrt.  to  the  Hist>  of 

English  Poetry  that  this  dir.ne  Anacreon  -vrrotc  also  a  Latin  ode 

in  favour  of  married  priests,  concluding  with  the§e  spirited 

lines : 

Eccepro  ClcricismnVwm  allogavi : 

Necnon  proPresbyteris  multum  coraprobavi; 

Pater  noster  pry  me,  quoniam  peccavi, 

Dicat  qr.isque  Presb)  ter  cum  sua  Suavt  ! 

I  quote  this  for  mj/otcw  sake,  quoniam  peccavi.and  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  every  '•  Presbyter  cum  sua  Suavi,"  will  be  as  kind 
to  the  author  of  this  poem  on  the  Plrsuits  of  Literature. 
Itequiescat ! 

(//)  Lcfc7'o,9  signifies  a  dog  that  opens  continually. — But  I 
forget;  "  Si  quis  dixerit  Episcopum  aliqua  infirmi(ate  laborare, 
"  anathema  esto."*     (1794.) 

Thus  I  take  my  leave  of  the  -whole  Iriac64cttcr  ken- 
nel, with  all  their  wit,  and  all  their  follies,  and  all  thoir 
merry  humours;  and  they  may  both  now  and  hereafter, 
unawed  by  their  great //wH/,<f?«r/«  wno  is  no  more,  and  most 
probably  unmolested  by  me,  continue  to  bark  and  growl,  and 

snap, 

»  CouncU  of  Constance. 
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OCT  AVI  US. 


I  lore  yet  a-vvliile  (/)  these  honest  labours  close. 
And  leave  indignant  Genius  to  repose.  25Q 


snap,  and  quarrel,   and  tcazc   or.e  another,  till  there   remains 
not  a  critical  oltal  for  which  (hoy  may  contend. 

Et  vcliitabscntemccrtathn  Act jf.os x  damcnt*. 
Finally,  as  to  this  celebrated  edition  of  Shakspcare  by  Ceorgp 
StecTons,  Fsq,  and  the  whole  tlacR. letter  Kenne^,  I  must 
pronounce  it's  great  Eulogium,  as  it  is  beaMtifnlly  conceived  and 
expressed  in  the  words  of  a  master  of  the  most  finished  Latinity 
of  the  Augustan  agy.  "  Hic  Liber  est  conglntinatus  ex  tarn 
*'  multis  libris,  quot  unus  pinguis  Cociis  eves,  bores,  sues, 
''  grues,  anscres,  passcres,  coquere,  aut  uiius  fumosus 
"  Calcfactor  centum  magna  h}  poeaiista  ex  iilis  calefacere 
''  pos&it !  !  V     Epist.  Obiciirorinn  ViroTuml 

(/)  "  IIxc  SAT  EiiiT,  Di\a?,  restrura  cecir.issc  Poctam." 
So  said  VniGiJ.,  j  and  so  says  my  friend  Octavius,  to  whose 
judgment  I  submit,  and  write  tliis  note  in  conclusion  for  the 
present,  that  1  may  of/er  and  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
all  Poets,  Orators,  and  Writers,  sacred  and  profane,  a  sentence 
from  Sm  iFT,  wliich  I  could  wish  to  see  engraven  in  letters  of 
gold,   as  an  everlasting  admonition.     It  is  this; 

"  Toiay  the  trutli,  no  part  o!  knowledge  sceu:s  to  be  in  fczcer 
hunds^  than  "  that  of  diicerning  when  to  have  done." 
(1794.) 

*  0.:d.  3Iet.  Lib.  3.  i  Virg.  Eel.  10.  v.  70. 

THE    L":^!:)    OF    DIALOGUE    THE    FIRST. 
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THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE 

A  SATIRICAL  POEM 

IN  FOUR  DIALOGUES. 

DIALOGUE  THE  SECOND. 

XyfOJ    i^iO",     «tlT«p   ^iK'MV    Ci'^-oVKQi    ifUViV' 

Horn.  II.  4.  V.  540. 
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THE  PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  DIALOGUE  (a) 


OF   THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE, 


Michelangelo  Buonarotti, 
In  persona  DTi,Lx  Notte  Addormentata,   (6) 

Graio  mi  e  il  sonno,  e  piu  Vesser  di  sassoy 
Mcntre  che  il  danno   e  la  vergogna  dura; 
Non  vcdeVy   non  sc/itir,  m*ti  gran  ventura: 
J^eru  non  mi  destar,  ma  parla  basso. 


Iwo  years  have  passed  since  I  published  "  The  first 
"  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature."  I  now  offer  a 
continuation  of  it  to  the  attention  of  those  persons  who 
may  feel  themselves   interested    in   such   researches;    the 

subjects 

(a)  First  printed  ia  May  1796. 
(b)  Statuadella  Notte,  scolpitada  Michel  Angelo.— V.  Vite 
di  Pittori,  &c.  di  Vasari,   part.  3.  del  vol.2,  pt  159.  edit. 
Bologna,   1C17. 
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subjects  of  which  arc,  in  their  event,  important  to  us 
all.  For  "  to  break  in  upon  the  finctuary  of  vanity  (and 
■wickedness)  and  ignorance,  and  folly,  will  be,  as  I  suppose, 
some  service  to  human  understanding."  {b) 

What  I  observed  of  the  First  Part,  I  observe  of  this, 
and  of  the  following  Parts  of  the  P.  of  L.  "  that  no  imitation 
is  intended  of  any  former  poem."  That  it  will  attract  some 
attention  in  some  places,  I  am  confident ;  but  it  will  be  idle  to 
make  any  conjecture  as  to  the  author.  He  is,  and  will  be, 
concealed  upon  motives  very  different  from  the  apprehension 
oi  any  private  resentment,  I  dissuade  every  person  from 
flippant  and  random  application  of  any  supposed  name  ;  it  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  absurd,  "  Flebit  et  insignis  tota  cantabitur 
*'  urbc*,"  was  said  of  old,  but  I  do  not  say  this;  though  I 
recommend  to  every  gentleman  and  lady  of  eminent  sagacity 
and  curiosity  to  remember,  that  there  is  a  darkness  which 
may  be  felt. 

As  to  the  subject  of  Satire  in  general,  I  will  add  a  few 
words  as  they  are  not  wholly  unimportant,  and  as  they 
explain  my  own  ideas.  Ail  reprehension  of  vice,  or  of 
folly,  or  of  any  moral  depravity,  must  cease  at  once,  if  it 
is  required  of  the  author  of  that  reprehension,  that  he  be 
blameless  himself  in  the  strict,  or  indeed  in  any,  sense  of 
that  word.  But  if  the  enumeration  of  evils,  wickedness, 
folly,  extravagance,  abuse  of  knowledge  in  theory  or  in 
practice,  and  a  censure  of  such  actions  and  of  such  opinions, 
be  considered  as  the  production  ot  a  mind  bad,  reprehen- 
sible, and  unauiet  in  itself,  1  fear,  that  lew  philosophers  are 
exempted  from  the  charge. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Philosopher  himself  is  a  Satirist, 
fpeaking  to  the  world  at  large,  wuliout  a  specific  reference 

to 

{L)   Mr.  r.oc]<c's  Prcfiicc  tf)his  Kssiy. 

*  Ilor.  JJb.  2.  S,  I,  V,  45. 
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to  any  nation.  The  Satirist,  (in  the  common  acceptation 
ot  the  word)  is  a  writer  in  poetiy  or  in  prose,  w!io 
addresses  himself  to  a  peculiar  part  of  the  world,  and 
generally  to  his  own  countrymen,  calling  them  to  a 
view  of  their  faults,  follies,  or  vices,  wliich  are  destructive 
of  society,  of  government,  of  good  manners,  or  of  good 
literature.  The  philosophic  Satirist  effects  his  purpose 
by  appealing  to  man  and  liis  nature;  the  modern  poet  sup- 
posing and  acknowledging  the  truth  of  these  original  prin- 
ciples, argues  virtually  from  them,  but  directs  his  attention 
to  existing  persons,  circumstances,  opinions,  and  books, 
in  his  own  times.  He  illustrates  his  doctrine  by  that 
lorcible  appeal,  assisted  by  learning,  wit,  and  ridicule; 
wi;h  an  honest  endeavour  to  uphold  the  common  cause  of 
wisdom,  ot  truth,  and  of  virtue  ;  without  which  criticism  is 
malignity,  and  satire  is  scandal. 

Yet,  however  excellent,  the  work  of  any  Satirist  is 
transitory  as  to  it's  immediate  subject.  But  as  it  is  a  view 
of  life  designed  [a]  to  be  presented  to  other  times,  as  well 
as  those  in  which  it  is  written,  the  necessity  of  an  author's 
furnishing  Notes  to   his  own  composition  [b)  is  evident,  to 

clear 

(a)  I  refer  the  reader  to  Dean  Swift's   dedication  to  Priuca 
Posterity. 

(6)  ''  The  notes  I  wish/o  he  very  large  in  what  relates  to  the 
^' persons  concerned:  for  I  have  long  observed  that,  twenty 
*•'  miles  from  London^  nobody  understands  hints,  initial  letters, 
"  or  town-facts  and  paj^sagcs.  and  in  a  few  years  not  even  those 
"  who  live  in  London."  Swift's  Letter  to  Pope.  July  IG,  1728. 
Pope's  Works,  vol  9.  p.  117.  IWirbitrtuu'' s  edition,  8vo. 
IS.  B.  ])r.   Joseph  Wartoa   observes  in   /i/»- edition  of  Pope, 

TOI. 
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clear  uj3  for  himself  such  difficuhles  as  the  lapse  of  time, 
(and  indeed  of  a  very  little  tlttie)  would  unavoidably  create. 
This  is  a  privilege  and  a  liberty  which  was  denied  to 
(he  ancients,  which  Dryden  rejected,  and  Pope  partially 
adopted. 

After  these  (ew  observations,  (which  I  th6ug!it  necessary, 
or  1  would  Hot  have  written  them)  I  offer  this  continuation 
of  the  poeitt  to  my  readers,  not  without  the  spirit  of  a  writer 
who  has  endeavoured  well.  I  will  also,  upon  reflection,  add 
the  words  of  Milton;  "Ido  not  look  to  be  asked,  wherefore 
♦•  I  wrote  this  book  ;  it  being  no  difficulty  to  answer,  that  I 
*•  did  it  to  those  ends,  which  the  best  men  propose  to  theni- 
*•  selves  when  they  write.'* 

■,  I  I  ■  it  I      III.       ■  i' I      I         I  II      I-    . 

vol.  4.  p.  323.  that,  this  observation  of  Swift  "  is  a  mortifying 
*'  reflection  to  the  writers  of  Satire,  and  daily  topics  of  cen- 
"  sure."     I  have  taken  particular  carem  my  poem  to  prevent 

thin  mortf/ication. 
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THE 


PUKSUITS  OF  LITERATURE 

A  SATIRICAL  POEM. 
DIALOGUE  THE  SECOND.  (*) 


(n«?.tv)  ooKiiu. 

Lycophron.  Cassandra,  v.  1321. 


THE  AUTHOR. 

All  liail  to  Cestria,  and  her  mitred  lord !    faj 
And  may  the  Muse  in  lasting  strains  record 
That  lawn'd  Endymion  of  a  happier  age, 
AVho,  wild  Avith  rapture  and  empiric  rage, 


(*)  First  published  ill  :\ray,  1796. 
(«)  John  Wilkins,  Bishop  of  Chester  iu  the  last  ccntuiy. 
wrotc  a  celebrated  "  Discourse  concerning  the  possibility  of  a, 
"  passage  to  the  moon."  Upon  my  word,  Philosophy  is  a  very 
pleasant  thing,  and  has  various  uses;  one  uf  the  l>e:>t  is,  it 
makes  us  laugh  sometimes. 

I 


no 

On  bold  aspiring  pinion  could  presume 
To  journey  through  the  vast  etliereal  gloom  ; 
Who  tir'd  of  earth,  and  dreams  of  gowned  rest. 
Sunk  in  the  elysium  of  his  Cynthia's  breast ! 

But  ah !  for  iis  those  wizard  wonders  cease ; 
In  war,  death,  pestilence,  or  dang'rous  peace,  210 
Condemn'd  to  groan  in  this  disorder'd  hour, 
Victors  and  victims  of  th'  unhallow'd  pow'r. 
That  bids  the  western  world  or  rouse  or  weep, 
O'erwhelni'd  beneath  the  formidable  deep. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Of  France  faaj  enougli :  go  bend  before  that  tomb. 
Where  other  palms  and  other  laurels  bloom. 


{aa)   1   can  mention  no  lines  so  expressive  of  the  state  of 
France,   (1796)  as  the  following  adapted  from  Buileau. 

"  Dechirans  a  I'envi  leur  propre  Reputlique, 

*'  Lions  contre  Lions,  parens  contra  parens, 

*'  Combattent  follenient  pour  le  choix  des  tyrans'.*'* 

To  some  persons  the  followirg  sublime  p'cture,   as  drawn  by 

the 
*  Boileau,  Sat.  8.  t.  132. 


Ill 

Where  Maro  sleeps ;  or  in  the  Sabine  shade. 

Or  in  severe  Aquinum's  inmost  glade. 

Fast  by  Voltcrra's  dark  Etrurian  grove. 

With  Boileau's  (b)  art,  and  Dryden*s  rapture  rove. 

Be  v^^ise  betimes,   and  in  resistless  prose  221 

Leave  Burke  ALONE  to  thunder  on  our  foes : 

Let 


the  master  baud  of  that  m'ghty  poet  Lycophron,  -vrill  have 
it's  forcej  under  the  same  allnsioa. 

STgo^taw   Tov    oijuaTijjov   i^x^yriiv   vojjlov, 

KuTcu    "ziip^iy.x')  y,    ia-rc   Xnl'a  yvat, 
Aoyx^cu;   ccTtoc-rCXvo/Tz:,    Ojjuaiyjj  ^i  juot 
Ey  ixn  m^yti;))   ff  axjiw    ivdctTiXsTat, 

To'j)    yvjaiKw,   KXi    y.arscffxyix.i(  TTsrXwc, 
AAA»5v   i'sr'  «AX*)   ovjjl^o^xv  hh.y{j>,'.vuv.  •{' 

(b)  Boilcau  is  the  most  perfect  of  all  modern  •writers  la 
true  taste  and  judgment:  his  sagacity  is  unerring;  he 
combines  every  ancient  excellence,  and  appears  original  even  in 
the  adoption  of  acknowledged  thoughts  and  alluisons.  He  is 
the  just  and  adequate  representative  of  Hcrace,  Juvenal,  and 
Persiiis  united,  without  one  indecent  blemish;  and  for  my  own 

part 
f  Lycophron.  Cassandra,  v.  249. 
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l.f  t  AVakcfield  (c)  rant,  and  pallid  Thelwall  liawJ, 
Lords  oi"  misrule,   in  anarchy's  w  ild  hall ; 
Sufli  pro])liets  as  ere  long  1  lorne  Toukc  may  save, 
.'Vnd  hide  and  feed  h\)  fifths  (d)  in  a  cave. 

parti  havcahvays  considered lilm  as  Ihe  most ftnislicd gentleman 
that  ever  Mrote.  I  have  spoken  more  at  large  of  this  poet  in 
the  Introductory  Letter  to  the  P.  of  L. 

(t)  "Wakcliold.  AVhcncver  I  thir.k  of  the  name  o(  Gilbert 
Wakefield^  and  look  at  the  list  of  his  works,  (fori  would  not 
undertake  to  read  them  all,)  I  feel  alternate  sorrow  and 
indignation.  His  learning  and  sagacity  are  indeed  sufficient  io 
entitle  him  to  some  patronage,  and  to  the  removal  of  eVerj 
want.  But  his  spirit  is  so  restless,  his  temper  is  so  overbearing 
and  tyrannical,  (I  speak  from  the  consideration  of  his  icorks 
alone,)  liis  contempt  for  others  in  so  great,  and  his  personal 
vanity  so  cons^^icuous,  that  even  Literature  begins  to  be  weary 
of  him. 

But  when  I  turn  toliis  religions  and  political  opinions,  I  find 
all  the  virulence  and  asjierity  of  the  reformer;  all  the  insolence 
and  even  impudence  of  the  asscrters  of  equality  :  a  want  of 
decent,  or  even  of  common,  respect  todignified  characters:  and  a 
mind  (naturally  designedfor  bettor  exertions,  and  culiivatedin 
ihe  groves  of  an  university)  hostile  and  implacable  to  every 
establishment,  and  with  a  strong  tendency  even  to  *  sanguinary 

persecution. 

*  See  (if  it  is  worth  while)  Gilbert  NVakeliclds  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  General  Orders  given  by  the  Duke  of 
''  York  to  his  army,  July  7,  1794,  respecting  the  decree  of  the 
'^  Frencli  ConvKntion,   to  give  no  quarter  to  (he  British  and 

^'  llanovcrjp.ns, 
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^'oii  read  perchance  a  minister  iii  books,  (f) 
And  know  an  honest  statesman  l)v  his  looks; 
Think  in  debates  the  spirit  may  be  seen, 
In  Thurlow,  just,  in  Wedderbnrne,  serene;      30 


pcrspcutloii.  I  spcalc  of  hin  as  a  public  man  ;  T  have  n'o 
contempt  of  his  attainments.  But  1  will  never  suffer  him,  nor 
any  other  man,  who  fbtrutlL-s  himself  and  his  political  princi- 
ples and  measures  upon  the  public,  io  pass  me  without  notice  ; 
or  as  the  poet  strongly  expresses  it, 

Glomerare  sub  antro 
Fumiferain  noctem,   commixtis  ignc  tcncbris,  (a) 

i^i (bout  the  reprehension  he  deserves.   (1796.) 

(d)  By  fifties.  "  Obadiah  took  ^/;cj)ro/j/fe^5,  and  him  them  1)y 
"A*('y  '"  '^^  t.rjc,  and  fed  tlie.n  ic/lh  bread  and  ivafer.''^  Kings,  B. 
l.ch.   IS.  V.  4.  In  the  provisions  of  that  most  important,  and  JL 

Avish 

"  Hanoverians,  1791."  I  only  mention  this,  or  any  of  ^Ir.  Wake- 
field's political  writings  for  their  spirit  and  tendency.,  as  tlie 
compositionsareworth  iittie  notice.  Ishall  not  at  present  wander 
through  his  "  Silva  C'ritica,"  "  Ubi  passim  palantes  Error  rectO' 
*•'  detramite  pcUit.''  (b)  His  ravages  on  Virgil  and  Horace,  in 
his  late  editions  of  thoai,  are  often  as  shocking  to  taste  as  to 
truth.  Centley's  hook  (I  beg  pardon  for  coupling  the  names) 
Avas  nothing  to  the  levciliiig  axe  of  Gilbert  Waketie!d.  If  ]\Ir. 
Wakeiicld  docs  not  wiito  with  greater  care  and  ability  than  hu 
has  hitherto  ijiewn,  neither  ;;u"«,  nor  godfy,  nor  columns  v,lll 
permit  his  works  to  be  extant  very  long. 

(a)    Virg.  Jin.  S.  v. 25 4.  (/;)   Hor.  L.  "2.  Sat.  3.  v.  4S. 
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In  Grenville,  firmness 5   majesty,   in  Pitt; 
And  in  Dundas,  the  courage  to  submit. 
Proud  of  your  keen  discernment  you  retire, 
Smit  with  the  fame  of  Rollo's  bard  (g)  and  squire. 
You  print  (poor  man !)  your  satire  and  your  song. 
Correct  as  Gilford,  or  as  Cowper,  strong. 

AUTHOK. 

Yes:  to  my  country's  justice  I  appeal. 
Nor  dread  the  press,  the  guillotine,  nor  wheel. 


wish  I  could  say,  perpetual  act,  (passed  in  1795)  for  prevent- 
ing seditious  assemblies,  &c.  &c.  &:c.  it  is  specified,  that  none 
of  these  prophets,  or  lecturers,  or  diviners  in  democracy,  shall 
meet  in  greater  numbers  than  bi/  fijty  in  a  cave,  or  elsewhere; 
and  coMsidering  the  inflaramatcry  nature  of  their  disorders,  it 
is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  they  may  be  kept  upon  the  same 
cooling  diet.     (1796.) 

(/)  I  allude  to  the  profound  knowledge  which  busy  men 
acquire  of  the  most  secret  designs  of  the  British,  or  even  of 
foreign  cabinets, — from  the  news-papers.  Nothing  is  so  plea, 
sant  as  to  hear  men  assert  without  the  least  hesitation  what 
they  know  of  the  intention  of  Ministers.  I  really  envy  the  sa- 
tisfaction they  feel,  when  they  communicate  their  discoveries 
to  such  unenlightened  and  igoorant  men  as  myself. 
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Nor  fulsome  praise,  nor  coldness  of  neglect, 
Nor  all  that  poets  meet,  but  scarce  ex^pect :      40 
Yet  though  the  question  I  shall  never  fear, 
A  rhyming  culprit's  bold  confession  hear. 

Memory  I  have,  not  Middleton  (/)  has  more; 
Plays  I  could  frame,  like  Ireland,  [k]  by  the  score ; 
Could  sing  of  gardens,  yet  well  pleas'd  to  see 
AValpole  (/)  and  Nature  ma}^  for  once,  agree  3 
Could  give  with  Darwin,  to  the  hectic  kind. 
Receipts  in  verse  to  shift  the  north-east  wind  {m); 


(g)  Dr.  Lawrence;  Author  or  Editor  of  the  RolUad,  Proba- 
tionary Odes,  &c. 

(i)  The  famous  witness  on  Mr.  Hastings's  trial,  the  disciple 
of  Themistocles. 

{k)  The  publisher  of  the  newly.found  manHSscriptslnShak- 
spcare's  own  hand. writing.  The  reader  will  find  more  on  this 
subject  in  the  course  of  this  Second  Dialogue. 

(I)  Read  (it  well  deserves  the  attention)  that  quaint,  but 
most  curious  and  learned,  writer's  excellent  Essay  on  Modern 
Gardening,  at  the  end  of  his  Lives  of  the  Painters. 

(m)  See  Dr.  Darwin's  Loves  of  the  Plants,  and  a  lon^  and 
pleasant  note,   ia  which  the  Doctor  thinks  it  very  feasible  to 

I  4  manage 
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With  Pric€(|2^aiicl  Knight  grounds  hy  neglect  improve. 
And  banish  use,  for  naked  Nature's  lovo,  oO 

Lakes,  forests,  rivers,  in  one  landscape  drawn. 
My  park,  a  county,  and  a  lieath,  my  lawn; 
With  Knight,  man's  civil  progress  (o)  could  rehearse, 
Put  Hume,  or  Smith,  or  Tacitus  hi  versc^ 


manage  the  Minds,  (and  CTcry  thing  else  I  bcUeve)  at  his  plea- 
sure, by  a  little  philo.sopliy.  1  nevc-r  read  any  thing  so  eom- 
fo.lablc  in  my  life.  Marfinus  Scriblerus  ■will  be,  after  all,  a 
legitimate  natural  philoso])her.  It  appears  to  me,  that  \)r, 
Parivin's?/? ifc?z/o//.?  u:idLTStanding  is  pecubar'y  adapted  to  solve 
the'  foHowing  problem  in  natural  p'nilosophy :  "  WnEXHEn, 
*'  ihe  hybernal  frigidity  of  (lie  Antipodes,  passing  in  an  ortho- 
''  gonal  line  through  the  homogeneous  .solidity  of  the  center, 
"might  warm  the  superficial ^eoniiexjty  of  our  heels  by  a  soft 
"  antii'eristasis?"  I  have  given  a  translation  of  this  great  and 
useful  problem,  (as  the  French  Philosopher  Pantagruel  is  not 
quite  so  intelligible  in  the  original,)  that  Dr.  Darwin  may  discuss 
it  at  large  in  the  next  edition  of  his  Zoonomia,  which  is  mirch 
to  be  desired.  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  "  Creme  Philosophiquc 
'•  des  Questi-^^ns  Encyclopcdiques,"  at  the  end  of  Rabelais 
Book  5.  'Wi&  true  cream  of  their  modern  Encyclopedic  is  to  be 
found  in  the  French  Revolution,  1789,   &c. 

(«)  Price  and  Knight. — See  the  various  treatises,  all  curious 
and  in  some  degree  pleasant,  on  the  subject  of  landscape,  and 
the  art  of  laying  out  grounds.  Knight  and  Price,  versus 
Mason  and  Brown,  Repton,  Moderator.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  decision  at  the  br.r  of  taste;  but  I  would  not  bring  the  ■ 

cause 
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And,  while  Siieiins  and  his  ^  otaries  nod, 
Quaft'Paphian  grossness  from  n\y  ciysial  (p  )  God, 


cause  in  (he  court  at  GuiliUiall.  With  the  slants  on  tlie  jury. 
anil  Lord  Kenyou  for  the  judge,  tliere  CLitaiuly  would  bu  ;i 
verdict  for  the  Brobdignag  Gardeners,  Knight  and  Price. 
(1796.) 

(n)  See  and  read  (ifpo-siblc)  what  Mr.  R.  P.  Kniglit  calls 
a  Didactic  Poem,  "  The  Progrtss  of  Civil  Society,  in  six 
"  books,  4to."  I  protest  I  speak  impariially,  when  I  assert 
that  ilr.  Knight  seems  to  have  no  other  idea  of  poetry,  than  that 
of  lines  and  syllables  put  into  a  measure  with,  now  and  then, 
some  little  attention  togramnjar:  I  niean,  when  he  writes  ver- 
scs  himself.  For  if  he  conceives,  that  the  versification  of 
jNIontesquieu's  Spirit  of  T.aws,  Tacitus  on  the  Germans,  Smith 
on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Robertson's  Introduction  to  his  His- 
tory of  Charles  V".  Stuart  on  the  View  of  Society  in  Europe, 
and  such  works,  is  poetri/,  there  is  no  help  for  him,  he  must 
be  suffered  to  i^hyme  on.  "  Dogmatizer  en  vers,  et  rimer  p;ir 
chapitrcs,"  (c) 

It  is  impossible  to  criticize  or  examine  the  whole  in  a  noto, 
but  I  will  give  a  specimen  of  such  observations  as  I  should  make, 
if  I  were  to  go  thr;.ugh  the  whole  of  this  tedious  piece  of  work, 
]Mr.  K.  is  very  fond  of  beginning  all  his  books  rcvV/j  doiiht,  like 
a  true  pkilosopher;  he  always  u'es  the  words  "  fl'h ef lie r  th\<j 
"  or  r:7)t'//a'r  that — c.t  z^-hcfher  the  other. "  —  is  the  case;  nevrr 
deciding  the  point,  nt  r  giving  even  a  doublful  solution  of 
doubtful  doubts,  as  Mr.  Hume  kindly  used  to  do.  FiUt  zchef'^cr 
Mr.  K.  understands  himself,  even  in  the  very  beginning  cf  his 
ooem,   may  "be  a  doubt;    but    ziluthcr  his  readers  understand 

(a)   Roilcau.    Sat.  8.  v.  VIG. 
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Or  I  could  scribble  (q)  for  historic  fame. 
Like  Gillies,  feeble,  formal,  dull,  and  tame  j  (qq) 


him,  is  no  doubt  at  all.  He  begins  thus;  Book  the  first;  Verse 
the  first.  (I  take  the  Terses  at  the  very  beginning,  to  shew  my 
impartiality.) 

*'  Whether  primordial  motion  sprang  to  life 

From  tlie  wild  war  of  elemental  strife. 

In  central  chains  the  mass  inert  conjin'd. 

And  sublimated  matter  into  mind; 

Or  ichether  onegreat^  all  pervading  soul,  &e. 

Or 

Whether,  in  Fate's  eternal  fetters  bound 
Mechanic  Nature  goes  her  endless  round^  &c.  &c. 

In  all  this  mist  and  darkness  which  he  flings  around  him,   I  am' 
certain  that  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Knight,  or  any  of  his  readers, 
to  look  through  this  preparation  of  the  poetical  sky  for  the 
metaphysical  deluge  which  ensues,  M'hen  he  is  to 

*'  Trace  out  the  slender  social  links  that  bind 

*'  In  order'ii  chain,  the  chaos  of  mankind,  &c.  &c." 

Ohejam  satis— hwi  then  I  am  told  there  arc  so  many  pretty  and 
intelligible  passages  (I  grant  it,  Jlorum  simplicitas  miscrabilisl) 
in  this  and  V other  poem  (I  must  mean  the  Landscape;)  and  the 
ladies  say  it  is  so  charming  to  wish  to  be  buried  under  an  oulc, 
and  so  romantic,  &c.  See  p.  153.  I  wish  from  my  soul  that  all 
the  democracy  and  infidelity  in  the  kingdom  were  buried  under 
the  great  guardian  oak  of  England,  and  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Knight 
confined  in  the  stem  of  it.  He  might  cry  out  as  lustily  as 
Polydorus,  and  all  the  conjurers  of  the  Dilettanti  might  assist 
at  the  disiucbantmcnt  if  they  pleased, 

lam 
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Then  tired  of  truth,  Uk-e  Coxe,  to  fable  stray. 
And  vie  with  Croxall.  in  my  not.e^.  ox\  Gay.  (; }    60 


I  am  infinitely  indebted  to  Mr.  Ptichard  Payno  Knight  for 
the  honour  he  has  been  pleased  to  cuufer  on  my  note  in  tlic 
First  Dialogue  of  this  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature;  see 
p.  17,  &c.  of /i/*  Preface  to  his  Progress  of  Civil  Society. 

*'  If  Mr.  Knight's  bed  be  a  bed  of  tortures,  he  has  made  it 
*'  for  himself."  («)  I  did  not  name  him,  as  the  author  of  the 
Essay  ox  the  Worship  of  Priapls,  but  he  has  nozo  named 
himself.  I  am  glad  however  that  he  has  some  sen<e  of  sliama 
left,  by  endeaTOuring  to  explain  away  one  of  the  most  unbe- 
coming and  indecent  treatises  which  evt-r  disgraced  the  pen  of  a, 
man  who  would  be  considered  as  a  schular  andapiiilusopiier :  and 
I  persevere  in  that  opinion,  and  could  be  templed  (o  copy  <'vtii 
my  former  note,  (h)  Mr.  K.  had  better  have  kei)t  to  his 
Principla,  A,  B^  F,  A,  xtX.  See  his  Greek  alphabet.  1  hope  l.e 
will  do  better  in  future,  and  spare  me  more  trouble;  f(jr  I  am 
as  tired  of  him  as  he  can  be  of  me. 

As  Mr.  Knight  is  a  Member  of  Parliament,  1  must  fairly 
tell  him,  that  if  he  is  appointed  Chairman  of  any  polite  po  tical 
Committee,  and  anymore  '■^reports  Puoc;RE>b,  and  asks  leave 
to  sit  again,"  the  motion  will  be  negatived  by  the  zchoic 
house.     (179f).) 

(p)  "  Vitreo  bibit  ille  Priapo."  Juv.  Sat.  2  t.  95.  S;'& 
Mr.  Knight's  Essay  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus,  and  luy  uote  on 
it  in  the  first  Dialogue  of  this  Poem. 

(a)  I  quote  Junius  in  English,  as  1  would  Tacitus  or  Livy 
in  Latia.     1  consider  him  as  a  legitimate  English  Classic. 

(6)  See  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  V.  of  L.  —  I  h.nc  been  to!J 
that  Five  Guineas  is  the  price  of  The  Essay  on  Priipus.  if  a 
copy  is  at  any  time  to  be  soldi 
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I  ooiflil,  like  Seward,  if  lor  scrap:^  you  call, 
'i  uni  public  bagman,  {s)  train'd  in  Walpole's  stall ; 

Cq)  Soon  after  Mr.  Giblion  liad  published  the  second  and 
fliird  volunios  of  his  lloinan  Ilisiory,  the  late  Diikc  of  Cuni- 
IjCilaiid  accidentally  met  him,  and  intending  to  pay  him  agrent 
foinj)limcut,  said;  •'  How  do  you  do.  i\Ir.  Gibbon?  I  see  you 
"  arc  always  at  ^Y,  the  old  v: ay ,  scribble^  scribble .^  scribble.^''-' 
'j'here  are  various  judges  of  historical  writing,  from  Quiutilian, 
io  (he  late  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Dr.  Gillies  wrote  the  History  of  Greece,  &:c.  in  a  manner 
«iuite  different  from  ^Ir.  Gibbon;  but,  according  to  Pliny's 
good. humoured  observation;  "  ilistoria  qr.oquo  modo  scripta 
*' delectat."     (179C.) 

(r/r/)  The  epithets  in  the  verse  are  designed  to  characterize 
the  v:ri(in;^s  of  Dr.  Gillies.  There  is  some  learning,  great 
diligence,  attention,  and  application,  but  no  marks  of  genius 
or  of  strength  in  his  compositions.  Scd  tameu  in  pretio.  And 
I  wish  them  to  be  so,  as  the  Doctor  is  a  man  of  good  intentions, 
a  pa-ssable  scholar,  an  inde^'atigable  reader,  and  of  most  respect- 
able character.     I  speak  of  nothing  but  his  writings.     (1796.) 

(r)  Fables  by  John  Gay,  illustrated  -aith  notes  by  William 
CoxE,  M.  A.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  Rector  of  Bemerton,  Prebendary 
of  Sarum,  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury, 
late  Fellow  of  Kind's  College,  Cambridge,  Member  of  tiie 
Imperial.  CEconomical  Society  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  of  the 
lloyal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Copenhagen,  Chaplain  to  II.  G. 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  :  kc.  kc.  kc.  !:!  (17f;G.)  WhatwiM 
Mr.  Coxc  write  next?  To  be  sure  Addison  did  gravely  coin- 
ment  on  Chery  Chace.  I  am  not  inclined  to  make  any  other 
comparison.     (1796.) 

(,y)  Sec  Cfor  they  are  very  entertaining,  but  very  dear)  Mr. 
Sewdrd's   Anecdotes    of  distinguished    Persons,    kc.  in    four 

Tolumci. 


Or  to  C\  llja?ron,  from  tlie  Tre.isilry,  move, 
And,  like  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  (/)  murmur  love^ 
Or  v.itii  Fitzpatrick,  Uiark  tlic  space  between 
A  tainted  strumpet  and  a  spotless  Queen;  itt) 

volumes.  I  jirefer  Mr.  Seward  to  every  compik-r  of  anecdote', 
except  the  Hon.  Mr.  Iforace  Walpolc,  now  Lord  Orford.  ^i 
visiting  library  is  very  convenient  and  pleasant  toouo's  friends.. 
(179S.J  — 1  hope  ]Mr.  S.  may  hereafter  present  the  puLIic  \vil41 
•similar  works,  but  in  single  volumes. 

(t)  I  allude  to  Sir  James  Biand  Burgess's  Poem,  entitled., 
'•  The  Birib  aud  Triuniph  of  LovgI"  accompanied  by  mosj. 
elegant  designs  of  Amoretti  alati  by  one  of  the  fairest,  mps^ 
ingenious,    and  most  illustrious  ladies  («)  in  the  kingdom. 

Sir  James  Bland  G urges s,  lateUtider  Secretary  of  State,  is  very 
properly  (as  all  Undor  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Chief  Sccr.-taries 
in  the  Treasury,  should  be,)  attentive  to  his  character,  and  i*; 
particularly  afraid  of  the  smallest  Cupid  z^itkout  u  ynunzlc.  i^ir 
James  says,  "That  boy  and  that  boy's  deeds  s'.all  not  pollu-teroy 
measare."  St.  1,  Now  when  I  consider  w  hat  Virgil  and  Tassy 
have  said  and  sung  of  "  that  boy  and  thai  boy's  deeds,"  it  is  a 
Jittle  prudish  in  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  Baronet  and  Poet,  oa 
such  a  subject  to  have  such  fears.  A  poet  may  be  a  little  playfuj. 
But  Sir  James  Bland  Burn;cs«  is  right  after  all;  there  cerlainly 
should  be  none  but  the  most  virtuous  persons  a.bout Secretaries 
of  State,  and  in  the  precincts  of  i]\e.  Treasury,  though  now  an.d 
then  a  straggler  of  another  description  will  be  found,  notwith- 
standing the  unremitted  diligence  and  uudivertid  attontion  of 
George  Rose,  Esq.  &c.  kc.  kc.  (1700:) 

{tt)  A  line  taken  from  the  Political  Eclcgue,  intillcd  ''  Thf 
•*'  X'yurs ;"  the  most  finished  of  all  the  productions  of  thQ  Author^ 

(a)  II.  R.  ir.  the  Princess  Eiizu^jctjj. 


Could  furnish  feasts  for  each  Parnassian  prig, 
A  Florence  goose,  three  ducklings,  and  one  {v)  pig; 
With  Spartan  Pye  (.r)  lull  England  to  repose. 


of  the  Rolliad.  Public  report  has  assigned  this  classical,  but 
too  free,  composifion  <o  the  keen,  sarcastic  pen  of  General  Fitz- 
patrick.  "  Such  is  the  Bard  Avhose  distich  some  commend.'* 
I  may  be  mistaken  as  io  the  Author,  but  I  have  selected 
this  eclogiie  to  reprol)ate  (lie  licentious  spirit  which  pervades  the 
\vhoIe  of  it.  The  Art  of  Political  Lying  indcad  was  not  in- 
Teuted  by  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  General  Fitzpa- 
trick,  or  any  modt;rn  Statesman  :  it  is  an  ancient  and  approved 
art  by  John  Bull. 

(o)  A  Florence  goose,  &c. — See  a  publication,  entitled, 
*'  An  Ode  to  an  Kton  ^oy,  Three  Sonnets,  and  One  Epi- 
gram:" by  William  Parsons,  Esq.  This  gentleman  ij  the  fairest 
of  all  Mr.  Grays  Critics;  he  even  allows  the  superiority  of 
his  genius,   and  gives  his  ozcn  verses   in  Mr.  Gray's   measure. 

The  obliquity  of  the  principles  and  of  the  understanding  is 
sometimes  unaccountable. 

(:c)  Spartan  Pye.— 7\rr.  Pye,  the  present  poetLaureat,  with 
the  best  intentions  at  this  momentous  period,  if  not  with  the 
very  best  poetry,  translated  the  verses  of  Tyrtaeus  the  Spartan. 
They  were  designed  to  produce  animation  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  among  the  Militia  in  particular.  Several  of  the 
Reviczcin^  Generals  (I  do  not  mean  the  Monthly  or  Critical) 
were  much  impressed  with  their  zccight  and  importance,  and  at 
a  board  of  General  Officers,  an  experiment  was  agreed  upon, 
which  unfortunately  failed.  Tiiey  were  read  aloud  at  Warley 
Common,  and  at  Barham  Downs  by  the  Adjutants,  at  the  head 
«f  five  different  regiments,    at   each  camp,    and  much  was 

expected. 
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Or  frighten  children  with  Lenora's  (j/)  woes:     70 
I  could — 

OCTAVIUS. 

Do  what? — where  will  your  vaunting  reach? 
Is  this  a  prelude  to  your  parting  speech  ? 


expected.  But  before  they  were  half  finished,  all  the  front 
ranks,  and  as  many  of  the  others  as  were  within  liearing  or 
Terse-shot,  dropped  their  arms  suddenly,  and  were  all  found 
fas^t  asleep!  Marquis  Townshend,  who  never  approved  of  the 
scheme,  said  with  his  usual  pleasantry,  that  the  first  of  all  poets 
observed,  "  that  Sleep  is  the  brother  of  Death."  (1796.) 

Certain  kinds  of  poetry  and  writing  (to  which  I  have  been 
too  much  accustomed)  may  be  added  to  the  number  of  the 
Xma  Ayxyat,,  or  Soporifics,  which  great  medical  writers  aflirm 
to  be,  accustomed  noises,  motions,  &c.  &c.  in  short  the  tj^s-j  tx 
^^^^n^l»,  The  acute  physician  Aret^us  thus  speaks;  T:r>y 
«t.yii3yx   a/Kouri  to,    ^njirjSsa.      Na'jTjxw    jxzv    r,    ev    ciKxrij    KxrccyXis-i;,     xait 

Co/*Co>-,  xrX.  (fl)  The  whole  passage  is  uncommonly  eloquent 
and  sensible;  and  my  medical  readers  will  thank  me  for  point- 
ing it  out.  Aretasus,  is  perhaps,  the  first  descriptive  painter 
in  his  art.  Such  accomplished  scholars  as  the  venerable  Dr. 
Heberden,  Dr.  Glynn,  Sir  George  Baker,  ]^r.  Turton,  Dr 
Milman,  Dr.  Littlehales,  Dr.  Vivian,  and  a  icw  others, 
(^Apollineo  nomina  digna  choro)  will  confirm  my  opinion. 

(a)  ArctsiDe  Morbis  Acutis.  cap.  1.  p.  75.  edit.  Boerhaave, 
1731. 


l'J4 

AUTHOR. 

Sparc,  spare;  till  lime  subdue  my  hapless  rage 
With  blast  autumnal,  or  the  damp  of  age. 
What  poet  will  refuse  to  drink,   or  sing. 
Since  Helicon  is  now  an  Irish  spring? 
All  thirst  alike;  which  made  Sam  Johnson  think. 
That  no  man  visits,  where  he  cannot  drink,   (yjj) 
Why  should  I  faint,  when  all  with  patience  hear. 
And  Laurcat  Vyc  sings  more  than  twice  a  year  ?  f  j/3/j/) 

(jj)  A  tale  from  the  Germnn,  translated  by  the  Laureat, 
JI.  J.  Pyc,  Esq.  by  J.  T.Stanly,  Esq.  M.  P. and  by  &c.&c.&c. 
Sec.  a  sort  of  Bliie-licard  story  lor  the  nursery.  Iain  ashamed  to 
think  that  the  publie  curiosity  (1  will  not  say,  taste)  should 
have  been  occupied  Avith  such  Diablerie  Tudcsquc.  (1796.) 

I  should  however  be  unwilling  nottodo  justice  to  the  elegant 
and  fascinating  pencilof  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc  who  has  honoured 
and  decorated  the  subject;  but  the  painter  and  the  musician  are 
often  employed  in  illustrating  silly  subjects  and  silly  words. 
Still  it  will  be  most  true,  mutatis  mutandis,  of  both  these? 
divine  arts  ; 

II  cantar,   chc  nell'   anima  si   scnte! 

11  pill  m  scnte  I'  alma,   U  men  Vorecchio.     (1796.) 

{tj}])  Dr.  Jolinson's  character  of  the  Irish  hospitality,  in  one 
of  his  letters  J  or  among  the  Boswclliana;  I  forget  which.  It  is  not 
wholly  inapplicable  to  some  of  our  own  countrymen.  —  "  Few 
young  men  visit,  where  they  cannot  drink."   It  is  a  pity. 


125 

OCTAVIUS. 

Truce  with  the  Laureat. 

AUTHOR. 

'Tis  but  what  I  think  5 
For  once  I  hoped  to  see  the  title  sink,  82 

While  piety  and  virtue  grac'd  the  throne. 
And  genius  in  lamented  Warton  shone : 
Aye,  while  Britannia  cries  from  shore  to  shore, 
Augustus  reigns;    M^cenas  is  no  more! 

Pitt  views  alike,  from  Holwood's  sullen  brow, 
(As  near-observing  (z)  friendship  dares  avow) 


(M?/)  "  They  scarce  can  bear  Ihcir  Laureat  fzcice  a  year.'''' 
So  said  Pope.  In  those  times  we  can  hoar  our  harmless  fluttering 
birth  day  odes,  better  than  tlic  French  Dithyrambics  in  tlie 
orgies  of  democracy.  -  Mr,  Pyc  is.  a  man  of  learning,  and  .some 
little  fancy;  but  I  wish  his  poetky  had  more  force.     (179G.). 

;     (c)    I  must  own,   that  unless  the    Province  of  encouraging 
■  Letters,  which  should  belona;  to  the  great,   is  administered  with 
'•wisdom  and  discretion,   it  is  more  desirable  that  there  were  no 
encouragement  at  all.  _.  . 

K  t» 
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The  fount  of  Pindus  or  Boeotia's  bog. 


In  confirmation  however  of  my  opinion  of  the  Minister,  I 
refer  the  reader  to  a  pamphlet  published  in  1795,  entitled, 
"  Friendly  Remarks  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Administration,  by  a  Near 
*'  Observer."  It  is  written  by  a  good  scholar,  a  man  of  for- 
tune, of  an  upriglit  mind,  of  an  independent  spirit,  and  with  the 
principles  of  a  gentleman.  It  has  been  ascribed  to  INI.  Montagu, 
Esq.  late  M.  P.  and  it  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged  by  him. 
He  boldly  tells  the  Minister  of  his  fault,  namely  an  improvident 
and  si/stcmatic  contempt  and  neglect  of  all  ahilitif  and  literary 
talents,     "  They  had  no  poet,   and  they  died.'* 

I  would  by  no  means  apply  to  Mr.  Pitt  what  Spenser  said  of 
the  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh,  once  the  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  because  it  would  neither  be  true,  nor 
just 

Oh  let  not  Him,  of  whom  the  Muse  is  scorn' dy 
Alive,  nor  dead,  be  of  the  Muse  adorn'd!    (a) 

i5ut  the  Muse  of  satire  may,  with  more  respect  and  delicacy, 
■win  an  easier  way  to  the  region  of  his  sensibility,  in  the  words 
of  a  Roman  poet ; 

Felix  clrarum!  cui  non  Heliconia  cordi 
Serta^   nee  imbelles  Parnassi  e  vertice  laurus  ; 
Sedviget  ingenium,  et  magnos  accinctusin  usus, 
Fert  animus  quascuuque  vices  1    * 

These  are  the  virtues  of  a  minister  in  times  of  change  and  of 
general  convulsion. 

History  indeed  may  say  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  words  of  Tacitus, 
**  Ingenium    illustre    altioribus   studiis   juvenis  admodum 

dedit 

{a)  Spenser's  "  Ruins  of  Time.'*  »  Statins. 
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With  nothing  ofMcecenas,  but  his  frog,  (a)      QO 

OCTAVIUS. 

Merespleen(6):  Pitt  sure  is  libcral,though by  stealth. 


deilit ;  non,  ut  picrique,  ut  nomine  magnifico  segne  otlum 
velaret,  sed  quo  Jinnior  adversus  fortiiita,  Rempublicam  ca- 
PESSERET."  (6)  I  might  proceed  and  describe  hira  as  "Opiim(c) 
contemptor,  recti  pervicax,  constans  adversus  metns;"  but  I 
cannot  pursue  him  through  the  integral  character  of  Helvidius 
Priscus,  because  I  conceive  Power,  and  not  Fame,  to  be  th« 
principle  of  thismiglity  Minister  of  Great  Britain.     (1796.) 

(«)  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  during  the  administration  of 
Maecenas,'  that  Minister's  seal,  bearing  the  figure  of  a  frog, 
was  annexed  to  all  money. bills.  I  mention  this  anecdote  as 
curious,  and  perhaps  not  generally  known.  It  is  recorded  in 
Pliny's  Natural  History,  Book  37.  ch.  1.  "  Mcecemitis  Rana, 
*'  o6  collationem  pecuniar  urn  ^  in  magno  terrore  erat."  I  also  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  Gems,  vol.  2.  engraved 

privafely 

(6)  Tacit.  Hist.  L.  4.  Sect.  5. 
(c)  Though  Mr.  P.  despises  monej/,  yet  I  wish  he  would  giv» 
more  attention  to  public  axonomj/  tlian  he  has  hitherto  done.  He 
is  deserving  of  much  censure  in  this  respect.  He  seems  to  have 
forgotten  what  Mr  Burke  once  thundered  in  the  ears  of  one  of 
his  predecessors,  (Lord  North)  in  the  H.  of  C.  "  iMagnuin  est 
*'  Vectigal  Pan/MO/j/a."    (1797.) 

K  2 
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AUTHOR. 

Yes,  and  Ue  spares  a  nation's  inborn  wealth  ; 


privately,  and  to  the  elegant  Lafin  descriptions  of  them  by  the 
Rev.  Dr   Cole,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College  in  Cambridge. 

Nothing  is  so  like  as  one  Minister  to  another  in  this  respect ; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  refrain  from  remarking,  that  Frogs  ^vere  one 
of  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 

(&)  Octavius  is  wrong.     I  am  neither  a  personal  nor  a  poli- 
'tical  enemy  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  think  Mr.  Pitt  a  powerful  and  efficient  Minister,  emi- 
nently adorned  with  natural  gifts  and  endowments,  and  solemnly 
marked  out  and  elected  to  his  great  office.  He  has  talents  to 
conduct,  to  persuade,  and  to  command.  He  is  a  scholar ;  /  knoxo 
him  to  be  such,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one.  The  low  passion  of 
avarice  has  no  root  in  his  mind ;  but  the  sin,  by  which  the 
angels  fell,  rages  in  him  without  measure  and  without  control. 
To  tell  a  Minister,  that  pride  was  not  made /or  Him  or  for  any 
man,  because  he  has  nothing  which  he  has  not  received,  would 
be  to  argue  a  gross  ignorance  of  our  fallen  nature.  He  has  no 
servility  in  him.  Firm,  constant,  and  unbending,  he  has  the 
principles  of  a  man,  who  knows  and  feels  Avhat  is  demanded  of 
him  by  his  country.  He  comes  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
not  to  bow,  but  to  do  the  business  of  the  state,  and  he  does  it. 
There  is  not  a  subject  presented  to  him,  even  casually,  in  which 
-his  ability  is  not  conspicuous.     He  treats  it  as  if  it  had  been  the 

subject 
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Another  Adam  (c)  in  oeconomy, 


subject  of  his  continued  (a)  meditation.  In  the  conduct  of  the 
French  xcar^  he,  his  colleagues,  and  his  allies  have  been  aV foitnd 
zcanti/ig;   but  in  the  principle  just,  if  not  stcadj. 

I  will  add,  that  in  respect  to  personal  individual  gratification:, 
I  regard  iNIr.  Pitt  as  tiik  >fosT  fortunate  man  upon  record. 
Called  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times  beyond  human  coutrolj 
and  by  events  not  in  the  wildest  range  of  expectation,  he  was 
placed,  almost  without  his  seeking  it,  in  the  highost  public 
station.  He  passed  at  once  to  the  innermost  of  the  temple, 
without  treading  the  vestibule.  In  the  bloom  and  vigour  of  his 
faculties,  (for  he  bore  the  blossom  and  the  fruit  at  once)  and  in 
the  prime  of  life,  when  every  thing  can  charm,  that  which  can 
charm  the  most.  Power,  was  voluntarily  oflered  to  him, 
confirmed,  continued,  and  established  by  his  King  and  by  his 
country.  His  faults,  his  follies,  and  his  blemishes,  (for  he  has 
all)  might  be  eav//y  removed,  but  I  think  he  will  not  remove  them. 
He  felt  at  once,  as  many  men  have  done  before  him,  the  highest 
ability  in  himself;  and  he  found,  what  is  denied  to  most  men  of 
genius,  a  full  and  adequate  Qxcviion  of  it  in  high  office. 

My  hope  and  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  termination  of  his 
political  labours,  and  the  result  of  this  just  and  tremendous  war 
with  the  Republic  of  France,  may  be  finally  to  eslablish 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  Peace.''  (1790.) 


(a)  In  this  respect  Mr.  Pitt  always  reminded  ine  of  Themistocles', 
as  recorded  by  the  great  historian.      *'   O.^rtx  ^wv-n,  i^v&it^:  ^vj 

*'  ocovra."     Thucyd.  Lib.  1.  Sect.  138. 

K    3 
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For  all,  but  Burke,  [d]  escape  his  searching  eye; 
St  id"  from  old  Turgot,  {e)  and  his  rigid  school. 
He  never  deviates  from  this  wholesome  rule; 


(c)  Adam  <>mUh,  the  ^rcaf  writer  on  wealth  and  finance, 
from  whom  Mr.  Pitt  learned  his  art. 

(d)  This  is  rio^  mentioned  as  a  censure  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  his 
lihtTjlify?  for  ^  tliink  the  vholc  of  his  pension  merited  by 
Wr.  BiirVe,  though  I  wish  it  had  nrver  been  accepted. 

On  (his  >;t<bject,  I  may  say.  that  in  "  Mr.  Burki-'s  Letter  on 
*'  the  Dukeof  Bedford's  Attack  on  Him  in  the  House  of  fiords," 
I  perceive  genius,  al)ility,  dignity,  imaa;iiiation,  and  sight-  more 
than  youthful  poets  ever  drt-aipcd,  and  sometimes  the  philosophy 
of  Plato  with  the  wit  of  Lncian  But  what  I  esteem  most  of 
a,!l,  I  hear  again  the  reaming  voice  of  ove  -ichn  sazo  the 
apoudj/psc,  and  first  cried  aloud  in  England,  and  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Europe. 

I  cannot  describe  the  whole  composition  better  than  in  the 
words  of  that  Poet,  who  would  have  been  proud  to  record  the 
workmanship  of  Edmund  i'uuKE.  Brontes,  Steropes,  and 
Pyracmon,  it  will  be  allowed,  have  all  had  their  share  in  the 
fabrication  of  this  infunnutum  fu'men. 

*'  Tres  imbris  torti  radios,  tres  nubis  aquosas 

Add. del  ant,  rutili  tres  ignis  et  alilisaustri  ; 

Fulgores  nunc  t  rrifico*,  sonitumquc  metumque 

Mi.^Cl•baJ^t  oiK-ri,  ilammisque  si  quacibus  iras."  (*)  (1796.) 
(c)  Ml.  'I'urgof,  ci  devant  Conlroller  Gcneralof  the  French 
Fininces  :    the  founder  of  (he modern  Occuno/nic  School. 

Modern  Slate  Oeconomy  often  seems  to  consist  in  spending  or 
squandering  (he  greatest  ])osbiblc  sums  in  the  least  possible  time. 

(*)  Virg.  .En.  8.  v.  429. 
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«  Left  to  themselves  all  find  their  level  price, 
"  Potatoes,  verses,  turnips,  greek,  and  rice." 

OCTAVIUS. 

Strange  times  indeed  to  banter  on  finance; 
Pray,   if  you  call  him  frugal,  think  of  France,    100 

AUTHOR. 

Well,  I'll  be  brief;  with  France  he  must  contend; 
There  I  will  own,  and  feel  myself  his  friend. 
And  sing  with  Burke's  or  Maro's  borrow'd  fire, 
"  Arms  and  the  man,"  till  anarchy  (/)  expire. 


(/)  In  the  just  and  inevitable,  but  most  fatal  and  most  tre- 
mendous war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  in  which  all  Europe 
has  bled,  and  yet  bleeds  in  every  vein  and  artery,  the  first  object 
we  look  for  is,  a  stahility  of  jiewce.  But  no  stability  can  as  yet 
be  found  in  all  the  convulsive  labours  of  the  sanguinary  nation. 
That  modern  Gallic  Julia  has  done  nothing  but  conceive  one 
mis-shapen  lump  after  another,  in  the  focculcncy  of  her  political 

■vTomb  ; 
K  4 
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Sedition's  crew  is  bound ;  the  gloomy  band 

In  chains  of  penal  silence  musing  stand. 

Or  doom'd  in  classic  {g)  impotence  to  rave 

Their  ceaseless  round,  wi-thin  the  smould'ring  cave. 


womb;     conception  up6n    conception,     abortion   upon   abortion: 
and  what  can  we  my  ?  , 

*'  Cum  tot  abnrtivis  fascundam  Julia  vulvam 
Solveret,  et  patruo  similes  efFunderet  offas."    (a) 

We  must,  I  fear,  yet  wait  a  feafon  ;  .(May  1796)  and  whatever 
we  have  paid,  or  must  still  pny,  must  be  considered  as  the  avrtXvrfov, 
the  great  price  of  delivery  and  redem.ption  from  slavery,  revolution, 
French  anarchy,  and  the  disruption  of  social  order  ;  when  the  earth 
is  bursting  asunder,  and  hell  yawning  from  beneath  ;  or  in  language,' 
which  Edmund  Burke  alone  could  produce  in  English, 

And  what  wonder  ?  It  is  Longinus  who  speaks  of  Homer,  (b) 
(1796.) 

(";■)  Since  the  pafTing  of  the  Bills  (in  1795)  against  treason, 
seditious  meetings,  assemblies,  lectures,  harangues,  &c.  John 
Thelwall  read  during  the  Lent  season,  1796,  what  he  termed 
Classical  Lectures ;  and  moll  kindly  and  affectionately  pointed 
out  the  defects  of  all  the  ancient  governments  of  Greece,  Rome, 

Old 


{a)  Juv.  Sat.  2,  V.  32. 
(6)   Long,  de  Subl.  Sect.  9. 


w.-^a.^ 
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The  dark  Vulcanian  chamber,  whence  they  strove 
To  forge  and  hurl  the  bolts  of  Stygirai  Jove.     1 10 

OCTAVIUS. 

Nay,  if  you  thus  proceed,  I'll  read  the  bill. 
In  Hatsell's  (//)  clerkly  tone,  clear,  loud,  and  shrill. 


OW  France,  &c.  &c.  and  the  cauxca  of  rebellion,  insurrection, 
regeneration  of  governments,  teiroribin,  mas  acra,  and  revolutionary 
murders  ;  without  the  lea.),t  hint  or  application  to  Enghnd  and  its 
constitution.  Shewing  hozo  the  Gracchi  were  great  men,  and  so  by 
implication,  the  Bedfords,  the  Lau:ierdales,  &c.  I  mu  t  own,  I 
fear  nothing  fiom  such  lectures.     (1796.) 

{h)  John  Hatsell,  E;q.  the  very  learneJ,  polite,  and  refpectable 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons.  179'J.  This  accompluhed 
gentleman  has  lately  resigned  his  office,  with  that  propriety  and 
ditcernment  of  time  and  circumstance,  and  of  the  '•  aetatis  insi- 
"  dise,"  which  have  uniformly  dist!nc,i)ished  his  very  useful  and 
honourable  life  in  public  office.     Quundo  uUum  invenicni  parcm  I 

The  illustrious  Speakkr  of  the  H.  of  C.  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Henry  Addington,  (neither  inferior  ror  second  to  any  statesman 
in  that  House  in  temperate  eloquence,  accuracy  of  knowledge, 
and  -soundness  of  understanding,)  announced  Mr.  Hatsell's 
intended  resignation  in  a  msnner  which  did  honour  to  the  sincerity 
of  his  friendship,  and  to  his  sense  of  the  loss  of  so  able  a  servant 
of  the  public.  The  House  was  unanimous  in  their  applause. 
^Ir.  Pitt  seconded  the  Speaker,  and  pronounced  also  hi;;  te;t:mcny. 
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And  Jekyll's  (/)  comment  loo. 

AUTHOR. 

Pray,  pray  forbear  : 
Come  then,   I'll  breathe  at  large  ethereal  air. 

But  it  is  sufficient  to  fay,  Mr.  Pitt  spoke,   when  that  Rt.   Hon, 
&/l:ni:ter  thirjks  proper  to  aiTume  the  language  of  commendacion. 

]Mr.  Hatsell  has  given  a  most  judicious  work  (b)  to  the  public, 
which  all  senators  will  do  well  to  consult  frequently.  Mr.  H.  will 
excuse  me  for  adapting  to  him  in  this  respect  a  few  words  from 
Quintilian  :  "  Monumenta  rerum  posteris  quaerentibus  tradidit. 
•*  Frequentabunt  tjus  domum  opiimi  juvenes,  et  veram  viam,  velut 
**  ex  oraculo,  petent.  Hos  iile  formabit  ut  vetus  gubernator,  littora 
**  et  portus,  et  quid  secundis  fiatibue,  quid  adversk,  ratis  poscat, 
•*  dccebit,  et  communi  ductus  officio  et  amore  quodam  operis.'* 
Quintil.  Lib.  12.  c.  xi.  s.  I. 

Mr.  Hatsell  will  not  suspect  the  hand  which  has  paid  this  trlbate 
to  his  character  and  to  his  merits.     (August  1797.) 

(0  There  is  rather  too  much  of  pertness  and  self-jufficiency  in 
Mr.  Joee[  h  JekylPs  remarks  ;  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  his 
witticisms  will  ever  jhake  a  minister  like  the  Rt.  Hon.  William 
Pitt. 

Magro  discrimine  Causam 
Protcgcre  affectas?  te  consulc,  die  tibi,   quis  sis, 
Oiator  vthcmenf,  an  Cuitius,  an  Matho  :    buccas 

Noscenda  est  mcnmira  tus. 

Juv.  Sat.  xi.  V.  %2. 

(h)  Prccedtnts  of  Proceedings  in  the  H.  cf  C.  with  observations, 
4  volumes  4  to. 
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Far  from  the  bar,  the  senate,  and  the  court. 
And  in  Avonian  fields  with  Steevens  sport ; 
("Whom  late,  from  Hampstead  journeying  {k)  to  his 
Aurora  oft  for  Ccphalus  (/)  mistook,  [book, 

"What  time  he  brush'd  her  dews  with  hasty  pace. 
To  meet  (w)  the  Printer's  dev'let  face  to  face:)  120 
With  dogs  n)  tllacll-  llCtter'tJ  in  the  Stratford  Course, 
Mouth-match'dlike  bells,  yet  of  unequal  force,  {n?i) 


(k)  He  u'cd  to  leave  his  Tusculum,  the  seat  of  Steevens  and  of 
Wi  dom,  at  Hampstead,  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  or  earlier, 
every  morning,  to  revise  the  proof  sheets  of  tbe  last  edition  of 
Shakspeare,  1795,  in  15  vol.  8vo.  at  his  frietid  Reed's  cham- 
bers.    I  heard  of  nothing  else  at  the  time.     (1796.) 

(/)   '•  Hunc  ne  pro  Ctphalo  raperes,  Aurora,  timebam." 

Sappho  to  Phaon. 
I  will  own,   I  was  a'ways  apprehensive  for  the  safety  and  classic 
purity  of  the  Attic  boj/,  so  very  soon  in  the  morning,  on  Primrose 
hill,    '*  earth's  f  e  hest    softest  lap  ;"    but   notwithstanding   these 
early  freak  ,  the  youth  is  still  safe,  as  I  hear.     (1796.) 

(w)  ••  To  meet— the  Sun  upon  the  upland  lawn." 

Gray's  Elegy. 

(n)   See  the  First  Dialogue  of  che  Pursuits  of  Literature. 

(nn)  **  My  love  shall  hear  the  music  of  my  hounds, 

"  And  gillantctiiding  ;  match'd  m  mouth  like  bells, 
•'  Each  under  each."  &c. 

Midsummer  Night's  Dream. 
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For  well  I  mark'd  them  all  (o)  with  curious  heed. 


•     (o)   I  termed   the  Commentators  on   Shakspeare  out   of  mere 
pleasantry,  "  black-letter  dog;." 

But  //"among  these  scholirs,  or  in  am/  other  description  of  the 
learned^  there  should  be  found  a  man,  who,  with  the  grace 
of  exterior  accomplishment,  or  the  fu'some  semblance  of  it ; 
with  the  gifts  of  foi  tune,  and  the  rank  of  a  gentleman  ;  with  a  strong 
devotion  to  literature  without  remission,  and  almoU  witliout  exam- 
ple ;  with  acuteness  of  mind  and  extensive  classical  erudition  ; 
who,  I  say,  should  so  far  forget  himself,  as  to  practise  arts  which 
would  di-grace  the  meanest  retainer  to  learning:  JJ  such  a  man 
shou'd  be  found,  with  fair  professions  and  obliging  attentions, 
simular  of  friendship,  but  at  the  bottom  false,  hollow,  designing, 
and  malicious  ;  who  jealous  of  every  little  advancement  or  lucky 
discovery,  even  of  a  professional  artist^  should  strive  to 
depress  the  eflf.nts  of  struggling  laborious  merit,  or  to  blast 
the  rival  ingenuity  of  his  learned  contemporaries ;  who  should 
inflict  a  wound  with  more  than  Parthian  dexterity,  and  yet 
be  studious  of  frequenting  the  company  of  men  of  character 
to  countenance  his  own ;  and  finally,  who  shou'd  collect  and 
scatter  around  him  the  virus  liinare,  the  vaporous  drops  that 
hang  in  any  region  of  infection,  that  the  objects  of  their 
influence  might  feel  the  blaft  of  the  enchanter,  and  know 
not  whence  it  came :  —  //',  1  say,  such  a  man  should  be 
ff  und,  I  ihali  not  name  him,  and  it  is  not  for  him  to  lay  bare 
his  own  conscience  by  a  foolish,    appropriating  indiscretion. 

I  have  only  sketched  out  at  present  ."^uch  a  character  in  prose  ;  and 
all  I  shall  say  further  is  may  He,  //'bOCH  a  man  exist,  strive  to 
wipe  out  fuch  actions  by  more  than  literary  contrition  ;  and 
deeply  feel  and  know  that  he  has  lived,  throughout  the  course  of 
a  life  not  inconsiderable  in  its  duration,  under  a  fatal  error;  and  a 
wretched  abuse  of  time,   learning,  talents,    and  accomplishments. 

This 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Not  all :  you  pass'd  the  grave  laborious  {p)  Reed, 

Friend  to  most  traders  in  researches  quaint. 

Layman  or  priest,  the  sinner  or  the  saint;  » 

Farmer  he  loves,  and  Steevens  will  receive :        ; 

Though  not  Mie  (pp)  Masterre  (q)  Ireland  by  your 
leave. 


This  character  is  left  on  record,  like  any  of  La  Bruyere's, 
without  even  the  shadoic  of  a  name.  It  shall  ever  remain  unapprv- 
priated  bi/  me.     (i  796.) 

If  any  perfon  ?houId  ask  why  such  a  character  was  drawn,  I  reply 
in  the  words  of  Pope  : 

*'  Ask  you  the  provocation  thr.t  T  had  ? 
**  The  ftrong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad." 

(p)  Isaac  Reed,  Esq.  editor  of  Dodsley's  old  plays,  lately 
republished  ;  a  gentleman  of  learning,  infoimation,  and  ingenuity, 
and  great'y  respected.  I  mention  him  with  very  particular 
pleasure.     ('796  ) 

{pp)  A!iuding  to  the   uniform  and  constant  reduplication  of 
the  old  spelling  of  every  word   in  Mr,  Ireland's  ;urc?  volume  by 
'  Shakspea  e.      Masterre    for  master,    bi/e  for    bj/,   brothe?"re  for 
'  brother,  Sec.  Sec.     (1796.) 

(q)     The   possessor   and    editor  of  the   MSS.    asserted  to   te 
Shakspeare's  ;   fiom  whose  officina  in  Norfolk-street,  issued  the 

tragedy 
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He  laughs  to  see  our  new  Siilmoiieus  stand, 

His  mimic  thunder  rattling  o'er  the  Strand,         130 

On  fiery  coursers  from  Olympia's  plain. 

Tossing  the  torch,  in  sovereign  splendor  vain. 

Command  the  world's  prostration  from  afar, 

**  Shakspeare  and  Jove"  grav'd  on  the  burning  car 

In  letter'd  radiance? 

AUTHOR. 

Soft  a  while ;  'tis  wrong : 
Can  strains  like  these  to  manuscripts  belong  ? 
To  notes,  bonds,  deeds,  receipts,  fac-similes. 
And  all  that  lawyers  feign  for  proper  fees? 
Monks  and  attorneys  may  engage  Malone : 
Annius,  (r)  or  Ireland,  (s)  'tis  to  me  all  one.       140 


iragcdy  of  Vortigcrn,  claiming  to  be  the  composition  of 
Shakspeare,  acted  in  March,  1796,  at  Drury-lane  Theatre, 
and  received  in  such  mjlattering  manner.  («) 

(r)   Annius  was  a  monk  of  Viterbo  in  the  15th  century,  and 
celebrated    for    many  forgeries    of  ancient  manuscripts   and 

inscriptions. 

(a)  i.  e.  J— wm^Jby  Box,  Pit,  and  Gallery, 
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Give  me  the  soul  that  breathes  inShakspeare's  page. 
Strength  from  within,  the  unresisted  rage. 
The  thought  that  stretch'd  beyond  creation's  bound. 
And  in  the  flaming  walls  no  barrier  found. 
The  pen  he  dipt  in  mind ;  {ss) — I'll  hush  to  rest 
The  little  tumults  of  a  critic's  breast. 

What  though  no  Vatican  unbars  the  door. 
No  Palatine  to  Ireland  yields  it's  store. 
Treasures  he  has,  and  many  a  prouder  tome 
Than  kings  to  Grantagave,  or  Bodley's  dome:  150 
Pages,  on  which  the  eye  of  Shakspeare  [f]  por'd. 
The  notes  he  made,  the  readings  he  restor'd. 


inscriptions.  See  his  Seventeen  Books  of  Antiquities.  It  may- 
be proper  to  observe,  that  mere  vanity  was  his  motive ;  he 
never  solicited  any  subscription  for  his  ancients. 

(5)  See  all  the  farrago,  of  which  Mr.  Ireland  possesses  thu 
originalsy  numerous  beyond  belief j  I  Mill  not  attempt  to 
describe  them.     (1796.) 

Suidas  de  Vet.  Auct. 

(t)  Mr.  Ireland  asserts  that  he  has  the  very  library  of 
Shakspeare^  with  his  signature,  his  notes,  and  remarks,  Sec.  ia 
the  margin  of  the  books,  all  in  Shakspeoi'e^s  oxon  han(LiorHiagm 
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"TT he  very  gibes  he  scribbled,  and  the  joke 
That  from  the  laughinuj  bard  on  margins  broke.  • 

But  Where's  the  dark  array,  the  vesture  plain. 
With  manv  a  mould'rino:  venerable  stain  ? 
All  fled  :  a  wonder  opens  to  our  view  ; 
The  shield  is  scower'd,  and  the  books  are  new ;  (x) 
In  her  own  hues  great  Nature  best  is  seen : 
So  Ireland  spoke  3  and  made  the  black — One  Gre&?i. 

•     Eternal  verdure  bloom  in  Sliakspeare's  grove  !  1 6 1 
Where  led  by  light  from  heav'n,  he  oft  would  rove 
In  solitude  and  sacred  silence  blest ; 
And  in  the  musings  of  his  mighty  breast. 


(x)  Mr.  Ireland  has  not  thought  proper  to  preserve  the 
books  ofShakspeare^s  Library/  in  their  original  and  curious  old 
black  binding,  (as  could  have  been  wished)  ;  but,  like  the 
nurse  employed  by  Dr.  Cornelius  Scriblerus,  he  has  scowered 
them  well,  and  made  them  all  nezo  ;  and  with  singular  felicity 
has  re-bound  them  all  in  green  murocco\ !  1 

I  have  written  this  whole  passage  in  the  Poem  and  the 
Notes,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  extraordinary  event 
in  literary  history,  which  seems  io  be  passing  into  oblivion. 
I  cannot  think  that  any  subject  relating  to  Shakspearc  should 
be  wholly  disregarded.     (1796.) 
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All  as  he  scann'd  the  volume  of  the  past. 
O'er  Greece  andRome  one  wishful  glance  would  cast; 
Mourn  not,  pleas'd  Nature  cried,  their  sounds  un- 
My  universal  language  is  your  ov/n.  [known, 

OCTAVIUS. 

Enough  for  me  great  Shakspeare's  words  to  hear. 
Though  but  in  common  with  the  vulgar  ear  ;   I70 
Without  one  note,  or  horn-book  in  my  head, 
Ritson's  coarse  trash,  or  lumber  of  the  dead. 
Can  flippant  wit,  and  book-learn'd  confidence. 
Alone  give  right  to  science,  taste  and  sense  ? 
Js  modest  worth  by  idle  boasting  shewn  ? 
Then,  nor  till  then,  will  I  approve  Malone  :  (y\ 


(1/)  See  Mr.  Ma!one*s  inquiry  into  the  authciitlrity  of  Mr, 
Ireland's  ShakspeareMSS,  &c.  which  he  calls  (not  improperly) 
a  Vindication  of  Shakspeare.  The  subject  is  indeed  rather 
overlaid  by  the  learned  critic,  but  there  is  much  sagacity  and 
ingenuity  in  the  treatment  of  it,  and  I  think  it  is  j-atisfjctory 
and  proves  the  point.  Slill  INlr  Malone  is  too  confident  arid 
presumptuous,  and  not  always  a  tentive  to  that  politeness  of 
character,  which  at  least  all  amateur  critics  should  maintain. 

L  I  think 


m 

See  on  the  critic,  ''  in  his  pride  of  place," 


I  think  Mr.  Ireland  vrill  now  hardly  say  of  these  manuscrxpU 
and  anginal  plays  of  Shakspcare, 

Nunc  non  e  manibus  illis, 
Nunc  non  e  ti\mu\o  fu7'luna(  a  que  favilla, 
Nasccntur  riolaj  r* 

No,  Mr.  Ireland,   neither  violets  nor  guineas.  — "  Go  to  bed, 
"  Basil;   goodnight,  goto  bed."     (Sec  the  Spanish  Barber.) 

I  have  just  read  two  pamphlets  on  this  sii1)jecf,  the  first  by 
Mr.  Ireland's  son,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  Ireland  himi-elf.  Th« 
shameless  effrontery  of  the  boy,  in  avowing  himself  the  author 
of  these  manuscripts,  is  only  equalled  by  the  tender  solicitude 
of  the  fatiier  for  their  credit  and  authenticity.  Mr.  Ireland 
senior  originally  rested  the  M'hole  with  his  son  -who,  as  he  con* 
stantly  affirmed,  gave  the  collection  to  him,  plays,  receipts, 
drawings,  deeds,  "  A^hite,  black,  and  grey,  and  all  the 
trumpery  ;"  but  declined  naming  the  person  from  whom  he 
received  them.  Mr.  Ireland  senior  nozo  presents  us  with  the 
testimony  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  Sir  Isaac  Ilcatd,  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  Mr.  Lanreat  Pye,  Mr.  Boswell,  &c.  who  all. signed 
a  paper  (very  tciseJij  to  be  sure)  that  they  were  convinced  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  papers.     What  can  that  prove? 

The  boy's  tale  is  simple;  he  absolutely  asserts  that  he  forged 
the  whole  collection,  and  gave  the  papers  to  his  father,  to  please 
at  once  and  io  deceive  liim,  and  the  world.  A  very  dntifnl  and 
vwy  modest  lad!  Do  we  believe  the  boy?  If  we  do,  the  busi. 
ness  is  at  end.  The  Father  again  and  again  asserts,  that  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  person  or  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  and 

■ "  ■'   ■  ■  refer* 

*  Pers,  Sat.  1.  T.  38, 
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Laborious  Chalmers  drops  his  leaden  mace,  [yy) 


refers  io  his  son's  inforrcation.  No-j:,  he  dlsbeliovcs  his  own  son, 
and  defends  the  authenticity  of  the  papers.     Utrum  Horinn  ? 

In  short,  betu'C'^n  (hem  both,  Fatiicr  and  Son,  there  appears  ta 
me,  what  the  Greeks  call  a  2rofyri,  a  sort  of  natural  parental 
affection  for  these  manuscripts,  which  is  Tary  strange,  and 
M^hich  I  cannot  explain,  but  which  quite  satisfies  me  as  to  the 
nature  of  their  originality.  IMr.  Mulone's  learning  and  politeness 
have  not  much  to  do  with  the  business  as  a  matter  of  fact;  and 
thie  whole  question  now  turns  upon  this  momentous  point: 
*'  whether  Mr.  Ireland  or  Mr.  JMalone  is  the  greatest 
SCHOLAR?  (a)"  This  is  what  the  logicians  call  the  Reductio 
ad  Absurdura;  and  there  the  question  may  sleep,  and 
Shakspeare  too.     (Jan.  5,  1797.) 

{ijy)  See  "  the  Apology  for  the  Belierers  in — (Mr.  Ireland's^ 
Shakspeare  Papers."' 

*•  So  forc'd  from  wind-guns  lead  itself  ca.vi  fly, 

*^  And  pond'rous  slugs  cut  swiftly  through  the  sky."  (i) 

Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  well  informed,  very  useful,  and  well-meaning 
writer,  but  too  "  laborious,  heavy  and  busy"  in  his  works.  1% 
was  but  a  waste  of  erudition  to  throw  it  away  on  this  compo- 
sition. He  always  has  my  thanks  for  his  political  information ; 
■but  I  wish  he  had  more  spirit  and  a  more  animated  umn- 
Ber ;  for  he  is  a  man  of  learning  and  respectability,  wheu 
employed  in  his  proper  department.     (179G.) 

(a)  See  Mr.  Ireland's  farewell  pamphlet  on  Mr,  Maloue's 
Scholarship.  (July  5,  1797.) 

(6)  Dnnciad, 
L  2 


It    t 

Ill  tlic  wild  r-qual^bles  of  a  wordy  war, 
I^t  rabid  (z)  Porsoii  tell,  or  gricsly  Parr,  [a)  180 
Coombe,  Travis,  Ireland,  or  whate'er  the  name. 
The  breeding  of  mere  critics  is  the  same  : 
From  royal  Phalaris  let  your  views  extend 
To  Bristol's  wizard  stripling,  and  his  end. 

Hear  Catcott  (/>)  cry,  in  chearless  life's  decHne, 
Thus  Rowley  once,  and  Chatterton  were  mine. 


(;)  Mr.  Professor  Person's  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis  are 
conspicuous  for  their  erudition,  acuteness,  accuracy,  Tirulcncc, 
l)itternesSj  and  invective. 

(<■/)  I  alliide  to  Dr.  Parr's  Controversy  nitli  Dr.  Coorabe 
about  Horace.  It  seems  Dr.  Parr  was  angry  that  he  did  not 
assiit  the  little  critical  inan-midwife  at  the  labour  "  xlianiaturos 
"  aperire  partus."  Dr.  Parr  is  more  fond  of  a  C:rsarian  opera- 
)iori  irtcriticism.  Sec  more  in  a  future  note  to  the  Third  Dia- 
SogUCof  this  Poem. 

{b)  Wheii  \ftrst  published  thcfirstpart  of  this  poem  (in  1794) 
-!•  bad -only  casually  glanced  on  the  suljject  of  Rowley.  See 
'P.-  of  L.  Part  I.  but  since  that  time  having  had  some  leisure  and 
more  curiosity,  I  have  perused  many  of  the  learned  treatises 
tipnn  if  7  tjpvpr  wi>;h  to  havc  au}'  thing  to  do  Avith  thedccision 
of  such  a  controversy  as  this,  which  is  even  now  scarcely  at 
rest;  but  having  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman,  I  was  struck, 
as  I  was  reading,  with  the  cruel  treatment  of"  poor  Mr. 
Catcott  of  Bristol,    the  sneers  upon   the  pcz^tercr,   and  the 

illiberal 
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lie  saw  his  Bcird,  by  Milles's  pond'rous  length  [bbj 
O'erlaid,  revive  in  splendor,  fame,  and  strength,. 
For  Bryant  (c)  came;  the  Muses  all  return. 
And  light  their  lamps  at  Rowley's  fruitful  urn;  190 


illil)eral  refloctions  on  a  plain,  curious,  honest,  and  inoffensive 
man,  without  whose  zeal  and  solicitude,  (I  speak  from  the 
printed  accounts)  those  singular  poems  would  never  have 
appeared.     He  seemed  to  say  with  justicCj 

Oro,  miserere  laborum 
Tantorum,    miserere  animi  non  digna  fcrentis*.* 

(bb)  The  edition  of  Rowley's  Poems  by  the  Rcy.  Dr.  Millcs. 

(c)  No  man  of  literature  can  pass  by  the  name  of  Mr, 
Bryant  without  gratitude  and  reverence.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  attainments  peculiar  to  himself,  and  of  classical  erudition 
without  an  equal  in  Europe.  His  Avhole  life  has  been  spent  in 
laborious  researches,  and  the  most  curious  investigations.  H* 
has  a  youthful  fancy,  and  a  playful  wit;  with  the  mind,  and 
occasionally  with  the  pen,  of  a  poet  ;  and  with  an  ease  and 
simplicity  of  style  aiming  only  at  perspicuity,  and,  as  I  think, 
attaining  it.  He  has  contended  in  various  tields  of  controversy 
with  various  success;  but  always  with  a  zeal  fyr  truth  and  a 
soberness  of  enquiry. 

In  speaking  of  Mr.  Bryant,  I  have  no  necessity,  as  I 
too  often  have,  to  qualify  my  connnendatioxis.  lit;  has  lived 
to  see  his  eightieth  winter  (and  may  he  yet  long  live)  with 
the  esteem  of  the  u  ise  and  good;  in  honourable  relire- 
ment  from  the  cares  of  life;  with  a  gentkuess  of  manners, 
and  a   readiness   and   willingness    of   literary    communication 

L  3  seldom 

*  Virg.  JEn.  2.  v.  1. 
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While  Cam  receiv'd  the  Bard  with  all  his  train. 
Though  Isis  turn'd  her  current  in  disdain. 

The  Boy  whom  once  patrician  pens  adorn'd. 
First  meanly  flatter'd,  {cc)  then  as  meanly  scorn'd. 
Drooping  he  [eld)  rais'd,  and  lent  his  little  aid. 
The  gleanings  of  a  hard  and  humble  trade. 
Innoxious  man :  yet  what  may  truth  avail ! 
Blameless  his  life,  and  simple  as  his  tale ; 


Si'klom  found.  lie  is  admired  and  sought  after  by  the  young 
'n'ho  are  entering  on  a  course  of  study  ;  and  revered,  and  often 
followed,  by  those  who  have  completed  it.  Above  all,  he  has 
gone  forth  in  the  strength  imparted  unto  him,  in  defence  of  the 
holy  law  made  and  given  by  God:  he  has  put  on  (he  panoply 
from  abov;',  and,  having  enlarged  his  mind  and  sanctified  his 
studies,  he  m  ty  expect  with  humble  confidence  the  coniuramatioa 
of  his  reward. 

KOMEX    IN    tXEMPLUM    SEllO    SFUVABIMUS    jEVO !    (1796) 

(cc)  Alluding  fo  the  letters  written  by  the  lion.  Horace 
Walpole  (now  Lord  Orford)  to  Thomas  Chatterton,  printed 
in  some  mrigazines  or  newspapers.  I  remember  to  have  seen 
then?,  but  I  cannot  point  out  at  present  'he  time  or  date  of 
them.  I  flunk  they  were  written  from  Strawberry  Hill,  but  I 
am  not  sure.     (1796.) 

(dd)   i.  e.  Mr.  Catrott. 
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Each  rude  enquirer's  sneering  taunt  he  feels. 
Contempt  or  insult  dogs  him  at  his  heels  ;         200 
No  kind  support  subscribing  fondness  pours. 
For  him  no  wealth  descends  in  fost'ring  show*rs; 
Yet  be  this  truth  to  future  times  reveal'd, 
"  The  wound  a  Varro  gave,  I  apis  heal'd/'  [a) 

Go  now,  for  moths,  and  rolls,  and  parchments 
search ; 
Ransack  the  chest,  the  closet,  or  the  church; 
J3rave  all  the  joint  associates  of  A.  S. 
The  jest  insipid,  and  the  idle  guess; 
Bind,  copy,  comment,  manuscript  and  print. 
Take  from  good-natur'd  friends  some  useful  hints 
From  Bewick's  (f/)  magic  wood  throw  borrow'd  rays 
O'er  many  a  page  in  gorgeous  Bulmer's  blaze  j 

(a)  See  Bishop  Attcrbury's  comment  onthc  Dilectus  Iapis 
of  Virt>il.— I  shall  add,  lATPIKnTATOS,  (pt\o^uj^o<;  -ami  a-^oWjjTo,-, 
^i\ofirT!ii)(pq,  yivixioi;,  vewv  ^JopSa;t>!?,  o'criOf,  dixcitoj,  £t;o-;S'-/ij,  Elw  AK-rOM 
1 H2  HAIAEIAS  anXxKw;.      (  1 796. ) 

By  lapis  in  this  place  is  meant  the  lafc  Dr.  Glynn  of  Cam< 
bridge,  stiled  o  a.yo«:rJ5Toj  laxpoj.  See  Dialogue  the  Fourth. 
(1807.) 

(</)  Mr.  Bewick,  the  great  re.stor«jr  of  the  lost  art  of 
engraving  upon  wood.  I  fieed  only  nvoution  his  figures  of  the 
qtuadrupcds,    and  his  plates  to  Buhner's  edition  of  Goldsmith's 

L  i  poems. 
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Alas,  for  tlice  !  nor  profit  hope,  nor  fame ; 
Contempt  your  lot,  and  solitary  shame. 

Go  rather,  and  indulge  Dramatic  rage: 
All  love  a  public  or  a  private  stage  ; 
Our  nobles  now,  as  plaj/ers,  will  be  seen, 
A  Duke's  chaste  daughter,  or  a  Margravine  ; 
Fled  arp  the  soft  reserve  and  nicer  sense. 
Those  primal  guards  of  love  and  innocence  j   220 
Unzon'd  the  nymphs,  like  Highland  Charlotte  clad. 

AUTHOR. 

Why  not  allhare}  less  shame's  in  being  mad.    {e) 


poems.  Mr.  Bulmcr  is  tlic  ingenious  printer  of  the  magnificent 
edition  of  Siiakspeare  by  Messrs.  John  and  Jo  iaii  Boydell,  and 
Mr.  George  Nicull :  A  work  which,  having  been  unirornily 
conducted  on  the  most  liberal  principles,  and  intended  fur  the 
honour  of  the  country,  should  be  patronised  by  tlie  British 
nation. 

(t)  Tie  dresa  of  the  present  period  has  warranted  the 
faricaturts  of  the  day,  particularly  one,  which  is  called  "  The 
*'drc:,sof  laditjs  a>,  it  will  be."  Nudau,  ma  contenia  !^'  (1796.) 

When  I  read  the  records  of  medical  science,  a  )d  perceive  the 
fatal  end  to  which  youth  and  beauty  are  conducted  by  the 
present  mudo  of  dress,  I  ajii  reminded  of  the  affecting  lines  of 
Milton  i 

«'  But 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Soft ;  and  o'er  female  failings  lightly  pass: 

Oh !  may  Aglaia  (/)  lead  them  to  their  glass. 

Connubial  glories  rising  o'er  their  head. 

As  life's  domestic  happier  stage  they  tread ; 

There  may  they  look,  well  pleas'd  themselves  to 

find 
The  guardians,  comforts,  teachers  of  mankind! 

AUTHOR. 

I  listen  with  delight :  that  strain  again ; 
I'll  bless  the  sex, 

*'  But  in  her  garland,  as  she  stood, 
Y"U  might  discern  a  cypress  bud  '." 
I   wri<e   in  A.   D.  179G;    Juvenal,    who    wrole  about    the 
year    Ninety   Six,    ^aid   on  a  similar  subject,   "  Nudus  agas ; 
minus  est  insania  turi  is/'    Sat.  2.  v.  71.     But  strange  to  say, 
he  M  as  speaking  of  the  dress  of  the  men. 

(J)  Aglaia  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  Graces  ;  she  dictated  to 
jMr,  Pope  the  following  lines  : 

Let  not  each  beaut))  v.\v.K\  -where  be  spied, 

Where  iialf  (he  skill  is  decentltj  to  hide.* 
The  ladies  should    remember  that  the   imagination   is  a  busy 
power. 

*  Moral  Epistles :  Ep.  4.  v.  53. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Now  pass  to  titled  men.  250 

^lark,  as  Thalia  calls  with  graceful  air. 
The  soft  patrician  of  St.  James's  square;  (g) 
Kei-  nupiial  (h)  voice  at  Blenheim  Marlb'rougU 

heard, 
'While  lyric  Carlisle  purrs  (/)  o'er  love  transferr'd. 

(g)  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  a  good  scholar,  one  of  the 
most  polite  and  very  best  bred  men  in  the  kingdom,  and  a 
great  patron  of  the  drama  and  its  concerns.     (1796.) 

(h)  A  Fiivatc  Theatre  often  proves  a  convenient  chapel  of 
ease  to  ll/jntcu. 

Families  of  rank,  dislincfion,  and  fortune,  will  at  last 
he  convinced,  what  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  conclusion  of 
l)0}s  and  girls  making  love  to  one  another  upon  any  stage, 
public  or  private,  particularly  in  a privafe  theatre.  If  it  termi- 
nates in  niarriuzc^  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  should  not  be 
surprised  or  angry.  If  the  end  of  it,  is  intrigue  ;  if  the  girls 
are  debauched,  and  the  boys  come  into  life  with  the  manners 
and  morals  of  Flayers,  the  parents  may  be  sorry  ;  but  itis  their 
own  work. 

(0  i^?/rr.".  — Dr.  Johnson  s^^ajs,  '•  to  pwrr  is  to  w?7/r«7?/r  as  a  cat 
*'  or  lcap;ird  in  pleasure.^''  i'  have  hiiard  that  Lord  Carlisle 
C  Quel  d'amor  travagliato  Sackipante,")  is  writing  au  opera 
entitled,  "  Angelica  e  Medouo.'*  Angelica  is  supposed  to  be 
rather  advanced  in  life,  and  I  tliink  her  grnnd-dciughtcr  is 
brought  on  the  stage.  ^Iuv-tcktj.   (1796.^— The  Opera,  as  it  is 

eonjccturtdj 
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Nay  Thiirlow  once,  ('tis  said)  could  sing  or  swear, 
Uike  Polypheme,  "  I  cannot  cannot  bear;"  (A) 
For  ah!  presumptuous  Acis  [kk)  wrests  the  prize. 


conjectured,  is  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Ladij  Jcr  vy .  in  memory  and  in  imitation  of  the  gallant  and 
accomplished  Medoro,  as  rocord.d  by  Ariosto: 

"  Delia  Comoditu  che  qui  ot'c  datOy 
lo  povero  Medor  &c. 

Ariosto  adds,  of  the  noble  Earl,  or  Count, 

**  Fra  serif  to  in  Arabico^   che  il  Conte 
Intendoa  cos\  ben  come  Latino.^* 

O.  F.  Cant.  23.  s.  lOS. 

If  my  romantic  memory  docs  not  deceive  me,  Sacripante 
was  jilted  by  Aug  li  a.  See  Ariosto.  But  subjects  of  the 
highest  importance  are  pressing  on  me  so  fa^t,  that  I  am  obliged 
to  dism.ss  Lo.d  Carlisle,  l.ady  Jersey,  &c.  «.Vc.  and  ^\\ih.c youths 
who  are  d^iag  for  places  or  for  love,  in  tlie  words  of  the  poet, 

Ne  sono  a  Ferrad,  n^  a,  Sacripante^ 
(O  sia  CARLiGLiJ^pcr  donar  piu  rlmn; 
Da  lor  mi  leva  il  Princine  d^lnglante,  &c; 

O.  F.  Cant.  12.  s.  96. 

(A)  *'  Torture,    fury,   rage,   do^pair, 

^'  I  cannot,    cannot,   beir.'' 

Air  (by  Polj^pheme)  in  the  Serenatauf  Acis  and  Galatea. 

(kk)  Presumptuous  Acis.  (i.  e.  Mr.  Pitt.)  I  allude  to  a 
circiimstanre  not  generally  knowi ;  but  which,  as  I  have  never 
fcen  any  public  notice  of  it,  thcst  lines  are  meant  to  record. 

About 
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And  ravishes  (/)  the  nymph  boforc  his  eyes  : 


About  fico  years  ago  the  Sercnata  *  of  Acis  and  Gai.atea 
(with  some  violation,  I  believe,  of  the  fable  and  not  a  little  of 
the  harmony  and  of  the  melody)  was  performed  in  Downing 
Street  to  a  private  company.  The  part  of  Jcis  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
Polj/phemc  by  Lord  Thurlow,  and  Galatea  by  Lord 
LouGiiBOROLH.  ]\Iezzi  Supratu,  Lord  Kknyon  and  Pepper 
Arden,  with  a  sort  of  Messa  Bassa  +  by  I-Idmund  Burke  ;  the 
other  vocal  parts  by  a  select  CoiiiniiUee  of  both  Houses  a  due 
cori.  I  was  not  present  at  the  entertainment  myself,  but  was 
informed,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  execution  of  the  dijficiilt 
pa^fai^cs,  did  not  suflieiently  attend  to  his  appogg/'afi/ras^ 
(which  indetd   he  seldom  docs;)    that    the  baritono    of    Lord 

'J'hurlow 

*  JMr.  Pitt  patronizes  musical  performances  on  the  principle 
of  the  gods  according  id  Plato  ;  but  with  Apollo,  Dionusus  xh 
not  forgotten.     *'  Oi  ©=o»  o*;:T£»f«vTE?  avSproiv  (some  M.S.  insert 

woAtriKttv)     i-TTiXviov     •:Ti^VKOi    '/svo,-,    Taj    MbO'iz;     K«t     AttoWuivo.     x«» 

*'  A»ovi(7ov  |i-v=opva(7Taj  eJoc-ixv."  Plat,  de  Lcgibus.  1,  2.  +  In 
Mr.  Pitt's  «n<«iV;ff^  ministry,  the  famous  terms  of  the  ExXi/o-*,- and 
the  Ey.^oXn  of  Bacchins  and  Aristidcs  are  familiar  and  much 
used  bv  this  great  modern  artist.  The  t«X//.o;  Avri(^()oyyo;  (see 
AthenaMis,  1.  14.  ]).  Glir).)  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Thurlow 
was  much  admirtdby  tlie  Cabinet  about  the  year  1794. 

■^  All  tlie  Catholics  knoAv  (and  we  have  enough  of  them  to 
tell  us,  as  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Buckingham  know 
to  <hoir  own  and  tluir  company's  cost)  that  the  Messa  Bassa 
is  a  mass  whispered  by  the  priest  during  a  musical  perform- 
ance.    (1706.) 

+    Plat.  Op.  Ed.  Scrrani,  torn  2.  p.  653. 
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Such  feats  his  honour  Uttle  Pepper  {m)  saw. 

In  all  the  pride  of  music  and  of  law.  240 

AUTHOR. 

If  truth  and  joke,  though  pleasingly  combine, 
What  credit  will  attend  the  motley  line  ? 
Where  is  your  trust  ? 


Thurlow  was  quite  Polyphemish,  and  fully  sustained  ;  but  that 
it  was  impossible  to  do  justice  to  Lord  Loughborough's 
diminuendo,  when— /ic  died  uzcay  in  the  arms  of  Acis.  (1706.) 

N.B.  Bishop  Ilurd  would  say  this  note  is  allegorical,  or 
Eleusinian :  the  late  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Lord  Sheffield  would  as 
stoutly  deny  it.  For  my  own  part  I  think  there  is  much 
eloquent  music  in  these  ynetaphors,  m  hich  record  the  poliliud 
conversion  of  I^OKH  Loughborough  to  Mr.  Pitt's  party.— 
Ah',  le  Grand  Opera!  11     (1796.) 

(/)  The  Nymph,  i.  e.  Galatea,  i.  o.  Lord  Loughborough. 
This  wcs  more  than  a  Sabine  feat  in  my  opinion.  ^\  ho's 
afraid  ?  not  Mr.  Pitt. 

(;«)  Little  Pepper,  i.  e.  Sir  Pvichard  Pepper  Arden,  Kt. 
Mastcf  of  the  Rolls.  His  legal  abilities  have  certainly  been 
under  rated,  but  I  have  done  ample  justice  to  his  musical 
powers.     (179G.) 
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OCT  AVI  US. 

To  this  discern iRg  land 
I  trust,  and  laugh  :  there  are  who  understand. 
If  from  state  farces,  when  the  House  is  up. 
Some  seek  the  green  room,and  with  Kemblesup,(m?n) 
(For  who  on  modest  merit  shuts  the  door?) 
Leeds  says,  so  gentle  Laelius  did  before; 
Laehus,  in  whom  each  graceful  act  could  please. 
In  wisdom  mild,  and   dignified  in  ease,  250 

With  Terence  oft  the  public  cares  w^ould  slmn. 

AUTHOR. 

Terence  and  Kemble  ? — the  dispute  is  done. 
I  ever  mark'd  (deem  not  the  thought  severe) 
"What  bounds  divide  the  actor  from  the  peer: 
Confound  them,  I'll  believe  a  saint,  a  rogue; 
Andrews  writes  farce,  a  Duke  the  epilogue ; 


1.55 

Bur*ke  may  the  right  of  property  inva/Ic; 
Steevens  contract  the  Commentator's  trade; 
To  Erskine  Kenyon  seem  a  classic  wit ; 
Or  Paine  apologize  for  holy-writ ;  2G0 

The  Dramatist  (?/)  himself  and  fame  belie. 
And  leave  the  stage  for  truth  and  honesty; 
St.  Helens  quit  his  diplomatic  pomp ; 
Siddons  be  comic  -,  Jordan  sink  the  Romp ; 
Ireland  prove  Shakspeare  -,  Bentley  be  Malonc ; 
Thelwall  dread  preaching,  or  high  treason.  Stone; 
Who  hates  not  Merry,  Jerningham  may  love ; 
And  Gilford  Delia  Crusca's  self  approve. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Merry  and  Crusca !  Gilford's  right:  beware; 
The  very  ground  is  his  and  Bavian  air.  270 


(ft)  See  a  Poem  entitled,  ^^  The  Political  Dramatist  of  (he 
**  House  of  Commons  in  1795  :  a  Satire,  2cl  Kd.  with  a  Post- 
*^  script  containing  Remarks  on  the  Declaration  of  the  Whig- 
*^  Club  ou  the  23d  of  January  179G."  This  Poem  is  recom- 
mended to  the  country  on  those  public  principles,  Mhich  I 
consider  ae  of  the  highest  importance  to  these  kingdoms. 
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AUTHOR. 

No  :  I'll  not  seek  the  tracks  his  arrows  fire 
With  light  that  marks,  but  marks  not  to  expire; 
The  climes  he  roams,  where'er  his  footsteps  sped, 
I  pass  with  caution,  or  but  lightly  tread. 
Or  pleas'd  with  flow'rs  his  fancy  best  can  strew, 
I  sit,  and  think  I  read  my  Pope  anew,  {o) 

Yet  grant  the  stage  is  jioble ;   I  believe 
Greek  is  plebeian,  with  Lord  {p)  Belgrave's  leave : 


(o)  The  author  of  the  Baviad  and  the  Maeviad.  Mr.  Gifford 
is  the  most  correct  poetical  writer  I  have  read,  since  the  days 
of  Pope,  Upon  the  whole  I  give  the  preference  to  the  Baviad, 
after  much  con^idcrotlon,  though  both  the  Poems  may  be 
studied  with  pleasure  and  advantage.     (1796.) 

(p)  Lord  Be\!Trave;  a  learned  and  arcomplished  young 
nobleman  of  the  present  linic.  At  hiS  first  en  ratice  into  the 
House  of  Commons  in  all  the  honest  enthusiasm  of  his  heart,  in 
academic  freshness  and  classic  vigour,  he  quoted  a  pas<-age 
from  Demosthenes  in  Greek.    This  subjected  him  to  the  idle 

and 


1.57 
Thoiig-li  now  some  high  imperial  critics  cliafe, 
To  think  not  iEschylus  himself  is  safe,  [q]         2S0 
Go  to  his  text :   revise,  digest,  compare. 
With  Porson's  shrewdness,  or  with  Valknaer's  care : 
Say,  is  the  learned  page  once  out  of  sight  ? 
Some  Scotch   Greek  swindling  printer  (;•)  steals 
your  right. 


and  impotent  ridicule  of  the  Dramatht  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^  uhoso  school  boy  memory  on  tliat  occasion  happentvd  to 
be  more  accurate.  ]jOrd  Belgrave  had  done  no  more  than  I  hare 
often  licard  from  Mr.  Fox  himself,  ivho  loves  and  undi^rifands 
Greek.  As  to  the  long  and  iilustrioiis  train  of  our  young 
nobility  and  gentry,  distinguished  for  their  loyal  conduct  and 
atlaclimeiit  to  their  country,  I  will  say  Avith  iome  spirit  and 
animation  ; 

Dii  patrii,    quorum  semper  sub  numinc  Troja  est, 
Non  tamen  onniino  Tcucros  dclere  paratis, 

Cum  tales  animos  Juvenum,   et  tarn  certa  tulistis 

Pectoral*  (170(i.) 

(f/)  "    They  swoarj  not  Addison  liiuiself  is  safe."     Pope. 

{r)  I  allude  to  a  transaction  Avhicli  seems  to  be  unwar- 
rantable. Mr.  Person,  the  Greek  Professor  at  Cambridge,  lenE 
his  maiuiscrlpt  corrections  and  conjectures  on  the  text  of 
,'Eschylus,  lo  a  friend  in  Scotland;  for  he  once  had,  and  I 
hope  still  has,  an  inteniion  of  publi.^hing  that  tragedian,  t'jongh 
it  m.iy  now  be  suspended.    His  corrected  text  fell  into  tlie  hand* 

of 
*  Virg.  yEn.  9.  t.  2*7. 

M 
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Biit  mark  !  tho  sra-birds  sound  the  note  of  doom. 
And  venom'd  insects  [s)  cluster  round  the  tomb  ; 
The  Grecian  billows  foam  along  the  strand. 
In  angry  murmurs  deaf 'ning  all  the  land; 
Ranging  for  vengeance  from  his  native  sbore^ 
Arch  I  LOCH  us  is  rous'd,  to  sleep  no  more.      290 

of  the  Scotch  printer  Fowlis,  andwiihout  the  Professor's  leave, 
or  even  knowledge,  he  published  a  magnificent  edition  of 
jEschylus  from  it,  without  notes.  I  belicTC  my  statement  is 
tolerably  correct.  I  am  sure  I  would  not  misrepresent  any  fact 
whatever,  nor  have  1  ever  done  so  intentionally ;  and  I  would 
retract  any  mistake  with  the  utmost  willingness.  I  hope  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  Person  will  not  be  discouraged,  but  continue 
his  labours  on  the  Greek  Lexicon  of  Photius,  as  the  learned 
world  arc  in  eager  expectation  of  a  work  so  long,  and  hitherto 
so  vainly  desired. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  the  lovers  of  literatuie  would  be  in- 
finitely more  obliged  to  him,  or  to  any  other  illustrious  critic, 
for  a  new  edition  of  the  Greek  Bibliothcca  of  Photiits^  Avhich 
abounds  with  the  most  curious  and  valuable  Exccrpta  of  Wri- 
ters,  whose  integral  works  are  lost  for  ever.  At  present  it  is 
troublesome  even  to  read  the  remains  of  the  laborious  eruditioa 
of  the  Patriarch  of  Byzantium.     (1706.) 

(*)  The  tomb  of  Archilochus  was  placed  on  the  sea  shore, 
(I  think  in  the  island  of  Paros,)  and  the  poets  feigned  that  ia 
the  cavities  of  the  stone,  worn  away  by  the  waves,  a  swarm  of 
wasps  was  concealed,  ready  to  avenge  the  least  insult  that  could 
be  offered  to  it. 

THE    END    OF    THE    SECOND    DIALOGUE. 
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THE  PREFACE 

TO  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE  («) 


OF    THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


AKPIBOAOrOTMAI  KAI   AIEHEPXOMAI.   {b) 

Licet  omnibus^    licet  ctiam    7nilii,  di^nifafem  Patrice  tueri; 
potestas  modo   veniencii  in  publicum  sit,   uicexdi  PEKicui.u.vt 

XON  KECUSO.      (c) 


I  PRESENT  the  Third  Part  of  this  Poem  to  the  public, 
at  the  same  time  that  I  offer  the  Second,  though  I  had 
intended  to  delay  it ;  but  some  subjects  are  of  an  im- 
portance serious  and  urgent,  not  to  be  deferred.     Wherever 

the 

(a)  First  printed  in  May  1796,' 
{h)  A  part  of  these  words  arc  from  Demosthenes,  (c)  Cicero. 
Pliilipp.  1, 

M  3 
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the  freedom  of  the  press  exists,  (and  with  us  may 
that  freedom  be  perpetual !)  I  must  assert  this  truth,  as  an 
axiom;  that, 

Literature,  well  or  ^11  conducted^  is  the  great 
ENGINE,  by  which  all  civilized  states  must  ultimately  be 
supported  or  overthrown. 

It  is  not  enough  to  sa}',  a  book  is  bulky  or  voluminous, 
and  therefore  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  mass  ci  the 
people,  because  that  opinion  is  not  true.  Such  a  book 
can  not  only  be  abridged  and  dispersed  abroad,  but  a  man 
like  Thomas  Paine,  with  a  rude,  wicked,  and  daring 
manner  of  thinking,  and  with  vulgar  but  impressive  lan- 
guage, may  blend  the  substance  of  the  opinions  with  his 
own,  and  in  a  short  popular  tract  make  them  familiar 
and  intelligible  to  every  apprehension.  Thus  are  men 
fooled  oni  of  their  understanding,  y(?o/ei/  out  oi  their  secu- 
rity, zwA  fooled  out  ol  their  happiness  :  and  v/hen  they  have 
lost  every  hXt^^'w^^beyond recovery,  they  look  round  at  each 
other  in  a  stupid  despair,  clashing  their  chains  and  unable 
to  shake  them  off,  and  ask,  "  How  has  all  this  been  brought 
*•  about?" 

I  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  discussion,  or  to  the 
toleration  of  opinions;  I  am  for  NO  literary  proscription. 
But  1  think  it  is  plainly  our  interest^  as  well  as  our  duty, 
[while  we  yet  viay)  to  strive  to  support  that  constitu- 
tion IN  church  and  state,  which  has  hitherto  been 
able  to  build  us  up,  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance,  or 
rather  the  pie-eminence,  among  all  those  who  have  been 
strengthened  by  policy,  or  sanctified  by  revelation.     What 

I  would 


163 

I  would  contend  for  also,  is  this;  that  amontr  all 
who  are  worthy  to  be  called  scholars  or  legislators, 
criticism,  observation,  and  watchtulncss  are  peculiarly 
necessary;  that  men  may  hear  of  their  common  danger, 
and  be  admonished  to  put  a  few  plain  questions  to 
themselves;  "What  are  we  going  to  resign  or  give  up, 
"  and  why?  What  are  we  going  to  adopt,  and  wherefore?" 
I  repeat  it,  now,  in  this  our  day,  while  the  bitterness  of 
political  death  is  passing  upon  almost  every  other  nation  in 
Europe. 

When  we  are  opening  the  avenues  to  Political  Reform, 
and  to  the  consequent  inevitable  dissolution  of  our  own 
government,  is  it  possible  that  we  can  for  a  moment 
forget  the  tremendous  Republic?  Over  every  state,  and 
island,  and  promontory  in  Europe  she  sits  tyrant  or 
arbitress. 

ArrxvyxiTO'A  'OIOX  E<I>EAPOS 
BTISO0EN  £|spi/o-=«E!    (c) 

From  every  other  state,  but  England,  the  sceptre  has  fallen 
by  the  arms,  or  the  principles,  or  the  treachery  of  France. 
What  she  can  effect  by  war  and  invasion,  that  she  most 
readily  and'  most  willingly  accomplishes;  but  she  has 
other  means,  not  less  terrible,  nor  less  certain.  The  sub- 
terranean wind  of  this  fierce  democracy  has  force  enough 
to  overthrow,  or  to  transport,    hills  and   rocks   tor?!  from 

Pelorus^ 

(c)  Callim.  Ilynin:  ad  Delum.  y.  l<25. 
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Pdiorus,  and  by  this  explosion  they  too  often  have 
perished.  In  th.e  agony  ot  these  reflections  language  will 
labour,  and  the  images  of  natnre  and  all  her  elements  in 
conflict  and  convulsion  will  present  themselves,  f^) 

When 

((I)  The  following  pages,  written  m  the  year  1798,  may 
not  improperly,  (nor,  i  trust,  without  cii'cct.)  be  inserted  here, 
on  this  great  national  suhjcet. 

'•  Such  AN  iTNioN  is  710JV  demanded  of  the  minds,  the  talents, 
and  forttmes,  of  the  souls  aiid  bodies,  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  as  nuvcr  before  entered  into  the  hearts  of 
J^nglishmcn  to  conceive.  We  muyf  be  preserved  from  the 
tyranny  and  power  of  France,  from  all  her  principles,  and 
from  all  lier  arms,  open  or  conceahd,  mental,  moral,  or 
political.  1  have  i)ri(le  and  satisfaction  iu  seeing,  inid  feel- 
ing that  we  are  all  so  convinced.  We  know  we  must  die,  or 
defend  ourselves  from  the  monstrous  Republic  I 

Instat  terrihills  vivis,  morientibus  ha^res,  \ 

Nulla  quies;   oritur  praida  cessante  libido, 
Divitibusque  dies,  et  nox  metuenda  maritis ; 
Emicdt  ad  nutum  stricto  niucrone  minister  ! 

Tf  we  consider  it  from  the  commencement,  it  has  threatened, 
devoted,  and  given  CTor  all  it's  victims  to  desolation, 
wretchedness,  plunder,  and  final  death.  Clood  is  the 
cement  of  the  ilej)ub!ic  of  Frane:^. 

Some  rlctims  have  bled  for  principle,  others  for  example, 
5ome  for  funenil  pomp,  and  some  for  a  civic  feast:  blood 
must  flow.  Each  Faction  has  delivered  over  it's  predecessors 
to  death.  The  Priests  of  Reason  hold  their  rites  in  the  field 
«f  T^Iars.  First  indeed,  they  soothe  awhile  their  savageuess 
with  song  and  f'jstivalj  but  these  are  the  preludes  of  san- 
guinary 
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When  indeed  I  consider  this  great,  powerful,  and-  yet 
opulent  kingdom,  with  all  its   bearin<^s    and  dependL^ncies, 

I    '<I10W 

guinary  cruelty;  the  stops  and  pauses  of  their  ^\ar.s\  nipho- 
iiics.  With  their  laurt'l  and  cypress  branches  bound  togethor 
and  dipped  in  blood,  they  advanro  to  the  al^ar,  and  perform 
their  abhorred  lustration.  The  ?»Ianes  of  all  (liatis  brave,  and 
ail  that  is  fcrorioiis,  are  invoked  in  their  democratic  incanta- 
tions to  Reason  and  her  Republic. 

Sajvis  opus  est,  et  forlilius  niuijiis; 
Ipsafacit  manes ;  iiominum  mojis  o.mms  in  lsu  est. 
On  the  blood  of  their  murdered  Monarch  they  hare  sworn 
h:itred  to  tyranny,  and  they  have  established  a  Directory  ;(*) 
on  the  blood  of  innocence  and  virginity  they  have  sworn  to 
restore  and  to  protect  the  female  dignity,  and  they  hart; 
annulled  the  bond  of  marriage  and  the  charities  of  consan- 
guinity: on  the  blood  of  their  Generals  streaming  on  the 
scaffold,  and  on  the  blood  of  armies  partially  devoted  bj 
other  Generals  in  the  day  of  battle,  they  have  sworn  to  give 
honour,  and  encouragement  to  the  Defenders  of  the  Republic. 
Such  are  their  decrees;  such  are  their  oaths  registered  ia 
biood. 

All  is  contradiction  with  them,  yet  all  is  in  action. 
Principles  of  the  moment,  principles  of  reilection,  principles 
of  de-olation,  principles  of  safety,  all  have  had  their  hour; 
all  have  risen  and  fallen.  Banishment  and  deportation  have 
now  superseded  the  axe  of  the  guillotine,  and  thi:  sabre  of 
ruffiaa massacre.  How  long?  — All  changes  with  them;  all, 
but  the  fixed  lust  of  pdunder,  and  aggrandisement^  and  the 
rooted  hatred  to  Christian  Religion.  To  every  government, 
and  to  every  es(ablishment  i:i  Kuropc  they  apply  but  one 
axiom,   "  whatevlr  is,    is  wkoxg  !'' 

A^  hoever 

•  Now  A  Co>'suLATL  ( 1800.)    Next  a  — ;  then  a —  ice.  kc. 
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I  know   not   whicli  to  reprobate  most,     the    folly   or    tlic 

wickednefs 

Whoever  strives  to  resist  such  an  adversary,  upon  prin- 
ciple and  rellection,  wi'li  eloq\ienre,  or  wisdom,  or  learning, 
ill  <he  robes  of  state,  or  inlhe  vestments  of  religion  or  of  law, 
with  arms  in  his  grasp,  or  with  well-directed  opulence,  by 
counsel,  by  precept,  or  by  example,  must  be  numbered 
among  the  fuiends  of  max. 

I  am  most  serious  in  my  words,  and  earnest  in  my  though*.*. 
I  have  been  instructed  by  tht-se  great  events,  to  consider  all 
actions  as  of  soir.c  weight,  and  that  nothing  is  now  to  be 
neglected,  as  wholly  unimportant.  If  the  efforts  of  the  uni- 
tied  genius,  learning,  poetry,  aud  elorjuence  of  a  country 
can  be  directed  with  streng'.h  and  discretion,  in  their  proper 
and  natural  courses,  we  may  yet  have  confidence.  Enter- 
prises oi  great  pith  atid  moment  Avill  succeed,  and  a  righteous 
Security  may  be  established. 

Consider  for  a  moment  what  is  the  hope  of  bad  men. 
The  Orator  of  Athens  has  declared,  that  their  hope  of 
safety  is  placed  ix  the  exckss  or  their  wickedness, 
AND  INIQUITY  ALONE*."  The  hauuts,  and  caves,  and 
tenements,  and  sculking  huts  of  sophistry,  anarchy,  rebel- 
lion, democracy,  and  Jacobinism,  will  at  length  be  fully 
revealed,  and  Jinally  levelled  and  ruined.  AVhcn  the  foun- 
tains of  hallowed  fire  are  once  opened,  and  floAving  with 
liquid  purity  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  the  objects  which 
darkness  Avould  conceal,  arc  not  only  discovered,  but 
destroyed. 

The  force  of  France  is  indeed  formidable;  but  her 
Principles,  wherever  they  take  root,  and  grow,  and  bear, 
are  alone  invincible.  If  we  think  otherwise,  I  fear,  we 
deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  icith  us.     France  invites 

every 

■*  En  Tn  7>;i  7rov>jfia;  vTr-pfcoXii  t-ziv  iXxioa,  ti?j  aiorriei^i  ^yj^'  Demos- 
thenes Orat.  1.  Contra  Aiistogitou.  pag.  483.  Ed.  Ccacnati 
Gr.  1570. 
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wickedness   of  its  internal  enemies,  and  of  the  desperatd 

French 


every  European  government  to  suicide.  Her  High  Priest  +  told 
her  long  ago,  that  no  Government  could  perish  but  by  it's 
own  hand,  and  by  it's  own  consent  to  die.  The  Government  of 
Great  Britain  has  given  no  such  consent.  Her  King,  her 
Nobles,  her  Commons,  her  Soldiers,  her  Sailors,  her 
Senators,  her  Statesmen,  her  Lawyers,  her  Artists,  her 
Merchants,  her  Citizens,  her  Peasants,  all  maintain  and 
declare  with  one  voice,  and  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
Great  Buitaix  has  given  no  consent  to  die."  She  has 
not  lifted  up  her  arms  against  herself:  she  is  willing  and  de- 
sirous to  live.  She  has  humbled  herself  before  God  the^ 
Judge  of  all,  through  the  Great  Mediator  of  humanit}'  :  she 
knows  hcf  strength,  and  has  felt  her  infirmity;  she  is  earnest 
for  her  preservation  from  her  foes  within  and  without,  and 
having  done  all,  and  still  committing  herself,  and  her  cause, 
TO  uiM  w  ho  juJgeth  righteously,   she  hopes  yet  to  stand. 

Whether  the  enil  of  all  things  may  be  at  hand;  and  what 
the  decrees  of  Eternal  Power,  Wisdom,  Justice,  and  Goodness 
may  intend  in  the  last  resort,  we  acknowledge  to  be  inscru- 
table. But  we  trust,  it  cinnot  be  deemed  an  unwarrantable 
presumption  to  suggest  or  to  affirm,  that,  if  the  attributes  of 
God  arc  true;  if  man  is  hb  creature,  and  governed  by  his 
laws;  the  opposers  of  this  overbearing,  desolating,  impious, 
and  UNIVERSAL  Tyranny  must  be  justified  before  Him! 
As  to  us,  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  if  wc  would  exist 
at  all,  we  must  be  preserved  As  we  are.  Our  Coiistitjiioii 
is  not  lost;  and  the  ramparts  we  havu  raised  around  it,  will 
maintain  it  entire.  Our  liberties  arc  supported  equnUy 
against  arbitrary  power,  and  against  the  engines  of  licentioui- 
ness   and  democrary.      L'pon  us   the  destiny  oT  Europe,   avid 

perhaps 
I  Voltaire. 


c 
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French  faction  in  the  heart  of  it's  metropolis.  When  I 
think  on  these  things,  and  at  the  same  time  reflc  ct,  that  the 
eyes  of  a  whole  nation  were  originally  opened  by  One 
Man,  and  the  systems  of  internal  destruction  and  of 
irreversible  misery,  which  awaited  us,  were  displayed  and 
onloLinded  by  iiis  powers  ;  I  pardon  and  forget  his 
eccentricities,  and  even  his  pariiaiity  for  the  Romish  faith 
and  its  professors,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  too 
frequently  and  too  fatally  attend  upon  the  uncontrolled 
Genius  of  Edmund  Burke.  Sometimes  indeed,  fit  is 
when  my  heart  burns  within  mc)  I  pour  out  my  ihor.ghts 
by  myself  in  contemplation  of  my  country,  which  I 
love  wiih  ardour  unabated,  and  of  its  GREAT  Citizen, 
whom  I  approach  with  reverence,  in  the  words  of  the 
poet : 

Ouni  cum  magna  modis  multis  miranda  videtur 
Gcntibus  humanis  Regio,   visendaque  fcrtur. 
Rebus  opima  bonis,    multa  munita  virum  vi, 
l^iLlamen  h<jc  habuisse  ViKO  pR/Eclarius  z«  se. 
Nee  sanctutn  magis  et  mirum  carumque  videtur,  (f) 

But 


perhaps  of  the  wliole  civilized  world,    uUiniatcly  depends:    it 
seems  pLiCfd  iu  our  liaiuls,    a  fearful  and  an  awful  charge. 

Omnia  Fafa  Itrhoranf, 
Si  (lukhjiKim  i»iii(irc  vclf's ;  lnoque  ,sub  ictu 
Stat  oknus  humanlm  I"* 

(e)  '•'  Aninio  vidit,  ingeuio  eo7/?;7.'.r//.?e.v^,  eloqucntia  iUiiim~ 
*^  naf//."'!  hcsc  are  the  words  of  I'atcrculus  concerning  Cict-ro. 
liow   natural  ta  transfer  them  to  Ehmukd  Burki;!   (1790.) 

The 

*  PirfdfvrT/  Epis/ic  to  the  Translation  of  the  Pusiciges  dtvd 
in  the  P.  of  L.  p.  (il. 
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But  still  on  such  a  subject,  oi  such  a  man,  and  at  such 
a  time,  I  would  speak  with  precision,  and  adin:re  with 
circunispection.  Let  us  call  to  mind  for  a  moment  the  tew 
years  just  pdst,  and  the  transactions,  the  traces  of  which  are 
ielt  and  visible.  I  would  pass  over  them  rapidly,  but  I 
could  wiih  the  view  to  be  impressive. 

We  have  been  delivered  from  a  state  of  much  internal 
terror  and  impending  anarchy,  and  from  the  confusion 
of  a  new  political  chaos,  where  all  was  brute  and  disorderly. 
Our  constitution,  our  liberties,  and  our  rights,  (I  fear  not 
to  name  the  word,  we  liave  and  enjoy  them  all,  rights 
public  and  private)  all  these  have  been  preserved  and  con- 
firmed. 

Every  rank  in  society,  the  peasant,  the  lawyer,  the 
mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the  private  gentle- 
man, have  all  felt,  and  acknowledged,  and  obeyed  the 
paramount  ca'l  of  their  country.  Peace  is  within  our  walls, 
and  it  is  their  work.  In  the  higher  orders  of  the  state,  and 
in  THE  Sovereign,  we  have  5cen  a  gracious  behaviour,  a 
common  interest,  an  equal  exertion,  and  a  regular,  defined, 
limited  nower.  Of  such  a  conduct  security  is  the  natural 
production  ;  it  blossoms  into  fruit.  But  with  this  though 
man  may  be  happy,  he  will  not  always,  nor  indeed  long,  be 
satisfied.  He  will  reach  at  perfection  absolute  and  unqua. 
lified,  forgetting,  that  theoretical  perjection  in  government 
and  practical  oppnssTon  are  closely  allied.  He  will  be 
more  than  man,  and  he  becomes  less. 

In 

*  ■ "  ...  —  < 

The  words  also  of  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  were 
irerified  by  the  zeal,  writings,  speechos,  and  exertions  of  tills 
great  and  illustrious  man. 

Apx-i    E'lL    AvSpij^o,-  ^rAi.'  :r;^jp/^=voj    'OAOKAHPON    ^*0f5i-5-a3-e;a 
A;-/>.oy.     Chrysost,     Ai^.  «, 
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In  the  years  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  eight  and 
eighty  nine,  the  visionary  prospect  from  the  shore  of 
France  opened  on  the  eyes  of  our  modern  Reformers. 
England  looked  upon  these  Reformers,  and  the  govern- 
ment neglected  them.  Societies,  in  the  very  face  of  an 
insulted  legislature,  boldly  multiplied,  and  magnified, 
and  consolidated  each  other.  All  grew  up  in  silence. 
There  was  no  public  apprehension  among  the  well-aflfected, 
no  distrust.  We  laughed  at  metaphysical  distinctions,  and 
idle  terms  of  scholastic  art,  and  revolutionary  dinners, 
and  republican  toasts.  It  was  an  hour  of  general  and  of 
unaccountable  indifference.  The  great  chain  of  posts,  and 
a  species  of  telegraphic  communication  had  been  established 
unperceived. 

The  English  Revolution  in  1688  was  held  up  to  seeming 
approbation  and  reverence,  but  in  reality  to  secret  or  rather 
to  open  contempt ;  and  the  Revolution  in  France  1788,  was 
the  Revolution  which  they  intended  to  realize  and  to  cele- 
brate. The  Reformers  strove  to  buy  golden  opinions  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  wear  them  in  their  newest  gloss. 
The  external  decoration  deceived  the  eye.  The  painted 
sepulchre  was  prepared  and  whited  without,  the  vault  and 
receptable  of  all  our  ancient  liberties,  and  rights,  and  secu- 
rities, and  properties,  and  common  comforts.  Still  we 
beheld  all  this,  but  went  our  way,  and  forgot  what  manner 
of  men  these  Reformers  were. 

At  this  very  hour,   when  the  public  mind  was  darkened 
that  it    could  not   discern,  when    in  every  quarter  of  the 
'  heaven  appeared  varpour,  and  mist,  and  cloud,   and  exha- 
lation ; 

La  piova  maladetta,  fredda,  e  grevc, 
(Regola  e  qualita  strana  era,  e  nuova) 

Grandiuc 
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Grancline  grossa,  e  acqua  tinia,  e  neve. 
Per  I'aer  tcncbroso  si  livcisa  !   [a) 

At  this  very  hour  the  morning  h^irizon  began  suddenly  to 
redden.  It  was  the  dawn.  Then  indeed,  '*  First  in  his 
east  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen,  Regent  ofDiy!"  This 
luminary  was  Edmund  Burke.  Light  broke  upon 
them  all.  The  fca:ures  of  misrule  and  malignity,  of 
tyra  ny  and  oi  oppression,  tiie  lablcd  spectres  and  hostile 
powers  figured  by  poeis  and  orators,  were  realized  in  the 
spirits  of  turbulence,  dissatisraction,  sedition,  rebellion, 
and  deinocrac}-;  but  they  were  seen  to  be  dispersed.  The 
rays  of  tiie  orb  were  direct,  collected,  anJ  concentrated: 
they  had  power  to  illuminate  and  to  consume.  But  the 
course  of  this  orb,  though  marked,  was  short:  it  is  set, 
never  to  return.  [!>) 

Oi/   yx':V   Zs  ^x'ovrot  a/tr,(3E5:"}    not   dxvoyro:.     (cj 

I  must  proceed. — I  confess,  that  I  am  not  such  a 
desperate  lover  of  what  is  brou'^ht  to  me  for  abstract 
political  truth,  as  never  to  make  an  enquiry  into  the 
characters  of  the  proposers  of  it,  their  personal  views,  and 
the  men  and  measures  with  which  they  are  connected.  I 
feel  myself  a  member  of  regulated  society,  and  I  would 
maintain  an  established  order.  I  acknowledge  mvself  a 
subject  of  a  mild  and  equitable  government,  (though  under 
a  most  severe  temporary  pressure)  and  1  would  preserve 
that  government    which    gives    us    all    protection-     And 

when 

(a)  Dante  Tnf.  C.  6.  From  what  other  Poet,  ancieut  or 
modern,  couid  I  draw  fgrth  seicb  expressions  ? 

(/>)    (Atignst  1797.)  (0  Horn.  11,  23.  y.  69, 
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^vhcn  I  adopt  the  gicat  rule,  that  "  wc  should  love  our 
'•  neighbour  as  ourselves,"  I  have  not  yet  made  such 
advances  in  the  theory  ot  political  justice,  and  in  the  new 
Avisdom,  as  coolly  to  assert,  that  *'  this  maxim,  though 
"  possessing  considerable  merit  as  a  popular  principle,  is 
"  not  strictly  modelled  with  philosophical /^/"^fZj/(7«."  (a) 

I  have  not  yet  learned  to  treat  the  Revelation  ot  God,  nor 
the  institutions  of  my  countrv,  with  contumely.  I  have  no 
romantic  ideas  of  virtues  without  motives,  and  of  actions 
without  regulations.  I  believe  it  to  he  a  matter  of  general 
Safety,  that  crimes  should  be  discerned^  as  well  as  repressed, 
by  legal  sanctions;  and  that  the  nature  of  justice,  and  of 
injustice,  should  be  declared,  taught  and  enforced,  by  law, 
by  religion,  and  by  education.  Experience  has  instructed 
me,  and  reason  and  reflection  have  confirmed  me  in  the 
belief,  that  Conscience  m.ay  be  erroneous ;  that  it  is  a 
monitor  •vvliich  needs  advice,  and  a  guide  which  often 
calls  for  superior  direction.  I  look  upon  justice  as  the 
foundation  [b)  and  the  support,  but  not  as  the  whole   of 

human 


(«)  See  an  Enquiry  into  Political  Justice,  by  \\'illiaiu  God- 
win.    2d  edit.  8vo.  vol.  1.  p.  127. 

{b)  A»x.K  ^aiiv  «cr?:«x-i  BA0PON.  (Pindar.)  But  who  calls 
a.  fonndafiun.)  a  building? — j'lie  whole  pasj^ago  of  the  poet 
has  such  strength  and  grace,  wheu  applied  to  (jrcat  Britain, 
that  J    ■will  present  it  to  our  (rreciaii  pafjiots.     "  Oi^oy  ajuspov 

icTTOi.,  ^:vc»(7i  d!  O.-paTTovTs;,  Y;-j."jojj.xk  Toyj  oXeiscv  KoptvGw,  VfoQvfOf 
IToTtid'sivv -5  ayXcioy^h/^ov.  Ev  T^  yap  JLvvoimv^  va.4'!,  Jt^taiyv-TiTSit  te, 
AjJto.  X'jXi'jjv  a-xifOiX'j  texSpoVj  Hat  r ^Mr/rfJX'ji;  T-ifyy;a^  tajjua-t  ctvofCij-t 
«-?LVTy,    X(^^-^^    TTXj^Ej    EL'c&'Xy    ©sw»To-j     aXitiiv    ifepty,     xopov     fjja.Tr-((x, 

Find.  Olyni-.  0.  13. 
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human  duty;  and  I  cannot,  in  insulting  language,  resolve 
the  sum  and  substance  of  all  government  and  civil  society 
into  "  Laws  proclaimed  by  Heralds,  and  expounded  by 
♦'  Curates."  (t) 

Yet  do  I  not  speak  prdfessionally :  I  have  no  personal 
interference  in  the  church,  the  law,  or  the  state.  But  I 
speak  again  and  again,  with  earnestness  and  with  sincerity, 
from  the  mingled  affections  of  regard,  fear,  and  ho^tfor 
in,  (and  I  trust,  we  are  the  great  majority)  who  yet 
remain  firm,  constant,  and  unshaken  by  such  writers  as 
these.  I  speak  to  all  who  have  the  courage,  and  learning, 
and  ability  to  repress  them,  not  by  force,  (God  forbid!) 
but  by  reasoning,  and  by  appeals  to  the  understanding, 
and  the  social  relations  of  their  fellow  creatures.  1  speak" 
to  all  who  can  rescue  them  from  the  cold  unfeeling  tyranny 
of  modern  metaphysics,  as  exhibited  in  the  new  systems  of 
government  and  manners,  (religion  they  have  none)  ;  and 
from  nonsense  which  must  at  last  be  found  impracticable, 
when  every  estate  and  condition  of  man  has  been  overthrown 
for  their  pleasure  and  experiment;  that  these  new  arbiters, 
or  creators,  of  human  destiny  may  introduce  a  government 
without  principles,  laws  without  mercy,  and  morality 
without  a  motive. 

The  main  point  of  rest  to  every  empire  is  the  principle 
on  which  voluntary  and  habitual  obedience  is  paid  to 
established  authority.  Half  a  century  is  insufficient  for 
any    new  potuer  or  constitution  to   find  it's  level.     It    is 

indeed 


(c)  Sec  Godwin  on  Justice  as  above,  vol,  2.  p.  99. 
Hcec  ego  nan  credam  Vemisina  digna  lucerna  ? 
llax  Ego  non  agitem  ? 

N  JuY.Sat.  1.  T.  51, 
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indeed  matter  of  great  patience,  as  well  a?  of  tlie  deepest 
concern,  to  reasonable  men,  to  observe  what  is  still 
carrying  on  in  this  country  in  defiance  of  ev^ery  evil  which 
has  been  felt,  and  will  long  continue  to  be  felt,  from  the 
introduction  of  new  principles  among  other  nations.  For 
the  sentence  of  final  destruction  seems  to  be  now  executing 
on  the  various  governments  of  Europe. 

"  Yes,  I  must  weep  for  you,  ye  rival  vales, 
Arno  and  Andaliisia!   but  for  thee 
More  largely,  and  with  filial  tears  must  weep, 
O  Albion,  O  my  country!  Must  thou  join. 
In  vain  dissevered fro7n  the  rest?" 

I  trust  not  in   \zin.  ^d)  ^i\\\  the  last  dispensation  of  mercy 

is 

(d)  Historical  facts  of  ancient  times  are  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  illiis* ration  of  the  present  great  CTt-nts ;  but  some  passages 
arc  not  unworthy  of  atteniion.  In  the  256th  year  of  Home, 
tvhcn  the  Latins  declared  for  Tarquin,  the  Conscript  Fathe?'^ 
were  not  terrified,  though  all  their  Allies,  theR,utuli,  the  Volsci, 
and  other  powers  deserted  them.  The  Senate  was  still  bold, 
though  Rome  had  rebellious  siibjects  in  the  heart  of  the  metro- 
polis, and  the  State  and  the  Constitution  were  preserved. 

There  were  men  indeed  who,  like  the  Tookcs  and  Thelwalls' 
of  our  (lays,  taught  the  people,  "  /u,»)  (p«Xox'"p»>'  "  '5'=>^'*  /A^Jsvof 
"  ccvron;  ayava  ;li  Ta5»?fco-«,"  and  enforced  all  the  popular  ar- 
guments of  revolt  and  sedition.  I  refer  to  the  fifth  Book  of  the 
Roman  Antiquities  of  Dionysius  Ilalicarnassensis,  Sect.  63, 
which  is  curious  and  instructive.  But  one  sentence  of  this 
neglected  Historian  is  so  singularly  applicable  to  our  own  im- 
mediate circumstances  (August  1797)  that  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  insert  it.  It  is  from  the  62d  Section  of  the  5th  Book. 
''    Oucsv    a     Tu.'jj.y.i'-A     7a7r;*-.i.G'£';rc,-,      (o     :rJtGt«    f*>toj    r,v    th^     jMyajTi 
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is  ofired  TO  this  island  :  and  it  is  only  to  be  deserved 
and  continued  to  us  by  firmnefs,  temperance,  and  piety, 
and  by  perseverance  in  the  constitution,  sacred  and  civil, 
which  nozv  is ;  without  daring  to  attempt  any  present 
innovation  in  theory  or  in  practice. 

It  is  indeed  by  looking  calml}',  not  as  slaves  or  bigots, 
but  as  wise  men,  upon  those  imperfections,  which  human 
institutions  never  can  prevent,  nor  wholly  remove,  that  we 
razy  yet  hope,  under  providence,  to  preserve  tor  ourselves  and 
tor  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  cultivated  society,  in  this 
awful  afld  general  convulsion  of  Europe.  Tliey  are  best 
secured  to  us  by  our  present  form  of  government  and  laws, 
which  are  just  in  their  principle,  temperate  in  their  effects, 
impartial  in  their  application,  and  merciful  in  their  execution, 
and  have  the  sanction  of  time,  of  wisdom,  and  of  experience. 

In  whatever  shape  French  Philosophy  may  approach, 
however  recommended,  or  dignified,  or  disguised,  by  scho- 
lars, or  by  ignorant  and  seditious  men,  in  Greek,  in  Latin, 
in  French,  or  in  English,  I  would  resist  and  repell  it. 
Whenever  the  machine  appears  before  the  walls,  I  shall 
never  regard  it  as  the  gift  of  Minerva,  but  call  aloud  to  try 
the  temper  and  the  substance  of  it,  ferro  Argolicas fadare 
latebras,  to  distrust  the  present,  and  to  reject  the  offer. 
Let  the  enemy  be  dragged  forth  to  light  and  shewn  as  he  is, 

and 


"  woA5|Ltov  a.a*|;o-ju!vous,  xaj  HAIAS  AnErNfiKOTAS  STMMAXIKAS 
"  EATTIAAi;,)  aXAa  ran,-  oiKHxii  ^ivxfjmrt  ms--Ji/o-avTE?  jotonajj,  -^oW-j 
'*  irfoSvixxtrtfOi  Trpoi  tov  Aywva  eyivovTO,  iJj  uice.  rr,v  ayayxJiv  avdp??  ayaSo* 
**  7raf»  THi  -Mvovvni  EO"ou..-vo«,  kxi  locv  KCtrx  vav  itfx^ucn,  Ta»j  Jdjajj 
"  c:fc7«i^    xaTcf9u.'0"a>Tfi  tov  7ro7^^vi,    mvjk    xavucrocu'.oi   rr;  oo^r.^." 

Dion.  Ilalicarn,  Roia.  Hist.  L.  5,  S.  60. 
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and  I  will  yet  trust  that  the  kingdom  and  the  citadel  may 
stand. 

The  THIRD  PART  of  this  poem  opens  with  a  playful 
subject,  and  it  is  treated  as  such.  But  as  the  poem  advances, 
I  must  (to  use  a  propliet's  expression)  ••  shew  my  dark 
**  speech  upon  the  harp;"  and  must,  now  and  then  per- 
chance, strike  the  strings  somewhat  loudly,  and  descend 
into  a  more  severe  and  a  n^ore  solemn  harmony.  But 
what  I  esteem  to  be  necessary,  that  I  will  declare  ;  and  what 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  represent,  that  I  will  have  the 
boldness  to  publish.  Through  the  whole  course  of  my  life, 
in  every  trying  circumstance,  and  in  every  wayward  event, 
public  and  private,  I  have  held  fast  the  concise  and  strong 
admonition  of  the  poet, 

Tu  NE  CEDE  MALis  ;  scd  cotitra  audcntioT  ito, 
Quam  tua  te  Fortuna  sinet. 

My  learning  and  researches,  such  as  they  are,  I   submit 

to  scholars;  my  opinions,  my  labour,  and  my  services,  in 

the    integrity   of   affection,    I  offer  to  my  country  ;  my 

errors    and  defects   I  leave    to   public  reprehension,    in    ^ 
respectful    silence. 

Whether  men  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  not 
hear,  is  not  strictly  my  personal  concern ;  but  ray  inten- 
tion no  man  takcthjrom  me. 
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THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE 

A  SATIRICAL  POEM. 
DIALOGUE  THE  THIRD,   (a) 


OCTAVIUS. 

\Vh  AT  then,  shall  none  remain,  to  whom  belongs 
The  care  of  Attic  bards,  and  Dorian  songs?  (c) 
Shall  England  boast  no  more,  in  order'd  clans. 
Her  owls  from  Athens,  and  her  Delian  swans  ? 

(a)  First  printed  in  May,   1796. 

(ft)  Athenaei  Deipnosophist:  L.  14.  p.  617.  Ed.  Casaub. 

(c)  The  subject  of  Greek  Literature  is  resumed.     See  the 
conclusion  of  the  Secoud  Dialogue. 

N  3       . 
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Is  no  memorial  left  of  ancient  fame, 

No  dirge  funereal,  nor  o?ie  Grecian  game  F 

AUTHOR. 

There  is  :  lo,  learned  ClCtltSt  i»  sable  stole. 
Graceful  in  years,  pant  eager  for  the  goal !  [a) 
Old  Norb'ry  [b]  starts,  and  with  the  seventh-form  (c) 

boys 
In  weeds  of  Greek  the  church-yard's  peace  annoys,10 
With  classic  Weston,  (cc)  Charley  Coote,  and  Tew, 
In  dismal  dance  about  the  mournful  yew.  [d) 


(fl)  I  allude  to  the  rage  for  translating  Gray's  Elegy  into 
Greek  verse,  by  so  many  combatants  for  the  prize,  of  whom 
more  in  the  f^-llowing  notes. 

(&)  The  ReTtrend  Doctor  Norbury,  late  one  of  the  assistants 
and  now  one  of  the  fellows  (or  old  Oot/s)  at  Eton,  published  the 
first  Greek  translation  of  the  Elegy. 

(c)  In  Eton  School  there  are  but  six  forms  for  the  boys.— 
These  Reverend  Divines,  it  seems,  have  only  taken  cne  step 
since  they  left  school. 

(cc)  The  Rev.  Stephen  Weston,  a  man  of  much  inge- 
nuity, of  great  classical  knowledge,  and  skill  in  various 
languages. 
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But  first  in  notes  Sicilian  {e)  plac'd  on  high, 
Bates  sounds  the  soft  preluding  symphony ; 


(d)  Monsieur  Peltier  (Editor  of  the  Tableau  de  Paris,  &c.) 
favoured  me  with  the  following  record  and  extract,  which  I 
give  in  his  own  French  terms,  as  they  are  very  significant  and 
forcible.  ' 

"  Place  de  la  Traduction. 

"Jean    Norbury,    Docteur  en   Theologic,    Chanoinc  et 
*'  Associe  a  Eton,     ^gc  soixante  et  huit  ans. 

"  Etienne  Weston,  Bachelier  en  Theologle,  Abbe, 
"  Voyageur,  Versificateur,  ci  devant  Rectcur.  jigc  cinquante 
"  ans. 

"  Charles  Coote,  *  Docteur  en  Theologie,  Doien  Irlan- 
"  dois.     ^^"-t'  cinquante  et  deux  ans,  selon  Ic  registre. 

"  Edouard  Tew,  Bachelier  eu  Theologie,  Chanoine  et 
"  Associe  a,  Eton.     ^«c' cinquante  et  sept  ans. 

*'  Guillotines  « /rt  GrfC(/«e,  '25  Floreal  Quifttidi,  1796. 

"  Extrait  du  Reghfre  de  la  Guillotine  Litcraire." 

N.  D.  "  Us  sont  monies  sur  r  echaffaut  avec  assez  de  courage ',d 

"  dix-hcurcs  el  u)i  quart  du  matin  leurs  teles  sont  tomhes." 

Extrait  du  Rapport  fait  au  conseil  des  anciens,  par 
I'Executeurde  la  haute  justice  literaire. 

*  P.  S.  J'ai  rc^ue  une  lettre  ties  obligoante  de  la  part  dc 
Monsieur  Peltier,  dont  j'ai  la  plus  haute  cunsideration,  qui 
in'a  inforine,  qu'il  y  a  une  petite  nioprise  dans  le  Registre  aa 
sujct  de  Monsieur  lo  Doctelr  Coote,  Traduc(eur  eelebre. 
Qu'il  n'etoit  pas  Doien  Irlandois,  (&  par  consequent  grand  rheo- 
logien,)  mais  Docteur  en  Droit  Civil  en  Angleterre,  Ires  inslruit 
dans  lagrammuirc  C'/vcg^^e.  Monsieur  Peltier  avec  le  zele  le  plus 

N  4  edifiaut 


180 

And  in  sad  cadence,  as  the  bands  condense. 
The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  oi parting  Sense. 


(e)  Notes  Sicilian. — Jo.vn  Bates,  Esq.  as  an  old  Etonian, 
and  once  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  was 
so  obliging  as  to  offer  himself  as  Musical  Conductor  on  the 
occasion.  Some  persous  may  think,  that  the  "  notes  Sicilian''* 
allude  to  the  Ap;^£TE  IwsXjJcaj  ru  ttikSw,-,  ap;:^£Te  Mwo-ac*  but  they 
are  no  musicians,  if  they  think  so.  Mr.  Bates's  judgment  natu- 
rally led  him  to  adopt  the  Siciliana  for  this  famous  solemnity,  as 
it  is  a  movement  slower  and  more  marked  than  the  Giga.  While 
the  Siciliana  was  playing,  the  combatants  before  they  entered 
the  lists,  approached  the  Critic's  throne  moving  in  a  sort  of 
measured  step. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Naues,  (editor  of  the  British  Critic,  and  in  my 
estimation,  and  1  believe  in  that  of  every  Member  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  a  gentleman  of  worth,  learning  and  ability,  and  to  whom 
not  the  slightest  disrespect  is  here  intended)  was  appointed  the 
judge  or  BpccSivi  on  the  occasion,  and  beheld  them  without 
emotion,  though  the  sight  was  luxuriant  in  the  extreme. 
O'er  their  warm  checks,  and  rising  bosoms  move 
The  bloom  of^o»«o- desire,  and  purple  light  of  love! 

Had 

cdifiantpour  laverite,  etavec  beaucoup  d'onctiou,  m'a  prie  de 
corriger  le  registre  et  la  poesie  la.  dcssus  ;  et  m'a  informe,  que 
Monsieur  Nares,  autcur  tres  aimabio  en  son  genre,  eteditcur 
de  I'ouvrage  pcriodique,  The  Ihilish  Critic^  la  voulut  aussi 
avec  beaucoup  d'empressement.  Malheureusement  c'est  im- 
possible; et  j'ai  repondu  tres  franchement :  "  Mon  cher  Pel- 
"  tier,  quand  une  fois  la  tete  doctoralc  est  tombee ;  eh!  que 
*'  faire?"  {Nov.  1797) 

*  Moschi  Epit.  in  Dion.  t.  1. 
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Nares  (/)  holds  the  prize,  and  stops  the  Doric  din, 
Elmsley(of)  without,  and  Rivington  within  ; 
The  volumes  are  arrang'd  in  order  meet. 
And  all  their  ears  erect  these  accents  greet :       20 


Had  the  combatants  been  political  personages,  I  would  hare 
described  the  whole  game, and  the  characters ;  and  their  speeches 
ill  the  poem.  But  1  learned  early  from  Cervantes  the  necessity 
of  limitation  and  propriety  in  fiction;  though  this  indeed  is  a 
mere  record  of  a  matter  of  fact. 

(/)  I  always  admired  the  solemn  irony,  with  which  the 
Reviewers  in  The  British  Critic  treated  this  Gra  cian  game  among 
the  old  boys.  It  appeared  to  mc  as  if  I  saw  their  exercises 
looked  over  a.t  Eton  by  Dr.  Davies,  who  said,  "  >iorbury,  you 
*'  have  done  ;5re//^zi;e//,"  — "  Tew,  you  hadafew  faults,  hnt« 
^'little  more  spirit  than  Norbury  ;" — "  Westoa,  you  have 
*'  translated  with  some  elegance,  but  you  have  no  authority  fot 
^^  your  genitive  absolute.''— -^^  Master  Coote,  I  think  you 
*'  have  one  false  quantity,  but  it  is  a  doubtful  syllable,  and  I 
shall  iiassit  this  time.'"  It  is  something  odd,  that  a  Westmin- 
ster man,  (I  mean  Mr.  Narus,)  should  be  the  Judge  of  thesa 
old  Eton  boys. 

(g)  Elmsley*  and  Rivington,  two  London  booksellers,  one 
famed  for  shrewdnessj    and  the  other    for  orthodoxy ;    very 

proper 

»  I  know  not  why  I  should  withhold  thcTcstimonia  Doctorum 
to  Mr.  Elnisley.  To  begin  ;  — "  Mr.  Elmslcy^  whose  ze;'."  -r 
*'hi$  Author  can  never  be  suilicicntly   commendea,"    >:    — 
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••  Hail,  my  fond  masters  of  the  Grecian  lyre ! 
**  Hear  a  Reviewer's  verse  yourselves  inspire  : 
"  These  books  are  yours,{oh,  heed  my  tuneful  voice) 
**  Take  'cm,  or  (/)  damn  'em,  as  best  suits  3-our 
choice ; 

proper  assessors  to  tue  Critic.  IMr.  Elmsley  was  stationed 
at  fkc  door  to  keep  the  peace  among  the  combatants,  who  were 
r^lhcr  noisy  and  troublesome  from  their  number.  AfterM'ards 
Mr.  Ehnsley  took  his  seat  with  the  Critic.  The  place  of  the 
meeting  was  tlie  celebrated  Musical  Room  in  Hanover  Square. 
Sec  a  subsequent  note. 

(?)  Bamri'em — *'  This  (word)  is  to  be  xmdcrstood  in  a  verij 
*''^  sober  ayid decent sense.^' See  Bishop  Warburton's  notcon  one 
of  the  concluding  lines  of  Pope's  Story  of  Sir  Balaam,  Moral 

Ep. 

Sec  Mr.  Bryant's  Letter  to  Mr  Richardson  at  the  end.  Hear 
likewise  Mr.  Gibbon  :  "  Je  trouvedans  leUbraire  Klmslej/,  un 
••' Conseiller  ^ag-e,  .ii«^#/"//2Y,  ei  discrct.^'  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr. 
Deyverdun.  Letters,  vol.  2.  4to.  p.  596.  Again  :  "  I  was 
"  jyroi/d  and  happij^  if  I  could  prevail  on  Elmslcj/,  to  enliven 
*^'  the  dullness  of  the  evening."    lb.  p.  653. 

Booksellers  of  reputation  have  been  always  mentioned  with 
respect;  the  Sosii  by  Horace,  audTrypho  by  Qulntilian  :  Mr. 
Tonson  is  recorded  by  a  man  of  talents,*  Mr.  Eecket  by 
Sterne,  Mr.  Elmsley  by  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  and 
finally  by  his  humble  servant,  the  Author  of  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature. 

*  George  Stcevcns,  Esq.  editor  of  ShakspcarCj  in  his  Preface 

to  the  Poet's  works. 
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*'  For  some  are  new,  some  foolisbj  and  some  old, 
"  Some  pert  in  calf,  and  some  in  sheets  are  bold. 

**  Twelve  British  Critics,  new  or  little  read  ; 
"  Horsley's  chaste  sermon,  [k]  and  his  copper  head; 

Ep.  3.T.  401.  Pope's  Works,  edit.  Warb.  8vo.  vol.  3.  p.  269. 
*'  The  devil  and  the  king  divide  the  prize;"  zdikh  line  the 
bishop  with  the  utmost  gravity  declares  to  be  "  a  satire  only  on 
*'  such  ministers  ©f  state,  which  history  informs  us  have  been 
*'  found,  who  aided  ^/je  (/er// in  his  temptations,  in  order  to,  &c. 
*'  «fcc."  See  the  remainder  of  the  note.  This  it  is  to  be  a  commen- 
tator on  a  mere  badinage ! !  I 

There  certainly  arc  books  which  may  make  a  Reviewer  or  a 
Di\ine  swear  a  little  ;  and  I  readily  excuse  Mr.  Nares  (as  I  do 
Mr.  Grubbin  the  farce)  for  being  a  little /ms/j/ in  his  expressions. 

Longinus  (who  gives  cxccll-tit  directions,  in  his  treatise  oa 
the  sublime,  for   swearing   to  the   best  advantage)    observes, 

*'  Eo-Ttv    s     TO     IvuKTBv      T»v«    'OMOSAI   i*.'ycc,    ro  ^s   7r«,     xai     Vu^p 

"  H«»  ((p'  uv  xajpwv,  x**  T»vof  EVfxa."  DeSubl.  S.  16.  The  substance 
of  which  may  be  this:  ^^  Szocar'ing  considered  in  itself, 
"  and  without  reference  to  the  matter  and  the  manner,  is  by 
*'  no  means  an  accomplishment,  or  asourceof  (he  sublime,  and 
"  should  never  be  introduced,  but  in  the  proper  place  and  occa. 
"  siou,  and  then  only  upon  the  most  urgcntmotivesand  for  the 
"  strongest  reasons."  From  all  which  it  'appears,  that  disci- 
pline and  instruction  in  this  art  are  necessary,  before  a  man 
can  swear  as  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  an  orator,  or  a  man  of 
fashion.  Therefore  no  man  should  ever  swear  at  random  in  con- 
versation. See  the  Rev.  Dr.  Longinus's  Sermon,  ae  above,  in 
totoi  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nares  certainly  paid  due  attention. 
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*'  Letters  from  Alciphron  (/)  to  cool  love's  flame, 
'*  And  prove  Greek  whores  and  English  just  the 
same ; 


(k)  Sec  his  Sermon  before  the  Magdalens,  (in  4to)  on  April 
2'2,  1795.  I  wi!;h  the  Bishop  had  put  an  appendix  (as  the 
fashion  is)to  explain  a  little  of  it,  tho-igh  in  some  places  it  isrer^ 
iiitcLligible. — For  instance,  in  the  fullowing  jiassage,  page  6. 
''  Numberless  and  ravishing  arcthe  beauties  which  the  mortal 
*'  EYE  beI\oIds,  in  the  various  works  of  creation  and  of  art : 
"  elegant  and  of  end'ess  variety  the  entertainments  which  arc 
"  j;;or/Jerf  for  the  ear:  icheiJier  it  delight  to  listen  to  the 
"  sober  narratives  of  history,  or  the  wild  fictions  of  romance ; 
"  "kether  it  hearken  to  the  grave  lessons  of  the  moralist)  to 
"  (he  abstruse  demonstrations  of  science,  the  round  periods  of 
*'  eloquence,  tlie  sprightly  ^flourishes  of  rhetoric,  the  smooth 
"  numbiTs  and  bold  flights  of  poetry,  or  catcli  (he  enchanting 
^''  sounds  of  harmony  ;  that  poetry,  which  sings  of  (somcthingj; 
"  that  harmony  m  hich  funs  (one  thing)  and  icafts  (another) 
"  \c.  (Src."  And  as  if  the  Bishop  had  not  bvcn  plain  enough^ 
he  begins  again;  "  Infinite  is  the  multitude  oi  pleasurable 
*'  forms  which"  do,  as  before  observed. 

The  reader  will  allow,  he  never  before  met  with  so  much 
recondite  truth,  diversifiod  with  such  beautiful  and  discrimi- 
iialiiig  epithets.  The  Bishop  might  as  well  have  said  :  "  What 
'"'■  a  iharining  place' Londox  is!  what  varieties  and  entertain- 
"  mcnts  arc  provided  for  the  eye  and  ear.  First,  there's  the 
"  llousi'  of  Lords,  then,  AV^estminster  Abbey,  then  the  Opera 
"  House  and  the  Pla}-housc.  There  is  Doctor  Gillies  who 
"  jirovidcs  sober  histori/,  and  Mrs.  Smith,  uild  romance  ;  there 
'*  is  Mr  Pitt  with  his  round  eloquence,  and  Mr. .  Erskinc 
"absolutely     fc  nting    in     sprightly   flourishes;    there    arc 

"  Scotchmen 
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"  The  Hymns,  that  Taylor,  (m)  England's  gentil© 

priest, 
*'  Sung  spousal  at  fairPsyche's marriage  feast;  32 


*'  Scotchmen  teaching  grave  morality  and  Greek  ;  Dr.  Huttoii 
''  with  abstruse  demonstrations  /zoci'  all  things  made  themselves; 
**  there  is  Mr.  Jerningham  with  his  smooth  numbers,  and 
"  Doctor  Tasker  with  his  bold  tli  jhts  ;  jNIadame  Banti  at  the 
*'  Opera,  and  (he  little  children  at  the  Foundling:  there  are, 
^<  &c.  &c.  &c." 

All  this  might  do  well  enough  at  a  polite  devotional  lounge, 
at  some  fashionable  warm  chapel  from  a  popular  preacher  ;  but 
I  am  really  ashamed  that  Bishop  Horsley  should  condescend 
to  write,  and  pronounce  ex  cathedra,  such  trivial  school-boy 
declamation  about  nothing  at  all,  and  then  publish  it.  Men 
in  high  station  and  of  high  talents,  (like  Bishop  Horsley)  should 
be  careful,  rery  careful,  how  they  lessen  t  em  elves  by  their 
own  words  and  works ;  and  if  Eishop  Horsley  goes  on  in  this 
Style,  and  as  he  has  done  in  several  of  his  later  productions, 
whatever  his  politics  may  be,  he  certainly  never  will  incur  the 
danger  of  Tha  Second  Philippic. 

(/)  Alciphron's  Epistles ;  in  which  are  described  the  do- 
mestic manners,  the  Courtezans  and  the  Parasites  of  Greece; 
translated  from  the  Greek. 

(m)  Thomas  Taylor,  translator  of  Plotinus,  parts  of  Plato, 
the  fable  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  from  Apuleius,  Hymns,  &c.  the 
would-be  re  torer  of  unintelligible  mysticism  and  superstitious 
pa^an  noascase/    All  that  lauiblichus  revealed  to  iEdo^ius 

Mr. 
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"  The  alphabet  in  Greek  by  R.  P.  Knight ;  (w) 

*«  Some  rules  for  men  to  think  and  study  right; 

"  An  Eton  Foolscap,  \\  ith  the  game  of  goose 

"  Printed  liy  Pote,  types  large,  and  cover  loose  ; 

"  An  Education  Sermon,  rather  long, 

"  By  Doctor  Parr,   all  in  the  vulgar  tongue ; 

"  Last,  Horsley'smastcr-piece,(;z«)and merry  plans, 

"  To  accent  right  (he  goods  of  courtezans.  40 


Mr.  Taylor,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Darwin,  might  solve 
the  following  problem  :  "  WiiETiitii  «  Platonic  idea,  hovering 
*'  to  the  right  on  the  orifice  of  chaos,  might  drive  an-fii/  the 
"  squadrons  of  dcmocralical  atoms  ?^'  Rabelais,  at  the  end  of 
book  5.  Questions  Philesophiqucs.  For  my  own  part  I  am  not 
disposed  to  go  any  further,  as  Lycophron,  Cassand.  v.  14. 
expresses  it,  Ao^uy  i^  vit^oo^i  ivuv. 

(n)  An  analytical  Essay  on  the  Greek  Alphabet^  by  R.  P. 
Knight  — P.  may  stand  for  Payne  or  Priapus  Knight,  in  allusion 
to  his  Essay  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus. 

(nn)  Sec  a  Treatise  on  the  Prosodies  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Languages,  dedicated  to  Lord  Thurlow  by  (Bishop  Horsley). 
1  allude  to  the  Bishop^ s pleasant  comment,  p.  47,  so  universally 
admired,  on  the  Attic  Law,  Eraipa  X?^"'^"'-  "  ^ofotn,  ^r,^oa-ioc,  ta-rut 
My  gallantry  forbids  me  to  use  any  accents  ai  all  upon  ihse 
iadies,  especially  since  the  Bishop  has  shewn  me,  how  dangerous 

it 
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'*  Xor  books  alone  attend  the  Conqueror  Bcirci\ 
"  Him  shall  await  a  more  siibhme  reward  : 
"  Not  the  coarse  joy  a  Grecian  once  could  feel, 
"  Apples  [o]  for  sauce,  or  parsley  for  his  veal. 


it  is  to  meddle  with  them.  In  this  short  passage  there  are  four 
personages  virtually  concerned  ;  Alexander  Aphrodisiensis,  Aris- 
totle, Venus,  and  Bishop  (a)  Horsley  II!!  I  assure  hisLordship, 
I  have]as  great  an  affection,  as  human  infirmity  will  allow,  for 
an  Oxyton,  a  Paroxyton,  or  ercn  a  Pro-par-oxyton  !  Ladies 
never  before  knew  the  political  importance  of  an  accent. 

While  I  am  upon  this  Episcopal  and  Cyprian  subject,  I  maj 
observe  that  Proclus  has  a  singular  remark  in  his  Chrestoraa- 
thia,  as  preserved  by  Photius  ;  Mnh  ret  Ku:r;»a  nPOnAPOHYTOXns 

(o)  Apples,  &c. — There  is  noz:^  an  affectation  in  modern 
1/oung  gentleinen,  as  soon  as  they  have  left  school  or  college, 
particularly  in  young  la^yye^s  and  boy-members  of  parliament, 
of  forgetting  their  Greek^  if  they  ever  knew  any.  I  shall 
therefore  without  ceremony  remind  them  of  the  ancient  rewards 

in 


(a)  I  shall  express  my  opinion  of  Bishop  Horsley,  as  a 
priter,  in  the  words  of  Erasmus;  "  Ex  libris  deprehendi 
"  hominem  esse  ardentis  ingen:i,  varis  lectionis,  et  multas 
*^  memoriae,  alicubi  tamen  maj  ore  c  ipia  quam  delectu,  ac 
*'  dictione  tumuUuosa  mngis  quam  composita.*'*  Erasm.  Ep. 
1218. 

{b)   Biblioth.  pag.  984.  ed.  1C53. 
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"  Or  beverage  drawn  from  spruce,  or  mountain 

pines, 
*'  With  oil  from  Pisa's  olive,  when  he  dines ; 
"  No  ode  to  praise  the  binding  of  his  books,    (/>) 
"  No  print  fromSheifield  of  historic  cooks, 
*'  Of  beauteous  Gibbon's  fair  proportion'd  shape,  [q) 
"  An  old  baboon,  or  foetus  of  an  ape;  50 


in  the  Grecian  games  J  which  consisted  of  some  apples  conse- 
crated to  Apollo  in  the  Pythian,  of  a  chaplet  o(  parsley  in  the 
Nemacan,  of  an  olive  garland  in  the  Olympic  games,  and  of  a 
wreath  of /9e/?e-leavesin  the  Isthmian  solemnity. 

(p)  I  am  sure  Pindar  very  seldom  had  so  good  a  subject  for 
his  deep  mouth.  Mr.  White  of  Fleet-strect,  and  Mr.  Edwards 
of  Pall-mall,  booksellers,  would  furnish  me  with  much  better 
materials  for  an  ode  than  Pindar's,  in  their  florid  descriptions 
(so  animating  to  purchasers)  of  gorgeous  binding,  little  Dr. 
Gosset's  milk-xchite  vdlum,  and  all  it's  insignia.     (1796.) 

{q)  See  in  the  title  page  to  the  posthumous  Works  of  Edward 
Gibbon,  Esq.  in  2  vol.  4to.  published  by  Lord  ShelTield,  an 
engraving  of  The  Histoiiian  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which 
his  lordship  declare,  to  be  "  as  coniplste  a  likeness  of  Mr. 
"•  Gibbon,  as  to  person,  face,  and  manner,  as  can  be  con- 
*'  ceived  III"  I  have  no  doubt  of  Lord  S.'s  friendship  for  Mr. 
Gibbon,  but  why  hang  np  his  friend  in  efiigy  to  the  ridicule  of 
the  present  age  and  of  all  posterity?  "  Figuram  animi  magis 

quanj 
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"  No  robe,  that  waves  in  many  a  Tuscan  fold ; 
*'  No  lawn,  that  wraps  a  bishop  from  the  cold  ; 
"  But  fine  broad  cloth,  in  choicest  fashion  wrought, 
"  By  modern  hands  to  full  perfection  brought ; 


^'  quam  corporis  complectantur."*  said  Tacitus;  and  coulJ 
Mr.  Gibbon  have  seen  this  print,  he  certainly  would  have 
wislicd  such  a  simulacrum  vultus  as  this,  to  be  imbccillum  ct 
mortale.)  or  in  plain  English,  to  sec  the  impressions  burned  and 
the  plate  braketj. 

I  just  remind  all  collectors  of  prints,  that  there  are  to  bch:id 
not  only  the  heads  of  Dr.  Gillies,  and  other  historic  cooks,  of 
Dr.  Denman  the  man.niidwife,  of  Mr.  William  Coxe,  traveller 
and  friend  to  half  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  uith  his  age  at 
the  bottom  of  the  print,  and  of  other  great  personages  ;  but 
there  arc  still  left  some  choice  proof  impressions  of  the  striking 
head  and  likeness  of  Mr.  John  Farley,  principal  cooic  at  the 
I^ondon  Tavern,  to  be  purchased  separate  from  his  great  culi- 
nary  work,  being  all  that  were  left  unsubscribed  for  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  by  the  East  India  and  Bank 
Directors,  and  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Klder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity- 
House.  But  I  cannot  ascertain  the  age  of  Mr  John  Farley, 
which  is  a  matter  of  the  last  importance,  and  for  which  I  am 
truly  sorry.  The  Homeric  jucundlty  from  Martial  should  have 
been  the  motto  to  our  modern  Mislyllus  ; 

"  Si  tibi  Mistijllus  cocus,  ^railiane,    vocatur  : 
*'  Diceturquare  nou  T''arat  all(i\  mihi?      Mart.  Ep.  1.  1. 

The 

*  Tacit.  Vit.  Agric.  Sect.  46. 

•f  M»3-ry?.Aov  T'aj3«  rx'^Xoc,   xt\      Hom.  II.  jHlss^ifn, 

O 
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"  'Tis  His, — "  to  wear  four  Sundays  in  the  Park  (</) 
*'  The    best   bhick   suit   of  Doctor's    Courtney's^ 
Clerk!"    (r) 


The  reader  of  taste  in  print-collecting  will  thank  me  for  reminding 
him  of  Mr.  John  Farley's  head,  whose  works  are  more  relished 
than  any  traveller's  or  historian's  that  I  know. 
((/)  Or  in  Kensington  Gardens,  if  he  pleases. 

(r)  I  informed  my  readers  in  a  former  note,  that  the  scene 
of  action  was  the  celebrated  Musical  Room  in  Hanover  Square^ 
I  must  now  add,  that  the  room  was  decorated  on  the  occasion 
with  appropriate  scenery,  laid  out  in  bclLs-  and  clumps  of  funereal 
trees,  to  represent  a  church-yard  with  the  belfry,  the  yew  tree, 
not  forgetting  the  ozcl,  with  distant  views  of  groups  of  labourers, 
and  cattle  returning  home  by  moonlight,  highly  picturesque.  This 
was  the  scene  of  the  famed  solemnity,  where  Mr.  Nares,  with 
his  assessors  Messrs.  Elmsley  and  Rivington  bcokselleis,  and  the 
combatants,    the  Doctors  N'orbury,   Coote,    <S.'C.  assembled. 

Dr.  Courtney,  then  Bishop  of  *  Bristol,  now  of  Exeter, 
and  Rector  of  St.  George's  Hanover  square,  was  very  kind 
on  the  occasion,  as  the  decision  was  made  in  his  parish  ;  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Parish  Clerk,  made  a  liberal  and 
vOiUntajy  offer   of    "   The     Sunday     Slit  f"    furnished  at 

the 

*  Doctor  Courtney  was  then  on  the  eve  of  a  translation  to 
Exeter,  (Jan.  12,  I797.)~"l  ^'*o  ^^'^^^  ^'^^  Bishop  health  to  wear 
his  oun  best  black  suilf  as  well  as  another  old  Eton  acquaintance. 
Bishop  Cornwall,  his  successor. 

f  They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  dignity  and  magnifitent 
deportment  of  Dr»  Courtney's  "present  Clerk  of  St.   George's 

Church, 
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Kares  rising  paus'd;  then  gave  (the  contest  done,) 
To  Weston,  Taylor's  Hymns,  and  Alciphron, 
And  Rochester's  (.$•)  address  to  lemans  [ss)  loose; 
To  Tew,  Parr's  sermon,  and  the  game  of  goose  ; 
To  Coote,  the  foolscap,  as  the  best  relief 
A  Dean  could  hope ;  last  to  the  hoary  Chief    62 
He  fiU'd  a  cup;   then  plac'd  on  Norb'ry's  back 
The  Sunday  suit  [t)  of  customary  black!    {tt) 


the  expence  of  the  parish,  and  which,  I  understand,  is 
worn  by  the  Clerk  during  divine  service  in  the  morning  only 
on  that  day,  and  is  verjj  becoming.  After  the  morning  service 
the  parish  clerk  appears  in  his  ordinary  dress,  as  a  common 
man.  Such  was  the  Ecclesiastical  suit  of  armour  made  by  the 
episcopal  taylor,  and  hung  up  as  the  Coxqcf.uoii's  prize  (not 
pleno  jure,  but  usufructuario,)   for  the  iEneas  of  the  Sunday. 

(i)  Not  Lord  Rochester,  but  my  good  Lord  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  Bishop  Horslcy's  Address  or  Sermon  to  the  Magdalens, 
mentioned  above;  not  foigetting  his  Lordship's  Greek  prosody 
for  Lord  Thurlow  and  the  ladies. 

{ss)  Leman  is  the  old  word  for  a  lover,  or  a  mistress. 


Church,  Hanover  Square,  when  in  his  full  canonical  Sunday 
dress,  will  best  know  how  to  estimate,  the  prize  offeied  to  these 
Grecian  combatants  by  INIr.  Narcs.  Too  happy!  if,  in  such  a 
garment,  the  Victor  might  be  mi^tukcn  for  this  great 
MAN,   (1796.) 

O  2 
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Thegabbling  ceas'd:  with  fix'd  and  serious  look 
Gray  glanc'd  from  high,and  own'd  his  rival,CooK.(iJ) 


(#)  All  ray  Eton  friends  well  know  Dr.  Norfcury's  celebrated 
black  wardrobe,  and  the  Suits  which  appear  in  the  order  of  the 
Pythagoric  rotation  from  the  chest  or  ark  : 

"  Supera  ut  convexa  ?'emfln^, 
Rursus  et  incipianten  corpora  velle  revcrtiV'' 

With  what  propriety  did  the  Reverend  Mr,  Narcs  make  an4 
pronounce  this  famous  decree  I     (1796) 

{it)  T  must  transcribe  t\\Q  concluding  sentence  of  the  Review 
of  these  celebrated  translations,  in  the  Ohitish  Critic  for 
March  1795.  p.  245.  I  give  the  Critic  the  fullest  credit  for 
the  conduct  of  this  solemn  irony,  and  confess  that  I  can  con- 
ceive nothing  superior  in  this  species  of  wit,  namely,  that  of 
looking  gravely  in  men's  faces  and  telling  them  how  foolishthey 
arc» 

The  British  Critic  thus  concludes:  "  We  wish  to 
'•  avoid  any  invidious  distinction,  any  undue  preference.  But 
"  were  we  absolutely  called  on  to  decide,  we  should  from  the 
^'  purest  and  most  unbiassed  motives  (see  II.  23.  v.  ,615.)  fill 
"  the  golden  cup  with  the  moit  exquisite  c»voj  E^atroj,  and  not 
"  considering  it  as  left  without  a  claimant,  by  the  fall  of  any 
"  Kumelus,  we  should  respectfullj/  place  it  in  the  hands  of  "Wie 
*'  Eto:»ian  NtsTOR. 

**  T^  rjv,    xat   eroi    TfaTo,  TEPON,   K^jj-rMov  tcTW.'* 

(r)  I  select  this  extraordinary  genius,  poet,  critic,  scholar, 
and  orator,  William  Cook,  M.  A.  late  Fellow  of  King's 
College,  and  Greek  Professor  in  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
*'  I  knaw  him  \rell,  Horatio,"  melioribus  olim  auspiciis.  I  select 

hiu 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Contract  your  smile,  and  quit  this  playful  (r) 
search ; 


him,  as  well  for  the  siagular  and  original  excellency  of  his 
performance,  (though  there  are  some  oversights  and  even  verbal 
faults  in  it)  as  for  the  manner'  in  which  he  published  it.  There 
was  a  spare  leaf  or  two  at  the  end  of  his  very  sensible  edition 
of  Aristotle's  Poetics,  and  there  he  printed  it ;  iiot  in  the 
pompous  manner,  and  with  dedications  to  Lord  Chancellors 
^nd  I  know  not  whom,  as  some  of  these  Old  Boys  have  done. 
I  must  own  that  in  many  passages,  Nature,  Gray,  and  Cook 
seem  to  contend  for  the  mastery  ;  but  above  all  in  that  great 
stanza; 

"  The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  pow'r, 

And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er  gave, 

Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour ; 

The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave." 

Gray. 

Hfuuiv  xX.1   oXaXs,  xat  w;:^;=to    (c)    fi/vov  ej  Aoav.  CoOK. 

Bion 

(«)  Some  persons  object  to  the  o  being  made  short  before  the 
|.  It  may  be  so,  I  defend  no  faults,  in  any  man's  work.  I 
leave  Dr.  Davics  and  Mr.  Stephen  Weston,  the  hero  of  the  gcni. 
tivc  absolute,  to  substitute  koivov  if  they  please. 

*'  The  rule  is  absolute^''''  Lord  K^nyon  cries; 
Brisk  from  his  genitive  let  Stephen  rise. 
0  3 
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These  am  the  lay  amusements  of  the  church, 

Bion  or  Moschusnovor  exceeded  these  lines  :  I  lliirik,  they  never 
equalled  <hem.  I  write  this  Note,  I  vill  confess  it,  with  all 
the  friendly  fondness  which  an  Etonian  could  express. 

Hoc    JUVENEM    EGREGIUM  PR^ESTANTI    MUNEUE    DONG.       (b) 

(x)  This  subject  from  Tcrsc  1.  to  v.  C3.  of  this  part  of  my 
poem,  is  perhaps  in  itself  a  very  trifling  one.  The  names  of 
.some  of  the  parties  are  obscure  and  of  little  note,  and  the 
concerns  of  Revteicers  should  in  general  be  confined  to  their 
own  liffle  hhie  hooks.  But  this  example  is  of  deepest  conse- 
quence;  that  MEN,  who  aspire  to  be  thought  scholars,  should 
be  warned,  even  to  all  posterity,  how  they  conduct  their 
learning,  and  expend  their  time;  and  that  they  should  be 
taught  from  this  ridiculous  instance  (M'hich  I  have  selected)  to 
ralue  themselves  on  such  attainments  alone,  as  are  truly  valua- 

Lle.  Ot£    yryo-ix    ANHP,    xscTripynsta  ra    t«    N)irta. 

It  cannot  surely  be  conceived,  that  theslightestanimadversion 
is  here  intended  to  be  made  on  the  exercises  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  whether  translations  or  originals,  in  our 
public  or  private  schools,  or  in  the  Universities  of  this  kingdom. 
The  author  of  the  P.  of  L.  is  of  opinion,  that  the  utility  or 
rather  the  absolute  necessity  of  them  is  so  great  and  so  indis- 
pensable, that  they  cannot  be  too  much  commended,  and  too 
much  encouraged.  I  will  also  say,  that  notwithstanding  the 
accurate  and  unrelenting  severity  of  Dr.  Charles  Eurncy's  most 
learned  and  acute  criticism  on  Mr.  Glasse's  Greek  Traxs- 
T-ATio\s  of  Milton's  Samp?on  Agonistcs  and  Mason's 
Caractacus,  I  still  continue  to  admire  the  poetical  and 
animated  spirit,  so  conspicuous  in  that  Very  ingenious 
Gentleman's  bold  and  laudable  attempt  at  an  early  period  of 

life, 
(6)  Vir.  JEn.  4.  v.  361, 
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Mere  cobweb  labours  of  their  learned  thought : 
Though  sometimes  teachers  must  themselves  be 

taught 
To  weigh  their  office,  raise  their  pow'rful  breath. 
Nor  leave  the  world  to  darkness  and  to  death.    72 


life.  There  were  some  mistakes;  how  could  it  be  otherwise? 
Piura  njtent.  The  composition  entitled  0=>!XaToj  J.o'Ptv.^  by  the 
late  Dr.  Cook,  Provost  of  King's  College,  published  when  he 
was  almost  a  boy,    has  peculiar  merit. 

I  will  add  here,  that  if  any  young  man  of  genius,  classical 
learning,  and  poetical  ardour,  would  present  the  world  with  a 
Greek  translation  of  Akknside's  *'  Hymn  to  the  Naiads,'"  and 
submit  it  to  the  correction  of  an  experienced  Greek  scholar 
before  publication,  he  might  establish  a  learned  and  honourable 
reputation  for  himself,  and  add  another  composition  worthy 
of  Homer  or  of  Callimachus. 

Sic  liceat  magnas  Graiorum  implerecatervas! 

Compositions  in  Gtreck  or  Latin  handed  about  in  private 
circles  of  friends  are  indeed  useless,  but  free  from  much 
reprehension,  though  at  best  rather  idle  in  men  of  a  certain, 
age.  But  when  mex,  dignified  by  their  years  and  their  sacred 
profession,  the  youngest  having  passed  his  fiftieth^  and  the 
eldest  entering  his  sixty  eighth  year,  appear  as  rival  candidates 
for  public  fame  from  the  translation  of  some  excellent  English 
verses  into  their  ot^n  Greek ;  what  can  we  say  ? 

*^  Tunc  cum  ad  caniiieni,  tunc,  tunc,   ignoscerc— Xolo.'' 

(1796.)  PcrsiMs. 

O  4 
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Short  he;  their  folly  :    let  example  tell 
Their  life,  their  morals  pure,  and  all  is  \veU. 

But  should  proud  churchmen  vie  in  sumptuous 
halls. 
In  wines  and  soups,  Carthusian  Bacchanals, 
Nor  think  th'  unwieldy  superflux  to  shake. 
Where  curates  starve,  and  helpless  orphans  quake ; 
Wav'ring  I  ask,  in  this  dark  scene  beneath, 
"^Vhy  lightnings  scathe  yon  desolated  heath ?   (y) 


(9f)  The  unboonded  luxury  and  extravagance  of  the  French 
and  Italian  Ecclesiastics  should  be  a  warning  to  the  priests  and 
ministers  of  all  Christian  altars,  however  dignified  or  distin- 
guished, of  -whatever  church  or  of  whatever  persuasion. 
Mankind  will  know,  and  value  them  bi/  their  fruits.  "  For 
"  NOAv  is  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees,  and  kvery 
"  TTvEE  zi-hich  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  zcill  (most 
'*  assuredly)  be  hewn  doTcn."" 

This  is  the  warning  voice  which  should  be  heard,  and  heard 
aloud,  in  assemblies  frequent  and  full,  in  all  churches  and  in  all 
ca!:hi;drals;  but  chief  in  those  twin. sisters  of  learning,  the 
Universities  of  England,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which  pan  be 
supported  on  those  principles  alone,  on  which  they  were 
founded,    and  b7/  zchich  they  have  flourished. 

ffhile  YovR place  mai/j/et  bcjound^  I  will  honour  and  will 
hail  you  both, 

"  Mothers 
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And  hark  the  voics  has  thunderVl :  and  the  word. 
Borne  on  the  blast,  a  trembhng  world  has  heard  82 
In  consummation  dread !    the  bonds  of  Rome 
Are  burst,  and  Babylon's  prophetic  doom. 
With  more  than  mortal  ruin  headlong  cast. 
Proclaims  the  measure  full :  she  groans  her  last ! 

From  climes  where  Piety  no  more  was  found. 
Where  Superstition  wither'd  all  around. 
The  rights  of  nature  barr'd,  by  hcav'n  resigned 
To  vile  affections,  in  corruption  blind,  90 

While,  in  the  terrors  of  the  world  beneath. 
Permitted  fiends  of  darkness  round  them  breathe; 
Britain  securely  fix'd,   invites  from  high 
With  charity's  sedate  unalter'd  eye : 


*'  Mothers  of  arts 
And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits, 
Or  hospitable  in  youu  sweet  recess, 
City  or  suburban,  studious  walks  and  shades  !*" 

J3ut  chief  with  pious  gratitude,  and  with  filial  roverenca^  Salve, 
idi-G^TA  Paueks  !     (1796.) 

*  Milt.  P.  Reg.  b.  4.  x.  eiO. 


The  sacred,  cxil'd,  melancholy  band. 

Passing  from  death  and  France,  revere  tlie  land. 

Where  streams  of  inexhausted  bounty  pour, 

And  Christ  still  reigns,  and  Ingots  are  no  more,  [z] 

AUTHOR. 

Blest  be  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  the  hand 
Stretch'd  o'er  afiliction's  wounds  with  healing  bland. 
In  holiest  sympathy  !   our  best  of  man 
Gave  us  to  tears,  ere  misery  began.  102 

Yet  panse  :  "  for  mere  {zz)  Good-nature  [a]  is 
"  a  fool," 
Now  slave  to  party,  and  now  faction's  tool; 
Attend,   nor  heedless  slight  a  poet's  name  : 
Poet  and  prophet  once  were  deem'd  the  same. 


(c)  I  alludo  to  the  grand  emigration  of  French  priests  and 
others  to  England,  at  the  late  Revolution  in  France.  (1796  ) 

(?;)  AV'e  must  remember,  that  the  rery  frame  and  spirit  of 
the  laws,  ordinances,  and  constitution  of  England  are  in  the 
moat  direct  opposition  to  the  Romcm  Catholic  religion^  and  all 
it'sdoclrincs,  jJiacHces,  opinions,  superstitions,  and  tyranny. 

I  ma 
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Say,  are  these  fertile  streams  thus  largely  spread, 
A  filial  tribute  o'er  a  mother  hcdf 
Say,  are   these   streams  (think,  while  avails  the 

thought) 
To     Rome     through     Gallic    channels     subtly 

brought  ?     [aa] 


I  am  astonished  that  we  can  forget  tlicir  hi?torj  and  effects. 
I  know  what  has  been  dyne  in  other  countries.  The  only 
hospitable  and  unsuspecting  asylum  for  thoir  priests  and 
professors  has  been,  and  is,  in  England.  On  their  expulsion 
from  the  continent,  and  their  reception  In  this  kingdom,  under 
powerful  protection  and  systematic  influence,  a  warning  voice 
may  be  heard,  not  without  effect.  This  is  the  sole  reason  of 
all  which  I  am  about  <o  offer  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  an 
anathema,  but  a  Avarning  in  the  spirit  of  mercy,  moderation, 
and  the  most  reflecting  policy. 

"We  may  depend  upon  it,  wherever  the  Roman   Catholic 
Religion  is  introduced,  or  permitted,  or  fostered,  or  pitied,  or 
encouraged,  the  words  of  the  poet  will  be  found  eminently  true: 
Spiritus  intus  allt^    totamque  infusa  pek  artus 
Mens  agitat  molem,  et  magno  se  corpore  miscet. 
(a)  ^'  Virtue  {for  mere  good  7iutiire  is  a  fool) 
''  Is  sen'e  and  spirit  with  humanity  : 
*'  Virtue  and  sense  I  mean  not  to  di.'-joln, 
*'  Virtue  and  sense  arc  one." 
Dr.  Armstrong,  Art  of  Health,  B.  4.  a  Poem  which  can  never 
be  sufficiently  praised,  read,  and  recommended. 

(c«)  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  present 
situation  of  England  and  of  EuropCj  in  regard  to  national 
policy.     I  propose  these  questions. 

1.    IIoTf 
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Rome  touches,  tastes,  and  takes;  and  nothing  loth : 
But  have  zve  virtues  ?  yes,  oi pagan  growth,  [a)  112 
Ask,  where  Rome's  church  is  founded?  on  a  steep, 
Where  heresy's  wild  winds  in  vain  may  sweep; 


1.  Ilozefar,  are  the  ministers  of  the  public  treasure  of  any 
protestant  kingdom  justified  in  issuing  large  sums  of  monc}'.  for 
the  express  purpose  of  maititaining  emigrant  Roman  Cutholic 
Priests,  as  a  body  ? 

2.  If  they  are  justified  in  issuing  aiii/  sums,  in  what  manner 
and  under  tchat  control  should  this  public  money  be  expended 
Und  distributed  ? 

3.  Whether  in  England  at  this  time,  there  arc  not  some 
peculiar  and  paramount  considerations,  which  call  for  zcisdom 
€(nd  prudence  to  regulate,  aad  restrain  the  first  natural  and 
honourable  impetuosity  of  mercy  atid  humanity,  to  the  end 
that  THE  coNSTiTUTiox  OF  England,  in  her  church  and 
STATE,  be  preserved  inviolate  from  open  attacks,  or  from 
insidious  attempts  ? 

These  questions  are  proposed  for  the  public  security,  with 
sobriety,  seriousness,  and  charity  to  all,  as  of  commoo 
importance. 

Dixorat  Anchises ;  natumque  unaque  Sibyllani 
Conventus  irahit  in  medios,  turbamque  sonantem  ; 
Ettumulum  capit,   unde  omncs  longo  ordinepossit 
Adcersos  Icgere,  et  vcnienlum  disccre  vultus ! 

(1796.) 

(«)  It  is  well  known  that  rigid  Catholics  hold,  that  the  virtues 
of  heretics,  or  protestants,  are  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
pagan  virtues.  I  think  the  bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  w«uld 
Hgrce  to  this  opinion.     (17U6.) 
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Alone  where  sinners  may  have  rest  secure. 
One  only'undeCiVd,  one  ojily  pure. 
Blame  you  her  cumbrous  pomp,   her  iron  rod. 
Or  trumpery  relics  of  her  saints  half-shod  ? 
Lo  Chnfcssors,  in  every  hamlet  found, 
With  sacred  sisters  walk  their  cloister'd  round:  120 
There,  read  the  list  (b) :   and  calm  the  fate  expect, 
"When  crafty,  meddling,  thankless  priests  direct. 


{b)  See  "  Tut  Laitt's  DmECTonv/or  1796,"  (printed  for 
J-  P.  Coghlan,  Duke  street,  Grosvenor  square)  to  ^vhich  is 
added,  *'  The  Colours  of  the  Church;"  T\ords  rather 
ominous.  It  is  a  pamphlet  at  the  low  price  of  sixpence,  which  I 
recommend  to  public  notice,   and  to  AvhichI  refer  t.he  reader. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  and  concern,  to  read  the  list  of 
the  almost  iacredible  Humber  of  little  books  and  tracts  at  the 
smaliest  prices,  published  and  to  be  published,  caIculatGd/y/» 
the  general  dhsemi'tiaiioa  of  Popery  in  these  realms. 

But  it  is  a  aaatt^^r  of  very  great  concern  indeed  to  «ee  the  fatal 
display  of  all  the  existing  and  rising  Romish  seminaries,  Romisli 
boarding  houses,  and  Romii^h  schools  for  youth;  the  plenary 
indulgences  (for  one  aauther;)  and  tTie  settlement  of  Nuns 
Professed  in  monasteries  erected  in  this  kingdom,  Clares, 
Bene(ttctines,  Sepnlcharitis,  Austins,  and  Dorainicatxisses, 
Then,  in  tiii?  rery  same  pamphlet,  as  if  by  a  strange  .fatality^ 
and  in  .the  blunder  of  papal  metaphor,  they  adrertrse  even  their 
drugs.  The  very  medicine,  it  secitis,  is  papal.  Uohald  their 
*'  hzja.ti\e  sulphurated  pills,"  ouce  exhibited  in  another  form 
in  these  realms.     "  TJie  medifcatcdSnitiTj'^  a  Cephalic  of  many 

yirtues. 
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Think  you,  their  hate  unqiiench'd  can  e'er  expire  ? 
The  torch  not  tipt  with  sleeping  sulph'rous  fire  ? 
Their  doctrines  round  a  careless  land  are  blown ; 
They  blast  the  cottage,  and  would  sap  the  throne. 
What  ?  are  my  words  too  warm  ? — I  love  my  King, 
My  Country,  and  my  God!  the  sounds  shall  ring 


virtues,  prepared  from  the  original  receipt  found  in  the  Jesuit's 
Library :  *'  The  Jesuit's  nervous  pill,— The  Jesuit's  Balsamic 
**  cordial."  In  short,  decernunt  quodcunque  volunt  de  corpore 
liosTRo  i  body  and  soul,  fortune  and  state. 

I  understand  them  but  too  well.  They  knew  their  hour, 
TiiEiR  Protectors  or  noble  uank,  their  opportunity,  their 
advantages,  and  their  revenue  from  the  state-  They  advance  by 
approaches,  not  desultory,  but  regular.  The  papal  genius 
never  sleeps,  no,  not  for  a  moment;  btit  directs,  and  animates, 
and  acts,  uniformly  and  constantly,  at  home  and  abroad,  in 
cities,  in  towns,  in  villages  ;  it  takes  aid  from  stupidity  and  from 
ability,  from  above  and  from  beneath.  Their  bilhops,  as  yet, 
are  but  titular,  but  depend  upon  it. 

Per  solis  radios,   Tarpeiaque  tulmina  jurant, 
Quidquid  habent  telorum  armamentaria  cxli.^ 

Depend  upon  it,  I  say,  they  szcear:  but  what  the  oath  is,  I  shall 
sot  take  upon  me  to  describe  ;  though  it  may  be  well  understood, 
and  for  ought  I  know,  it  is  already  registered,  perhaps  in  the 
Castle  at  Wincheaer,  or  at  Stoxi:,  or  any  where,  but  where  it 
should  be. 

*  Juv.  Sat.  13.  V,  78,  I  have 
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Ceaseless,  till  Pitt  (with  all  his  host  awake) 
In  our  great  cause  a  Nation's  inquest  take.  130 


I  have  compassion  for  the  unfortunate ;  I  have  charity  for 
plundered  exiles ;  I  have  pity,  and  would  give  relief  to  the 
wretched  and  the  suffering;  I  have  veneration  for  the  truly 
pious  of  every  persunsion  in  the  Christian  fai:h.  •*  There  is 
*'  ONE  Lord  !"  But  I  have,  and  it  is  an  Englihman's  duty  to 
have,  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  insinuating  or  domineering  spirit 
of  the  Romish  church.  I  have  no  opinion  of  the  sincerity  of 
iheir  attachment  to  us,  or  of  their  gratitude  for  our  fivours.  I 
insist  upon  it,  they  rega-d  themselves  as  the  original  and 
rightful  inheritors  0/  our  land. 

I  call  upon  the  guardians  of  our  Church  and  State  to  be  watchful, 
and  to  rega:d  with  attention  the  proceedings  of  .vll  thb 
EMIGRANTS.  If  they  refuse  to  hear,  I  wish  most  fervently, 
that  Great  Britain  may  never,  in  the  anguish  of  an  inconsiderate 
spirit,  say  of  these  numerous  emigrant  priests,  and  of  all  the  rest 
sacred  or  profane; 

Ejiidos  Uttore,  egenos 
Except,  et  regni  demens  in  parte  locavi! 

I  send  THIS  note  into  the  world,  whatever  be  it's  fate,  with 
the  fanjoas  papal  inscription,  but  without  the  spirit,  ofSixtn* 
the  Fourth  to  the  Florentine  Syrod  under  Loenzo  the  Magni- 
ficent, •<  In  Futuram  rt.i  memokiam  !"  and  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  his  Consistory,  resident  and  acting  ia 
England,  may  reply  to  it,  if  they  think  proper. — (Written  ia 
the  y<ar  1796.) 
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Look  from  that  vale,  what  tiihcs  the  fortress  (<:■)  fill ! 
Then  frown  indignant  o'er  iJic  opprobrious  IlilL  {d) 


(c)  The  Gueat  Com^ege  of  Romish  Priests,  and  tiif. 
Head  Quarters  of  the  Catiioijc  Cause  in  the  Castle  or 
King's  House  at  Winchester,  tenanted  by  priests,  emigrant  and 
non-cvaxgtaxity  publicly  mai'atained  at  the  cxpence  of  the  state! 
JJeac?  the  preceding  note. 

I  am  not  speaking  to  those,  who  arc  indifferent  about  all  or 
any  religion ;  but  to  those  who,  from  their  station,  political 
or  sacred,  should  understand  the  importance  of  the  cause,  the 
Interests  of  Christianity  and  it's  purity,  the  evidence  of  history, 
the  nature  and  the  essential  and  unaltered  spirit  of  the  Romish 
priesthood,  and  their  subtilty  and  peculiar  arts  by  persuasion, 
or  by  terror  over  weak  consciences. 

I  am  speaking  to  the  governors  of  Great  Britain,  to  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  who  should  guard,  and  who  I  trust  will 
guard,  agftimt  the  revival  of  the  Romish  Church  now  working 
in  secret;  as  well  as  against  (he  more  open  and  more  terrible 
democracy  of  some  descriptions  of  the  Dis<  enters.  What  is  said 
to  us  all,  is  said  at  this  hour  to  miiiis'ers  and  rulers  of  states 
with  a  more  important  and  a  more  sacred  emphasis,  "  Watch, 
^^  for  ye  Ic  note  not  Tiii^HCVviz^hen  d-esHrnction  cometh.''^  (1796.) 

(d)  Finally  :  1  propof^e  one  plain  and  significant  qivestion  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  any  great  minister  of  state.     It  is  this  : 

Is  there  a  single  instance  in  the  records  of  any  tnodern  history 
cf  Europe,  where  the  governing  and  directing  power  of  the 
state  ever  authorised,  patronised,  and  supported  with  tlie  public 
money,  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  a  col-lege  of 
*RiEsTs,  in  the  heart  of  a  kingdom,  whose  tenets  and  prin- 
ciples were  not  only  different  from  the  established  religion  of  the 
country,  but  were  in  direct  opposition  and  avoj^c'd  hcstiJity  tp 

it? 
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OCTAVIUS. 


These  thoughts  are  for.  the  state!    enough  of 

Rome, 
Her  Gallic  altai^,  and  approaching  doom. 
But  if  from  themes  so  grave  (e)  you  never  roam. 


it?  And  most  particularly,  whon  it  -was  the  original  aild 
fundamental  purpose  and  constitution  of  that  established 
Church,  to  discountenance  and  extinguish  the  superstitious 
doctrines,  and  the  political  ecclesiastical  tenets  of  that  Collcga 
of  Pricst<!y  So  authorized,  patronized,  and  supported  by  the 
public  money,  as  a  body  ? 

If  this  question  must  be  answered,  as  I  apprehend  it  must,  in 
the  negative,  I  maintain,  (and  if  necessary  will  maintain  more 
solemnly,  if  possible,  and  more  at  large,)  that  the  College 
OF  Priests  i\  the  King's  House  at  Winchester  should 
BE  IMMEDIATELY  DISPERSED,*  and  not  Suffered  to  stand  in  that 
offensive,  conspicuous,  and  opprobrious  light  in  the  face  of 
the  country. 

I  am  really  speaking  in  mercy  to  them,  and  to  us  ail,  if  I  am 

rightly  understood.     I  would  support  and  preserve  (hem  from 

every  want,  privafeli/,  and  in  Jt'/rtt/jccZ  situations  ;  liui  I  icould 

not    suffer  the   ministr})  of  a  Catholic    I'ishup  to   direct    the 

expenditure  of  that  public  money  so  granted. /o/' w/t^/c  Catholic 

purposes-:     but    Avith    the    most    perfect    toleration    of    all 

persuasions   in   religion,    the  Government  of  the  State  should 

defend  and  cxdusivetj/  svpvorv  th- ir  ozcn.     Tliis  is  prudence, 

this 
*  This  was  effected  in  December  179'3. 

P 
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Ask  at  St.  Paul's,  is  Piety  man  'cc)  at  home? 

f  his  is  policy,  this  it  is  to  rcmcniTjcr  the  bi-gianiug  and  progress 
of  all  great  events.*     (M:iy  1796.) 

(c)  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  perusing  many  of  the  variouft 
single  sermons  which  are  published  ;  but  I  cannot  resist  the 
opportunity  of  recommending  three,  which  I  tiiink  are  at  this 
time  important,  and  written  with  ability  and  spirit.  One,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Vinceni,  head  master  of  Westminster  school,  (a 
gcnt4eman  of  very  considerable  erudition,  diligence,  ability, 
and  most  exemplary  conduct)  preached  for  the  Westminster 
Di^ipcnsary  ;  another  by  Dr.  ^^'atson,  bishop  of  LandafF,  for 
the  Westminster  Dispensary  also,  with  an  Appendix,  con- 
taining Reflections  on  the  present  state  of  England  and  France; 
the  Appendix  is  of  peculiar  merit ;  and  a  third,  "  On  Gaming," 
written  with  great  energy,  crudifion,  piety,  patriotism,  and 
eloquence,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Renuell,  D.  D.  prebendary  of 
Winchester.    (179G.) 

While  I  am  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  think,  it  may  be 
curious  and  pleasing,  and  perhaps  useful  to  gome  persons,  to 
i-c  the  list  of  books  which  William  Warbukton,  Bishop  of 
Gloucester,  recommended  in  some  posthumous  MS.  Directions 
for  the  study  of  Theology,  and  which  Bishop  Ilurd  published 
in  the  Jto.  odilion  and  in  the  8vo.  sup])lemcnt  to  his  works.  I 
refer  to  the  tract,  and  merely  give  the  books  in  the  divisions, 
and  /;/  ilie  order  in  which  Warburton  placed  them,  and  recom- 
mended them  to  be  road.    (1797.) 

<'  Locke 

*  Though  the  French  priests  Avere  removed,  bj/  order  uf  the 
Govenn/icnf,  from  the  King's  House  at  Winchester,  at  the  closa 
of  the  )  car  1790,  3  et  I  have  strong  and  Important  reasons  for 
leaving  this  whole  passage,  in  poetry  and  prose,  text  and  com- 
ment, unaltered  vpun  record  to  iwttcrity  .  (1797.) 


£>0v 
The  Dean  might  smile,   ^vhcn  you  with  happiest 


care 


'f  Locke  on  the  Human  Understanding  :  Qaintllian's  Instltu- 
'  tions. — Grotius  de  Jure  ])C'lIi  et  pacis  ;  Woollaston's  Religion 
'  of  Nature  ;  Cumberland  on  the  Law  of  Nature;  Cudworth's 
'Intellectual  System.  —  Mairnonidcs  Buctor  Dubitantium; 
'Spencer  de  I<egibas  Hcbrsorum  Ritualibus;  Walton's 
'  Polyglot  Bible;  Critici  Sacri.  — Locke's  Reasonableness  of 
'Christianity;  Burnet  de  fide  et  officiis  Christianorum ; 
'  Grotius's  Comment  on  the  Gospels ;  Locke  on  the  Epistles  ; 
•  Joseph  Mede  on  the  Apocalypse;  Epifcopii  Instituta 
'Christiana;  Thcologiae  ;  Limborch's  Theologia  Christiana; 
'  Grotias  de  Veritate  Religionis  Christiana;  ;  Stillingtiect's 
'  Originjs  Sacrae,  1st  ed.  Limborch  de  Veritate  Religionis 
'  Christianas  Arnica  Collatio  cum  Krudito  Judso,  i.  e.  Isaaco 
'  Orobio;  Chillingworth's  Religion  of  Prottstants,  a  safe  way 
'  to  Salvation  ;  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  4  first  books. 
'Taylor's  Liberty  of  Prophecjing  ;  Stillingflcet's  Irenicum; 
'  Locke's  Letters  on  Toleration ;  Bayle's  Commeiit  on  the 
'  Words  "  Compel  them  to  come  in."  — Mosheim's  Ecclesias- 
'  tical  History;  Collier's  Church  History;  Fuller's  Church 
'History;  Sleidan  Commentarii  de  statu  Religionis  et 
'  Reipublicae  Carolo  Qiiinto  Ca'sare  Commentarii ;  Burnett's 
'History  of  the  Reformation;  Dr.  Clarke's  Sermons;  Dr. 
'  Barrow's  Sermons;  Sermons  du  Perc  Bourdaloue." 

The  Second  Part  of  these  directions  could  not  be  found  :  bat 
it  may  surprise  seme  pcvople  to  hear,  that  Bishop  Warburton's 
vig'-irous  intellect  regarded  this  plan,  but  as  an  fnirnduction  to 
the  study  of  Theology.  Ha'c  Umlna  Victor  Ai.cidf.s  nubiit ! 
Through  such  a  vestibule  did  this  High  Priest  pa>s  into  tue 

TEMPLE. 

P  2  But 
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Blend  riorsle}'*s  acid  with  the  cream  of  Blair; 
You'd  rise  at  last. 


But  Iflhe  reader  !s  disposed  to  attend  to  the  humbler  suggestions 
of  a  very  private  layman  on  this  subject,  I  think  he  would 
find  great  advantage  in  studying  and  considering  the  following 
works  in  English,  (which  are  very  kw  in  number,)  and  in 
the  order  in  which  they  arc  arranged,  i.  The  View  of 
the  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Christian  Religion,  by  Soame 
Jenyns,  Esq.  2.  The  Evidences  of  Christian!  cy,  in  three  parts, 
by  W.  Paley,  D.  D.  3.  Giotius  on  the  Truth  of  the  Christian 
Kciigion,  in  anij  translation.  4.  The  Evidences  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  5.  Mr. 
Locke's  Reasonableness  of  Christianity,  particularly  the  latter 
part  of  the  tiact.  6.  Bishop  Hurd's  Introduction  to  the  Study 
of  the  P.ophecies.  7.  Lord  Lyttlcton's  Dissertation  on  the  Con- 
version of  St.  Paul,  and  8.  Dr.  Butler's  Analogy  of  Religion, 
Natuial   and  Revealed,    to  the  constitution  and  course  of  nature. 

From  these  feic  volumes,  if  they  are  studied  with  care  and 
with  an  upright  intention,  I  think  it  may  be  said,  that  •*  They 
**  shall  see,  to  whom  he  was  not  (before)  spoken  of;  and 
**  they  that  have  not  (before)  heard,  shall  understand."  These 
volumes  are  the  works  of  laymen  as  well  as  of  divines  ;  and  if  I 
am  not  mistaken,  I  think  1  perceive  the  following  connection 
in  the  short  plan  which  I  have  offered. 

I.  Mk.  Ji-NY.N's's  Virw  prepares  the  mind  to  think  worthily 
of  the  Religion  which  is  proposed,  and  demonstrates  that  there  is 
the  highest  reason  to  believe  and  conclude,  that  it's  origin  is  from 
above,  and  not  from  man.  2.  Dn.  Paley's  View  of  the  subject 
displays,  confirms,  and  establishes  the  direct  historical  evidence 
and  proof,  with  all  the  plainness  and  candour  of  which  it  is 
capab'e,  and  independent  of  the  particular  tenets  oi  any  church  or 
s€ct.  3  and  4.  Grotius  and  Dr.  Cr.ARKE  present  to  us  the  faith, 
<loctrine,   and  evidence  in  the  form  of  propositions,  with  ample 

and 
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AUTHOR. 


How  stran^elv  voa  mistake; 
The  dream  deceives  not,  when  the  man's  awake. 


and  learned  illustrations,  with  force  of  reasoning,  and  with 
logical  precision.  5.  Mr.  Locke  has  been  peculiarly  happy  in 
representing  the  consonance  of  the  Christian  doctrine  to  Reason 
properly  understood,  and  it's  necessity  from  the  defects  of  all 
phi.'ospphy  however  distinguished.  6.  Bishop  Hurd,  with  the 
hand  of  a  master,  has  opened  the  general  View  of  the  subject 
of  prophecy,  and  freed  it  from  the  intricacies  of  speculation,  and  has 
shewn  it's  time,  nature,  end,  and  intent.  7.  Lord  Lyttietov 
has  discussed  the  mou  illustrious  instance  of  the  conversion  to 
this  religion,  in  the  person  of  St.  Paul,  a  man  of  the  highest 
natural  talents,  and  of  the  profoundest  reasoning  and  erudition  ; 
and  he  has  accompanied  the  whole  with  remarks  of  weight 
and  dignity  on  the  general  subject  of  Revelation.  8.  And  lastly, 
to  a  mind  disposed  to  view  with  calmness,  humility  and  reve- 
rence, the  whole  system  of  Providence,  as  far  as  it  is  permitted 
to  man  to  view  '*  the  avork  which  God  wouKETit   from 

"    THE    BEGINNIXG    TO    THE    END,"    Dr.    BuTLER   haS    unfolded 

the  Analogy  or  relation  of  the  Course  of  Nature  to  Religion, 
by  which  all  thmgs  are  found  to  proceed  in  h.rmony  fiom  Him 
who  hath  made  nothing  imperfect.  1  think  this  great  per- 
formance of  Butler  has  peculiar  force  when  it  is  considered 
in  the  conclusion  cf  our  religious  researches,  and  not  as 
pa-t  of  t.he  original  proof;  or  as  Lord  Bacon  expresses  himself", 

P  3  "  tanquam 


Once,  in  the  morn  oflife,  a  wizard  said: 

"  He  ne'er  shall  rise  l)y  benefice  or  trade ;       142 

*'  But  fnid,  remote  from  consequence  or  fame, 

"  A  local  something,  and  a  shadowy  name  ; 

"  Shall  brave  neglect ;  in  England's  cause  contend ; 

"  Hopeless  himself  of  virtue,  but  her  friend: 

*'  Through  crowds  shall  mark  his  solitary  way, 

*'  Ardent,  though  secret,  and  though  serious,  gay ; 


*'  tanqiiam  portum  et  sabbathum  humanarum  contemplationum 
*'  omniiiiu."     (a) 

I  speak  mterciy  my  OAvn  sentiments  to  those  who  have  not 
muck  time  or  leisure  for  deep  study,  (but  we  arc  all  bound  to 
j5nd  some  time  for  this  subject,)  and  I  speak  in  submission  to 
ichoiars  better  informed  than  myself. 

Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  if  thou  shouldst  approve  these 
iniroducfori/  ideas  to  this  great  subject,  inexhauste.l  as  it  is  and 
inexhaustible,  prepare  thyself,  thy  understanding,  and  thy 
affections.     "  To  quoquc  dignum  finge  Deo!"    (1796.) 

(ee)  ThcRt.  Rev.  George  Prctyman,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  ;  Tu'tor  and  Secretary  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  "befdre  he  "was  raised  to  the  Prelacy.  lie 
rs  a  man  of  great  learning,  discernment,  and  ability;  his 
■writii!gs  are,  in  my  opinion,  distinguished  by  singular  temper 
and  niodbration,  by  accuracy  and  a  clear  perception  of  the 
stibjcct  which  he  is  treating,  and  by  a  zeal  according  to 
knowledge.     (1796.) 

(«)   Dc  Augm.  Scieat.  L.  3.  ap.  init. 
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**  Erect,  without  a  pension,  to  his  end 
*'  UnknoAvii,    nnheard,  iinlKnioiir'd,  shall  descend  j 
*'  Bow  to  no  minister  for  golden  views,  151 

"  His  portion,  Memor3^,  and  best  gift,  the  Muse. "(/) 


(/)  It  having  been  asserted  by  some  writer,  that  the  author 
of  the  Pursuits  of  fiitcraturcjcrtv  fio  more,  a  person,  who  was 
Avell  acquainted  Avirh  him,  took  occasion  to  speak  of  his  poetical 
character  ia  the  following  terms,  which  J  transcribe. 

"  If  I  knew  liiui  right  in  his  puciical  education  and 
character,   I  Mill  speak  of  him  as  hezcas. 

"  From  his  very  childhood  he  grew  up  in  silence  and  in 
solitude;  neither  seduced,  nor  diverted  from  his  purpose;  in  a 
quiet  independence,  not  embarrassed  by  difficulty,  nor 
depressed  by  neglect;  constant  in  thought,  waiting  patiently 
for  his  hour,  of  the  world  not  unknowing,  though  unknown. 
Much  and  often  would  he  muse  on  other  times,  and  dwell  with 
the  bards  and  sages  whose  names  are  written  in  the  books  of 
fame  and  of  eternity.  His  studies  and  his  meditations  were  an 
habitual  poetry.  To  those  who  observed  the  mantle  he  would 
sometimes  wear  [whhi/outh,  it  seemed 

Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and  on  the  edge 
Like  to  that  sanguine  flower,  inscribed  xcith  icoe. 
But  he  never  blamed  his  fate.  INIost  of  all,  he  reverenced  the 
lyre,  and  sought  those  who  could  touch  the  strings  most 
cunningly  and  sweetly.  One  such  he  found.  He  looked 
abroad  through  all  the  realms  of  nature;  through  her  scenes 
of  majesty,  of  softness,  and  of  terror;  the  wilds  of  solitude,  the 
stormy  promontory,  the  cultivated  prospect,  the  expanse  of 
forests,  the  living  lake,  the  torrent,  or  the  cataract.  \\y  the 
shores  of  the  interminable  ocean,  on  the  clitfs,  and  on  the 
ragged  rocks,  he  found  and  felt  the  power  of  iiispLration. 
But  still  his  fancy  wandered  chiefly  in  the  mild  retreats  of  the 

P  4  elder 
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OCTA\lUS. 

This  of  yourself  ? 

AUTHOR. 
*Tis  so. 

OCTAVIUS. 

You're  turn'd  plain  fool : 
Avail!,  pei-t  prater,  bred  in  Erskine's (^')  school; 
Ta.lk  of  yourself? 

elder  poetry,  the  banks  of  Maeander  and  the  Mincio.     The 
scenes  of  ancient  Greece  and  Ladiira  were  the  hermit  haunts  of 
his   imagination.      In   the  valley   of  Tempe,    by  the   hill    of 
Ilymettus  and  the  grove  of  Plato,  he  first  heard,  and  learned 
"  The  secret  power 
Of  harmony,  intones  and  numbers  hit 
By  voice  or  hand;   and  various  measur'd  verse, 
yEolian  charms,  and  Dorian  Greek  odes, 
And  his  who  gave  them  breath,  but  higher  sung." 
Sometimes  reclined  on  the  verge  of  Castalia,  he  would  drink  of 
the  original  fountain,   whose  murmurs  -were  familiar  to  him. 
Last  of  all,  in  the  moments  of  divine,  and  of  serene  delight,  he 
would  ascend  the  chariot  of  the  Muses,   and  fix  his  eye,  but 
not  without  superior  guidance,    upon    the   central   heaven. 
Such  indeed  is  the  right  of  poets,  whose  interest  is  that  of  their 
country,    whose    gain    is  not   lucre,     but   the  hope    of   an 
honourable  acceptance."* 

*  Prefatory  Fpistle  to  the  Translations  of  the  Passages  in 
the  F.  of  L.  page  57.  Whoever  feels  himself  iniercsted  in  the 
Poem  ::n  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  should  peruse  this  com,. 
posit,  on. 
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AUTHOR. 


AVhy  yes ;  I  would  be  heard : 
Mere  talkers  now,  not  writers,  are  preferred. 
Look  at  that  paper:  (g)  if  you  print  the  speeehes, 
Pitt  seems  George  Rose,  or  like  Sir  Riehard  preaches. 
Nor  tone,  nor  majesty,  nor  patriot  fires; 
Methinks  the  wit  of  Sheridan  expires;  160 

Lost  in  Dundas  the  Caledonian  twang. 
Though  Pitt,  and  Port,  and  Property  he  sang  ; 
Print  negro  speeches,  and  in  reason's  spite, 
Lo,  Wilberforce  is  black,  and  Francis,  Vvhite, 
Who  wonders  at  buffoons,  or  Courtney's  joke  ? 
And  we  scarce  slumber,  though  Sir  William  spoke; 
'Tis  Grey  and  grumbling,  Curwen  (//)  all  and  clatter, 
AndDent(i)andDogs,and  Pewter(A)pot  and  platter. 


C/T)  The  Hon  Thomas  Erskinc,  the  cileJJrated  Barrister.  For 
a  further  account  of  his  taUnts,  abilities,  legal  knowledge,  i:c. 
see  and  ask — Mr.  Erskinc  iiimsci-f.  (Sl'C  also  P.  of  \u  Dial.  4.) 

(^)  Any  ucAVFpaper  or  report  of  the  Debates  in  Pariiamenl. 


Shall  I  not  talk? — Few  politics  wWXread,       169 
Tho'  Laudcrdiilc  should  skelcli  his  Scottish  creed;  (/) 


(/i)  All  tlic  changes  rung  upon  ftMulalify,  tyranny,  and  I 
know  not  what,  when  the  Clanio  Laws  were  discussed  at  the 
close  of  the  last  parliament,  April  1796,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Curweiji. 

(z)  Alluding  to  the  long  debates  on  the  JDo^  and  Bitch  bilT 
brought  into  ])arliani.'nt  in  1796,  by  INIr.  Dent.  The  bill  is  a 
little  allegorical,  sometimes  unintelligible,  and  often  ludicrous. 
For  instance;  I  shall  not  look  to  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Wilberforce 
for  an  explanation  of  the  followlno;  clause  in  it ;  namely,  "  Pro- 
"  vided  always,  that  no  peusov  loho  shall  keep  any  bitch, 
"  whelp,  &c.  shall  be  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  said  sum, 
'•^  u?iiil  svcn  bitch,  &c.  shall  he  of  the  a<feof —  —  ."*Sect.  2. 
Certainly  the  bill  is  allegorical,  and  the  Keepers  of  Bitches, 
&c.  complain,  that  they  had  taxes  enough  to  pay  for  them  before. 
Mr.  Fox  objected  to  it  in  the  H.  of  C. ;  so  did  Lord  William 
Gordon,  and  many  other  respectable  and y;/rty//// members  :  but 
in  the  H.  of  L.  the  Duke  ofQiicensbury  said,  "It  did  noitnuch 
"  signify." 

If  Mr.  Pitt  means  that  taxes  should  be  an  object  of  wit,  I  shall 
soon  expect  to  hear  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  House,  call  the  District 
of  Downing  street,    "  The  Borgo  Allegro."  (1796.) 

(/t)  This  is  another  curious  subject  brought  into  the  House 
in  April  1796,  and  shews  that  Mr.  Fox  has  eloquence  of  all 
materials  and  of  all  metals:  goij)  for  hh  pension;  brass  for 
his  opinions;  and  pkwter  for  his  constituents. 

(I)  See  the  Karl  of  Lauderdale's  Letters  to  the  Scotch  Peers. 
AH  his  affecting  eloquence  was  thrown  away  upon  them,  even 

when 

*  Seethe  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty,  certain  duties  oil 
Bitches,  Whelps,  &c.  kc.  passed  May  19,  1796. 
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Tliough  Abram  Jones,  (//)  and  Jasper  Wilson  preach. 
With  names  uncouth,  but  not  unpolish'd  speech. 
Few  mark  tJie  Journals  o(  \\\v  dubious  Aloore,   {;?/) 
We  scent  the  tainted  gale  from   Gallia's  shore ; 
Through  England  as  his  "Various  Views"  advance. 
We  smile,  but  trace  the  Mannerist  of  France. 


Tshen  they  understood  many  of  the  passages,  "vvluch^hey  di(iau\r 
and  then.  (1796.) 

(II)  Two  assumed  names  of  political  writers,  iusfcad  of  Cato, 
Brutus,  kc.  but  it  is  a  foolish  cu-iom  and  should  cease.  Of 
Abram  Jones  I  have  no  conjecture  ;  and  Jasper  Wilson  I  believe 
is  still  dubious:  though  the  Icailcn  mace  of  the  laborious  and 
polite  Aj}olo<fist  Mr.  George  Chalmers  has  descended  with  it's 
«sual  grace  and  weiglit  on  the  devoted  head  of  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Carrie. 

(/«)  John  Moore,  M.  D.  the  celebrated  author  of  "  Travels 
*'  into  France,  and  Italy,  of  ZeUico,  of  Edward,  or  Various 
"  Views  of  Life  and  Manners  in  England,  &c.  kc.  &c."  I 
speak  of  him  only  as  a  public  anthor.  Jle  is  a  sensible  and  en- 
tertaining companion  ;  his  style  is  easy,  always  agreeable  and 
pleasing,  his  wit  is  playful,  and  his  pleas^antry  on  physicians  .is 
sometimes  little  inferior  to  Molicrc  ;  "  vineta  ctedit  sua."  But 
I  dislike  the  tendency  of  various  parts  of  his  writings  when  !n» 
speaks  of  the  French  affairs,  I  nu-an  of  (he  principles  of  the 
first  Revolution,  which  led  to  the  cruelties,  mi>ery,  and  di.stress^ 
Avhichhave  been  since  felt  by  France  and  by  all  Euro[)e.  It  is 
impossible  that  Dr.  Moore  or  any  other  man  of  sense,  can  be  an 
advocate  for  their  presents}stem.  I  disiilvc  also  the  perpetual 
ridicule  which  Dr.  Moore  throws  upon /a7t'(///«/j/ honour,  at  a 
time  like  the   present.   (IVdO.) 


21C 
Godwin's  dry  page  (/})  no  statesman  e'er  believ'd, 
Tlioiigh  fiction  aids,  wliat  sophistry  conceiv'd: 


(/))  I  have  given  some  attention  to  Mr.  Godwin's  work, 
'•  OS  Political  Justice,"  (_«)  as  conceiving  it  to  be  the  code 
ef  improved  modern  ethics,  morality,  and  legislation.  J  confess 
I  looked  not  for  the  republic  of  Plato,  nor  even  for  the  Oceana 
of  Harrington,  but  for  something  diflerent  from  them  all.  I 
looked  indeed  for  a  superstructure  raised  on  the  revolutionary 
ground  of  equalityj  watered  with  blood  from  the  guillofine; 
^iid  such  I  found  it.  I  cannot  discuss  a  Avork  in  two  large 
volumes  in  a  note,  Cthough  some  would  dispatch  it  with  a 
single  word)  but  in  general  I  can  speak  as  much  of  it,  as  it 
deserves,  in  a  short  compass ;  I  mean,  as  k  appears  to  me. 

Ad  terras  comitata  cadentera 
Jam  signet  muros  ultricis  semita  flammoe !   (b) 

The  firsl  trait  of  the  work  is  a  certain  cold-blooded  indiffe- 
rence to  all  the  mild,  pious,  and  honourable  feelings  of  our 
common  nature,  like  all  the  Philosophers  of  the  new  Sect. 
The  next  thing  observable,  is  a  most  affectionate  concern  and 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  who  are  to  exist  some 
centuries  hence,  when  the  endless  pcrfidibilitij  of  the  human 
species  (for  such  is  their  jargon)  shall  receive  its  completion 
upon  earth  ;  when  the  disciples  of  Dr.  Darwin  have  learned  to 
manage  the  zcinds  and  direct  their  currents  at  pleasure,  and 
the  descendants  of  Abbe  Sieyes  have  calmrd  the  waves  of  % 
stormy  people  with  the  essential  oil  of  democracy. 

Another  trait  is,  that  all  political  Justice  is  essentially  founded 
upon  injustice;   if  plunder,  robbery,   and  spoliation    of  all 

property 

{a)  First  published  in  2  \oV\   Ho;   and  since  in  2  vols.  Svo. 
{b)  Stat.  L.  xi.  V.  3. 
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Genius  may  droop  o'er  Falkland's  faneral  cry  ^ 


property  in  the  ont':et  may  be  termed  injustice;*  though  to  lie 
sure  thi'  ktter  end  of  his  commonwealth  rather  forgets  the 
beginning.  But  I  must  say,  he  is  not  without  some  kind  of 
apprehe'ision,  that  the  population  of  states  may  be  too  great, 
under  the  blessings  of  an  equal  diffusion  of  property  in  the 
proposed  government,  for  which  he  proTides  a  remedy  ;  though, 
for  my  own  part,  I  think  such  a  government,  like  Saturn  of 
old,  will  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  up  its  children. 

Again :  another  discovery  seems  to  be,  that  as  hitherto  we 
have  had  recourse  to  the  agency  and  interference  of  the  Deity, 
and  nis  unalterable  laws,  to  account  even  for  the  fall  of  a 
stone  to  the  ground,  the  germination  of  a  blade  of  grass,  or 
the  propagation  of  the  meanest  insect ;  we  are  nozc  to  discard 
the  superintendence  of  God  in  human  and  terrestrial  aflairs, 
and  to  believe  in  no  providence  but  our  otcn^  and  to  re-make 
ourselves  and  our  faculties.  lie  seems  to  realize  a  modera 
fiction  I  once  read,  which  supposes  an  assembly  of  certain 
philosophers  before  the  Deity,  when  some  of  them  are  said  to 
whisper  in  his  ear,  "  Between  friends,  wc  do  not  believe  that 
*'  Tou  exist  at  all." 

Further:  as  to  suppose  a  divine  sanction  without  a  divinify 
would  be  absurd,  therefore,  every  insfitution  such  as  marriage, 
which  in  all  civilized  nations  has  been  hallowed  for  the  great 
end  for  which  it  was  ordained,  is  to  be  vilified,  ridiculed, 
argued  away,  and  abolished.  The  tender  sex,  deprived  of  tho 
support,  comfort,   and  protection   of  their  natural  guardian, 

is 


*    i,  e.    If  jMr.  Godv/in's  principles  are  to  be  adopted  in  any 
country,  where  propc.  i.y  is  noic  secured  hj/  lite  laics. 


S218 
No  patriot  weeps  wlien  gifted  villains  die.         180 


is  to  be  dilivrird  ovr  to  fanciod  freedom  and  wild  iiidfi- 
pendcncc,  but  iu  reality  to  misery  and  destitution  beyond  all 
calculation. 

Then  by  way  of  corollary,  a  few  vulgar  virtues  and  once 
.honourable  affections,  as  piety  to  parents,  and  love  to  childreu, 
as  such,  arc  to  be  erased  from  the  breast.  Gratitude  for 
kindness,  and  tears  for  tlic  unfortunate,  are  but  weakness: 
there  is  nothing  sootliin*  in  compassion,  and  friendship  has  no 
consolation.  It  would  seem,  that  a  well  of  water,  an  apple 
tree,  or  any  th'ng  productive.,  is  more  vahiable  than  man  to 
man,  abstracted  from  the  mere  use  which  one  man  can  derive 
from  another.  "  These  are  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  and  this  is  the 
*'  worship  to  wlilch  you  arc  called  !" 

Nevertheless  I  shall  still  venture  to  mention,  with  reverence 
and  humility,  the  guf.At  moral  code  intended  for  all  man- 
Icind,  once  delivered  and  ratified  by  IIim,  zchn  knew  zchat  zvas 
inman.  In  that  code  all  is  practicable,  all  virtue  is  founded  in 
mercy,  kindness,  benevolence,  and  comfort,  alike  to  him  that 
gives  and  him  that  takes.  There  man  plants;  and  God,  not 
man,  gives  the  increase.  Tliere  we  find  no  wild  supposition 
of  an  interest  w  hich  cannot  be  described,  as  it  does  not  exist ; 
no  course  of  aclions  is  proposed,  without  a  motive  direct  and 
reflected.  I  speak  here  of  perhaps  the  least  part  of  the  Gospel 
Code,  even  of  that  Revelation  which  was  given  unto  men  iu  a 
manner  at  once  clear  aad  perspicuous,  pure  and  xmmixcd, 
uniform  and  consistent,  persuasive  and  convincing,  powerful 
and  author  it  at  it' e,  in  the  name  and  in  tlie  majesty  of  Him  \nio 
IS  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  The  Almightv  ! 

But  if  we  regard  mere  human  institutions  ;  if  a  man  wishes  fo 
see  a  practicable  system  of  polity  and  government,  founded  and 
confirmed  in  the  experience  of  ages,  let  him,  if  he  has  been 
iiwhilcled  astray  by  (he  meteors  of  Godwin,  walk  for  a  season 

in 
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Who  now  reads  Parr?  whose  title  who  shall  give  ? 

in  the  steady  light  which  I'lackstonc has  diffused.  Lctliim  stiidj' 
his  unequalled  Coinincntarics  on  thcKnglish  Laws,  as  they  exist 
and  uphold  all  that  is  valuable,  or  perhaps  attainable,  in  a  rational 
.and  civilized  nation ;  and  then  let  him  conifider  the  theories  of 
Godwin  on  political  Justice,  and  contemplate  the  government 
which  would  be  raised  on  his  principles.  To  rae  there  seems 
to  be  no  more  comparison  than  between  light  g,nd  darkness. 
What  the  great  Burnet*  affirms  of  the  Deist  and  the  Atheiijt, 
considered  merely  as  two  sects  in  philosophy,  is,  I  am  convinced, 
not  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  two  political  Sects  ia  q^ucstion. 
*'  The  hypothesis  of  the  Deist  reaches  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom,  both  through  the  intellectual  and  material  world, 
with  a  clear  and  distinct  light  every  where ;  is  genuine, 
comprehensive,  satisfactory;  has  nothing  forced,  nothing 
confused,  nothing  precarious.  Whereas  the  hypothe^jis  of 
the  Atheist  is  strained  and  broken,  dark  and  uneasy  to  the 
mind,  commonly  prccarioits,  often  incongruous  and  irra- 
tional, and  sometimes  plainljj  ridiculous.'" 

I  can  allow  Mr.  Godwin,  and  other  si>ecHlative  writers  on 
government  to  be  ingenious.  They  must  in  the  course  of  their 
investigation,  now  and  then  throw  out  a  neto  idea,  but  in 
general  the  greatest  part  of  their  works  consists  of  very  old  ideas, 
which  have  been  discussed  again  and  again.  They  astonish  by 
paradoxes,  and  allure  the  imagination  by  prospects  without  a 
limit;  and  when  they  have  alternately  heated  and  confounded 
the  minds  of  men,  thi'y  call  them  to  the  great  z:ork,  namely,  the 

subversion 

*  IJurnct's  Theory  of  the  earth,  b.  2.  ch.  10. -See  the  tentti 
and  eleventh  chapters  of  that  great  man's  w^ork  :  "  On  the 
Author  of  Nature,  and  on  Natural  Providence."  Th^-se  twy 
chapters  form  a  master  treatise  on  reason  and  eloquence  :  I 
vriib  they  were  publisljcd  in  a  separate  pamphlet. 
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Doctor  Sententious  hight,  or  Positive  r  (s) 

subversion  of,  what  tlicy  call,  prejudices,  and  tlic  overthrovr 
uf  (ho  governinenf,   z::tiich  fs  : 

Iv  NosTRos  FaurIcata  Kst  machixa  Muros. 
I  can  laugh  at  their  metaphysics,  and  even  be  amused 
with  their  pantomime  fancies,  as  siicli.  But  when  I  know- 
that  their  theories  arc  designed  to  be  brouglit  into  action, 
and  when  they  tell  us,  that  they  hate  violence,  l)lood-shed, 
revolution,  and  misery,  and  that  truth  and  happiness  are  their 
objects;  I  open  my  eyes  to  sec,  and  my  cars  to  hear;  and 
having  honestly  exerted  both  faculties,  I  declare,  from  private 
conviction  and  from  public  experience,  that  I  oppose  the 
admission  of  their  doctrines,  whether  recommended  by  Thomas 
Paine,  or  William  Godwin.  Perhaps  indeed,  "  Hujusmodi 
**  Gives,  improbos  in  rcmpublicam  ct  scditiosos,  a  Censore 
*'  melius  est,  quamaPoetanotari."  (a) 

Yet  a  moment.  Take  Mr.  Godwin  as  a  natural  philosopher, 
and  from  his  doctrines  let  the  reader  consider  the  state  of  his 
understanding.  Let  him  also  consider,  how  such  a  man  is 
qimlified  uot  merely  to  reform,  but  first  to  overthrow  and  then 
to  rebuild,  the  whole  system  of  government,  morality,  and 
religion  in  such  a  kingdom  as  Great  Britain.  What  opinion 
can  we  entertain  of  a  man  Avho  seriously  thinks  that,  at  some 
future  period,  the  necessity  oi  sleep  in  an  animal  body  may  he 
superseded:  -  that  wen  die  merely  by  their  ozin  fault  andmisma- 
nageinenlAi\xi^i\\dit  the  immortality  of  the  organized  human  body 
as  it  is  noAV  formed,  might  be  attained  by  proper  attention  and 
care;  — orwho  thinks'''  that,hereafterilis  by  nomcans  clear, that 
*'  the  most  extensive  operations  may  not  be  within  the  reach  of 
"  one  man,  or  to  make  u^e  oixf ami  liar  instance,  that  a  plough 
*'  may  not  he  turned  into  a  fields  andpcrjvrm  iVso£icCjV:ithQut 

''the 

(a)  Cicero  Fragm.  de  Repnblica,  Lib.  4.  ap.  Angustin.  d* 
Civit.  Dei,  L.  9.  C.  9. 
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From  Greek,  or  French,  or  any  Roman  ground, 


'*  the  need  of  superintendence  V.l''''  and  then  adds,  ^'  \ivfA$inthis 
'*  sense  that  the  celebrated  Franklin  conjectured,  that  Mind 
*' wonld  one  day  become  omnipotent  over  matter'.!!  (a) 
Surely  we  may  say  with  the  {loet  of  Epicurus: 

Naturdi 
Perturbatur  ibi  totum  sic  corpus,  et  omncs 
Commutcintur  ibi  posituhvE   pkincipjorlm.  (b) 

I  have  referred  to  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Godwin's  work,  as 
he  has  corrected  or  omitted  many  passages  which  were  in  the 
4to  edition.  If  he  will  but  go  on  with  more  last  thoughts^  1  think 
he  will  shortly  reduce  it  to  a  very  little  pamphlet.  I  could 
make  sucha  collection  of  Beauties  (or  what  Rabelais  might  call 
*•'  Antidoted  Conundrums''^)  from  this  work,  as  would  dazzle 
€vena  modern  philosopher,  whose  "  mind  is  omnipotent  Over 
matter,"  in  Mr.  Godwin's  and  Dr.  Franklin's  sense. 

I  think  these  Beauties  would  form  an  a-semblage  of  the 
most  curious  and  incongruous  ideas  ever  exhibited,  fully  suf- 
ficient, (as  Mr.  Godwin  exprc^sesit)  to  "  rou^e  (any  man)  from 
"  the  LETiiAiinic  OBUVious  Pool  out  of  zshich  every  finite  in- 
"  fellect  originally  rose!''  (c)  Good  Heaven!  what  can  Mr. 
Godwin  mean  by  such  ideas,  and  such  words!  cxcQipthe seriously 
believes  that  human  souls  are  dipped  in  the  river  of  oblivion,  or 
drink  of  that  stream  as  described  by  Virgil.  Yet  even  this  will 
nothelp,  or  explain  Mr.  Godwin's  words,  for  he  says,  that  they 
*'  omoiNALLT  rose  from  the  oblivious  pool.'" 

Into  Avhat  whirlpools  of  desjlarip.g  nonsense  are  z:e  to  be 
hurried,  as  the  sport,  the  scorn,  the  ludibria,  tlie  puppets  of 
theseNeic  Creators  of  the  morulzzorldl  Alas  for  man!  wlijierer 

they 
•)    Godnin,  v.  2.  p.  ^P  J.  cd.  Svc         {b^  r,ucret.L.  4.  v.  670. 
(t)  God\un,  V.  2.  p.  88.  8to.  ed. 

Q 


In  mazy  progress  and  eternal  round, 

they  lead  us  and  themselves,  mcthiuks  it  is  deeper  and  deeper, 
confusion  worse  confounded. 

The  furtht-r  I  proceed,  the  more  I  Icarn  to  distrust  swelling 
nicn,  and  swelling  words,  and  swelling  ideas,  but  aboTC  all  in 
political  subjects,  from  which  most  is  to  be  dreaded. 

Political  writers  of  this  class  arc  not  to  be  considered  as  th» 
speculators  of  former  times. 

The  lucubrations  of  Montesquieu  and  Locke,  so  unjustly 
and  so  foolishly  decried  of  late  by  some  weak,  though  well- 
meaning  persons,  were  given  as  the  result  of  long  experi- 
ence and  of  continued  meditatiort.  The  works  of  these  great 
men  were  not  designed  to  produce  subversion,  but  shv:  and 
gradual  reformation,  as  the  various  states  of  Europe  would 
admit  it.  The  writers  of  these  days,  on  the  contrary,  throw  out 
their  ideas  af  a  hcat^  and  intend  they  should  be  brought  into 
immediate  action.  They  are  not  friends  "  to  the  world,  nor  the 
'•  world's  law." 

I  would  earnestly  and  zealously  inculcate  it  again  and  again, 
that  whatever  may  be  held  forth  to  us,  or  disguised,  by  these 
philosophers,  neither  their  plans,  nor  their  reforms,  nor  their 
systems,  can  ever  be  erected  or  established  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Buitain,  but  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Christian 
Religion,  and  upon  the  annihilation,  or  the  disturbarice  of  all 
orders  and  ranks  in  society,  as  they  now  exist.  We  may  also 
be  fully  assured,  that  this  cannot  be  effected,  but  through  the 
necessary  and  unavoidable  medium  of  plunder,  conliscation, 
revolutionary  diurnal  murders,  and  the  insurrection  of  the 
enterprising  talents  of  gifted,  bold,  and  bad  men,  upon  all 
FKOPERTY,  public  and  private,  upon  which  all  modern 
Revolutionists  rest  as  their  corner  stone,  and  their  final  hope. 

I  will  add,  that  to  such  of  my  readers  as  are  conversant  ia 
those  authors  of  antiquity  whose  precision^  of  thought  and  of 

language, 


'JQ3 
Uuotatr(>hs  dance,  and  wonder  at  their  place. 
Buzz  through  his  v/ig,  and  give  the  bush  more 

grace ; 
But  on  the  oath,  that  modcstTucker  {t)  swore. 
Parr  wisely  ponder'd;  and  his  oath  forbore. 
He  prints  a  sermon:   [tt]  Hurd  with  judging  eye 
Reads,  and  rejects  with  critic  dignity:  IQO 


language,  has  Conferred  dignity  and  stability  dn  those  principles 
by  which  all  that  is  sacred,  or  venerable,  or  n^efiil,  or  necessary 
to  -well-being  is  maintained,  I  would  ofter  the  following  Avords  of 
an  ancient  Christian  Philosopher  in  the  early  ages.  The  uncer- 
tainty, and  weakness,  and  ftitility  of  modrn  and  revived 
doctrines  were  never  better  exposed,  nor  expressed. 

HJ»)  y«p  /xoj  «rxoToj  ayyo*«j  affavra,  xa<  aTarvj  ^iXaf/tx,,  x«i  aTEtpo; 
w\av»),  Jcat  aTsXni  ^avroKria,  -koh  ciKXTCcXrirrroi  ayjoix.  Tccvrtx.  To^n* 
oiE|rjX9ov,  ^aXofjuvo?  d£i|«i  Triv  cv  rotj  Soyfjixaiv  na-oc-j  a'jruv  svssvTiOTJjTsc,  x«» 
It??  6»j  «.7r£»poy  «UT0«5    x-oct  ccofKTTOv  "TTpoumv  v  ir\Tr,a-ig  rm  "Trfxyfiaruv,  x.xi  ro 

Gi^MUfJLiwv.    (a)     (1796.) 

If  this  note  is  too  long,  I  hare  no  inclination  to  make  any 
apology  for  it.  My  conviction  and  my  fears  on  this  most 
awful  subject,  (while  it  may  i/et  avail  us  to  consider  it)  some- 
times overpower  me,  till  I  absolutely  sink  under  them.  It 
is  written,  I  hope  we  all  know  where,  •'  FaojuEvo,'  sv  ayiviw 
EKTENEZTEPON  vfoawX-ro.''* 

(c)   Hcrmias  Aiua-vfiju>^  (sive  Irrisio)  luv  e|a)  <l>iXo<ro^uy,     Pag. 

175.— Sub  fiu.  Ed.  Paris.  Ju?tin.  Martyris  Op.  1626. 

Q2 
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Words  upon  words !  and  m€vst  against  their  will, '  "^ 
And  honied  globules  dribble  through  his  quill. 
Mawkish   and  thick  ;    Earth   scarce   the    tropes. 

,  supphes, 
Heav'n  lends  her  moon  and  crowded  galaxies  ;  (v^ 

{s)  Though  the  reader  n)ay  possibly  have  a  very  good  idea  of 
a-sentenfious,  or  a  positive  Doctor  in  gcucral ;  yet  uiy  speciiic 
allusion  is  to  the  theology  of  the  twelfth  century,  when  the 
Doctors  were  divided  into  Doctorex  Dogmatici  et  Posifivi,  and 
the  Do'.tovesScntentiurii,  or  expounders  of  the  famous  Book  of 
Sentences  by  Peler  Lombard,   Bhhop  o/ Paris. 

•  At  present  Bishop  Gregoire  and  Bishop  Sieycs  at  Paris,  giva 
their  Doctors  some  famous  books  of  sentences  tocxpound,  notis 
ct  commeutariis  pcrpetuis  Doctoris  Guillotini,  who  causes 
great  unanimity  of  seutiraeut  among  the  Doctors,  and  arrange* 
their  several  heads  with  admirable  precision.  (17&6..) 

(;)  Josiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  late  Dean  of  Gloucester,  o  vxm^ 
once  took  an  oath  in  a  pamphlet  that  he  would  refuse  a 
bishopric.  lie  Avas  an  acute,  learned,  and  most  sagacious 
man, 

(//)  The  unfortunate  Education  Sermon,  which  Bishop  Hurd 
happened  to  dislike.  "  Hiuc  iliac  lacrymaj !"  This  produced 
the  re-publica(ion  of  ^^'arbu^ton's  and  Kurd's  tracts,  with  the 
splendid'  and  astonishing  dedication  by  Dr.  Parr.  See  the  First 
Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  See  also  Rabelais's  great  Chapter, 
"  How  Gargantua  spent  his  time  in  rainy  weather,"  and  th» 
comment  by  DuChat. 

(o)  Dr.  Parr's  own  words.  See  the  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  1.  pag« 
87.  note  {I,  an<lDr.  Parr's  otc«  Dedication  of  Warburton's  tracts, 
p.  131,  &c.  with  all  the  display  of  beautiful  earthly  and  celestial 

imagery, 
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Polemic  phrenzy  and  irreverent  rage,    ' 
And  dotard  impotence,  deform  the  page. 

imagcrj-,  and  all  the  mcUiti  verborum  globitll^  \vhich  were 
exhibited  on  the  occasion  in  such  admirable  confusion,  "  ut 
"  majus  sit  hascc  contortioncs  orathnis,  quam  signoriim  ortus 
"  obitusque,  pcrdiscLTO."  («)  Dr.  Parr's  i>tta.ns,Q.  verbiage  (b) 
reminds  nie  of  some  persons  in  The  Wasps  of  Aristophanes; 

Aj!)(^yAOfji.:Xr,a-i^tD>io(pfvnx,'yif»TX.  (c) 
Or  as  Plautus  expresses  himself  in  one  of  his  comedies ; 
*'  Salva  res  est,   philosophatnr  quoque  jam  : 
"  Quod  erat  ei  nomcn? -^T'hesaurochn/wnicochri/sulci.^'  (d) 
.The  Doctor  can  construe  all  this,  I  believe,   and  the  meaning 
of  it. 
Dr. 

(a)  Cic.  de  Fato,  Sect.  8. 
(b)  I  hare  boon  misunderstood.  I  hold  up  none  of  Dr.  Parr's 
Be-quii>edalia  verba  to  ridicule ;  it  is  his  verbiage  and  phrase- 
©logj  which  I  reprobate.  It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to 
compare  the  Birmingham  Doctor  with  Dr.  SamuelJohnson.  I 
am  not  his  Biographer;  it  is  not  his  life,  but  his  writings  which 
I  criticise. 

What  has  Dr.  Parr  wri(tcin?  A  Sermon  or  two,  rather 
long;  a  Latin  Preface  to  Bcllcndimus,  (rather  long  too,)  con. 
sisting  of  a  cento  of  Latin  and  Greek  expressions  applied  to 
-political  subjects;  another  preface  to  some  English  trac's, 
and  two  or  three  English  pamphlets  about  his  own  private 
quarrels.  And  this  is  the  man  to  be  compared  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson!!!  (Added  1797.)  Why  ana  \  forced  into  a  con- 
iirmatiou  of  my  opinion  stronger  and  stronger  ? 

(e)  2(p»))CEf.  V.  219  ((/)  Captiv.  a.  2.  sc.  2. 

Q  3 
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Let  him  but  wrangle,  and  in  any  shape 
Not  insignificance  itself  can  'scape: 


Dr.  Parr  is  so  very  learned,  and  has  such  a  deep  niouth, 
that  some  conjecture  he  was  not  born  till  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
month,  like  the  great  Gargantua;  or  Trfpun-Xojwsi/y  maurou,  at  the 
end  of  a  twelve-month,  as  Homer  speaks  («)  of  one  of  Nep- 
tune's children,  and  for  which  Anius  Gellius  ^  (a  favourite 
author  with  Dr.  Parr)  gravely  assigns  a  rsason,  *'  Convenisse 
*^  Neptuno  majestaticiue  ejus,  ut  longiore  tempore  satus  ex  eo 
*'  grandesccrct."  (&)     E?r£»  bk  a.-!vaZw\m  tuvxi  AQavxTUjl 

A  few  months  after  the  Doctor's  birth,  he  was  found,  like 
Gargantua,  to  be  "  a  fine  boy,  and  had  a  biirfj/  phi/'iognomt/  i 
*'  he  monochordized  with  his  fingers,  and  barytonized  with  hi^ 
"  tail."  Rabel.  B.  1 .  C.  7. This  was  a  presage  of  the  noise  the  Doctor 
was  to  make  hereafter  ;  but  from  the  nature  of  his  boyish  diet, 
(for  his  masters  were  stiled  Tubal  Ilolofernes  and  Ponocratcs 
Mataeologus)  it  appeared  that  he  Avas  better  fed  than  taught. 
If  the  child  wanted  a  bit  of  bread,  or  a  slice  of  mutton,  or  any 
common  vegetable,  he  was  not  suffered  to  have  any,  till  he  had 
cited  all  the  Greek  or  Latin  authors  who  had  mentioned  these 
««??;?'«/ substances;  Pliny,  Athenjeus,  Julius  Pollux,  Galen, 
Porphyrins,  Oppian,  Polybius,  Dionysius  Ilalicarnassensis, 
Heliodorus,  Aristotle,  Plato,  Aulus  Gellius,  ^lian,  Theo- 
phrastus,*  and  Dioscorides,  down  tq  Buffon  apd  Sir  John  Hill. 

Thiif 
■    '  -r 

(a)  Odys.  xi.  v.  247.  (k)  Aul.  Gell.  Lib.  3.  C.  16. 

(c)  I  recommend  tp  Dr.  Parr  the  following  passage  from 
Theophrastus's  History  of  Plants,  whsch  he  will  understand; 

wjcupao-*  Toy  criTov.    Theophrast.  Hist.  Plant.  Lib,  8.  c.  7. 
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Horace  and  Coombc  (.r)  go  forth,  a  gentle  pair, 
Splendid  and  silly,  to  unequal  war;  200 

But  while  the  midwife  to  Lucina  prays, 
The  Gorgon  glares,   and  blasts  the  critic's  bays. 

Parr  prints  «Pfl7)f?-:  [ij)  well:  in  all  things  equal, 

Sense,  taste,  wit,  judgment;   but  pray  read  T/tc 
Sequel : 

This  habit  the  Child  never  lost  in  his  riper  years,  to  the  great 
edification  of  his  hearers  or  readers,  when  he  was  furnished 
with  pen  and  ink. 

"When  he  was  advanced  to  the  Doctorate,  the  Child  was  still 
the  same,  as  appeared  in  his  complimentary  and  satirical  pre. 
face  to  Bellendenus,  in  which,  as  usual,  he  discharged  all  th« 
literary  food  he  over  ate,  after  the  Greek  fashion  of  his  masters 
Tubal  Ilolofernes  and  Poiiocrates  Matseologus,  and  as 
prescribed  by  that  great  and  consummate  Theologian,  '•  Joan- 
"  ninus  de  Barrauco  in  libro  de  copiositate  reverentiarura,"  a 
writer  who  cannot  be  sufficiently  recommended,  and  who  is 
as  u'ell  knozcn  as  "  Musambeutius  in  Commonitorio  ad 
Ramiresium  de  Prado,"  quoted  by  Mr.  Porson  in  the  title 
page  of  his  letters,   to  regale  Archdeacon  Travis. 

(x)  Seethe  ridiculous  controversy  between  Dr.  Parr  and  Dr. 
Coombe,  about  a  pompous  edition  of  Horace,  published  to  be 
sure  for  no  purpose  that  I  can  discover;  which  the  Doctor 
Positivus  mangled  and  destroyed  in  the  British  Critic  without 
any  mercy.  See  also  Dr.  Parr's  strange  Letter  to  Dr.  C.  on 
this  occasion,  signed  "  By  an  Occasional  Writer  in  the  British 
*'  Critic."     (1796.) 

(j/)  Dv.  Parr  published  at  Birmingham  what  he  called 
*'  A  printed  Paper  ;"  and  after  that,  "  A  Sequel  to  a  printed 
**  Paper,"  a  very  large  pamphlet^  de  omni  scibili,  as  usual. 

Q  4  I  really 
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Sequel  to  what :  the  Doctor  6nly  know* ; 

Morsels  of  politics,  mOst  Chosen  pros6. 

Of  Nobles,  Priestley,  Plato,  Democrats, 

Pitt,  Plutarch,  Curtis,  Burke,  and  Rous,  and  RatSi 

Tlie  scene?  'tis  Birmingham,  renown'd  afar 

At  once  for  halfpence,  and  for  Doctor  Parr.    210 

OCTAVIUS, 
Well  if  none  read  such  works,  yet  all  admire— ^ 

AUTHOR. 

The  paper  ? 

OCTAVIUS, 
Yes;  ten  shillings  every  quire:  [a] 

I  really  think  it  impossible  to  point  out  any  man  of  Icarnitig 
and  ability,  (and  Dr.  Parr  has  both,)  who  has  hitherto  wasted 
his  powers  and  attainments  in  such  a  desultory,  unmeaning, 
wild,  unconnected,  and  useless  manner,  as  Dr.  Paru.  ''  In 
''  nullum  reipublicce  usum  ambitiosa  Iqquela  indaruit.^^*  I 
have  done  with  him.     (1796.) 

(a)  I  allude  to  and  condemn  the  needlessly  expensive 
manner  of  publishing  most  pamphlets,  and  books  at  thjs  tlm^. 
See  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  Dial.  I. 

If 
*  Tacit.  L.  4.  Seei.  20. 
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The  type  is  Buhner's,  just  like  Boydell's  phiys: 
So  Mister  Hayky  shines  in  Milton's  (6)  rays. 
In  one  glaz'd  gh\re  tracts,  sermons,  pamplilets  vi^ 
And  hot-press'd  nonsense  claims  a  dignitv, 

AUTHOR. 

Nonsense  or  sense,  I'll  bear  in  any  shape. 
In  go^yn,  in  lawn,  in  ermine,  or  in  crape: 
What's  a  fine  type,  where  truth  exerts  her  rule? 
Science  is  science,  and  a  fool's  a  fool,  220 

Yet  all  shall  read,  and  all  that  page  approve. 
When  public  spirit  meets  with  public  love  : 


If  the  present  rage  of  general  printing  on  fine,  creamy, 
wire-wove,  hot-pressed  paper  is  not  stopped,  the  injury  done 
to  the  eye  fioai  reading,  and  the  shameful  e^pence  of  the 
tooks,  will  in  no  very  long  tinv.'  annihilate  the  desire  of 
reading,  and  the  possibility  of  purrh.iSing.  Nd  jieto  zcork 
Vchat<o  ver  should  be  published  in  this  manner^  or  Literature 
T.ill  destroy  jtself, 

(6)  Mr.  Ilayley  wrote  a  long  life,  or  rather  a  sort  of 
dof.nce  of  Miiton,  as  I  think,  prefixed  to  BoydoU's  grand 
editioa  of  the  poet.  I  like  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  execution 
4>f  Mr.  ii.'s  work. 
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Thus  late  (c)  where  })Overty  with  rapine  dwelt, 
Kumford's  kind  genius  the  Bavarian  felt. 
Not  by  romantic  charities  beguil'd. 
But  calm  in  project,  and  in  mercy  {d)  mild ; 
Where'er  his  wisdom  guided,  none  withstood. 
Content  with  peace  and  practicable  good ; 
Round  him  the  labourers  throng,  the  nobles  wait. 
Friend  of  the  poor,  and  guardian  of  the  state.  230 

Yet  all  shall  read,  (e)  when  bold  in  strength 
divine, 
Prelatic  virtue  guards  the  Christian  shrine, 

(c)  See  the  Experimental  Essays,  Political,  Economical, 
and  Philosophical,  by  Benjamin  Count  of  Rumfoud,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  I  hope  the  Directors  of  the  interior  Government  of 
this  country  will  have  the  sense  and  wisdom  to  profit  from  this 
most  valuable  and  important  work,  whose  truly  philosophic 
and  benevolent  author  must  feel  a  joy  and  self-satisfaction, 
far  superior  to  any  praise  which  man  can  bestow. 

((/)  A  distinguishing  feature  in  all  his  plans  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  idle,  the  abandoned,  and  the  wretched.  The 
mode  of  conferring  mercy,  and  apparent  kindness,  is  not 
always  mild  and  merciful.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  my 
readers  to  enlarge  on  this  virtue.  May  they  all  feel  experi- 
mentally, that  the  merciful,  in  the  true  sense,  shall  obtain 
mercy ! 

(c)  See  the  important,  convincing,  and  eloquent  Letters 
addressed  to  Thomas  Paincj  author  of  the  Age  of  Reason,  2d 

part, 
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Pleas'd  from  the  pomp  of  science  to  descend. 
And  teach  the  people,  as  their  hallowed  friend. 
In  gentle  warnings  to  the  unsettled  breast. 
In  all  it's  wand'rings  from  the  realms  of  rest. 
From  impious  scoffs  and  ribaldry  to  turn. 
And  Reason's  age  by  Reason's  light  discern; 
Refix  insulted  truth  with  temper'd  zeal. 
And  feel  that  joy  which  Watson  best  can  feel.  240 

True  Genius  marks  alone  the  path  to  life. 
And  Fame  invites,  and  prompts  the  noble  strife. 
Her  temple's  everlasting  doors  unbarr'd ; 
Desert  is  various,  various  the  reward  : 
No  little  jealousy,  no  ill-tim'd  sneer. 
No  envy  there  is  found,  nor  rival  feiu*. 


part,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Watson,  Bishop  of  Landaff. 
itjled,  "  An  Apology  for  the  Bible."  Every  person  wishes, 
that  the  Bishop  had  changed,  or  would  even  now  change,  the 
word  "  Apology"  to  "  Defence/'  or  any  other;  not  that  the 
word  *'  apology"  is  absolutely  improper,  but  because  the 
original  meaning  of  it  is  obsolefe.  To  write  such  a  book  as 
this  is  to  do  a  real  service  to  mankind.  A  cheap  edition  of  it  is 
printed,  and  it  is  hop.d  will  be  circulated  throughout  th» 
kingdom, 
I  think  that  his  '<  Defence  of  Revealed  Reliijiou"  in  two 

short 


232^ 

^Methiiiks  on  Babylon  fond  fancy  dreanis,        : 

Her  vale  of  willows  by  the  mournful  streams. 

Where  Hebrew  lyres  hung  (a")mute !  O'er  Sion'shill 

Blows  the  chill  blast,  and  baneful  dews  distil,  (^i^) 

short  Sermons  is  of  great  merit  and  of  general  utility .  Bishop 
Watson  shonld  often  write,  but  with  the  utmost  caution, 
accuracy,  and  consiJeratiou,  because  his  works  will  always 
be  read. 

I  would  also  particularly  recommend  the  perusal  of  the  Sixth 
tetter  of  the  Series  of  Letters  which  ihe  Bishop  addressed  to 
Mr.  Gibbon.  To  young  men  of  fashion  and  of  abilities, 
originally  good,  but  obscured  by  libertine  life  and  conversation, 
ft  will  be  peculiarly  serviceable ;  as  well  as  to  those  who  are 
led  astray  by  some  modern  pretended  discoveries  in  natural 
philosophy,  now  a  favourite  mode  of  iutrodacing  and  cufbrciag 
scepticism  and  infidelity. 

In  this  place  it  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  solemn  notice, 
that  when  Anaxagoras  reasoned  before  Pekicles  on  the 
ceconomy  and  order  of  the  universe,  and  the  phoenomena  of 
rature,  the  all-acc(jmplishcd  Athenian  was. led  by  the  philo- 
sopher into  a  sobriety  of  thought  and  a  settled  devotion.  It 
is   thus   expressed   in    the    p(<werful    language    of    Plutarch : 

(cc)  '■'  The  brinks  of  the  rivers  of  Babylon  were  so  thickly 

.^planted   with    willow  trees,    as  the   learned  Bochart  informs 

.  H«,   that  the    country  of  Babylon    was    thence  called.    The 

Vak   of   fViUozcs,    and  on   (hose    trees    were    SHspend4.-d   the 

Jyros    of    the    captive    Hebrews    neglected    and    unstrung." 

See 
*  Pint,  Vit.  Poricl.  p.  342.  vol.  1.  ed.  Bryan. 
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Bl€*t  be  the  charm,  that  sense  to  virtue  binds, 
The  social  sympathy  of  learned  minds,  25^ 

The  common  care,  the  universal  cause. 
And  all  tliat  piety  to  genius  draws. 

How  sweet  to  hear,  on  that  Parnassian  mount. 
Mild  waters  welling  from  the  favour'd  fount : 
Oh,  never  may  Castalia's  streams  divide 
From  Siloa's  brook,  and  Jordan's  hallow'd  tide  I 


See  Persian  Miscellanies,  by  AVilliam  Ou?eley,  Esq. 
4to.  p.  101.  abounding  with  learned,  pleasing,  and  curious 
information.  It  is  one  of  those  works,  Avhich  not  being 
adapted  to  general  reading  should  be  patronised  and  purchased 
by  men  of  fortune  and  education. 

I  beg  leaTC  for  the  same  reasons,  to  recommend  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Ma  price's  History  of  Hindostan  in  4to.  and  his  Indian 
Antiquities  in  8vo.  The  subject  is  indeed  in  the  region  of 
fancy  and  of  conjecture,  and  Mr.  M.'s  work  abounds  with 
both  :  but  such  erudition,  ingenuity,  and  unremitting  diligence, 
should  not  fail  of  an  honourable  reward.  Sint  hic  ctiam  sua 
praemia  laudi.     (See  also  P.  of  L.  Dial.  IV.) 

(dcF)  I  read,  with  the  greatest  concern,  the  following  passage 
in  the  very  learned,  ingenious,  and  venerable  Bishop  of  Worces- 
ter's Preface  to  the  quarto  edition  of  AVarburtoa's  Works, 
concerning  Dr.  Lowth,  one  of  the  greatest  men  whom  our  times 
"have  produced.  Dr.  Hurd  says ;  '*  Bishop  Lowth's  reputation, 
"  as  a  writer,  was  raised  chiefly  on  his  Hebrew  Literature,  as 
^'  displayedin  those  two  works,  his  Latin  Lectures  on  thcLIebrew 
"  poetry,   aud  his  English  version  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.     The 

"  former 
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But  hark,  what  solemn  strains  from  Arno's  vale* 
Breathe  raptures  wafted  on  the  Tuscan  gales !  2G0 
Lorenzo  rears  again  his  awful  head. 
And  feels  his  ancient  glories  round  him  spread ; 
The  Muses  starting  from  their  trance  revive. 
And  at  their  roscoe's  biddingj  wake  and  live,   [cj 


•'  former  is  well  and  clegantty  composed,  but  in  a  vein  of  critii 
**  aism  not  above  the  common  ;  the  latter,  1  think,  is  chiefly 
*'  valuable,  as  it  shews  how  litde  may  be  expected  from  Dr. 
*'  Kennicott's  Work,  and  from  a  new  translation  of  the  Bibltf 
•'  for  public  use."  Preface  to  Warburton's  Works,  4to.  edit, 
p.  94. 

The  necessity  of  any  observation  from  me  is  precluded  by  a 
tery  able  Letter  to  Bishop  Ilurd,  occasioned  by  his  Strictures 
en  Archbishop  Seeker  and  Bishop  Lowth,  by  a  member  of  the 
University  of  Oxford,  which  I  recommend  to  the  reader.  Itii 
one  of  the  few  pamphlets  nhich  should  be  preserved. 

(e)  See  *'  The  Life  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  called  the  Magni* 
•'  cent,  by  William  Roscoe,"  2  vol.  4to.  I  cannot  but  con- 
gratulate the  public  upon  this  great  and  important  addition  to 
Classical  History,  which  I  regard  as  a  phaenomenon  in  Litera- 
ture, in  every  point  of  view. 

It  is  pleasant  to  consider  a  gentleman,  not  under  the  auspice* 
of  an  university,  or  beneath  the  shelter  of  academic  bowers, 
but  in  the  practice  of  the  law  and  business  of  great  extent,  and 
resident  in  the  remote  commercial  town  of  Liverpool,  (where 
nothing  is  heard  of  but  Guinea  ships,  slaves,  blacks,  and 
Bcrchaudise,)  investigating  and  describing  the  rise  and  progress 
«f  every  polite  art  in  Italy  at  the  revival  of  learning  with 

acutGnc»s, 
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The   latian  genius  vindicates  his  state. 

And  proudly  hails  the  great  Triumvirate,  (/) 

Lords  of  the  lyre,  and  fathers  of  the  song. 

In  fancy's  order  as  they  pass  along. 

There  musing  deep  in  philosophic  groves. 

His  Tuscan  Academe,  {g)  Lorenzo  roves  ;        270 


acuteness,  depth,  and  precision,  with  tbe  spirit  of  the  poet, 
and  the  solidity  of  the  historian. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  terras  sufficient  to  express  my 
admiration  of  his  genius  and  erudition,  or  my  gratitude  for  the 
amusement  and  information  I  have  received.  I  may  add,  that 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Roscoe  procured,  from  the  libraries 
at  Florence,  and  many  of  the  various  inedited  manuscripts 
Avith  which  he  has  enriched  the  appendix  to  his  history,  was 
singularly  curious ;  not  from  a  Fellow  or  Traveller  of  the 
Dilettanti,  but  from  a  commercial  man  in  the  intervals  of  his 
employment. 

I  shall  not  violate  the  dignity  of  the  work  by  slight  objections 
to  some  modes  of  expression,  or  even  io  a  few  words,  or  to 
some  occasional  sentiments  in  the  Historian  of  a  Republic. 
But  I  recommend  it  to  our  country  as  a  work  of  unquestionable 
genius,  and  of  uncommon  merit.  It  adds  Ihc  name  of  Roscoe 
to  the  very  first  rank  of  English  classical  Historians. 

^MUSARLM   SPONDET   CHORUS,     ET   RoMANUS  ApOLLO.*  (1796. )l 

(/)  Dante,   Boccacio,  and  Petrarch. 

{g)  See  Mr.  Roscoe's  account    of    the    institution  of  the 
Platonic  Academy  at  Florence,    and  the  Platonic  fcstir a),  and 
the  eficcts  of  it.     Vol.  1.  p.  160,  &c.  &c. 
*  SulpicijB  Sat.  t.  ult. 


While  prophets  of  his  great  reviving  nam<?> 
From  isles  of  fragrance  and  Athenian  fame, 
Sages  and  Bards  in  chissic  pomp  appear  ! 
Bessarion,  (//)  and  Philelpho'g  (/)  form  severe; 
Marsilius  (A)  rob'd  in  olive,  Plato's  priest ; 
(/)  Janus  with  treasures  from  the  learned  East ; 
And  He,  who  from  Eleusis  flaming  bore 
The  torch  of  science  to  his  native  shore, 


(A)  Cardinal  Bessarion,  a  learned  and  eloquent  prelatPj 
Iiunour^^d  with  the  purjde  bj  Pope  Eugcnius  the  4th  in  1439. 
For  the  most  ample  account  of  the  restoration  of  Greek 
Jiferature  in  Italy,  the  reader  must  consult  the  learned  Hodius 
de  Graccis  lllustribus,  LipgujE  Graecae  Literarumque  humanio- 
rum  Instauratoribus,  which  may  easily  be  procured;  and,  if 
convenient,  Tiraboschi's  History,  which  is  voluminous. 
Tiraboschi  was  the  Librarian  at  Modena. 

(e)  Philelpho.  A  Profissor  in  various  sciences  in  different 
parts  of  Italy,  who  introduced  many  curious  Greek  INISS.  into 
that  country  ;  a  man  of  erudition,  but  turbulent  and  intractable 
inhistemper.  "  Ingenium  vagum,  multiplex,  volubile."  Soe 
also  the  Academic  des  Inscriptions,  torn  10.  p.  691—751. 

(k)  Marsilius  Ficinus,  the  great  discipl«  of  Plato,  whose 
doctrines  exclusively  occupied  his  attention,  or  rather  devotion, 
and  which  appeared  in  all  his  conduct  and  conversation. 

(l)  Janns  T.ascarls,  a  man  of  eloquence  and  politeness,  and 
of  imperial  descent.     He  was  a  literary  missionary  of  Lorenzo, 

and 
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Fam'd  Chrysoloras  ;  [m)  and  Landino  {?i)  bold. 
In  studious  shades  high  converse  form'd  to  hold; 
Politian,  {n?i)  chief  of  all  th'  enlighten'd  race 
In  Lydian  softness,   and  Horatian  grace ;  282 

Michael,  (o)  in  full  Pierian  pow'rs  erect. 
The  sculptor,  painter,  poet,  arcliitect. 


aud  brought  with  him  from  tic  cast  a  treasure  of  two  hnndrcJ 
manuscripts.  See  also  HocUiis  do  Grsecis  Illustribus,  p.  291. 
for  several  curious  particulars. 

{m)  Emanuel  Chrysoloras,  stiled  by  his  contemporaries,  the 
Patriarch  of  Literature,   principally  the  Graecian. 

(?j)  Christophero  Landino,  a  Professor  of  Poetry  and  Rhe- 
toric in  Florence,  a  writer  of  spirit  and  depth  of  knowledge; 
and  author  of  a  work,  once  celebrated,  called  the  '*  Dispiita- 
"  tiones  Camaldulenses,"  formed  on  a  plan  similar  to  the 
Tnsculan  disputations.  The  scene  is  supposed  to  be  a  monastery 
in  the  wood  of  Caraaldoli.  The  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Roscoe  is 
particularly  pleasing  and  judicious.     Vol.  1,  p.  103,   ke. 

(nn)  See  Mr.  Roscoe's  account  of  that  finished  and  polite 
scholar  and  poet,  Angelo  Politiano.  It  were  an  injury  to 
al) ridge  it. 

(y);  Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti.  I  wish,  however,  to  refer 
the  reader  again  to  Mr.  Roscoe,  v.  2.  p.  201,  &c.  who  gives 
animation  to  any  subject,  new  or  old;  for  I  know  not  how  it 
is,  but  it  seems  to  me, 

IIciC  AIt;S<E    INnULGENT    OMXES,     HUN'C  POSCIT  ApOLLO.* 

*  Yidae  Art.  Poet.  1.  1.  v.  327, 
R 
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Michael  to  Britain  dear,  so  Genius  spoke. 
When  his  last  praise  from  parting  (/;)   Reynolds 

broke ; 
And  all  whose  brows,  with  ivy  gracVl  or  bays, 
Brighten'd  their  leg's  visionary  days. 
Names  which  I  long  have  blest,  nor  blest  in  vuin ! 
Oh,  were  I  number'd  in  their  sacred  train,      S290 
To  realms  of  purest  light,  where  heroes  dwell. 
Her  bolder  notes  the  willing  Muse  should  swell 


{p)  In  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  final  address  to  the  Royal 
Academy,  as  their  President,  he  concluded  an  able  panegyric 
on  that  mighty  master,  by  saying  that  the  last  Mord  he  wished 
(o  pronounce  from  the  Chair  was,  "  Michael  Angelo."  It 
was  a  word  heard  by  the  audience  with  the  deep  silence  of 
regret.  It  absolutely  repairs  mc  to  talk  of  these  great  menr 
such  is  the  power  of  departed  genius! 

Far  pleasantor  to  mc  is  (he  language  of  commendation,  than 
the  tone  of  censure.  I  wish  to  expatiate  freely,  when  lean,  in 
the  groves  and  relreafs  of  the  wise,  the  virtuous,  and  the 
eminent,  with  philot.opliers,  and  statesmen,  and  poets,  and 
historians,  and  orators  of  highest  fame.  1  love  the  regions  of 
the  morning,  and  the  light  of  the  sun ; 

(a)  Horn.  Od.  L  12.  t.  S. 
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In  lyric  intonation,  grave  and  deep, 
Nor  dream  with  folly,  nor  with  dulness  sleep; 
To  Cowper  and  to  GifTord  leave  the  rod. 
For  songs  celestial,  and  the  Delian  God : 
Then  calmly  to  the  secret  mount  retire. 
Bid  Satire  glance  on  folly,  and  expire. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Give  me  my  Sabine  grove,  tir'd  Horace  cried ; 
For  Cumae  thus  the  great  Aquinian  sigh'd  ;     300 
But  when  w'ild  waves,  and  wars,  and  tempests  rage. 
Ah,  who  can  find  the  soft  Saturnian  age  ? 
'Tis  your's  awhile  to  frown  on  classic  toys, 

Black-Letter  (pp)  Dogs,  or  hoary  seventh-form  (q) 

Boys  ; 
Aw^hile  to  war  with  dunces,  fools,  and  knaves. 
Hirelings  of  state,  or  opposition  slaves, 
And  all  who  dare  profane  the  Muse's  dome: 
With  idle,  random  fierceness  they  may  foam. 


(jpp)  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  1.  (7)  Dialogue  3. 

K  2 
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None  shall  her  column's  stately  pride  deface  :  30^ 
T\ie  Snake  winds  harmless  round  the  marble  base,  [qq] 


(qq)  My  frieud  Octavius  means  by  this  allusion  to  observe, 
fhat  the  proper,  conslaut,  and  undcviating  application  of  time, 
learning,  and  talents,  must  ultimately  resist  the  malignity  of 
criticism,  and  rise  superior  to  temporary  neglect,  in  anjr 
department  of  literature,  of  government,  or  of  society. 

As  I  concluded  the  first  Dialogue  of  this  Poem  with  a 
sentence  from  Swift,  I  wish  to  recommend  another  from  that 
great  master  of  life,  as  obvious  perhaps,  and  as  little  attended 
to.     The  sentence  is  this ;   "  It  is  an  uncontrolled  truth,  that 

*'  NO   MAN  EVER  MADE  AN  ILL  FIGURE,    WHO  UNDERSTOOD  HIS 
*'  OWN   TALENTS,    NOR    A    GOOD    ONE,    WHO    MISTOOK    THEM." 


THE  JLND  OP  THE   THIRD  DIALOGUt. 
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DIALOGUE  THE  FOURTH  AXD  LAST. 


<l>«iV:TO  Je  TlfixiMio  WoXkj    itan   jiJif,-   A;^«iwy* 

AuTiJta   J'    f|    o^Eoj    xaTE^>i(7«To    ffanraXocVTOj. 

TPIS  jx-y  opsla-'  iwy,  TO  AE  TETPATON    Ixiro   TV/.fja;^ 

Atyccc,    jvfia    ^e  «    K^ura  ^auxra  BEN0ESI    AIMNHS 

Horn.  II.  13.  V.  10. 
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THE  PREFACE 


TO  THE  FOURTH  AND  LAST  DIALOGUE  {a) 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


i-'oMBRA  SUA  TOHNA  cii'era  dipartita  !  Dantc. 

"  Hear  his  speech,  but  saij  thou  nought.'* 

"  But  one  word  more  ;~" 
*'  lie  zcill  not  be  commanded  !'*  Macbeth. 


As  I  have  now  brought  my  Poem  to  the  conclusion 
which  I  intended,  it  is  proper  and,  as  I  think,  respecttul 
to  offer  some  considerations  to  the  public,  for  whose  use 
it  was  written.  No  imitation  of  any  writer  or  of  any  poem 
was  proposed,  unless  the  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
just  composition,  and  a  general  observation  of  the  finished 
models  of  classical  literature,  be  considered   as  such.     In 

R  4  the 

(a)  First  printed  in  July  1797. 
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the  Preface  to  the  First  Dialogue  I  said,  what  I  now  repeat, 
that  I  would  not  have  printed  it,  but  from  a  full  con- 
viction of  It's  tcfidency  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
My  particular  ideas  on  the  natuie  and  subject  of  Satire 
I  expressed  clearly  and  fully  in  the  Preface  to  the  Second 
Dialogue,  and  under  the  influence  and  impression  of  those 
sentiments  I  wrote  the  work.  I  have  since  enlarged  on  that 
subject  in  the  Introductory  Letter  to  this  Poem.  In  my 
Preface  to  the  Tliird  Dialogue,  feeiirfg  tlie  importance 
ot   my   subject  in   it's   various  branches,   I   asserted    that, 

••  Literature,  well  or  ill  con  lucted,  is  the  great 
"  ENGINE  by  which  all  civiiizfd  States  must 
*'  ultimately  be  supported  or  overthrown.'' 

I  am  now  more  and  more  deeply  impressed  wiih  this 
truth,  if  we  consider  the  nature,  variety,  and  extent  of 
the  word  Literature^ 

We  are  no  longer  in  an  age  of  ignorance  ;  and  Informa- 
tion is  not  partially  distributed  according  to  the  ranks,  and 
orders,  and  functions,  and  dignities  of  social  life.  All 
learning  has  an  index,  and  every  science  it's  abridgment.  J 
am  scarcely  able  to  name  any  man  whom  I  consider  as 
v^'holly  ignorant.  We  no  longer  look  exclusively  for  learned 
authors  in  the  usual  place,  in  the  retreats  ot  academic 
erudition,  and  in  the  seats  of  religion.  Our  peasantry  now 
read  the  Rights  of  Man  on  mountains,  and  moors,  and 
by  the  way  side  ;  and  shepherds  make  the  analogy  between 
their  occupation  and  that  ol  their  governors.  Happy  indeed, 
had  they  been  taught  to  make  no  other  comparison.  Our 
unsexed  female  writers  now  instruct,  or  confuse,  us  and 
themselves  in  the  labyrinth  of  politics,  or  turn  us  wild  with 
Gallic  frenzy. 


But  there  is  one  publication  of  the  time  too  peculiar, 
riiui  too  imporumt  to  be  passed  over  in  a  general  reprehen- 
sion. There  is  nothing  with  which  it  may  be  ci)mpared. 
A  legislator  in  our  own  parliament,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ot  Great  Britain,  an  elected  guardian 
and  defender  of  the  laws,  the  religion,  and  the  good  man- 
ners of  the  country,  has  neither  scrupled  nor  blushed  to 
depict,  and  to  publish  to  the  world,  the  arts  of  lewd  and 
systematic  seduction,  and  to  thrust  upon  the  nation  the 
most  open  and  unqualified  blasphemy  against  the  very  code 
and  volume  of  our  religion.  And  all  this,  with  his  name, 
style,  and  title,  prefixed  to  the  novel  or  romance  called 
*'  The  Monk."  [l^]     And  one  of  our  public  theatres  has 

allured 


•  (h)  "  The  IMonk,  a  llomance  in  three  volumes  by  ?,I.  Lc.vis, 
<<  Esq.  M.  P."  ])nn(cd  for  Bell,  Oxford-street.  At  first  I 
tfcought  that  the  name  and  title  of  the  author  were  fictitions, 
%nd  some  of  the  ])ublic  papers  huited  it.  But  I  have  been 
solemnly  and  repeatedly  assured  by  the  Bookseller  himself, 
tti^^  it  is  the  writing  and  publication  of  M.  Lewis,  Esq, 
.Member  of  Parliament.  It  is  sulFicieni.  for  me  to  point  out 
Chap.  7  of  Vol.  2.  As  a  composition,  the  work  v,  ouid  liavo 
bccabi'ttcr,  if  the  offensive  and  scandalous  passages  had  been 
emitted,  and  it  is  disgraced  by  a  diablerie  and  nonsense  fitted 
(Mily  iip  frighten  children  in  the  nursery. 

I  believe  this  Sevextii  Chapter  of  Vol.  2.  is  indiciablo  at 
Common  Law.  Fdunuul  Curl  in  the  first  year  of  George  Il» 
was  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  Gcn'jral  (Sir  Philip  Yorkc, 
afterwards  Lord  Ilardwiekc)  for  printing  two  obscene  bouks. 
The  Attorney  General  set  forth  the  j^^cwrai  obscene  passages, 
and  concluded,  that  "'  it  was  an  oficuec  agai.st  the  King's 
'^*  peace."     The  defendant  was  found  guilty   and  set  in  thqr 

<'  pUlory* 
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sllured  the  public   attention   still  more  to  this  novel,  by  a 


scenic 


<'  pillory."  SecStr.  788.  1  Barnardist.  29.  The  indictment 
(in  Mich.  Term,  1.  G.  II.)  begins  thus:  "  Edmund  Curl, 
*'  Existcns  homo  iniquus  et  sceleratus,  nequiter  machinans  et 
"  intendcns  bonos  mores  subditorum  hujus  regni  corrumperc, 
*'  et  eos  ad  nequitiam  induccrc,  qucndam  obscaenum  libelhtm 
'*  intitulat."  kc.  &c.— See  Sir  John  Strange's  Rep.  p.  777.  ed. 
1782.  In  two  or  three  days  after  the  point  had  been  solemnly 
argued,  and  the  judges  had  given  their  respective  opinions,  Sir 
J.  Strange  observes,  "  They  gave  it  as  their  unanimous  opinioriy 
"  that  this  teas  a  temporal  offence."  And  they  declared  also 
that  if  the  famons  case  of  the  Queen  against  Read  (6  Ann.  in 
B.  R.)  was  to  be  adjudged  {hif  them)  they  should  rule  it 
otherzcise;  i.  e.  contrary  to  Lord  Ch.  J.  Holt's  opinion.  The 
Judges  were  Sir  Robert  (afterwards  Lord)  Raymond,  For- 
tescue,  Reynolds,  and  Probj  n.  We  know  the  proccedingi 
against  the  book,  entitled  "  Memoirs  of  a  Woman  of  Pleasure." 
hy  John  Cleland. 

To  the  passages  of  obscenity  (which  certainly  I  shall  not 
copy  in  this  place)  Mr.  Lewis  has  added  blasphemy  against 
THE  SciiiPTUREs ;  /f  the  following  passage  may  be  considered  as 
such.  "  He  (the  Monk)  examined  the  book  which  she 
*'  (Antonia)  had  been  reading,  and  had  now  placed  upon  the 
*'  table.  It  icas  the  Bible.  '  How,'  said  the  Prior  to  him. 
*'  self,  '  Antonia  reads  the  Bible,  and  is  still  so  ignorant?' 
*'  But  upon  further  inspection,  he  found  that  Elvira(the  mother 
*'  of  Antonia)  had  made  exactly  the  same  remark.  That  jyrudeni 
**  mother,,  while  she  admired  the  beauties  of  the  Sacred 
*'  WHITINGS,  was  convinced,  that  unrestricted,  no  j'cading 
*'  more  improper  could  be  pcrinittcda  young  x^omun.  Many 
*'  of  the  narratives  can  only  tend  to  excite  ideas  the  zcorst 
**  calculated/or  a  female  breast ;  every  thing  is  called  roundly 
*'  and  plainly  by  its  own  name  3  and  tue  a.n.nals  of  a  brothel 

*'  WOt'LJ) 
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tcenic  representation  of  an  Episode  in  it.     '*    O   Procere* 

Ccnsore 

*'  UOULD  SCARCELV   FURNISH    A    GREATER  CHOICE  OF    INDECENT 

*^  expressions!!  Yet  this  is  the  book  which  young  -svomen 
*'  arc  recommended  to  study,  Avhich  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
"  children,  able  to  comprehend  little  more  than  those  passages 
*'  of  ichich  they  had  better  remain  ignorant,  and  zohich  but  too 
^^  frequently  inculcate  the  first  rudiments  of  vice.,  and  give 
*'  the  first  alurm  to  the  still  sleeping  passions.  Of  this  Elvira 
*'  was  so  fully  convinced,  that  she  would  ha,\c  prefer  red  [.utting 
*'  into  her  daughter's  hands  Amadis  de  Gaul,  or  the  Vaiiant 
*'  Champion  Tirante  the  White;  and  icould  sooner  have 
**  authorised  her  studying  the  Iczcd  exploits  of  Don  Gaiaor,  or 
*'  the  lascivious  jokes  of  the  Damzel  Plazerde  mi  vida."  (p.  247, 
248.)  *  &c.  I  state  only  what  is  printed;  it  is  fur  others  to 
read  it  and  to  judge.  The  falshood  of  this  passage  is  not  more 
gross  than  it's  impiety. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Woolston,  in  the  2d  of  George  II. 
for  blasphemous  discourses  against  our  Saviour's  miracles,  Avhen 
arrest  of  judgment  was  moved;  Lord  Raymond  and  the  whole 
Court  declared  they  would  not  oulFer  it  to  be  debated,  ichether 
to  write  against  Christianity  in  general  (not  concerniug  contro- 
verted points  between  the  learned,  but  in  general)  was  not  an 
offence  punishable  in  the  temporal  Courts  of  Common  Law. 
Woolston  was  imprisoned  one  year^  and  entered  into  a  large 
recognizance /or  his  good  behaviour  during  life.  Sir  Philip 
Yorke,   afterwards  Lord  Hardwicke,  was  Attorney  General  at 

the 

*  J  refer  to  the  third  edition  of  The  Monk;  for  it  must  never 
be  forgotten,  that  three  editions  of  this  novel  have  been  circu- 
lated through  the  kingdom,  without  «/?y  alieratiun  whatsoever, 
which  fear  or,  as  I  hope,  a  better  principle  has  induced  Mr^ 
Lewis  to  makc;  since  this  denunciation  was  first  published^ 
(1798.) 
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Oensore  opus  est,  an  Haruspice  nobis  ?*"  I  consider  this 
as  anew  species  of h^glslaiivc  or  Jtate-parricide. 

What  is  it  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  what  is  it  to  all 
those  whose  office  it  is  to  maintain  truth,  and  to  instruct  the 
rising  abilities  and  hope  of  England,  that  the  author  of 
The  Monk  is  a  very yovng  man?  That  forsooth  he  is  a 
jnan  of  genius  and  fancy  ?  So  much  the  worse.  That 
there  are  very  poetical  descriptions  of  castles  and  abbies  in 
this  novel  ?  So  much  the  worse  again,  the  novel  is  more 
alluring   on   that  account.      Is    this  a   time  to  poison  the 

waters 

V  ■.■^-»        -■■■      .  ■     ■         ■ ■—  —  —  ■—,■■,,-.,„      .^  .■■■■■iw.        ■  >■   —  ,      ,        iniiii 

ihe  time.  The  case  of  the  King  against  Annet,  -when  the 
Hon.  Charles  Yorkewas  Attorney  General,  (3d  of  Goo.  f  IT.) 
for  a  blasphemous  book  entitled  "  The  Free  Inquirer,  tending, 
"  among  other  points,  to  ridicule,  traduce,  and  discredit  the 
*'  HoLy  Scuu'TUREs,  is  well  known  to  the  profession."  The 
punishment  v.  ;is  uncommonly  severe. 

"Whether  the  passages,  which  I  have  cited  in  a  popular 
novel,  have  not  a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  younger  unsuspecting  part  of  the  female  sex,  by 
traducing  and di.ycrcditi?7g  THE  llohY  ScRivTVRZ9,  is  a  matter 
of  public  consideration.  "  This  book  goes  all  over  the 
*'  kingdom  :"  are  the  words  of  Judge  Reynolds,  in  the  case  of 
"E.  Curl.  "Wlial  Mr.  Lewis  hsm  ]n'mt<nl  publiclj/ zcith  his  name, 
that  I  siaic  publicly  to  the  British  Nation.  Few  will  dissent 
from  the  opinion  of  Lord  Ha)  mond  and  the  Court,  in  the  case 
of  Curl  above  staled,  as  reported  by  Strange  and  Earnardistou 
4o  this  effect;  "  Religion  is  part  of  the  common  lair,  and  there- 
*'"  fore  zchafever  /<■  an  qff'<:nre  against  that,  is  an  oWcncc  against 
*'  THE  CoMMox  Law."  With  this  opinion,  I  conclude  ihe 
note.     (1797.) 

*  Juv.  Sat.  % 
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waters  of  our  land  in  their  springs  and  fountains?  Are  we 
to  add  incitement  to  incitement,  and  corruption  to  cor- 
ruption, till  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a  return  to  vir- 
tuous action  and  to  regulated  life  ?  Who  knows  the  age  of 
this  author  ?  I  presume  very  few.  Who  does  not  know, 
that  he  is  a  Member  of  Parliament  ?  He  has  told  us  all  sc* 
himself. 

I  pretend  not  to  know,  (Sir  John  Scott  knows,  and  prac- 
tises too,  whatever  is  honourable,  and  virtuous,  and  dignified 
in  learning  and  professional  ability)  I  pretend  not,  I  say,  to 
know,  whether  this  be  an  abject  of  parliamentary  animad- 
version. But  we  can  feel  that  it  is  an  object  of  moral  and  of 
national  reprehension,  when  a  Senator  openly  and  daringly 
violates  his  first  duty  [d]  to  his  country.  There  are  wounds, 
and  obstructions,  and  diseases  in  the  political,  as  well  as  ia 
the  natural,  body,  for  which  the  removal  of  the  part  affected 
is  alone  efficacious.  At  an  hour  like  tliis,  arc  wc  to  stand  in 
consultation  on  the  remedy,  when  not  only  the  disease  is 
ascertained,  but  the  very  stage  of  the  disease,  and  its  speci- 
fic symptoms  ?  Are  we  to  spare  the  sharpest  instruments 
of  authority  and  of  censure,  when  public  establishments  are 
gangrened  in  the  life-organs  ? 

I  fear. 


(t/)All  members  of  the  legislature,  Peers  or  C^ommoiuMs, 
should  join  in  sentiment,  and  in  character,  with  the  Alheuiaa 
orator,  and  be  considered  as  speaking  to  their  country  in  these 

words:      "     Hjusi,-,     a;     Ufce,     KXi     rc.yOi      TTfoyi^uv    viro.^X'-'^-'     '*   '^'^ 


a 


iyinix;  TricTT-v;  ktX.     iEschia  :  Tfp»  nKf%-;:-o£»«»."     Scot,  11. 
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I  fear,  if  our  legislators  are  wholly  regardless  of  suck 
writings,  and  of  such  principles,  among  their  own  members^ 
it  may  be  said  to  them,  as  the  Roman  Satirist  said  to  the 
patricians  of  the  empire,  for  offences  slight  indeed,  when 
compared  to  these  ; 

At  vos  Trojugenae  vobis  ignoscitis,  et  qu3E 
Turpia  cerdoni  Volesos  Brutosquedecebunt.  [e) 

There  is  surely  something  peculiar  in  these  days ;  some- 
thing wholly  unknown  to  our  ancestors.  But  men,  how- 
ever dignified  in  their  political  station,  or  gifted  with 
genius  and  fortune  and  accomplishments,  may  at  least  be 
made  ashamed,  or  alarmed,  or  convicted  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion.  Before  that  tribunal,  and  to 
the  law  of  reputation,  and  every  binding  and  powerful 
sanction  by  which  that  law  is  enforced,  is  Mr.  Lewis  this 
day  called  to  answer. 

I  would  also,  in  this  place,  select  a  work  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  Divine,  for  that  animadversion  it  so  solemnly 
demands.  I  mean  the  Preface  to  the  Second  volume  of 
Dr.  Geddes's  Translation  of  the  Bible.  I  really  would 
not  trust  myself  to  criticise  the  Translation  itself,  after  I 
had  read  the  fifth  Chapter  of  Judges,  v.  30.  where  for  the 
words,  "  To  cstiy  man  a  damsel  or  two,"  Dr.  Geddes 
translates^  by  way  of  a  spirited  and  inviting  improvement, 
*•  A  Girl,  A  COUPLE  OF  GIRLS,  to  each  brave  man!"  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Doctor's  Bravery; 
but  1  intend  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  Pre- 
face alone,  which  is  very  extraordinary  indeed,  and 
by  no   means    in  the   spirit  which    the    sacred    writings 

recommend. 

(e)  Jut.  Sat.  8.  v.  181. 
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recommmend.  I  am  always  pleased  with  every  seriout 
attempt  to  elucidate  the  Scriptures,  and  am  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  acknowledge  the  merit  and  learning  ot  an  industrious 
and  ingenious  scholar.  But  though  I  differ  essentially  from 
Dr.  Geddes,  1  am  sure  I  shall  never  call  him  "  apostate, 
*•  infidel,  or  heretic"  in  general  terms,  as  he  knows  some 
persons  will  do;  (/j  but  I  may  oppose  an  opinion  to  an 
opinion. 

The  Cause  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not  a  trifling  cause; 
nor  is  it,  as  we  are  sometimes  told,  an  object  of  mere  classical 
criticism.  I  think  there  is  an  unbecoming  levity  in  the 
Doctor's  manner  more  frequently  than  I  could  wish,  and 
he  expresses  his  sentiments  in  language  not  easily  under- 
stood at  all  times,  nor  according  to  the  genius  and  common 
grammar  of  the  English  tongue.  But  his  meaning  and 
opinion  is,  that  "  the  Historical  Books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
*•  ment  were  not  divinely  inspired."  He  tells  us  (p.  12.)  of 
*'  a  partial  and  putative  inspiration,"  and  that  the  writers 
had  not  "  a  perpetual  and  unerring  sujiation.''  I  do  not 
quite  understand  the  terms,  as  they  are  too  sublime  for  a 
plain  Englishman,  but  I  suppose  they  are  very  fine,  and  I 
suppose  their  meaning  from  other  sentences  in  the  Preface- 
He  says  (p.  3),  that  "  The  Hebrew  Historians  wrote  thera 
*•  from  such  human  documents  as  they  could  find,  popular 
♦'  traditions,  eld  songs,  and  public  registers."  Singular 
materials  truly  for  divine  inspiration!  But  he  says  als(4, 
*•  I  venture  (and  it  is  indeed  venturing  a  great  deal]  I  venture 
**  to  lay  it  down  as  a  certain  truth,  that  there  is  no  intrinsic 
'•  evidence  of  the  Jewish  Historians  being  divinely  inspired; 
•*  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  style,  or  arrangement,  in  the 
'•  whole  colour  or  complexion  of  their  composition^,  that 

"  speaks 
(O  Preface,  p.  4. 
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•' speaks  the  guidance  of  an  unerring  spirit,  but  that  o«  tke 
•'  contrary,  every  thing  proclaims  the  idlhble  and  taiHng 
•'  writer."  (p.  5.)  Dr.  G.  declares  also,  "'Aher  reading 
••  the  Hebrew  writings,  and  finding  to  his  full  conviction 
"  so  many  intiinsic  marks  ot  talUbility,  errors,  and 
*'  inconsistency,  not  to  say  dozvnright  absurdity,"  (p.  11.) 
he  could  not  believe  their  inspiration,  even  it  he  were  taught 
it  by  an  angel. 

I  have  thus  introduced  the  reader  to  the  Doctor's  most 
explicit  opinion;  hut  I  will  also  present  him  with  his 
solemn  affirmation,  and  he  will  easily  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety, the  reasoning,  and  tiie  consistency  of.it.  "  I  valitr 
"  them  not  the  iess  (says  Dr.  Geddes)  because  I  deem  them 
^'  not  divinely  inspired."  (p-  12.)  11'  a  man  can  seriously 
assert,  that  the  Scriptures  inspired  by  God  (upon  that 
supposition  being  granted)  are  not  more  valuable  than  the 
productions  of  a  mere  fallible  wretched  creature  like  man, 
in  his  best  estate,  I  really  could  not  lose  my  time  in  argu- 
ment with  that  man  however  learned,  or  however  gifted. 
He  has  degraded  himself  from  that  rank  ot  literature  and 
of  sound  understanding,  which  gives  him  a  title  to  be 
answered.  Dr.  Geddes,  as  a  scholar,  should  re-consider 
his  character,  and  as  a  professed  Christian,  he  should  re- 
examine his  principles.  I  cannot  discuss  the  doctrine  of 
inspiration  in  this  place;  it  cannot  be  expected  that  1 
should.  But  the  tendency  of  all  the  proceedings  of  our 
scholars  and  guides  in  literature,  and  in  the  state,  and 
in  religion,  should  be  carefully  watched.  The  open  blas- 
phemy and  low  scurrility  ot  Thon)as  Paine  has  been  set 
«side  by  just  argument,  and  the  law  of  the  land  has  armed 

itself 
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itself  against  it's  effect  in  society,  [a)  Mr.  Lewis,  Member 
ot  Parliament,  has  attacked  the  Bible,  as  I  have  just  shewn, 
inanotherand  in  a  shorter  manner,  ■  l^)  blasphemous  a# 
far  as  it  goes,  and  tending  to  discredit  and  traduce  its  au* 
tiiority.  And  last  Dr.  Geddes,  a  Translator  of  the  Bible^ 
versed  in  the  original  language  and  in  the  Hebrew  criticism, 
has  now  begun  his  attack  also  on  the  historical  parts,  which, 
if  they  are  not  part  of  the  inspired  writings,  are  not  intitled 
to  the  name  of  sacred  Scriptures.  It  is  difficult  to  say,  wher^ 
these  attacks  will  end. 

The  times  indeed  are  so  precarious,  and  revolt  from  all 
authority  human  and  divine  so  frequent,  that  the  magistrate, 
the  satirist,  and  the  critic  have  an  united  office. 

^the  historical  parts  of  the  Bible  are  given  up,  another 
man  may  arise  and  object  to  the  poetical  parts.  These  will 
be  allowed  to  have  sublimity  and  dignity;  but  it  will  be 
asked;  Why  should  they  be  considered  as  inspired?  All 
poetry,  we  shall  be  told,  is  in  some  sense  inspired  ;  Homer 
and  ^schylus  and  Shakspeare,  and  why  not  the  Hebrew 
bards  ?  The  moral  portion  of  the  Scriptures  is  evidently 
full  of  wisdom  and  of  the  soundest  sense,  and  I  suppose 

we 


(a)  I  am  glad  io  bear  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  Mr. 
Erskine's  eloquent  dcc]ania*ion  in  the  court  of  K.  E.  in  the 
cause,  on  Newton,  Boyle,  Locke,  and  other  great  men,  the 
defenders  of  Christianity.  —  But  my  general  opinion  of  Mr. 
Erskine's  talent  for  writing  and  public  political  speaking  is 
very  different.  Westminster  Hall  is  bis  theatre.  We  might 
almost  say  :  Tunquam  in  pistrinuin  aliquoil  dctrudi  et  compingi 
videtur.  (bb)  (See  a  future  note  on  this  Poem,  Dial.  4.) 
(b)  In  "The  Monk,  a  Romance."   See  aboTe.      (bb)  Cic. 

de  Orat. 
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wc  shall  soon  hear  it  n)ay  be  the  work  of  a  philosopher,  and 
that  morality  is  not  matter  of  inspiration.  A  fourth  writer 
may  first  insinuate  zi<ilh  great  respect,  and  then  prove  that 
all  prophecy  is  ambiguous ;  and  that  the  prophecies  in  the 
Bible  may  be  conjectural,  and  therefore  no  reliance  can  be 
had  on  their  inspiration.  Lastly  we  may  be  loosely  and  in- 
discriminately told,  that  the  doctrinal  parts  are  so  much 
above,  as  well  as  contrary  [c]  to,  human  reason,  that  they 
could  not  come/rom  God. 

Thus  might  the  whole  fabric  vanish  into  air,  into  thin 
air  :  or  to  reverse  Mr.  Gibbon's  phrase,  thus  might  •'  the 
"  triumphant    banner   of  the   heathen    Capitol    be    again 

"  erected 


(c)  As  the  subject  is  so  important,  and  words  are  so 
frequently  misapplied  or  misapprehended,  it  is  always  of  use  to 
remember  the  words  Faith  and  Reason,  as  contradistinguished 
to  each  other.  Mr.  Locke  has  defined  them  with  a  clearness 
and  a  precision  which  can  never  be  exceeded,  and  which  should 
never  be  forgotten,  in  thought  or  in  conversation.  "  Reason, 
"•  as  contradistinguished  to  Fai/h,  I  take  to  be  the  discovery 
"  of  the  certainty  or  probability  of  such  propositions  or  truths, 
"  which  the  mind  arrives  at  by  deductions  made  from  such 
••'ideas,  which  it  has  got  by  the  use  of  it's  natural  faculties, 
"namely,  by  sensation  or  reflection.— P'aith,  on  the  other 
"  side,  is  the  assent  to  any  proposition  not  thus  made  out  bj 
*'  the  deductions  of  reason,  but  upon  the  credit  of  the  proposer, 
*'  as  coming  from  God,  in  some  extraordinary  way  of 
*'  communication.  This  way  of  discovering  truths  to  men  we 
*'  call  Revclation.^^  Locke's  Essay  on  the  H.  U.  b.  -4.  c.  18. 
An  attention  to  this  accurate  definition  would  prevent  all 
confusion,  and  oftentimes  very  idle  or  profane  jargon,  in 
conversation.  Mr.  Locke's  zchole  chapter  on  this  jubjecl 
should  be  generally  studied. 
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*•  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Church  of  Christ  "  Strll 
we  are  to  sit  silent,  still  we  are  to  hear  with  patience 
the  outrageous  presumption  of  man  before  his  merciful 
Creator!  while  "  The  World  and  it's  adorable  Author, 
his  attributes  and  essence,  his  power,  and  rights,  and 
duty  (1  tremble  to  pronounce  the  word)  be  all  brought 
together  to  be  judged  —  before  us."  [d]  We  are  to 
assemble  in  the  Temple  with  all  our  princes,  and  lords,  and 
potentates,  and  venerable  orders,  and  our  high  officers,  in 
all  the  gradations  and  dignities  of  our  state  and  hierarchy, 
till  some  Champion  of  anarchy  and  infidelity  be  brought; 
forth,  as  in  sport,  and  placed  between  the  pillars.  He  may 
bow  himself  with  all  his  might,  but  his  strength,   I  trust, 

will 


((/)  Dr.  Ogden's  Sermons,  in  Dr.  Hallifax's  edit.  vol.  1.  p.  2. 

There    Avas     something   peculiarly    amiable  in    the  kind   and 

disinterested  office  which  the  late  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,   Dr.- 

Hallifax,    undertook  in  the   viiidlcatioa  of  the  memory  and 

writings  of  two  great  men  (quales  et  quantos   viros!)  Bishop 

Butler  and  Dr.  Ogden.     It  will  be  an  eternal  honour  to  that 

very  acute,  learned,  and  most  judicious  prelate.     Cicero  shall 

speak  for  this  prelate;  for  no  man  once  better  understood  the 

strength   and  application  of  his  language  than  Dr.  Hallifax, 

when  he  filled  the  profe-sorial  chair  of  Civil  Law,    as   the 

Ulpian  of  his  day,  in  the  University  of  Cambri'.lge.     "  Idoneus 

mea     quidem    sententia,     priesertim     quum     et     Ipse    Ram 

aiiditerit    et  scribat  dc  mortuo;    ex    quo  nulla  susjiic'io  est 

amicitise   causa    eum    esse   mcntitum."     («)       What    such     a 

writer  as  Dr.  Hallifax  has  told,  who  would  tell  again?   I  only 

speak  in  honour  to    the  memory  of  a  Scholar,  whose  namcj 

and  high  attainments  in  science,  should  be  recorded.      T.  7*# 

ypaj    !crT*   &«yovrfcv. 

(a)  Cic.  dc  Clar.  Orat.  Sect.  15. 
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will  not  be  from  above;  he  will  **  feel  the  nature  of  the 
*'  pillars  whereupon  ihe  house  standeth  !"  I  speak  this  in 
general;  for  I  hope  there  is  no  necessity  to  apply  it  t© 
Dr.  Geddes,  or  to  any  such  scholar. 

It  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  Canon,  and  the 
inspiration,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  have  been 
examined  :  and  even  their  internal  evidence  has  often  taught 
a  different  lesson.  I  cannot  help  offering  one  suggestion, 
as  it  is  new  to  mc.  If  there  is  a  subject  in  the  Bible  which 
has  been  particularly  singled  out  for  profane  ridicule,  it  is 
that  of  Jonah  being  swallowed  by  the  whale  and  remaining 
in  his  belly  three  days  and  three  nights.  Yet  as  if  to  confound 
human  wisdom,  or  sagacity,  or  vanity,  and  as  an  eternal 
lesson  to  human  presumption  on  the  fitness  and  unfitness  of 
t/ie  subjects  of  inspiration,  The  Saviour  of  the 
World  thought  proper  to  choose  and  to  appropriate 
this  event  to  himself  [e],  "  Js  Jonah  was  three  days 
"  and  three  nights  in  the  whale's  belly,  so  shall  the  Son 
"OF  Man  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart 
"  of  the  earth !"(/) 

I  solemnly  protest,   I   have  no   other  object  \n  view  in 
whatever  1  have  written,  but  the  good   of  man  in  all  his 

best 


(e)  Sy,/xE»3v  lojva  iH  ITpo^JnTii!  are  the  very  words  of  Christ, 
Can  words  be  more  explicit  ?  Yet  a  German  professor,  J.  G. 
Eichhorn,  the  successor  of  the  great  Michaells,  thinks  it  justifi- 
able to  expel  the  prophetic  book  of  Jonah  from  the  present 
ciinon  of  the  Scripture.  See  his  German  Introduction  to  the 
Old  Tcbtamcut. 

(/)  St.  Matt.  c.  12.  v.  40. 
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best  interests,  complicated  as  they  are,  at  this  awful  and 
pressing  hour.  [l>)  Moie  is  ^(fHn  our  power  than  we  may 
even  imagine;  but  all  the  orders  of  the  state  must  unite 
vigorously  and  powerfully  in  their  specific  functions  to 
preserve  it.  The  priests  and  ministers  of  the  Lord 
must  also  stand  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and 
exert  themselves  "  before  their  eyes  begin  to  wax  dim  that 
they  may  not  see,  and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  goeth  out  in 
the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  the  Ark  of  God 
was!"  [U) 

We  have  reason  not  only  to  apprehend  tke  violation  and 
invasion  of  our  public  sacred  establishments,  by  our 
avowed  enemies,  but  we  must  guard  against  negligence  and 
desertion  in  the  very  posts,  where  watchfulness -and  resi- 
dence are  more  than  ever  required.  I  hope  we  shall  see  no 
new  experiments  in  the  Hierarchy  of  England.  Little  is 
to  be  expected,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  from  the  beauty^ 
without  the  vigour  and  spirit  of  holiness.  An  Archbishop 
or  a  Bishop  in  these  days,  (I  speak  generally  without  any 
particular  reference)  should  do  something  more  than  shake 
the  honours  of  his  head.  In  times  like  these,  must  no- 
thing but  the  damps  of  oblivion,  from  the  brow  of  a  metro- 
politan, be  shed  largely  on  the  provincial  dulness?  I  think 
not.  We  should  see  high  exertions  of  the  mind  in  high 
and  hallowed  places.  Where  learning,  influence,  discretion^ 
and  authority  are  united,  and  in  action,  much  may  yet  be 
accomplished. 

In  the  licentiousness  of  the  age,  the  lowest  Minister  of 
the   church  has  much  to  discharge.     There  is  encourage- 
ment 
(A)  <Julj  1797.)      (6*)  Sam.  b.  1.  c.  3.  v.  3. 
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ment  to  do  50.  I  think  there  is  still  a  general  dispositior? 
among  us,  to  nacnd  to  the  worrls,  tlie  writings,  and  the 
exan'iple  ot  conscientious,  and  well- instructed  Divines, 
■wlio  are  an  honour  and  a  support  to  tlieir  country.  There 
is  also,  and  there  should  be  now  more  than  ever,  an  honest 
indignaiipn  against  all  those  who  neglect,  vio'ate,  or 
pros' itute  the  great  office.  Surdv  'h>  re  is  no  asperity  in 
observing  generalh,  tl  at  tjiilug  at;  usenicnis,  in'proper 
placs,  light  and  ir:voIi  us  reading,  ci.nt  n  tal  field-sports, 
an'l  ttie  p<  rpetjal  dissii-auon  oS  high-viced  cities,  are  not 
th(  immediate  business  ot  a  Cicrgyrnan :  they  absolutely 
unfit  him  lor  liis  protcssion. 

Say,  if  svck  honours  bloom  around  his  head, 
ShdII  he  sit  sadly  by  the  sick  man's  bed 
To  raise  the  hope  he  feels  not,  and  with  zeal 
To  combat  lears,  which  e'en  the  pious  feci  ? 

If  we  proceed  to  the  supreme  dignities  of  the  Hierarchy, 
vft  shall  find  there  is  much  of  duty  m  the  sacred  office. 
Augustine  said  long  ago,  [a)  "  Episcopatus  non  est  arti- 
*'  ficium  transigendae  vitae."  I  remember  once  when  I 
pointed  oat  a  sentence  on  a  similar  subject  from  Eusebius 
to  A  MAN,  who  is  now  an  honour  to  a  most  important 
function,  his  heart  seemed  to  burn  within  him.  I  was  not 
fiurpiised.  To  men  of  high  and  consecrated  intellects,  who 
are  capable  of  receiving  the  sublimity  of  the  doctrine,  it 
must  appear  second  to  none  they  ever  read  or  felt,  for 
its  hallowed  dignity  and  the  splendour  of  the  diction.  To 
•uch   1    again  present  it.      "    Oi  on  tovJc   juetiovtej  toy   rpom)/, 

(a)  Augustia.  Epist.  58. 
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ffornjjLScri    rr,)i    -^v^VJ    ">    apavov    /ufTHvjivfy^svo*,    ux   nr^i;   ©:o(j    Toy    rut 
vxvTtcv    i^fiiKTt    hioy'    usrrp    ru     ttxvto;    ysvaj    I^piijuwo*    tw     £?r»    irayraw  ' 
©Ew,     •^vx'')^    div,izan    X£>ca&ap|w.;v*i?,     ofOo»j     dbyjuWKTJV     «>.»!&;??      it/tr.Csjaf, 
x*t    TCtj    k«t'    ap-T>)>      spyoif    t;     xk*    Aoyo»?,     ctj    to     ©  »ow     cfiXsa/xsvo*, 
Trv  ywsp  iT^oiv  avTwy,   xxi  Tav  (r^»cr»v  r.jjLcy.yxy,   avoTikao-iv  Jfpy^y»«y,'*    (6) 

When  we  read  iuch  passages  as  these,  and  think  of  the 
state  of  the  world  and  it's  transitory  glories,  it  is  difficult 
not  to  feel  the  words  of  Erasmut  in  one  of  his  Epistles; 
"  Saltern  inihi  detur  in  sacris  Uteris  tranqiiille  conscnescere!" 

Much  may  be  yet  effected  by  the  sacred  Consistory  for 
the   public   good,  through  each  gradation  of  the  Ministry. 

I  am  indeed  earnest  and  vehement  in  my  desire  and 
endeavour  that  all  persons  of  literature  and  good  sense, 
and  lovers  of. their  country,  should  be  convinced  to  what 
end  we  may  at  last  be  conducted,  if  we  are  not  aware  of  our 
danger.  When  1  consider  theyz^/wr<r  condition  of  Europe 
under  the  revolutionary  tyranny  of  France,  in  principles, 
morals,  and  government,  I  muse  upon  the  awful  strain  of 
the  Florentine  poet : 

Si  trapassamroo  per  sozza  mistura 

Dell  'ombre  e  deila  pioggia,  a  passi  lenti, 

Toccando  un  poco  la  vitafutura  !   (c) 

The  objects  of  public  regret  and  offence  are  noiv 
JO  numerous  and  so  complicated,  that  all  the  milder 
offices  of  the  Muse  have  lost  their  influence  and 
attraction.     It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  scarce  a  subject 

in 

(6)  Euseb.  Demonstrat.  Evang.  lib.  1.  sect.  8. 
(c)  Dante  Inf.  Cant.  6. 
S  4 


260 

in  literature  can  be  interesting  without  the  science  and 
matter  ot  politics,  which  j^ive  a  colour  to  our  very 
thoughts.  [J)     We  are  borne  clown  with  a  force  not  to  be 

resisted 

(./  )  "  Qnibus  O'Cupaius  et  vhscsaus  animus  quantulum  loci 
*'  bonis  artibui  relinquit!"  Dialog,  de  Oratoribus,  C.  29.  I 
cannot  resist  giving  an  opinion  at  this  time.    (July  1797.  J 

My  prime  objection  to  any  proposed  Ministry  of  Mr.  Fox 
and  his  adherents  is  this;  I  believe  their  iiiinciples  are  /oo 
popii'ar  for  the  good,  the  safely,  or  perhap  for  the  existence, 
of  thi^  country,  under  it's  pr<'sent  constitution.  I  believe,  that 
their  design  is  to  throw  such  a  wight  of  power  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  bi/  means  of  a  Reform,  as  would  ultimately  mouhl 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  not  morcly  into  a  resemblance, 
but  into  the  actual  form  and  rola  ive  power  of  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  and  the  Council  of  Ancients.  I  am  also  of 
opinion,  that  the  authority  and  influence  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  would  bo  reduced  far  below  that  which  is  lodged 
at  present  in  the  Executive  Directory  of  France,  (a)  I  think 
the  proposed  Reforms  lead,  beyond  a  controversy,  to  this  issue. 

I  conceive,  that  a  great  Personage,  in  the  case  of  a  change 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  Ministry,  must  be  apprehensive,  to  tinhorn  he  is 
to  be  delivered,  and  to  n'hut  he  may  be  reduced.  'Vhe pride  of 
a  statesman's  understanding,  like  Mr,  Fox's,  in  the  plenitude 
of  dignity,  will  ovcrboar  all  ideas  of  a  balance  of  power  in  the 
orders  of  ihe  >tate,  and  of  the  safety  of  the  country,  upon  it's 
ancitnt  principles.  He  has  declared  his  opinion;  he  must  not 
re 'cde.  All  will  be  sacriliLed  to  that  pride  in  a  moment  of 
phrcnzy. 

The  examples  of  every  state,  nation,  and  city,  subdued  by 

French  arms,  French  principles,  and  French  treachery,  are  to 

be  weighed  well,  as  an  awf.il  warning  in  this  kingdom,    which 

may  j/et  be  preserved.     The  encroachments  of  suck  a  statesman, 

as  Mr.  Fox,   (paramount  as  he  is  in  ability  and  in  political 

eloquence 
(fl)  July  1797, 
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resisted,  when  our  very  exisience,  as  a  nation,  under  our 

ancient. 


eloquence  pL/'Aa/js  beyond  any  man)  arc  to  be  watch.-d  and 
resisted  by  all  who  think  soberly,  and  are  independent  of 
party.  Vet,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Fux  neither  could,  nor 
■trould,  satisfy  the  raving  and  tyrannical  ideas  of  florae  Tooke 
and  the  Fi  ench  crew.  They  would  make  use  of  him  to  a  certaia 
point,  th  n  declare  him  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  shortly 
conduct  him  to  the  scaflTold.  "  Corpora  iente  augescuut, 
*'  ciTO  extinguuntur.^*  («)  The  security  of  property,  public 
and  private,  isshakcn  by  the  proposed  system,  and  a  Revolu'iou 
(which  weneverj/e/  have  known  but  in  mere  narae^  might  thro 
be  at  hand.  For  what  was  the  Rf.volution  in  168S,  but 
the  preservation  and  solemn  recognition  of  the  Hereditartf 
Monarch^/  of  this  Realm,  and  of  all  its  a.icient  laws  and 
government?  These  are  the  Revolution  Principles^  which 
Britons  are  called  upon  to  maintain  unshaken,  unaltered,  and 
unimpaired. 

A  government  which  once  relaxes,  is  not  easily  recalled  to 
the  vigour  of  it's  ancient  principles.  We  have  among  us 
statesmen  of  determined  and  of  true  patriotism,  and  this  final 
misery  may  yet  be   prevented.     We  have  a  King,    who  has 

courage,  virtue,  and  firmness.   Of  his  ]Minister,  the  Kight  lion. 

Wm.  Pitt,  I  have  given  my  opinion  often  in  another  place ;  I 

have  not  altered  my  sentiments. 
I  certainly  cannot  say  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

•with  the  great  Satirist  under  Louis  the  14*h, 

*'  Que  m-i  viie  a,  Colbert  inspiroit  I'a'lesresse."  (b) 

I  speak,  a-.d   I  have  spoken,  most  impartially  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  am  neithi^r  for  a  proscription  of  any  political  talents,  nor  for 

an  hereditary  claim  to  the   public  office  of   Prime  Minister. 

But  if  the  principles  of  any  statesman  are  such,  as  to  induce  a 

feal  and  effectual  change  in  the  government,  that  statesman 

should 
(«)   Tacit.  Agric.  ap.  init.  {h)  Boilcau,  Ep.  10. 


ancient  laws,  and  constitution,  and  establishments,  has  been 
reniieied  dubious. 

I  would 


ihould  not  l)e  admitted  to  rule.  If  the  ancient  and  established 
principles  of  tiie  English  constitution  are  maintained,  a  Prime 
jV'Iinisicr  may  conduct  public  affairs,  even  wifh  a  medioerity 
of  talents.  It  is  neither  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  Lord  Lansdown,  nor 
Mr.  Fox,  nor  Mr.  Grey,  who  are  necessary  to  the  function. 
But,  by  the  disastrous  consent  of  the  whole  r-iation  and  it's 
Parliament,  thinking  rightly,  proposing  soundly,  and  meaning 
honestly,  arc  nothing  itithotit  speaking  well. 

Let  me  add  a  word  or  two  on  a  subject  not  quite  foreign  io 
Ihisnofe.  The  example  of  a  very  learned  and,  in  my  o]iinion, 
of  a  very  virtuous  and  honourable  man,  to  whom  the  country  is 
under  much  obligation,  Mr.  Reev:s,  Avill  deter  any  man 
from  volunteer  effusions  in  favour  ofaiy  Minister.  It  would 
not  be  amiss,  to  be  sure,  if  Mr.  R.  or  any  other  writer,  would 
read  Aristotle  and  Quin'ilian  on  tropes  and  mefaphors,  before 
he  adorns  his  native  language  with  all  the  richness  of  imagery, 
and  exerts  tht'  command,  which  nature  gives  him,  over  the 
figures  of  speech.  Trunco,  nou  frondibus,  ejficit  nmbram. 
For  my  own  part,  when  his  pamphlet,  "  The  Thoughts  on  the 
"  English  CoTcrnment,"  was  published,  I  never  felt  more 
indignation  than  when  I  saw  this  gentleman  ungenerouslj/  and 
shamrfullij  abandoned,  and  given  up  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  II.  of 
Commons  to  the  malice  of  his  avowed  eni'mics,  and  to  a  crimi- 
nal prosecution  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  lie  was  solemnly 
accjuitted  of  any  libellous  intentions;  but  his  language  was 
imprudent:  he  fell  a  victim  to  metaphorical  luxuriance  and 
state-botany.    («) 

It 
(ff)   See  '•  Thoughts  on  the  English   Government,"    p.    12 
and  13,  for  Mr.  Reeves's  Simiie  of  the  Constitutional  Tree  and 
it's  Branches. 
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I  would  particularly  recommend  the  serious  perusal 
of  till'  account  given  by  Thucydides  o\  the  democratic 
sedition  in  Corcyra.  The  reader  would  be  convinced, 
tJiat  the  Same  peculiari'ies  maik  all  popular  seditions  and 
insurrections,  tiie  s^ime  pretexts,  and  the  same  m>  tives.  The: 
insurgents  declate  the  friends  of  the  lawful  and  established 
government  enemits  lu  the  popular  leprescntaiion  and 
interest.  Some  of  these  insurgents  have  private  enmitie* 
to  revenge,  and  others  have  debts  to  Cdncel.  Death  is  the 
univt-isil  solvent,  fjj  1  he  historian  observes,  that  they 
held  h/rth  either  the  specious  offer  of  greater  equality  of 
power  among  the  cit  zens,  or  a  frore  temperate  form  of  aris- 
tocracy, or  some  staie-expediciu  Vrtrying  with  the  hour; 
but  each   leader  in  reality   had    his   own   private  views  of 

ambition. 


It  was  the  deep  and  important  observation  of  Aristotle; 
Ev  fjn-roc^opuv  Ecrnv  ev  ©soipfjv  See  also  the  tenth  chapter  of 
AiistotleN  Rhetoric,  book  S.  De  Urbanifi  Metaphoris,  or 
iTFpi  Tftiy  «3"T5»iv,  x«t  Twy  ■:v^oKifjiii'niiiv'  which  I  recommend  to  all 
political  writers  and  speakers.  Those  srea^  critics,  Messrs. 
Fox  and  Sheridan,  dilTtrod  however  c-sentally  from  Aristotle  in 
this  point,  in  their  Conmenta  i>s  read  publicly  in  the  H.  of 
C  on  this  text:    Tm  Mara^opoiv  wScKt^a-i  ucc\htt»  dt  kxtix  ccvscXoyixr. 

ib)  (n{)7.) 

(ff)    Hear  the  great  Historian  :    Trjv  /xf»  airjixv  srj^^povr??  tok 

fiOKTUv  (r^icty  o^iXo/xEv&iK  fVo  Tuv  Aa^ovruy.      L.  3.  Sect.  81. 

(b)  Arist.  Rhet.  1.  3.  c.  10.  sect.  3. 
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ambition,  or  oF  power,  or  of  riches,  but  accommodated  his 
speeches  to  the  prevailing  humour  of  the  day.  (g) 

This,  as  we  all  know,  has  been  transacted  step  by  step 
upon  a  great  and  tremendous  scale  in  France.  The  Italian 
and  Belgian  states  are  following  them  with  headstrong 
and  inluriate  revolution.  We  have  indeed  more  to 
PRESERVE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  CoUNTRY  under  heaven; 
and  we  may,  by  wise  regulations,  hereafter  restore  even 
the  finances  of  the  state.  We  must  never  forget  that  the 
stability  of  our  present  Constitution  is  the  sole  stability 
of  all  property,  public  and  private.  I  speak  from 
awful    and    trembling    conviction.   Our  Ruin   can  be 

IFFECTED     UY     POLITICAL     ReFORM     ALONE*,     and     OUr 

Enemies  at  home,  and  in  France,  know  that  1  speak 
the  truth.  We  in  Great  Britain,  who  are  yet  in  a  con- 
dition to  preserve  ourselves,  see  and  read  and  feel  these 
things.  The  grant  of  one  demand  leads  necessarily  to  ano- 
ther, when  any  material  alteration  in  a  state  or  govern- 
ment is  conceded.  If  the  second  is  refused  after  the  first 
has  been  gianted,  we  are  then  told,  that  there  is  a  want  of  con- 
sistence in  the  plan,  and  that  it  were  moreadviseable  to  have 
kept  the  state  as  it  was,  than  to  admit  only  a  partial  reform. 

We 

{g)  Hear  Thiicydides  again  in  his  own  language.     Ot  £v  t*k 

koXectw  TTfOTTavrE,  fjnr  ovojjiocro^  Ixxaroi  Et/TrpsTa?,  xXriQZ;  lo-ovo^iaij 
ir&XiTDtnc,  KXi  AfKryoKfctTix^   cujyfom^  TrfouiJLritrn  rx  f/.-v  x.oiv*  Xoyi;    &=pa. 

xt/  ciKxm  KXi  T>i  TTcX;*  |y/x^opy,  ffpjTtS=vT:f,  ej  ^3  to  iKXTifoii  Tra  am 
r,iovtiv  i-^pv  opj^ovTEj,  xa»  n  p.-Ta  -i^n^ti  «djx«  -AXTXymcnu)^ ,  r,  ;:^'»pt  x.ru^imt 
TO    xpatT!»v,    jTOJ^o*    rio-«v     ttiv    avTua,    ^jXovcix»«v   E^9r«^irA»>'«4.      L.  3. 

Sect.  82. 
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We  surely  cannot  be  said  to  be  duped  and  fooUd  by 
Reformers,  without  warning  from  history  and  from  ex- 
perience. The  constitutional  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  now  be  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  a  Modera 
Reform  in  any  state  of  Europe.  The  greater  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  the  greater  the  fury  of  the  Revolutionists. 
Pindar   was   a   poet  and   a   statesman ;  he  said,    Axfos-MtT^ 

Ipft'Twy  o|yTEf«*    |uaA«»."* 

A  man  of  a  poetical  mind  either  wanders  Into  futurity, 
or  recals  the  images  of  other  times  and  of  other  empires. 
He  can  sometimes  even  descend  into  the  regions  of  terrific 
fable,  and  give  to  his  own  country  the  sentiments  and  pas- 
sions of  antiquity ;  he  can  body  forth  contending  parties 
which  are  no  more,  of  the  virtuous  and  the  valiant,  of  the 
wicked,  the  desperate,  and  the  frantic.  At  such  an  hour  as 
the  present,  and  with  the  objects  which  we  see  and  hear  and 
feel,  with  the  exultation  of  the  bad,  and  the  dejection  of 
the  good,  and  the  labours  of  great  statesmen  to  preserve 
us  from  jinal  misery,  can  we  forbear  to  contemplate  tho 
picture  drawn  by  that  poet,  whose  only  Muses  were  Caesar* 
and  Brutus,  and  Cato,  and  the  Genius  of  expiring  Rome.t 

Tristis    FELICIBUS    UMBRIS 

Vultus  erat\  vidi  Decios,  natumque  patrcmque, 
Lustrales  bellis  animas,  Jlentemque  Camillum. 
Abruptis  Catilina  minax  fractisque  catenis 
Exultat,  Mariique  truces  nudique  Cethegi, 
Vidi  ego  laetantes,  popularia  nomina,  Drusos 
Legibus  immodicos,  ausosque  ingeniia  Gracchos. 
i^ternis   chalybum  nodis,  et  carcere  Ditis 
Constricia:  plauseremanus,  campos^UE  piorum 
POSCIT   TURBA    NOCENS!    {gg) 

The 
*  Nem.  Od.  U.  f  Lucan.  Pharsal.  L.  S.  v.  781. 
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The  present  Poem  was  not  composed  for  a  trivial  pur^ 
pose,  nor  without  mature  thuught.     It  is  the  fruit  and  study 

of 

(gg)  In  the  great  question  of  a  Ileform  in  Parliaincut  (i.  e. 
•in  the  House  of  Commons)  I  Cirtainly  do  not  mean  to  caU 
the  Ministerial  ground  figuradvely  the  Campi  Pionirn;  but  I 
call  the  Constitution  of  England,  and  it's  defenders,  in  or  out 
of  Parliament,  by  that  name.  Nor  would  I  by  any  means  rank 
the  gentlemen  of  opposition  with  the  Tiirba  nocens.  That 
turba  nocens  are  tlie  levellers  and  the  partisans  of  democracy 
and  revolution.  But  the  licence  of  poetry  we  are  told  is 
considerable,  if  as-umed  with  modesty.  The  question  itself  has 
nothing  to  do  with  invention,  though,  as  I  think,  mnch  fiction 
is  employed  in  the  support  of  it.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
outset  there  is  a  fiction,  or  a  deceit. 

We  are  told,  we  must  recur  to  the  original  principfe  of  the 
II.  of  Commons;  the  princij)Ie,  as  I  suppose,  on  which  it  Mas 
founded;  and  that  principle  is  declared  to  he  popular  in  the 
modern  sense  of  that  word.  In  this  argument  historical  truth 
1s  not  asserted;  I  Avould  maintain,  that  it  is  violated;  it  is 
contrary  to  matter  of  fact.  The  very  origin  of  the  House 
itself  (the  best  antiquaries  will  tell  you  so)  is  rather  doubtful. 
The  more  remote  your  enquiry,  the  greater  the  demonstration 
of  it's  original  weakness,  nay  (1  say  it  with  grief)  of  it's- 
political  insignificance  ;  it  was  a  Council,  which  grew  out  of  a 
greater  Council.  I  will  not  insult  my  reader  with  information 
on  the  subject;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  plain  historical  knowledge 
that  it's  powers,  it's  functions,  it's  freedom,  and  it's  conse- 
quence  have  been  all  progressive  to  a  certain  period.  That 
period  was  the  Revolution  (as  if  is  foolishly  and  improperly 
called)  in  1688.  'At  that  asra  the  House  of  Commons,  under 
the  Old  Whigs,  attained  to  the  consummation  of  it's  glory,  and 
to  the  fulness  of  it's  dignity.  As  I  here  speak  of  the  original 
priaciplc,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  subs'cqucn  corruptions. 

I  musjt 
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of  an    independent  and   disinterested    life,  passed    without 

the 

I  must  own,  I  do  not  wish  for  the  famous  Roman  plite  of 

brass;   I  am  for  no  unqualified  Lex  Rcgia :  *   lot  it  rest  in  the 

Ca{)itoline  ^lusciim,  that  splendid  elTort  of  Michael  Angelo.    I 

abhor  abject  servility  and  all  it's   monuments.;    and  I   never 

wished,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  now  wish,   to  see  any  Senate  divest 

itself  of  all  power.     I  would  not  see  a  Vespasian  in  any  country 

make  and  repeal  laws,  or  exercise  unlimited  authority,  without 

the  advice  and  consent  of  a  well-constituted  Senate:    1  would 

rather  say, 

''  Aspice  gcntera, 

Romanosque  fuos;  poscas  genus  /n^/e  Latinum, 

Non  Byzantinosprocercs,  Graiosque  Quiritos'/' 

I    venerate  the  institution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 

would  preserve  it  with  my  life;  but  I  ihall  raise  up  no  tree. 

trunk,   or  branches,  for  a  fatal  simile,  like  Mr.  Reeves.     I 

look  for  no  pasture  in  the  fields  of  ministers  or  of  booksellers ; 

I  would  not  be  turned  out  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  to 

graze   on   the    verdant  lawns    of  the   King's    Bench,     (once 

intended  for  the  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland  +  );  nor  would  I 

be  reduced  to  grub  and  delve  in  Mr.  Pitt's  Straic-yard.     I 

neither  recur  to  Montesquieu  nor  io  Machiarel :    I  want  not 


*  See  a  Dissertation  "  de  iEnea  Tabula  Capitolina  Romae 

'*  1757."     Heineccius  and  Gravina  also  published  this  '•  Lev 

"  Regia,"     It  may  be  read  at  full  length  in  Gruteri  Inscript : 

Antiq.    By  this  Law  the  Roman  Senate,  in  the  most  abject  stile, 

OM//io;-/.sec/ Vespasian  to  make  and  re))eal  laws,  to  declare  peactt 

and  war,   and  to  exercise  every  act  of  an  absolute  soverelgnj 

without  waiting  for  their  conse;it,  or  even  asking  tiitir  advice. 

Thib  authority  however  v\as  not  granted  to  all  the  Emperors 

indiscriminately;   they  selected  (before  Vespasian)  Augustus, 

Tiberius,    and  Claudius.      1   leave   the   rcudvr    to   hi^i    o».  a 

reflections. 

+  Mr.  Reeves. 
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the  incumbrance  of  a  profession,  or  the  embarrassment  of 

business. 

to  be  toUi  by  tlie  former,  that  "  our  system  was  found  in  the 
woods;"  nor  to  hear  from  Signor  Machiavcl  and  Mr.  Fox, 
that  "  Sfates  may  gruzo  out  of  shape,'" 

Such  were  the  words  of  Mad  javel  oiled  hy  Mr.  Fox  in  tlie 
H.  of  C.  on  May  '26,  1797,  in  his  speech  on  the  Reform  of  Par- 
liament. The  founders  of  the  French  Republic,  and  the  ilc- 
founders  of  it  (for  it  has  bven  founded  ihree  times  already)  seem 
tdicnys  (o  have  had  Machi;ivcl'.'>  Disrourscs  on  Livy  in  their 
Tiew.  lie  says,  that  if  any  power  or  powers,  (princes, 
warriors,  or  dmiagogues)  take  or  subdue  any  city,  province, 
or  realm,  "  thcij  should  makii  all  things  neio  in  the  state.^* 
The  words  are  most  particular:  "  Fare  ogni cosa  di  nuovo  in 
**  quello  stato,  nelle  Citta  farenuovi  govcrni  con  nuovi  nomi, 
*' con  nuova  au(orit(i,  con  nuovi  uomini,  fare  i  poveri  ricchi, 
**  dihfare  delle  Tcccliie  citti,  cambiaregliabitatori  da  iin  luogo 
**  ad  un  altro,  e  in  somma,  non  lasciare  cosa  niuna  intatta,  e 
•'  che  non  vi  sia  ne  grado,  ne  ordlne,  ne  stato,  ne  richezza, 
*'  che  cbi  la  ticnc  non  la  kicoxosca  da  te  1"*  The  French 
have  religiously  observed  the  advice. 

IVe  are  told  in  the  II.  of  C.  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  authority  of 
Machiavcl  is  great.  In  my  opinion,  all  Tyranny  is  uni- 
form IN  it's  maxims.  But  the  Signori,  Machiavcl  and  Fox, 
■till  tell  "S,  that  "  States  may  grow  out  of  shape."  For  my  own 
part  indeed,  I  would  rather  find  a  system  in  the  woods,  than 
in  modern  France;  and  I  do  not  look  for  a  new  political 
Dancing  Master,  every  time  there  is  a  twist  in  the  body. 

To  hear  Mr.  Fox,  as  I  perpetually  do  in  the  House,  one  would 
really  thinkhcwasarivalto  Vestris  orDidelot.  Hehas  been  long 
trying  his  art,  and  giving  lessons  to  Mr.  Pitt  gratis.  That  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman's  gait  however  still  continues  as  auk- 
ward  and  stiff  as  usual ;  he  will  not  bend.    A  graceful  bow  is  not 

his 
*  Machiavcl.  Discorsi.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  2(5, 
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business.     It  was  not  intended  merely  to  raise  a  smile  at 


folly 


his  ambition,  and  Mr.  Fox  dances  before  him  every  day  w  itliout 
the  least  effect.  Mr.  Fox,  I  believe,  is  of  the  opinion  and 
principle  of  Monsieur  Marcel,  the  famous  dancing  master  in 
Queen  Anne's  reign,  who  said,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was 
made  Prime  Minister,  "  He  was  surprised,  and  could  not  tell 
*'  what  the  Queen  could  see  in  him,  for  his  own  part  he  never 
"  could  make  any  thing  of  him."  To  be  sure  Mr.  Pitt  is  every 
da,y  ^placed  betzceen  the  dancing  master  and  his  man,  but  he 
has  not  yet  learned  grace  from  Mr.  P'ox,  nor  wit  from  Mr. 
Sheridan. 

Indeed  I  have  been  informed  that  the  three  celebrated  Dancers 
and  Ballet-masters,  Messrs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey,  are  pre- 
paring a  new  Serious  Divertissement,  or  Pas  de  Trois,  with  nc^7 
scenes,  dresses  and  decorations,  called,  "  Le  Directoiuk 
Executif."  If  it  can  be  got  up  time  enough,  it  Mill  b« 
brought  forward  this  season;  but  as  there  is  a  nccesjity  for  a 
rc-inforcemcnt  of  the  troop  from  Paris,  it  is  feared  the  old 
dance  must  continue  to  the  end  of  this  season,  June  1797. 
It  is  proposed  that  light  should  be  thrown  on  the  stage  in  a 
tptite  nezo  manner;  but  the  Ballet-Masters  will  suffer  no  persons 
to  be  on  the  stage,  or  to  view  the  machinery  behind  (he  scenes. 
Lord  Galloway  and  Lady  Mary  Duncan  have  expressed  their 
approbation  of  this  rule,  so  much  for  the  interest  of  the 
Grand  Opera;  though  the  noble  Earl  is  contented  with  the 
present  Grand  Ballet -Master.     (June  1797.) 

On  a  kindred  topic  I  would  observe  to  the  classical  reader 
another  singular  circumstance  in  ancient  times;  it  is  from  the 
Roman  State.  Since  we  have  been  ail  arming  at  lionie  witli 
alacrity  and  prudence,  and  (what  is  consequent  to  that)  zciih 
effect,  against  our  inveterate  and  implacable  Enemy  ;  and  as  the 
militia  laws  have  been  extended,  it  is  curious  to  call  to  mitid  the 

T  emj-hatic 
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folly    or     conceit ;    but    it    was    written   with  indignation 

against 

cinpkatic  clause  in  tlu;  anlicut  Roman  law  concerning  the 
exemption  of  particular  persons  from  military  service,  called 
*'  De  Vacatione,"  as  learned  Civilians  well  know.  The 
-clause  is  this:  "  Nisi  Bki.i.um  Gai-mccm  c.\ori;itnr ;"  in 
which  case  not  even  the  priests  were  CKcmpted.  I  will 
illustrate  this  law  from  Plutarch  and  Cicero. 

Plutarch  has  this  singular  remark  in  the  life  ofMarcellus: 

xat  "TrpoiToiKii  voXifitti   a-vyoiacijMvoii,    xctt  to    vaXxiov  a^ixfj-v,    ruiv  Tu\%tuiv' 

(i.  e.  the  Gauls  or  French)    ou,-    /xaXtcrra    Tu-ixsciok    Jua-at  ^o/iyo-iv, 

«TS  oti  -/Ml  T»iv  n&Xiy  Jtt'  ccviuit  «7rooaXovT=j,  i^  £)C:»va  Si  S/xivot 
Ko/wv,  aT:/\5if  in«»  crTf*T£*a,-  To  J  IjfiSK,"*  wXriv  ji  ^*)  r«XaTwo,-  waXtv 
tTTcXSo*   IIoXe/xoj.       EJ»)\a    Je   kki   tov    <?!oS'ov    o.mt'xv    >i    t£    TLa,(cc<rKiVA' 

y.no'Occi  A^yovTak.    (c) 

The  other  illustration  is  from  Cicero  in  his  oration  for 
Fontcius;  (the  object  of  which  was  to  inculcate,  "  Gallis 
iidcm  non  habendaui,  hominibus  levibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ij)sos 
Deos  imnioriales  impiis.")  The  words  are  these;  *'  Ut 
oport^t,  BELT.o  c.M.Mco,  nt  niajorum  jura  inoresque 
j)ra;scribunt,  nemo  r.sx,  Civis  Romanus,  qui  sibi  ulla 
excusutione  utcndum  putet."    (</) 

AVe  have  not,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall  have,  the  same  cause 
for  apprehension  from  the  French  as  the  Roniaus  had  from  the 
Gauls.  They  -never  have  taken  oi;u  city,  and  while  wc  are 
true  to  ourselves,  as  we  nozc  are,  I  trust  they  never  will,  nor 
can,  take  it.  But  the  danger  is,  and  ever  will  be  great,  from 
thcij'  vhinHij,  hv.  tv  y.-irwas-jy.     The  words  are  from  Piularcli ; 

Mr. 

(i)   Pint.  Vit.  IMarcclli,   p.  '214.  vol.  ^2.  edit,  liryan. 
{<!)   Orat.  pro  Fontcio,   Sect.  IC.      Cic.  Op.  edit.  Barbou, 
Tol.  1.  p.  39J. 
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against  wickedness,  against  the  prostitution  of  superior 
talents,  and  the  profane  violence  of  bad  men.  It  was  in- 
deed (to  use  the  poet's  allusion)  poured  forth  as  a  libation 
from  the  cup  of  Achilles,  consecrated  arid  appropriated: 

Ot/T£  Tjw  a-;:i-i}i<7Xi  Geuv,  on  ^n  All  n«Tp».* 
It  is  proposed,  in  it's  degfee  and  according  to  it's  sub- 
ject, for  the  defence  of  truth,  arid  X'/ith  an  honest  wish  to 
uphold  society  and  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  but 
chiefly  those  of  our  own  country.  In  it  there  are  no  ima- 
ginary subjects.  I  have  raised  no'  phantoms  of  absurdity 
merely  to  disperse  them ;  but  the  words,  the  works,  the 
sentiments,  and  often  the  actions  of  the  authors  are  before 
HS.  It  may  be  known  hereafter  from  this  poem,  how  we 
wrote  and  thought  in  this  age,  and  not  unfrequently  how 
we  conducted  ourselves. 

Experiar,  quid  sacra  juvent,  an  falsas  Apollo.** 

There  is  orie  subjectt  which  I  have  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  ftation,  which  in  this  respect  seems  to  be 
in  a  state  between  slumber  and  alarm ;  in  the  supinencss 
which  attends  the  former,  and  with  that  confusion  in 
ideas  and  measures,  which  too  frequently  accompanies 
terror.  Compassion,  mercy,  selt-preservation,  integrity  of 
principle,  christian  charity,  the  uncertainty  of  the  mortal 
conditiorij    the  convulsion  of  empires  and  of  states,  have 

all 

Mr.  Burke  has  written  the  commentary.  (</)  Voccm  adytV 
dignam  tcmplol    (July  IT'O?.) 

*  Horn.  II.  16.  2'27.         "^^  Stat.  1.  10. 

+  See  Dial.  III.  from  t.  SI  Xo  t.  \34,  with  the  notes,  fu\t 
published  in  May  1796. 

{d)  Two  Letters  oa  the  Peace:  (cd.  Riviugtoa  I70e.)p.  113.  ir. 
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all  and  each  variously  conspired  to  direct  the  measures  of 
our  government  with  respect  to  the  French^  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Emigrants,  and  in  particular,  to  the  French  Priests. 
I  have  staled  in  different  places  my  opinion  on  this  impor- 
tant subject. 

I  continue  to  call  aloud  upon  this  country  and  it's 
ministers  to  regard,  with  minute  circumspection,  these 
MEN  AND  THEIR  CAUSE,  [hh)  The  most  reprehensible 
part  of  Mr.  Burke's  public  conduct  has  been  in  this  point. 
Great  and  venerable  as  I  hold  him,  in  this  I  praise  him  not. 
I  can  distinguish,  as  well  as  he  can,  those  who  have  forsaken 
successful  wickedness,  and  followed,  what  they  esteemed, 
oppressed  and  exiled  virtue.  But,  as  a  Body,  1  maintain 
that  the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  erect,  and  on  the 
tiptoe  of  expectation  :  it  is  scarcely  suspended  by  slumber. 

I  speak  also  on  another  account.  There  is  such  a  con- 
nection between  superstition  and  atheism,  and  their  allies, 
cruelty  and  tyranny,  that  the  wisest  and  most  experienced 
statesmen  and  moralists  have  declared  it  to  be  indissoluble. 
In  their  cause,  they  would  unite  with  any,  even  with  Ja- 
cobin, principles. 

Hear  Dr.  Hussey  the  titular  Bishop  of  Waterford  in 
Ireland  in  his  late  pastoral  Letter,  (i)     "  The  Catholic 

•'  Faith 

(hh)    July  1797. 

(?)  See  "A  Pastoral  Letter  to  tke  Catholic  Clergy  of 
Waterford  and  Lismore  in  Ireland,  by  the  R.  R.  Doctor 
Hussey."  London,  reprinted  by  P.  Coghlan,  Duke-street, 
Grosyenor-square.  1797.  His  titular  Lordship's  idea  of  "  amaa 
of  true  liberality"  is  this;  that  he  lives  in  charity,  in  concordj 
ill  amity  yiiili  all  others  of  everif  religious  persuasion;    with 

whoia 
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"  Faith  (i.  e.  the  tenets,  the  doctrines,  the  superstitions, 

the 

whom  a  difFercnce  ia  religious  opinion  makes  no  difference  ia 
social  life,  &c.  &c."  (p.  G.)  Very  liberal  indeed;  this 
is  the  text.  But  his  Lordship,  singularly  enough,  \\3.s  prefixed 
the  comment.  See  the  pi'eceding  page ;  the  words  are  these : 
Remonstrate  (says  his  Lordship)  with  any  parent,  who 
will  be  so  criminal  as  to  expose  his  offspring  to  those  places 
of  education  (the  Charter  Schools,  &c.  &c.  as  I  suppose) 
where  his  religious  faith  and  morals  are  likely  to  be 
perverted.  If  he  xeill  not  attend  to  your  remonstrances,  (he  is 
speaking  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy)  refuse  him  the 
participation  of  Christ's  body ;  if  he  should  still  continue 
obstinate.^  denounce  him  to  the  Church,  in  order  that, 
according  to  Christ's  commandment,  he  be  considered  as  a 
heathen  and  a  publican."  p.  5.  We  know  the  sense  of 
Christ;  and  we  know  the  sense  zchich  the  Roman  Catholic 
Ckuucii  annexes  to  these  zoords.     But  this  is  Liberality!  !  I 

Hear  his  titular  Lordship  once  more.  Speaking  of  tlic  total 
repeal  of  the  Popery  Laws  in  Ireland,  he  zcai'ns  those  who 
oppose  it,  in  these  terms,  p.  10.  ^^Tiizwsr  rock  is  alreadj/ 
detached  from  the  mountain's  broxi^,  and  zchoever  opposed  it's 
descent  and  removal,  must  be  crushed  by  his  own  rash 
endeavours." 

Is  the  common  sense  of  England  and  Ireland  drunk?  Or  if 
it  has  slept,  will  it  not  now  awake?  Can  any  man  say,  that 
the  political  spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  rc-ligion  is  extinct, 
that  it  is  dead,  or  that  it  is  dying  ?  This  titular  bishop  warns  us 
plainly  enough.  He  has  rocks  and  mountains  at  command  ; 
and  the  powers  of  nature,  in  their  gigantic  admeasurements, 
appear  at  his  great  bidding.  In  Ireland  it  might  bo  of  use  to 
discuss  this  Pastoral  Letter  in  toto.  If  I  were  an  Irishman,  I 
would  do  so ;  but  the  business  in  England  is  i/ct  dift'.;icnt.  Let 
1i}C  add  a  word  or  two  on  the  general  qaeition. 

T  J  k 
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■**  the  absurdities,  the  follies,  the  cruelty,  ^ncl  the  tyranny, 

of 

It  maybe  wortin  while  at  (his  period,  when  all  establishment* 
a.re  shaking,  to  consider  frequenlly,  that  "  a  llcligious  ICsta. 
Wislimcnt,  under  any  form,  is  not  the  religion  itself,  but  the 
mode  of  preserving,  inculcating,  and  continiiin*  the  religion." 
There  is  a  religion  which  may  be  and  is  political,  and  another 
which  is  real.  I  will  giro  a  passage  from  the  admirable  Preface 
to  the  translation  of  Xcnophon's  Cyropjedia,  written  with 
great  compass  of  thought  and  precision  of  argument,  by  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  family,  erudition,  and  rirtnc,  the  Hon. 
MAunicE  Ashley.  I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  with 
pleasure,  that  Lord  Malmsbury  and  mi/.se/f  ma.y  have  a  natural 
partiality  for  the  memory  of  that  accomplished  and  well 
instructed  gentleman.  ^'  Real  Christianity  (says  he)  is  none 
of  these  changeable  establishments  and  human  institutions, 
nor  ever  can  be,  but  stands  upon  iVs  oxen  foot.  Whether 
it  be  the  religion  of  the  multitude,  and  national  or  not 
national,  or  whatever  be  the  forms  of  it  in  national  estab- 
lishments, it  in  one  and  the  same  in  itself,  firm  and  unalterable, 
and  will  undoubtedly  remain  so  to  the  end  of  the  icorld^ 
■whether  owned  or  not  ovvncd  by  any  public  establishment 
indifi'crently."(r/) 

I  enter  not  into  the  expedience,  institution,  and  relative  ex- 
cellence of  religious  establishments  in  this  place.  It  is  not  here 
the  question:  if  it  were,  I  am  not  without  my  sentiments,  nor 
without  words  t.o  enforce  them-  I  hope  indeed  we  may,  and 
shall,  still  justify  the  expressions  of  a  great  writer:  "  fVe  arc 
separated  from  the  errors,  and  freed  from  the  chains  of 
Popery,  zciihout  breaking  out  into  a  state  of  religious 
anarchi/.^'       But   I  give  Mr.  Ashley's   words  as  a  general 

obseryatioji 

(a)  Mr.  Ashley's  Preface,  p.  8. 
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**  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  wliatever  makes  it  to  differ 
*'  from  any  other  external  establishment  of  Christianity) 
*•  The  Catholic  Faith  (says  his  titular  Lordship)  is 
"  suitable  to  all  climes,  and  to  all  forms  of  government, 
*♦  monarchies  or  republics,  aristocracies  or  democracies." 
(p.  9.)  Right.     Does  his  Lordship  speak  intelligibly  ? 

That  which  is  true  of  Christianity  in  itself  and  by  itself 
alone  independent  of  any  establishment  whatsoever,  that  they 
assert  of  their  own  tyrannical  superstition.  They  will  shew 
the  arm  and  the  sword  of  heaven  interested  and  active  for 
them.  They  will  tell  you  whenever  they  have  the  power, 
(or  even  the  probability  of  attaining  that  power)  that  their 
cause  alone  is  from  above.  They  separate  their  spiritual 
rulers  from  the  temporal  governors  of  the  state,  and  assert 
the  superior  dignity  and  paramount  authority  of  the  former; 
and  this  they  thunder  in  the  ears  of  an  armed  soldiery. 
They  tell  you,  that  the  opposcrs  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
cause  are  sacrilegious  in  the  eye  of  heaven ;  and  that  upon 

them. 


observation  to  iiU  those  who  esteem  the  downfall  of  ^uch  an 
establishment,  as  Poprrj/^  to  be  the  downfall  of  the  Christian 
religion,  than  which  no  opinion  can  be  more  unfounded.  To 
the  Roman  Catholic  system  of  religion,  m  hether  in  it's  vigour 
and  plenitude  of  power,  or  in  Ws  struggles  for  7'ev/valy  the 
words  of  the  poet  may  be  applied  figuratively,  and  literally  : 

In  sua  tcmpla/M;vV,   nullaquc  exiro  votante 
Materia,  magnamquc  cadcns  magnamqnc  rcvci-fcns 
Pat  stragem  late,  spausosque  recolligit  igne»i.* 

•  Lncan,  L.  I. 
T  4 


276 

them,  in  a  mass,  the   great  stone  will  fall  and  grind 
them  to  powder. 

I  know  the  state  of  Ireland,  (^)  and  the  declarations  of 
the  titular  bishops  in  that  country.  But  that  subject  is  not 
properly  mine,  though  it  is  intimately  connected  with  it. 
Jt\\\  I  have  to  do  is  to  shew,  (and  I  think  I  have  shewn  it  to 
all  who  will  attend  to  wiiat  I  have  written,)  that  "  the  Spirit 
'♦  of  the  Roman  Catholic  [c)  System  is  yet  unaltered."     In 

England 

(6)  There  is  something  peculiarly  ungrateful  in  the  conduct 
of  this  titular  Bishop  of  Watcrford,  Particular  attention  has 
been  paid  to  Dr.  Hnssey  by  the  administration  of  Ireland,  as 
Lord  Camden  knoMS.  But  in  this  country  I  should  hardly  be 
understood,  if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  particulars  zuhich  I 
know.  I  have  spoken  in  terms  very  moderate  indeed  of  this 
Pastoral  Letter,  under  the  circumstances  of  it's  publication. 
My  reprehension  has  been  confined  to  the  spirit  of  it.  It  will 
be  perceiTi'd  by  some  persons,  that  I  write  luvirowt. 

Talibus  ex  adijto  dictis  Cum.?;a  Sibylla 
Horrendas  canit  ambages,  antroque  remugit 
Obicuris  vera  i/wolvensl  (1797.) 

(c)  For  the  spirit  of  fi/sfem  in  the  Romao  Catholics  of  the 
highest  abilities  and  learning,  let  us  refer  to  the  great  and 
eloquent  Bossuet,  in  his  oration  on  the  death  of  the  Duchess 
ofOrleans,  on  the  21st  of  August  1670.  Speaking  of /Jewr/e/^e 
d''A)igleterre^  he  declares  that  God  overthrew  the  monarchy  of 
England  under  Cromwell,  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  which  he  calls  "  Les  mcrveilles  qu« 
DiEU  a  faites  pour  le  salut  eternel  de  Ilenriette  d'Angleterre ! 
Pour  la  donner  a  l'Eglise,  il  a  fkllu  renverscr  tout  un 
grand  Royaume.     Si  les  loix  de  I'EUt  s'opposent  a  son  salut 

etcrneh, 
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England  the  French  Priests,  in  a  body,  have  been  chased 
from  the  King's  Castle  at  Winchester:  but  our  government 
has  yet  a  sacred  fortress  or  two  at  Reading  and  Shene,  and  in 
Yorkshire  :  and  it  appears  that  a  sum  of  One  Hundred 
AND  Forty  thousand  pounds  {b)  has  been  issued  for 
the  use  of  the  French  Emigrants,  sacred  and  profane,  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1796.  This  is  ratified  by  the  vote  of 
Parliament.  On  this  particular  topic  I  shall  say  nothing 
further  in  this  place. 

All  which  I  have  written  on  this  great  subject  is  in  the 
spirit  of  mercy,  humanity,  toleration,  and  true  Christianity, 

consistent 


etcrnel,  Dieu  ebranlera  tout  I'  Etat  pour  Vaffranchir  de 
ces  loixV  But  he  adds  a  sublime  apostrophe,  remarkable  and 
awful,  "  i\Ie  pLTmcttez  vous,  O  Seigneur,  d'envisagcr,  en 
trcmblant,  vos  saints  et  rcdoutables  conseils  I  Est  ce  que  les 
terns  de  confusion  ne  sont  par  encor  accomplish  "  The 
successors  of  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  have  found  indeed  that  tliosa 
times  were  not  accomplished. 

He  then  wishes  for  (he  conversion  0/ EM^^awd  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  of  which  the  disposition  of  Charles  the  Second 
and  his  Brother  gave  him  some  hope.  "  Nous  souhaitons  prin- 
cipalement,  que  1'Angleteure,  trop  litre  dans  sa  croyance^ 
trap  licentieuse  dans  ses  sentimcns,  so\te7ichuincc  commenous 
de  ces  bienheureux  liens  (i.  e.  de  la  Foi  Catholique)  qui 
empechent  I'orgucil  humaiu  de  s'egarer  dans  ses  pensees, 
en  la  capiivant  sous  Vautorite  du  Saint  Esprit  et  de  l'Eglise." 
I  forbear  any  further  remarks.  See  Recucil  des  Oraisons 
Funebres  de  Bossuet.    edit.   Paris,    1762.  12mo.  p.  91  et  93. 

{h)  On  the  21st  Dec.  1796,  "  The  House  of  Commons  in  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  among  other  sums,'  voted  a  sum  of 
110,0001.  for  the  relief  of  th«  sufferiug  clergy  and  laity  of 
France." 
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consistent  with  the  principles  of  an  English  Protestant, 
and  with  that  rational  and  guarded  love  to  my  Country 
which  I  am  bound»  according  to  my  ability,  to  warn,  to 
vindicate,  and  to  defend. 

Such  are  mv  serious  and  solemn  meditations,  such  are  the 
extended  views  before  me,  amid  the  volumes  of  bards,  and 
sages,  and  historians,  the  venerable  and  instructive  records 
of  times  which  are  no  more,  as  I  sit  apart  from  the  world  in 
silence  and  in  solitude,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Poet, 

Ate^  r^!voj  aXXiw 

The  subjects  of  this  poem  have  been,  from  necessity, 
various  and  numerous,  far  beyond  my  original  conceptions. 
But  a  mighty  and  majestic  river,  in  its  course  through  a 
diversity  of  countries,  not  only  winds  and  murmurs  in 
the  vallies,  but  contends  and  foams  among  rocks,  and 
precipices,  and  the  confluence  of  torrents:  still  it's  tendency 
is  to  the  ocean,  to  which  it  pays  it's  last  tribute  and  is 
finally  lost  in  that  immensity.  In  Literature  the  mind 
resembles  such  a  course  ;  all  it's  exertions  may  be  turned  into 
one  grand  and  general  direction. 

The  mind,  if  well  regulated,  remembers  from  whence  it 
pame,  and  feels  that  all  its  powers  and  faculties  are  but  minis- 
terial. I  think  it  is  somewhere  expressed  in  the  concise  sub- 
limity of  Plato,  Tifog  TO  ai^iov  ffi'^cTrrv.  Under  the  influence 
and  persuasion  of  this  great  and  master  principle,  the  mind 
so  prepared,  whether  serious,  or  gay,  or  thoughtful,  or 
sprightly,  or  even  fantastic  in  its  humour,  is  still  per- 
forming its  proper  office.  Philosophy  and  criticism  can- 
jiot   reach   some  subjects,  which  sap    the   foundation   and 

support 
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support  of  well-being.  Playlulness,  rklicule,  wit,  and 
3iumour,  are  the  auxiliaries  and  light-armed  forces  of  truih; 
and  their  power,  in  detachments,  is  equally  felt  with  the 
iuain  strength  of  the  body. 

There  is  one  description  and  set  of  men,  to  whom  more 
than  common  reprehension  is  due;  and  who  cannot  be 
held  up  too  frequently  to  the  public  scorn  and  abhorrence: 
1  mean  the  modern  philosophers  of  the  French  system. 
Mr.  Burke  has  thundered  upon  them,  and  his  lightning 
^hone  through  their  darkest  recesses  :  "  the  sudden  blaze 
far  round  illumined  Hell."  This  monstrous  compound 
of  the  vanity  and  weakness  of  the  intellect,  and  the  fury  of 
the  passions  in  some  of  them,  this  "  facinus  majoris  abollae,** 
should  be  exposed  with  the  full  strength  of  argument 
and  of  reason,  and  with  occasional  ridicule,  to  the  English 
nation  in  every  point  of  view. 

In  other  philosophers  of  this  system  there  is  a  calmness 
and  composure  in  their  mental  operations,  more  savage  than 
the  violence  of  the  former.  Their  subject  is  tlie  living  man. 
Before  them  he  is  delivered,  bound  hand  and  foot.  On  bine 
their  experiments  are  to  be  tried ;  and  when  his  whole  com- 
position, mora!  and  political,  is  either  racked,  or  disjointed, 
or  the  minuter  parts  ol  it  laid  bare  to  the  eye,  and  the  very 
circulations  of  the  fluids,  as  it  were,  shewn  in  the  agonizing 
subject;  this  they  savagely  call,  studying  and  improving 
human  nature  by  the  new  light.  But  I  will  not  proceed 
on  this  subject.  Great  and  venerable  is  the  name  and  influ- 
ence of  the  true  philosophy :  the  word  may  be  disgraced 
for  a  season,  but  the  love  of  wisdom  must  always  command 
reypect.  When  we  compare  these  modern  philosophers,  who 

rc;ject 
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reject  all  revelation,  with  the  philosophers  of  antiquity,  and 
in  particular  those  of  the  Stoic  sect,  who  were  ignorant  of 
it,  the  difference,  to  say  no  more,  is  indeed  striking.  What 
were  Socrates,  and  Plato,  and  Epictetus,  and  Cicero,  and 
Antoninus !  Before  such  lights,  shining  in  the  darkness  and 
gloom  of  the  heathen  firmament, 

Conditur  omne 
Stellarum  vu]gus,  /ugiunt  sine  nomine  Signa.  [d) 

As  I  am  speaking  of  Philosophy,  I  may  be  excused  if  I 
say  a  few  words  concerning  that  language,  in  which  it's 
power  has  been  most  conspicuous.  I  see  no  more  pedantry 
in  the  knowledge  and  study  of  the  Greek  tongue,  than  of 
the  French  or  the  German.  But  when  I  consider  that  every 
subject  in  philosophy,  in  history,  in  oratory,  and  in  poetry, 
whatever  can  dignify  or  embellish  human  society  in  it's 
most  cultivated  state,  has  found  in  that  language  the  highest 
authors ;  that  the  principles  of  composition  are  better  taught, 
and  more  fully  exemplified  m  the  Greek  writers  than  in  any 
'  other;  and  that  they  are  the  acknowledged  universal  legisla- 
tors in  taste,  criticism,  and  just  composition,  from  whom  there 
is  no  appeal,  and  who  will  be  found  unerring  directors;  I 
would  with  a  peculiar  emphasis  and  earnestness  request  young 
men  of  fortune,  ability,  and  polished  education,  not  to  cast 
oflfthe  study  of  the  Greek  writers,  when  they  leave  school,  or 
the  university.  A  few  hours  devoted  to  this  study  in  every 
week  will  preserve  and  improve  their  knowledge  of  it,  which 
will  animate  the  whole  mass  of  their  learning,  and  give 
colour  to  their  thoughts  and  precision  to  their  expressions. 
There  is  no  necessity  either  to  cite  or  to  speak  Greek  ;  but 
ihc  constant  perusal  of  the  historians,  philosophers,  orators, 
'  and 

((/)  Maml.  Astrou.  L.  1.  t.  470. 
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and  poets  will  be  felt  and  perceived.  In  parliament  and 
at  the  bar  it  will  be  most  conspicuous,  (a)  They  who 
are  wise  will  secretly  attend  to  this  recommendation  which 
must  be  disinterested,  and  proceeds  from  long  experi- 
ence. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  and  the  plan  of  this  Poem  on  the 
P.  of  L.  I  have  something  to  say,  but  my  respect  to  the 
reader  prevents  me  from  saying  much.  It  aspires  not  to 
the  manner  or  the  praise  of  the  Dunciad,  or  to  any 
thing  whatsoever  in  common  with  that  great  performance. 
The  original  motive  of  it  however  is,  in  my  opinion,  aa 
far  superior  in  importance  and  dignity,  as  the  power  and 
ability  of  the  author  fall  short  of  that  poetical  excellence, 
which  none  hereafter  can  hope  to  rival,  or  perhaps  to 
attain.       It's  general   subject    is    Literature   however 

exerted, 

(a)  Plutarch  describes  Marcellus,  (the  first  of  that  distin- 
guislied  race)  as  a  warrior  of  experience  and  intrepidity,  humane 
and  polished  in  his  manners,  and  a  great  lorer  of  Greek 
literature ;    his  words  are  these  :      T>5  ju^y  Ep,7r£»f»a  n-oXEpxo,,  tij 

tfcurrn^,    (*) 

As  we  have  now  so  many  gentlemen  of  fortune,  familj/y 
gducaiion,  and  abilitij,  among  the  officers  of  the  army,  the 
militia,  and  in  all  the  Volunteer  Corps,  (to  whom  the  kingdom 
is  so  deeply  indebted,  and  by  whose  disinterested  exertions, 
generosity,  and  patriotism  our  internal  and  domestic  peace  is 
maintained  and  secured)  ;  I  wish  they  may  read  this  note,  and 
be  induced  to  employ  some  of  their  vacant  hours  in  valuable 
studies ;  and,  like  the  great  chiefs  among  the  ancients,  resume 
and  vindicate  the  honour  of  learned  military  leisure.  (1797.) 
*  Plutarch.  Vit.  Marcclli.  p.  242.  v.  2.  edit.  Bryan. 
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exerted,  whether  for  the  benefit,  or  for  the  injury  o5 
mankind.  It  has  nothing  of  the  mock,  epic;  it  is  a 
dialogue,  has  something  ot  a  dramatic  cast,  and  is  an 
excursus.  The  subjects  follow  eacli  other ;  and,  if  1 
arm  not  mistaken,  they  are  neither  confounded  nor  con- 
fused. 

If  there  be  in  the  whole  composition  any  passage, 
any  sentence,  or  any  expression,  which  according  to  the 
specific  nature  of  the  subject,  can  justly  offend  evea 
female  delicacy;  which,  from  the  manner  ot  it,  a  gentleman 
would  refuse  to  write,  or  a  man  of  virtue  to  admit  into  his 
thoughts ;  which  violates  the  high,  and  discriminating,  and 
honourable,  and  directing  principles  of  homan  conduct,  it 
is  to  me  matter  of  serious  and  of  solemn  regret.  I  am  not 
conscious  of  having  admitted  any  such  passage,  or  sentence, 
or  expression.  I  have  never  yet  heard  such  an  objection 
to  my  work ;  but  if  it  can  be  pointed  out,  I  will  erase  it  with 
much  concern,  and  with  great  indignation.  In  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  judgment  I  have  adopted,  and  will  for"  ever 
adopt,  the  words  and  spirit  of  the  Theban  Poet ; 

I  should  also  offer  a  few  words  concerning  ihe  manner  of 
the  notes  which  1  have  annexed,  and  which  are  so  frequent 
and  so  copious.  I  wished  not,  as  Boileau  expresses  it, 
to  prepare  tortures  for  any  future  Salmasius  (g) ;  and  I 
know  too  well  my  own  insignificance  to  expect  any  com- 
ment on  my  writings,  but  from  my  own  pen.  I  have 
made  no  allusions  which  I  did  not  mean  to  explain:  but  I 
had  also  something  further  in  my  intention.     The  notes  are 

not 


(f)  Find.  Norn.  8. 
(^)  '^  Aux  Saumaises  futurs  preparer  des  torturesr'* 

Boil.  Sat.  9.  y.  64; 
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not  always  merely  explanatory;  they  are  (if  I  have  been 
able  to  execute  my  intention)  of  a  structure  rather  peculiar 
to  themselves.  Many  of  them  are  of  a  nature  between  an 
essay  and  an  explanatory  comment;  and  they  contain  much 
matter  in  a  little  compass,  suited  to  the  exigency  of  the 
times.  As  they  take  no  particular  form  of  composition, 
they  are  not  matter  of  criticism  in  that  particular  respect. 
I  have  expatiated  on  the  casual  subject  which  presented 
itself ;  and  when  ancient,  or  modern  writers  expressed  the 
thoughts  better  than  I  could  myself,  I  have  given  them 
in  the  original  languages. 

No  man  has  a  greater  contempt  for  the  parade  of 
citation  (as  such)  than  I  have.  My  design  is  not  to 
cite  words,  but  to  enforce  right  sentiments  in  the  manner 
which  I  think  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  after  much 
reflection.  To  most  of  my  readers  those  languages  are 
familiar ;  but  if  any  person,  not  particularly  conversant 
in  them,  should  honour  the  notes  with  a  perusal,  I  think 
the  force  of  the  observations  may  be  felt  without  attending 
to  the  Greek  or  Latin.  In  all  regular  compositions  I 
particularly  dislike  a  mixture  of  languages.  It  is  uncouth 
or  inelegant,  and  sometimes  marks  a  want  of  power  in  the 
writer.  In  works  of  any  dignity  or  consequence,  it  is 
adviseable,  if  a  passage  from  any  ancient  author  is  cited, 
to  translate  that  passage  in  the  text,  and  put  the  original 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  if  necessary.  We  have,  in  this 
respect,  the  authority  and  example  of  Cicero,  Bishop  Hurd, 
and  Sir  William  Jones. 

In  general,  I  could  say  all  I  wished  in  the  text  and 
comment.  Some  subjects  are  indeed  so  important,  that 
they  should  be  held   forth   to  public  light  and  viewed  iu 

every 
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every  point.  Satire,  in  this  respect,  has  peculiar  force. 
Vice  is  not  unlrequently  repressed,  and  folly,  presump- 
tuous ignorance,  and  conceit  sometimes  yield  or  vanish  at 
the  first  attack,  and  like  the  tabled  spirits  belore  the  spell 
vi  the  enchanter, 

Prima  velvoce  Canentis 
Concedunt,  Carmenque  timent  audire  secundum. (^) 

I  again  declare  to  the  public,  that  neither  my  na??ie,  nor 
my  situation  in  life  will  ever  be  revealed.  Conjectures  are 
free  and  open  to  the  world.  Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  fancy 
cases,  and  make  whatever  comparisons  he  thinks  proper ; 
but  suppositions  will  never  amount  to  facts,  nor  wild  conjec- 
tures have  the  force  of  argument.  Inquisitive  or  imperti- 
nent writers  will  indeed  assert  their  own  conjectures  of  the 
author  with  stupid  and  unblushing  effrontery.  1  pretend  not 
*♦  to  be  the  sole  depository  of  my  own  secret ;"  but  where  it 
is  confided,  there  it  will  be  preserved  and  locked  y^"^  for  ever. 
I  have  an  honourable  confidence  in  the  human  character, 
when  properly  educated  and  rightly  instructed.  My  secret 
will  for  ever  be  preserved,  /  know,  under  every  change  of 
fortune  or  of  political  tenets,  while  honour,  and  virtue,  and 
religion,  and  friendly  affection,  and  erudition,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  gentleman,  have  binding  force  and  authority 
upon  minds  so  cultivated  and  so  dignified.  When  they 
fall,  I  am  contented  to  fall  with  them. 

My  poem,  and  all  and  each  of  the  notes  to  it  were  written 
without  any  co-operation  whatsoever.  I  expect  the  fullest 
assent  and  credit  to  this  my  solemn  assertion  :  and  I  expect  it, 
because  I  speak  the  truth.     I  have  not  been  assisted  by  any 

Doctors 

(^)  Lucan,    1.  6.  v.  27. 
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Doctors  in  any  faculty.  If  Indeed  I  had  written  to  please 
a  particular  man,  a  minister,  a  chief  in  opposition,  a  party, 
any  set,  or  any  description  ot  men  exclusively,  literary  or 
political,  there  is  not  a  man  of  understanding  in  the 
country  who  does  not  perceive  that  I  should,  or  rather 
that  I  must,  have  written  in  another  style,  thought,  and 
argument.  Of  such  motives  indeed  1  profess  myself  nor 
skilled,  nor  studious. 

My  appeal  is  direct  to  my  Country :  I  know  and  feel 
the  situation  in  which  at  this  moment  [k)  she  stands. 
There  is  now  no  balance  left  in  Europe :  all  is  preparing 
to  sink  under  One  desolating  Tyranny.  My  opi- 
nion however  is,  that  by  the  mercy  of  Providence,  and  by 
the  unremitted  attention  and  labours  of  our  constitutional 
statesmen,  and  the  united  efforts  of  all  that  are  loyal,  brave, 
opulent,  wise,  learned,  powerful,  or  dignified,  WE  may  yet 
♦'  be  able  to  stand  in  THIS  evil  day,  and^  having  done. 

*'    ally  TO  STAND." 

Let  us  stand  therefore,  as  the  chosen  nation  of  old, 
the  insulated  memorial  of  true  Religion,  and  the  ONLY 
asylum  of  balanced  Liberty.  I  profess  myself  convinced, 
and  therefore  have  I  written.  I  entered  into  the  sanctuary 
of  the  Hebrews,  and  heard  the  voice  of  their  prophet : 
*'  Credidi,  propter  quod  locutus  sum."  This  was  the 
voice  which  I  heard,  and  it  was  a  voice,  as  Milton  would 
express  it,   "   thundering  out  of  Sion." 

Under  this  persuasion  and  conviction,  I  will  say  of  this 
work,  there  is  in  it  but  one  hand,  and  one  intention.   It  will 

be 
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be  idle  to  conjecture  concerning  the  author,  and  more  than 
foolish  to  be  very  inquisitive.  To  my  adversaries  1  have 
nothing  to  reply  :  /  never  will  reply.  I  could  with  the  most 
perfect  charity  sing  a  requiem  over  their  deceased  criticisms, 
ii  I  were  master  of,  what  Statius  calls,  the 

Exequiale  sacrum,  carmenque  minoribus  umhris 
Utile,  {i) 

Those  whom  I  wished  to  please,  I  have  pleased.  If  I  have 
diffused  any  light,  it  is  from  a  single  orb,  whether  tempe- 
rate in  the  horizon,  or  blazing  in  the  meridian. 

Thus  much  to  silly  curiosity  and  frivolous  garrulity. 
But  to  persons  of  higher  minds,  and  of  more  exalted  and 
more  generous  principles,  who  have  the  spirit  to  under- 
stand, and  the  patience  to  consider,  the  nature  and  the 
labour  of  my  work,  I  would  address  myself  in  other  language 
and  with  other  arguments.  I  would  declare  to  them^  that 
when  I  consider  the  variety  and  importance  and  extent  of 
the  subjects,  I  might  say  that  it  was  written,  "  though  for 
*•  no  other  cause,  yet  for  this,  that  posterity  may  know, 
••  that  we  have  not  loosely,  through  silence,  permitted 
"  things  to  pass  away  as  in  a  dream." 

I  would  declare  also  to  thevit  that  I  delivered  it  as  a 
LITERARY  MANIFESTO  to  tkis  kingdom  in  a  season  unpro- 
pitious-io  learning  or  to  poetry,  in  a  day  of  darkness  and 
of  thick  gloominess,  and  in  an  hour  of  turbulence,  of  terror^ 
and  of  uncertainty.  Such  persons  will  be  satisfied,  if  the 
great  cause  of  mankind,  of  regulated  society,  oi  religion, 
of  government,  of  science,  of  true  taste,  and  of  good 
manners,  is    attempted    to    be    maintained    with    strength 

and 

(0  Stat.  Theb.  L.  6.  t.  123. 
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and  with  the  application  of  learning.  To  them  it  is  a 
matter  of  very  little  or  rather  of  no  moment  at  all  by 
whom  it  is  effected.  They  have  scarcely  a  transitory  question 
to  make  on  the  subject.  To  such  understandings  I  willingly 
fubmit  my  composition,  and  to  them  I  dedicate  the 
work. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  if  they  should  read  all  the  Parts 
of  this  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  with  candour 
and  with  attention,  whatever  the  connection  between 
them,  or  whatever  the  method  may  be,  they  will  most 
assuredly  find  *•  that  uniformity  of  thought  and  design, 
"  which  will  always  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  same 
^*  person,  when  he  writes  with  simplicity  and 

"  in   EARNJEST/' 
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PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE 

A  SATIRICAL  POEM 
DIALOGUE  THE  FOURTH  JND  LAST.* 


AUTHOR. 

Oh,   for  that  sabbath's  dawn,   ere  Britain  wept» 
And  France  before  the  cross  believ'd  and  slept ! 
(Rest  to  the  state,   and  slumber  to  the  soul !) 
Ere  yet  the  brooding  storm  was  heard  to  roll. 
Infancy's  ear,  o'er  many  an  Alpine  rock> 
Or  Europe  trembled  at  the  fated  shock  5 
Ere  by  hislake  geneva's  angel  stood. 
And  wav'dhis  scroll  prophetic  [a]  o'er  the  flood, 

(a)  Itis  rsmarkablc  that  iu  5'u.77;t'/-/ayK/ appeared  the  tiirer 
PEKSONS,  whose  principles,  doctrines,  and  practice,  {as  it  seems 

to 


*  first  printed  iu  July  1797.     +  Ljcophron.  Casiuiid.  t.  o» 
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With  names  (as  yet  unheard)  and  symbols  drear, 
Calvin/in  front,  and  Neckar  in  the  rear;  10 

to  me)  hare  primarily  and  ultimately  effected  the  great  change 
and  downfall  of  regal  and  of  all  lawful  power  in  Europe. 
Calv  u,  in  religion;  Rousseau,  in  politics;  and  Neckar  by  his 
administration.  Calvin  aqd  his  disciples  were  never  friends  to 
monarchy  arid  episcopacy;  but  I  shall  i\ot here  contend politi, 
cally  or  theologically  with  Bishop  Ilorslcy  concerning  Calvir\. 
A  poet's  words  are  betterfor  apoct.  I  have  looked  into  history; 
and,  as  1  think,  haye  found  them  true.  Drydcq  speaks  of 
Calvin  thus,  and  remarkably  enough ; 

The  last  of  all  the  litter  scap'd  by  chance, 
Andfrom  Genevajirst  infested  France,  (a) 

Rousseau,  (I  speak  of  him  here  only  as  a  political  writer)  by 
the  unjustifiable,  arbitrary,  and  cruel  proceedings  against  him, 
his  writings  and  his  person,  in  France,  (where  he  was  a  stranger 
and  to  whose  tribunals  he  was  not  amenable)  was  stimulated 
to  pursue  his  researches  into  the  origin  and  expedience  of  such 
government,  and  of  such  oppression,  which,  otherwise,  he 
probably  never  would  have  discussed ;  till  he  reasoned  himself 
into  the  desperate  doctrine  of  political  equality,  and  gave  to  the 
world  his  fatal  present,  "  The  Social  Contract." 

Of  this  work  the  French,  since  the  Revolution,  have  never 
once  lost  sight.  With  them  it  is  first  and  last,  and  midst,  and 
without  end,  in  all  their  thoughts  and  public  actions.  Rousseau 
is,  I  believe,  the  only  man  to  whom  they  have  paid  an  Implicit 
aniundeviating  reverence;  and,  without  a  figure,  have  wor- 
ship])fd  in  the  Pantheon  of  their  new  idolatry,  like  another 
Cheraos,  "  the  obscene  dread  of  Gallia's  sons." 

Different 

(a)  The  Hind  and  Panther,  B.  I.t.  173. 
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But  chief  Equality's  vain  priest,  Rousseau, 
A  sage  in  sorrow  nurs'd,  and  gaunt  with  woe, 


Different  from  these,  came  Neckar.     AVith  intentions,  as  I 
am  still  inclined  to  thinks  upright,  pure  and  just,  but  with  a 
mind  impotent  and  unequal  to  the  great  work ^  and  with  princi- 
ples foreign  to  the  nature  of  the  government  Ke  was  called  to 
regulate,   reform,  and   conduct;  a   fatal  stranger  for   France. 
He  oppressed  every  subject  sacred  and  civil   with  too  much 
verbiage.     Ife    was  sanctioned    by    popular    prejudice,  and 
marked  by  aristocratical  hatred;  a  sort  of  "  Arpiuas  Volscorum 
a  monte  "  He  came  to  lay  open  and  disclose  (and  he  did  lay 
them  open  to  the  very  bottom)  the  mystery  and  iniquity  of 
French  finance  and  of  French  treasuries.     But  he  brought  with 
him  to  the  concerns  of  a  great  and  tottering  empire,  (which 
perhaps  might  have  been  maintained  and  consolidated)  the  little 
mind  of  a  provincial   banker,   and  the  vanity  inseparable  from 
human   nature,  when  elevated  beyond   hope  or  expectation. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  for  a  while  indeed, 
Hie  Cimbros  etsumma  pericula  rerura 
Excipity  et  SOLUS  trcpidantempro/eg-jYUrbcm.* 
But  the  original  leaven  in  his  political  composition  was  j)opw/r/r  ? 
and  that  leavened  the  whole  lump.     We  know  the   rest.     The 
Emigrants  from  France  have  never  pardoned  this  ministi^r;  and 
the  Romish  Priests,  in  the  spirit  of  their  order,  pursue  him  with 
a  hatred  and  fiery  zeal  unquenchable  and  immortal. 

His  advice,  first  in  the  calling  together  (at  all)  of  the  States 
General,  and  afterwards  in  the  formation  and  distribution  of 
them,  gave  the  devoted  King  to  the  scaffold,  and  the  monarchy 
of  France  to  irreversible  dissolution.  I  speak  this  indepcn. 
dently  of  the  grand  conspiracy  against  Christianity,  regal  power, 
and  social  order,  which  has  been  so  awfully  and  so  convincingly 

disclosed 
*  Jut.  Sat.  8.  v.  249. 
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Bv  persecution  trained  and  popish  zeal, 
Ripe  with  his  v»rongs,  to  frame  the  dire  (h)  appeal. 
What  time  his  u'ork  the  citizen  began. 
And  gave  to  France  the  social  savage,  Man. 


fliscloscd  by  ihc.  eloquent  Abbe  Barruel*,  and  Professor 
Robison  ;  since  I  first  wrote  the  preceding  reflections. 

For  my  own  part  when  I  contemplate  the  convulsions  of 
Kurope,  and  he  fa'al  desolation  which  attends  repi)bl  caa 
principles,  zchci'cvo'  they  are ititrod rccd,  I  cannot  but  rest  with 
a  momentary  pleasure  on  the  picture,  wiiich  Plato,  in  his 
iiiiairinary  republic,  (the  onlij  one  I  ever  could  bear)  has 
drawn  of  a  man  fatigued  with  the  view  of  public  affairs,  and 
retiring  from  them  in  the  hope  of  tranq  lillity.  The  sentiments 
arc  such  as  the  French  formerly  would  have  called,  Les 
Delassemens de  rhomme  sensible.     The  words  are  these: 

Tuvrci   'ZecvTce.   Xoytc/Liw  Aocca'V,   r,t7V)(^K>',v     s^wv    kkj    t«    ocvth    Vfxrriiiv, 

bTrciO-Ta,-,  IfUv  Taj  aXXsj  xscia'Ttfji.'Tr'Kccjji.ivui;  a,)/o^iy,<;.  a/ya.vx,  u  vn  ccvTOf 
KSiSapoj  odtxtaf  te  >c«i  avocrniiv  ifycci/f  rov  n  £vG«dE  €tov  QiUKTiTcct,  xat 
Tnv      wKaXka/yffi     aura      jufxa     x.ccXrii;      tXTTidoj      JXiwj     te     kcu       eu/xsvus 

(b)  Lc  Contrat  Social,  par  J,  J.  Rousseau,  Citoyen  de 
Geneve. 


*  SeeMemoires  pourservir  a,  PHistoiredu  Jacobinisme,  par 
Mr.  L'Abbe  Barruel :  and  "  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy  against  all 
the  'Icligions  and  Governments  in  Europe,  in  the  secret  Meet- 
ings of  Free  Masons,  Illuminati,  &c.  &c.  by  Professor  Robison 
of  Edinburgh.     (1797.) 

+  Plato  de  Repub,  L.  G.  p.  400.  Op.  vol.  2.  Edit.  Scrrani. 


\Vas  it  for  this,  in  Leo's  fost'ring  reign 
Learning  uprose  with  tempests  in  her  train  ? 
Was  every  gleam  deceitful,  every  ray 
But  idle  splendor  from  the  orb  of  day  ?  20 

Say,  were  the  victims  mark'd  from  earliest  time. 
The  Flamens  conscious  of  a  Nation's  crime? 
AVhy  smoak'd  the  altars  with  the  new  perfume. 
If  heaven's  own  fire  descends  but  to  consume? 
Alas,  proud  Gallia's  fabric  to  the  ground 
What  arm  shall  level,  or  what  strength  confound] 

Oh  for  that  hand,  which  o'er  the  walls  of  Troy  (c) 
His  lightning  brandish'd  icitJi  afurmisjoy. 


(c)  It  certainly  would  be  convenient,  Cif  we  can  for  a  moment 
trifle  with  such  a  subject  as  the  present  French  war)  to  march 
to  Paris,  "  and  like  another  (Bryant),  fire  another  Troy." 
See  •'  a  Dissertation  concerning  the  War  of  Troy,  and  the  Ex- 
*'  pedition  of  the  Grecians,  as  described  by  Homer;  shewing, 
"  that  no  such  expedition  was  undertaken,  and  that  no  such 
*'  city  of  Phrygia  existed."  Published  in  1796,  but  there  is  no 
date  to  the  title  page.  I  find  it  difficult  to  give  an  opinion  oa 
thiy  ingenious  treatise. 

Wha'ever  comes  from  the  author  of"  The  Analysis  of  ancient 
Mythology,"  should  be  treated  with  vcri/  great  respect.  His 
character  is  venerable,  and  his  erudition,  as  I  think,  without 
an  equal.  Of  all  subjects,  I  should  have  thought  this  subject 
was  one,    ou  which  an  enquiry  might   have  bcea  instituted 

■without 


^94 
Her  state,  her  arms,  her  fleets,  her  very  name 
Gave,  as  in  mockery,  to  poetic  fame,  30 


■without  offence;  but  this  has  not  been  the  case.  The  olTence 
has  been  considered  as  deep  and  wide,  and  the  influence  of  (he 
principle,  in  some  respects,  dangerous  and  alarming.  The  faith 
of  history  has  been  represented  as  attacked  in  its  strongest 
fortress,  and  even  the  sacred  writings,  as  matter  of  historical 
faith,  implicated  in  the  discussion.  Some  persons  have  even 
declared  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  no  right  to  touch  the  subject. 
That  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  reason  than  to  suppose, 
that  the  existence  of  a  city,  and  a  war,  of  which  we  have  read 
■with  delight  from  our  boyish  days,  should  be  called  in  question. 
That  their  pleasure  is  snatched  from  them ;  and  such  a  poem, 
without  an  historical  fact  for  a  basi.^,  cannot  be  interesting. 
Tlicy  allow  the  amplification  of  poetry,  and  it's  embellishments. 
and  even  the  anachronisms  of  Homer.  But  Troy  did  exist, 
and  the  Grecians  did  once  besiege  it,  and  Hector,  Achilles, 
Agamemnon,  and  Diomede  Avere  as  real  heroes,  as  the  Arch- 
duke Charles,  Bonaparte,  Lord  Cornwallis,  or  Tippoo  Saib 
in  modern  wars. 

I  really  should  smile  at  many  of  these  objections,  if  they 
did  not  frequently  come  from  persons  of  consequence  and  of 
Jearning.  Most  certainly  however  I  will  quarrel  with  no  man 
*'  about  Sir  Archy's  Great  Grandmother."  They  who  are 
acquainted  with  (he  science  and  subject  of probubili/ics^  will  best 
decide  the  question  for  themselves,  and  I  Avill  not  intrude  my 
judgment:    it  is  a  question  of  probability,  and  not  of  proof. 

Latona  and  Jupiter  may  perhaps  be  .«;aid  in  (his  contest  to 
regard  INIr.  Buvant,  as  they  formerly/  did  their  own  oflspring, 
^pollo  ; 

rjct.  ^t?.GV  IIAIZONTA  /x!r'  aSava-oto-*    Oeojot.      (o) 

(ff)  Ho;n.  II) mn.  ad  Apoll, 

jpor 
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And  with  the  fire  of  Philip's  son,  unfurl'd 
Jlis  classic  standard  o'er  a  wond'ring  world. 


For  my  own  part,  I  am  equally  ple3,sed  with  a  poem  founded 
pn  the  metamorphosis  of  Apuleius,  or  on  any  modern  fiction, 
if  all  the  esrcntlal  and  integral  parts  of  a  poem  are  preserved  ;  if 
the  ciiaracters,  manners,  and  aclions  are  human,  and  consistent 
•with  the  supposed  situations  of  the  personages.  Thus  to  mc  is 
sufficient;  and  perhaps  poetry,  as  such,  may  be  a  gainer  by 
Mr.  Bryan' 's  iaterpreta(ion.  I  rather  hail  the  omen  in  these 
times  of  poetical  sterility. 

But  nothing  can  be  further  from  the  dignity  of  ]Mr.  Bryant's 
character,  than  the  imputation  of  having  attacked  the  faith  and 
credibility  of  ancient,  or  of  any,  histon/.  It  is  scarcely  entitled 
to  notice.  What  was  Troy  ?  with  what  part  of  history  is  it 
connected?  Is  not  the  Trojan  Avar  an  insulated  solitary  faci? 
Jfit  were  done  away,  is  any  historical  event  whatever  made  to 
f?ill  with  it?  When  it  is  stated  that  four  hundred  and  thirfj/ 
ibips  (no  matter  of  what  size)  were  employed  by  the  Grecian"; 
lu  the  Trojan  war  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  only  eighiif  niutr 
in  the  Peloponnesian  war  in  the  fifth  century  before  Christ.  i« 
this  matter  of  serious  history?  Is  not  the  whole  allowed  to  pa-s 
jE7cn  tiic  bounds  of  any  probability,    but  that  of  poetry  ? 

I  remember  hearing  a  gentleman  state  similar  questions  to 
these  with  much  earnestness  and  apparent  convitlion,  but 
without  warmth.  He  seemed  to  understand  something  of  the 
subject;  and  though  I  conceived  some  points  were  pressod 
indiscreetly  and  iinnecossarily  by  Air.  Bryant,  I  replied  that  I 
thought  nearly  as  he  did,  and  I  said  with  the  most  good-natured 
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Till  "  Hamer*s  sprite  did  tremble  all  for  grief, 


^rox>^  of  the  Academics,  *'  Almost  thou  pcrsuadcst  me  to  be  s 
*'  Bryaniian."  I  think  they  "who  arc  the  strongest  in  opposition 
1o  Mr.  Bryant,  if  they  were  even  Inquisitors*,  and  could  force 
kim  to  hold  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand,  and  make  a  retractation 
of  his  errors,  and  the  amende  honorable  in  the  Eglise  de  Notre 
Dame  de  Cybele  Mere  de  tons  les  Dieux  Pai'cns,  would  be 
contented  with  the  Catholic  form  of  words:  "  Quesfi  erano  gli 
*'  scherz.i  d'una  penna  poetica,  non  gli  sentimcnti  d'un  animo 
"  catolicol" 

Yet  considering  all  that  I  have  heard,  and  (he  quarter  from 
vhich  it  came,  Curius  quid  sentit,  et  ambo  Scipiada;,  and  the 
insignilicaucc  of  the  question  itself,  but  as  a  matter  of  amuse, 
nicnt;  though  in  common  with  many  others,  I  should  hare  lost 
much  individual  gratification  and  instruction,  yet  I  wish  this 
Dissertation  on  the  war  of  Troy  had  never  been  written  at  alL 
(1797.) 

I  will  nozs  add,  on  a  more  enlarged  view  of  this  pleasing  and 
classical  controversy,  which  has  been  carried  on  with  much 
animation,  Mr.  Bryant  has  fought  singly,  and  step  by  step, 
with  the  most  determined  and  unshrinking  bravery  against  the 

united 

*  I  am  sure  Gilbert  Wakefield  is  even  more  than  an  Inquisitor 
Ih  all  Jiis  principles  literary,  civil,  and  religious.  See  his 
indecent  letter  to  Mr.  Bryant  on  the  war  of  Troy.  But  abov 
all.  sec  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce.  The  Secretary  to  the 
I3uUc  of  Alva  under  Piiilip  II.  or  the  Public  Accuser  of  the 
Re\oliitiot\ary  Tribunal,  under  Roberspierre,  never  exhibited 
such  a  paper.  There  is  no  deceit  in  Gilbert  Wakefield:  hois, 
just  what  he  seems.  It  is  p'aiu  to  sec  xihut  he  expectSj  and  tcAj/ 
he  writes.     (1797) 


B- 
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And  curs'd  tli'  accessof  that  celestial  tlilef."  {(f) 
Oh,  for  a  Bryant's  hand ! 


■united   attacks  of   jouth  aad  age,    of   Irayellcd   Dillctlaati, 
aad  of  closet-scholars. 

rPANTH  7o|ofOfov  x*»  xccfrifov  u^y  t-unvl 

It  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  work  for  me  to  trace  this  fasci- 
nating journey,  this  progress  through  the  delightful  laud  of 
fairy,  or  to  expatiate  among  the  desolations  of  time,  and  these 
scenes  of  ancient  fame.  But  surely  that  scholar  h  little  to  bi- 
ailniired  or  envied,  whose  enthusiasm  does  not  grow  warmer 
amid  the  ruins  of  Ilium,  or  who  can  hear  without  cmotioa  th« 
imaginary  murmurs  of  the  Scamander  and  the  Simois. 

But  as  for  thee,  thou  illustrious  and  ycnerable  man,  thou 
Jinsullied  glory  and  unshaken  support  of  ancient  literature  and 
it's  hallowed  dignity,  I  must  be  alloAved  in  this  closing  address 
to  say,  that  in  whatever  researches  thou  hast  been  engaged,  in 
thy  long  and  bright  career,  whether  imparting  to  the  world 
solid  instruction,  deep  erudition,  ingenious  conjecture,  or  liberal 
amusement,  every  classical  power  from  above  has  ahvavg 
regarded,  and  must  still  regard,  thee,  thy  labours,  and  thy 
splendid  talents  with  complacency,  with  gratitude,  and  witli 
pride. 

K«>«  Kxi  v-l^i  Cioaj*  myXri   ^i  n  £'  au^i^aayji  1 

B,vfTX»i  ^atyxrcho   t'   axoc,   xat  yrt^ouii  cb^.!tp  f 

(Nov.  1800.) 

{d5  Two  lines  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Sonnet,  prefixed  to 
Spciuer's  Fairy  Queen. 

*  Homer.  Hymn,  ad  Apollincra. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Mcthinks  you  smile. 
And  fain  would  land  me  on  the  wand'ring  islcy 
Where  the  learn'd  drain  Acrasia's  foaming  bowl. 
Till  round  the  San  their  heads  with  Gebelin's  [e) 
roll  5 


(t')  Gebelin. — If  many  persons  in  the  learned  world  hay? 
thought  Mr.  Bryant  unadvised  in  the  discussion  of  the  war  of 
Troy  in  the  twelfth  century  A.  C.  what  must  we  say  to  Mr. 
Court  de  Gebelin,  who  has  actually  endoaTOured  to  reason  us 
itifo  a  beliefs  that,  the  Founders  of  the  Roman  State  ^  Romulus 
«»(/ Remus,  were  only  allegorical  personages,  and  were  in  reality 
representatives  of  the  Sun^  and  worshipped  as  such.  Mr. 
Gebelin  is  a  man  of  the  most  various  erudition,  and  if  he  Avere 
as  well  known  as  Mr.  Bryant,  his  attempt  would  have  been 
noticed.  But  few  people  perhaps  have  had  the  curiosity  16 
look  into  nine  volumes  in  4to.  of  the  '*  Monde  Prim itif  analyst 
"  et  compare  avec  le  iSIondc  Modernepar  M.  Court  de  Gebelin." 

It  may  be  entertaining  to  some  persons,  if  I  gire  a/eto  partis 
culars  of  this  singular  question.  The  Fourth  Volume  of  Mr. 
Gebelin's  work  consists  of  the  "  Histoire  Religieuse  du  Calen- 
*'  drier,  ou  dcs  Fetes  Anciennes."  The  fifth  Chapter  of  the 
second  Book  (Vol.  4.)  is  the  "  Histoire  des  Gemeaux  Romains, 
•' Romulus  et  Remus."  Mr.  G.  says,  "  Les  Romains  eurent 
"  aussi  leurs  Allegories  sur  le  double  Soleil  successif  de  i'annee  ; 
*'  ils  VappUquerent  «  leur  Remus  et  Romulus.  Les  noms  sont 
<^'  allegoriqufiSj  et  tous  relatifs  a  I'annee."  p.  2M.    Remus,  it 

seemiT, 


Nor  heed  the  pause  of  (/)  Douglas, Wakefield's  rage. 
Nor  Hallam  {g)  trembling  for  the  sacred  page,    40 


seems,  signified  the  Sun  in  the  winter,  and  Romulus  in  the 
summer!  By  an  easy  proof,  hesays,  "  lis  en  firent  la  fete  des 
iemures  pour  ilcraures,  &c.  p.  2G3.  In  the  sixth  chapter  of 
the  same  book,  •we  read :  "  Nous  avons  vu  dans  le  chapitre 
precedent,  que  Romulus  etoit  le  soleil ;  que  tout  leprouvoit.^^ — 
And  what  is  the  proof?  Truly  this ;  "  Le  nom  de  sa  mere, 
'*  celui  deson  pere,  son  frcre,  la  mort  de  son  frere  (Remus), 
*'  son  propre  nom,"  &c.  &c.  Q.  E.  D. 

Mr.  Gebelin  has  not  yet  done,  nor  is  Mr.  Gebelinyet  satisfied. 
He  next  converts,  by  means  of  his  solar  microscope,  Romulus 
into  Hercules!  But  hear  his  words:  ^'  Ce  qu'  exprimoionti 
*'  cet  egard  les  Grecs  par  TApotheose  iVHercule,  les  Romains 
**  I'exprimerent  par  I'Apothcose  de  Romulus."  But  when  he 
speaks  of  Qiiirinus,  another  name  of  Romulus,  the  force  of  art 
and  of  proo/ can  go  no  further.  Hear  him  again:  ''  Quirinus 
•'  (nom  de  Romulus)  la  traduction  litercde  de  Mclcarthe,  on 
**  Melicerte,  que  portoit  Hercule  chez  les  Tj/rietix,  est  use 
*'  AUTRE  PREuvE,  qu''on  regurdoU  Romulus  comma  le 
"Soleil."    p.  269! 

I  cannot  help  observing  that  in  this  same  4th  Vol.  p.  421» 
Mr.  Gebelin  informs  us  that,  "  Sur  le  18  Fevrier  on  celebroit 
**  la  F^te  de  Romulus,  and  at  the  same  time,  (rather 
*'  inauspiciously  to  be  sure)  on  celebroit  la  FeTE  des  Foux." 
I  suppose  on  the  celebration  of  la  FexE  des  Foux,  cards  of 
invitation  were  sent  round  by  the  Pontifex  Maximus  to  the 
Antiquaries  of  those  days,  and  I  really  think,  if  Mr.  Gebelin 
had  been  produced  at  that  time,  he  would  not  hare  been  without 
his  card,  with  a  few  others,  to  be  distributed  uvion^  his  friends. 

Indeed 


300 

Nor  GilHcs  (//)  crying^  uliat  shall  we  peruse? 
What  is  mij  work  ?   mere  records  of  the  Muse; 
Audio!    by  Bonaparte's  irou  pcu,    (/) 
The  talc  of  Rome  maybe  Troy's  tale  again. 


Indeed  these  ddirumcnta  doctrin(r  arc  sometimes  amusing, 
but  in  reality  tliej'  arc  rather  a  subjoct  of  serious  regret  from 
their  consequences  on  the  public  mind.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
absurdities  frora  this  source,  whon  wc  resolve  all  ancient 
persons  and  events  into  all.gories  and  Egyptian  mysteries;  till 
as  we  have  just  seen,  Romulus  and  Remus,  The  founders  of 
the  Roman  Ismpirc,  become  (according-  to  Monsiour  Gcbelin's 
Order  of  Firing,  after  a  grand  Escupefttric,  or  volley,  of 
Serpents  and  stars)  transformed  into  Romax  Suns;  Remus  in 
the  Winter,  and  Romulus  in  the  Summer  1 — Sco  the  proofs 
above. 

(/)  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Douglas,  the  present  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  (1797.)  Author  of  the  Criterion,  and  of  otiier 
acute  pieces  of  reasoning,  which  will  be  long  remembered  and 
admired. 

(g)  Dr.  Ilallam,   the  present  Dean  of  Bristol.     (1797.) 

(/i)  Author  of  rt  History  of  Greece. 

(i)  The  tremendous  conquests  of  Bonaparte  in  Italy  and  in 
Germany  remind  us  too  much  of  the  words  of  the  Roman 
Historian  ;  "  Si  Captivos  aspiceres,  Molossi,  Thcssali, 
Maccdoncs,  Bruttius,  Ajiulius;  si  pompas,  aurum,  purpuras, 
signa,  tabula?,  Tarentiaaequc  dclicias.'*  Flor.  Lib.  1.  C.  18. 
(1797.) 
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AUTHOR. 

No  ;  other  thoughts  my  lab'ring  soul  employ. 

That  springs  anew  to  long-forgotten  joy  -, 

I  range  in  Fancy's  consecrated  round. 

And  meet  the  poet  on  a  poet's  ground. 

Nor  seek  historic  truth  of  time  and  place. 

But  truth  of  manners,  character,  and  grace.    50 

The  Bards  who  once  the  wreaths  of  glory  wore, 
Cloath'd  in  translucent  veil  their  wond'rous  lore  j 
The  tales  they  sung  a  willing  age  believ'd, 
Charm'd  into  truth,  and  without  guile  deceiv'd : 
Where'er  they  rov'd,  young  Fancy  and  the  Muse 
Wav'd  high  their  mirror  of  a  thousand  hues ; 
They  gaz'd,  and  as  in  varying  guise  pourtray'd 
Aereal  phantoms  hov'ring  round  them  play'd. 
Gave  to  each  fleeting  form,  that  shot  along. 
Existence  everlasting  as  their  song ;  60 

And  as  by  nature's  strength  the  tablet  grew, 
Rapture  the  pencil  guided  as  they  drew. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Nay  now  you  soar  indeed;  another  flight, 
And  the  wing'd  courser  bears  you  from  my  sight 
You're  strangely  mov'd. 

AUTHOR. 

The  matter  is  my  own  j 
I  never  shar'dthe  profits  of  the  gown. 
Nor  yet,  with  Horace  and  myself  at  w  ar, 
For  rhyme  and  victuals  {b)  left  the  starving  Bar. 


(h)  This  was  lately  done  by  AVilfiara  Bosca-n-cn,  Esquire,  an 
Etonian,  first  a  Jjarristor  at  Law,  now  a  Commissioner  of  the 
Victualling  Oflici*,  and  (by  an  easy  transition)  Translator  of 
Horace.  Ncgafds  artifex  scqui  voces.  (Pers.  Prol.)  In  this 
revision  of  my  work,  I  have  no  more  space  to  allot  to  Mr. 
Boscawen  or  liis  rhynus.  Jt  is  the  fate  of  some  men  to  describe 
the  history  of  an  art,  withoutmakiug  any  pro;^rcss  in  it  theni- 
SL'ives;  to  write  verses  without  inspiration,  and  satirical  poems 
vithout  satire.     But  what  said  Boileau  ? 

o 

Attaquer  Chnpelain?  ah!  c'cst  un  si  bon  homme: 

11  estvrai,  s'il  m'eut  crA,  qu'II  n'eut  point  faitdcs  vers. 

U  sc  tuf  a  rimer.     Quen'ecrit  il  en  prose  ? 

Voil4  CO  que  I'on  dit.  Etquedisjc  autre  chose?*   (1798) 

Nothing 
*  Boileau  Sat.  9. 
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1  never  lov'cl  Dean  Dewlap's  vacant  looks. 
Or  purchas'd  empty  praise  from  empty  books;  70 
I  leave  at  sales  the  undisputed  reign 
To  milk-white  (/)  Gosset,  and  learned  (/:)  Spencer'^ 
train. 
No  German  nonsense  sways  my  English  heart, 
Unus'd  at  ghosts  and  rattling  bones  to  st^rt : 

Nothing  indeed  is  less  accepfable  than  plain  truth  to  irritable 
and  implacable  rhymers;  but  I  must  say,  that  the  unresisting 
imbecility  of  Mr.  Boscawen's  translation  disarms  all  particular 
criticism. 

Et  quidnam  egrcgium  procterncre  mseniaparua 

Struda  lyrdl* 

(/)Nota  bookseller  of  reputation  in  London,  Payne,  Ed- 
wards, White,  (SLc.  &c.  is  unacquainted  with  Dr.  Gosset's  "  milk- 
"  Khite  vellum  books,"  when  he  wishes  to  make  an  exchange. 
The  RcTcrend  Dr.  Gosset  is  present  at  all  the  Booksales  in 
the  metropolis,  and  he  certainly  is  a  good  scholar,  as  well  as 
a  good  judge  of  the  value  of  books.  Doctor  Gosset's  priced 
catalogues  in  Ms  ozc7i  hand  are  said  to  be  in  an  uninterrupted 
series,  except  one.  They  arc  also  said  to  be  equal  in  use  and 
value  to  "The  curious  collection,  in  regular  and  undoubted 
"  succession  of  all  the  Tickets  of  the  Islington  Turnpike  from 
*' its _/Z;'a7  institution  to  the  20th  of  May  inclusire,"  recorded 
among  the  prcsciUs  made  to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  whert 
Sir  Matthew  Mite  was  admitted  Fellow,  and  made  his  speech 
•a  that  occasion,  f 

*  Statius  L.  10. 
+  Foote's  Nabob,  Act  2. 
X  3 
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T  never  chose,  in  various  nature  strong. 
Logic  for  verse,  or  history  for  song ; 
But  at  the  magic  ofTorquato's  strain, 
Disarm'd  and  captive  in  Armida's  chain. 
To  Godfrey's  pomp  Rinaldo  still  prefer,     '' 
Nor  care,  should  ranting  Wakefield  (kk)  think  I 
err.  80 


No  person  is  nozo  obliged  io  maTcc  an  inauguration 
speech,  -when  he  is  admitted  Fellow  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society.  The  noble  President  observed  in  one  of  his  speeches 
that  the  custom  ceased  and  determined  at  Sir  Matthew  Mite's 
election,  as  appeared  by  the  recoi'd,  copied  by  Mr.  Foote 
and  inserted  in  his  Nabob.—"  Ego  si  risi,  lividus  et  mordax 
ridear?"  The  little  Doctor,  I  think,  will  be  the  first  to  smile 
himself;  as  he  is  au  ingenious,  learned,  sensible,  and  chcarful 
mau. 

{Ic)  The  Rt.  Hon.  Farl  Spencer,  the  munificent,  and  I  may 
add,  the  learned,  sensible,  and  very  intelligent  collector  of 
every  valuable  work  in  literature.  I  record  with  pleasure  his 
"  Palatine  Apollo,"  that  mimus  Apolline  dignum! 

{kk)  Gilbert  Wakefield.  — AVe  give  up  (but  with  great 
reluctance)  Virgil,  Horace,  and  Lucretius,  but  we  will  ndt 
give  up  the  Constitution  of  England  sacred  or  civil,  to  his  tor- 
turing hours.  "  Criticus  adsuctus  urere,  sccarc,  inclementer 
omnis  generis  libros  tractare,  apices,  syllabas,  voces,  dictioncs 
confodere,  et  stylo  cxigerc,  non  continebit  iste  ab  integro 
(Reipublic.i:  nostra)  statu  crudeles  ungues?  &c.  &c.  Orat. 
Petri  Burmanni  Lugd.  Bat.  1720." 
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To  Hurd,  not  (/)  Parr,  my  Muse  submits  her  lays, 
Pleas'd  with  advice,  without  a  hist  for  praise; 
Wlio  marks  her  errors,  him  she  deems  her  friend. 
Fond  to  correct,  but  never  to  defend  : 
With  patriot  aim,  and  no  irreverent  rage, 
Without  one  stain  of  party  on  the  page. 
From  Grecian  springs  her  force,  her  art  she  draws, 
Firm  in  her  trust,  ennobled  in  her  cause; 
Her  moral  none,  the  verse  some  few  disdain : 
Yet  not  a  note  she  sounds  shall  sound  in  vain,    90 
While  Bryant  (m)  in  applause  with  Baker  (?«)  joins, 
Gifford  {o)  approves,  and  Storer  [p)  loves  the  lines : 


(l)  Seethe  account  of  Dr.  Parr's  style  and  writings.  P.  of  L. 
Dialogue  III.  &c.  with  the  notes.  "When  the  reader  has 
considered  the  whole,  perhaps  he  may  be  incli:icd  to  say  with 
the  comic  poet  of  Athens, 

IItjXov    to   fj.iycc    KOMnOAAKYGOr  -!Tt(r;y !  * 

(tw)  Jacob  Bryant,  Esq.  Authorof  the  Analysis  of  Ancient 
Mythology,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(n)  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  Physician  to  the  King,  a 
Geailemaa  of  deep  and  extensive  classical  knowledge.     His 

compositions 
•  Aristoph.  Acharn.  subfiu. 
X  3 
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Though  still,   a  stranger  in  the  sacred  clime. 
Some  say,  I  love  not  poetry,   but  rhymc*^ 

Offspring  of  other  times,  yc  visions  old ! 
Legends,  no  more  by  gentle  hands  unroll'd. 
Magnanimous  deceits !  where  favour'd  youth 
Finds  short  repose  from  formidable  truth  ! 
Oh,  witness  if,  e'er  silent  in  your  praise, 
Tve  pass'd  in  vice  or  sloth  inglorious  days,       100 
But  rais'd  for  you  my  firm  unaltcr'd  voice. 
Fancy  my  guide,  and  solitude  my  choice, 


compositions  are  written  in  the  purest  Latinity,  M'ortliy  of  a« 
Etonian.  His  situation  in  life  sufficiently  declares  his  pro- 
fessional talents.     (1797.) 

(o)  William  Giflford,  Esq.  Author  of  the  Baviad  and  the 
Maeviad. 

(p)  Anthony  Storcr,  Esq.  a  Gentleman  of  fortune  and 
fashion,  taU-nts  and  accomplishments.  He  was  educated  at 
Eton  and  Camhridgc :  his  attainments  in  literature  arc 
various  and  considerable;  and  few  men  have  a  nicer  skill  in  the 
principles  of  just  and  legitimate  pomposition  than  Mr.  Storer, 
JIc  has  read  Quintilian  ioiih  effect^  (Mr.  Storer  will  under- 
stand me  perfectly)  and  he  has  drawn  his  knowledge  and 
judgment  from  tho  best  writers  and  critics  of  antiquity  and  of 
modern  time.  (1797.) 
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Tlioii^h  noio  [q]  no  Syren  voice  be  heard,  no  strain 
Ascend  from  Pindiis,  or  Arcadia's  plain  3 
No  Graces  round  th'  Olympian  throne  of  Jove 
Rid  the  nine  virgins  raise  the  chant  of  love  : 
The  harp  of  Talicssin  lies  unstrung, 
Close  by  the  loom,  where  Death's  dread  sisters  sung ; 
Unfelteach  charm  of  Odin's  magic  tree, 
AVith  many  an  uncouth  Runic  (.s)  phantasy,     110 
The  symbol  dee}),  and  consecrated  rhyme, 
Trac'd  with  due  reverence  in  the  northern  clime. 
Though  now  no  temper'd  lance,  no  magic  brand. 
No  Durindana  [t]  waves  o'er  fabled  land  j 


(r/)  I  me;m  by  tlicsc  and  several  following  lines  to  ob.scrvo, 
that  the  Pagan  Fabli)  is  now  exhausted,  and  the  specious 
miracles  of  Gothic  Romance  have  never  olhite  years  produced  a 
poet.  Perhaps  the  latter  were  more  adapted  to  true  poetry  than 
the  })agan  inventions.  ^Vitness  the  sublimer  producliuiis  of 
modem  Italy. 

(*)  Mr.  Mathias,  (the  Author  of  (he  E.ssay  on  the  Evidence, 
he.  on  the  long-disputed  subject  of  the  poems  ascribed  to 
Jiov^li;y  in  the  li(h  century,  and  which  I  uientiuned  in  a  note, 
to  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.)  several  years  ago  at- 
tempted to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  public  to  theremalui  of 
northern  antiquity,  byalyrical  imilalion  of  sonioRunic  frag- 
ments  1  wish  the  example  had  been  followed.  (I7ii7  ) 

(t)  Tlie  sword  ^f  Orlando. 

X  4 
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No  nightly-rounding  Ariel  floats  unseen. 

Or  James  amazement  o'er  the  desert  green ; 

No  wizards  hold,  some  blasted  pine  beneath. 

Their  horrid  sabbath  on  the  darken'd  heath  j 

Say,  are  the  days  of  blest  delusion  fled  ? 

Must  fiction  rear  no  more  her  languid  head  ?     102 

No  more  the  Muse  her  long-lost  transports  know. 

Nor  trace  the  fount  whence  living  waters  flow  ? 

Awake,  ye  slumb'ring  Rulers  of  the  song  ! 

Each  in  your  solemn  orders  pa^s  along ; 

In  sacrei  radiance  o'er  your  mountain  old 

Yet  once  again  your  dignities  unfold, 

And  fill  the  space ;  your  scepter'd  glories  claim 

And  vindicate  the  great  Pierian  name  ! 


OCTAVIUS. 

Are  these  a  poet's  only  themes  ?  I  feai'. 
No  verse  like  this  will  find  a  patient  ear.  130 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear  yet  awhile.— The  dread  resistless  pow'r. 
That  works  deep-felt  at  inspiration's  hour. 
He  claims  alone — 

QCTAVIUS. 

Who  claims  ? 

AUTHOR. 

The  favour'd  bard,  (a) 
Who  nobly  conscious  of  liis  just  rewar<l. 


(d)  1  mean  here  to  give  a  character  of  the  Poet,  as  suchf 
and  of  the  sources  whence  the  art  itself  is  drawn.  I  would 
wi^h  to  express  geiierallij,  what  Prochis  (in  one  of  his 
dissertations  on  the  UoXnHcc  of  Plato,  ed.  fol.  Basil.  1534.  p. 
403.)  would  call  with  a  sublime  dignity,  the  riawrsty  noii»T»it>i5 
1|*;  ^*a\aju.7rcfo-av,  when  the  poet  exerts  his  highest  faculties,  or, 
(in  the  fanguage  of  Proclus  in  <he  same  place)  Orav  ivQ^crix^i-j, 
K«j  T«»5  Maa-xt;  Kxroxoi;  m,  xwra  THN  nPftTHN  tr.fyj  KAI 
EN0EON  JIOIHTIKHN. 

A  selectioR 


310 

With  loftier  soul,  an;l  undccaying  might. 
Paints  what  he  icels  in  characters  of  hght. 


A  selection  of  various  chapters  from  this  work  of  Proclus  on 
Ihe  UoXiTHx  of  PJato,  which  relate  t9  poetry,  might,  and  should, 
be  made  and  published  by  sonu'.  ingenious  scholar  ;  as  they  would 
be  perfectly  new  and  original  to  many  persons,  f  know  not  (better 
Greek  scholars  than  I  am  may  know)  whcthi-r  at  present  there 
is  any  edilion  at  all,  but  tiiat  printed  at  Basil,  in  Greek, 
without  any  Latin  translation.  They  exhibit  what  this 
philosopher  of  genius  (in  p.  401,  on  the  Tpu;  »J-a»  mi  nom-wn,-,) 
terms,      the    Triv    iwv    TioiytTuy     fjuccnxv    KktZ^iitnm     x.xi    xivHCOtVf     xa,k 

Philosophers  like  these,  Apollo  and  all  his  choir  were  once 
■supposed  to  address  in  strains,  which  few  scholars  will  hear 
w  ithout  delight.  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  life  of  Plotiuus, 
the  Platonic,  whiclk-was  written  with  some  eloquence  (at  least 
Politiau  thought  so)  by  his  disciple  Porphyrins:* 

A'ixvxTi/v  fj.u.nxKn)/,    ojuytp^iKtc-*   t    otojoa»j. 
AXXoc,  '/E  Macrai'v   »Efoj  X°f°^  airucrx^-iy^ 
Ei;    e»  £7r»iryuo»TEf  aoiori;   T-ff/.xrx  xawrnj, 
Y'/i/it  xjxi  iv  fj.'.aaxto'i-/   Eyw  ^oioo-   Sx^v^xtrr,;, 

1  would  also  present  the  following  passage,  from  a  great 
Konianmaster,  to  every  rising  Youth  of  geuiusin  this  kingdom. 
If  I  could  perceive  his  countenance  brightening  as  he  reads,  and 
the  powiTS  of  his  soul  kindling   into    a  fancied  or   anticipated 

emulation, 

*  Piotini  Vita.  In  limine  Opcr.  Plotini  Edit.  Ficiui.  Basilcjc 

MDXXC.  ~ 
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He  turns:   and  instantaneous  all  around 
Clills  whiten,  waters  niurniur,  voices  sound  i 


<>miilation,  !  shovild  say  tohinij  as  Ilcrudotus  once  said  to  tlie 
Father  of  Thuc^dides,  when  be  pcrcoivcJ  the  tear  of  enthiisiasia 
falling  from  the  boy,  at  his  rt  eital  of  "  the  Expedition  of 
Xerxes  against  the  general  Liberty  of  Greeee,"  The  scene  was 
the  Olympic  games,  Herodotus  before  his  Country,  and 
ThiicydiJcs  hi'  audUor.  Can  I  rouse  the  attention  yet  more? 
at  such  a  moment  he  pronounced  these  Mords;  OfyS  ri  ^vs-t^  in  dm 
o-tf  ^fo,- jxxGjijwarx.*  I^et  Some  future  Poet,  who  now  perceivts 
in  hiinsilf,  what  Statius  calls  the  "  criida  exordia  wajjHse  Iii- 
*'  dolis,"hear  and  perpend. 

Legerc  si  desideras, 
Vaces  oportet,  Futyche,  a  negotiis, 
U(  liber  animus  scntiat  vim  carminis. 
Mutandum  tjbi  propositum  est,  ct  viiEc  genus, 
Jafrare  si  Musanim  limen  cogitas: 
Ego,  (qi'cm  Plerio  mater  enixa  est  jngo, 
In  quo  tonanti  sancta  Mnemosyne  Jovi, 
Foscunda  novies,   artiura  peperit   rhornm;} 
Quamvis  inipsA pcnc  natwi  sim  scliola^ 
Curamqu    habendipcnitus  corde  era^crim^ 
Et  laude  ifivila  in  hanc  vitum  incubucrim^ 
Fastidiose  taraen  in  eojtura  recipior. 
Kem  me  profcssum  dicet  aliquis  gravcm  ; 
Sed  literataj  cum  sim  propior  Grieciae, 
Cur  somuo  iilerti  deseram  Patriae  decus? 

I  never  read  this  transcendant  strain  of  genius,  witljout  foelinj 
even  my  own  mind  filled  for  a  space,  with  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Poet ;  Neqii» 

♦  M»rcelUai  Vit.  Thucyd.  p.  8.  Thucyd,  «dit.  Iluds.  Oxoiv 
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Portentous  forms  in  heav'n's  aerial  hall 
Appear,  as  at  some  great  supernal  call.  140 

Thence  oft  in  thought  his  steps  ideal  {x)  haste 
To  rocks  and  groves,  the  wilderness  or  waste ; 


Neque  enim  Aoniiim  nemus  Advcna  lustro, 
Nee  mca  nunc  primis  albescunt  tcmpora  vittis.* 
(x)I  speak  of  the  effect  of  /oc«7  siluation  on  the  mind  of  the 
poet.  But  if  any  man  of  genius,  fancy,  and  learning,  in  the 
vigour  and  noon-day  of  his  life  and  faculties  should,  from  some 
circumstances  for  ever  to  be  regretted,  be  unfortunately  deprived 
of  the  power  of  visiting  these  great  and  awful  scenes  of  nature, 
and  the  monuments  of  ancient  art ;  an  imagination  bold  and 
fervid  may.  in  some  degree,  supply  that  want  by  recourse  to  the 
most  finished  representations  of  them  by  sublime  painters  and 
artists.  Stuart,  Wood,  and  Pirancsi  may  raise  ideas  worthy  of 
the  Poet,  and  pour  upon  his  fancy  all  the  ancient  dignity  of 
Athens,  of  Palmyra,  and  of  Rome.  Alas!  these  scenes  are  closed 
forever.     Non  Ego  sum  vatcs,  sed  prisci  consciusaivi ! 

I  cannot  but  present  my  reader  with  thcform  of  an  Oath  on 
such  a  subject,  from  the  last  classical  Poet  under  the  expiring 
monarchy  of  France,  the  famous  Delisle.   I  am  as  ready  on  this 
subject,  as  himself,  to  swear  at  the  high  alfar  of  the  Muses  ; 
'^  Ilelasl^e  n* at  point  vu  se  sejour  enchante, 
Ccs  beaux  lieux;  oa  Virgile  atant  dc  fois  chante; 
Mais  j'on  juhe  et  V^irgilc,  et  ses  accords  subiimeSj 
J^irai :  dc  I'Apennin  je  franchirai  les  cimes, 
J'ir.ii,  pleinde  sonnom,  plcin  de  ces  vers  sacres, 
Lcs  lire  aux  mcmes  lieux  qui  les  ont  inspires." 


*  Stat.  Achill.  1.  1.  V.  10, 


Les  Jardins,  L.  1. 
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To  plains,  where  Tadmor's  (?y)  regal  ruins  lie 

In  desolation's  sullen  majesty  : 

Or  where  Carthusian  (z)  spires  the  pilgrim  draw. 

And  bow  the  soul  with  unresisted  awe ; 

Whence  Bruno,  from  the  mountain's  pine- clad  brow, 

Survey'd  the  world's  inglorious  toil  below ; 

Then,  as  down  ragged  cliffs  the  torrent  roar'd. 

Prostrate  great  Nature's  present  god  ador'd,   150 

And  bade,  in  solitude's  extremest  bourn, 

Religion  hallow  the  severe  sojourn. 

To  HIM  the  Painter  gives  his  pencil's  might; 
No  gloom  too  dreadful,  and  no  blaze  too  bright. 
What  time  to  mortal  ken  he  dares  unveil 
The  inexpressive  form  [a)  in  semblance  frail. 


(j/)  "  He  built  Tadmorm  the  Wilderness."  Chron.  B.  2.  ch. 
8.  V.  4.  It  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Wood  obserV^,  that  the 
natives,  at  this  day,  call  Palmyra  by  tlie  orgiiial  appellation 
of  Tadmor. 

(:)  The  famous  monastery,  calltd  «  The  Grange  ChaHreuse." 
The  retirement  of  Saint  Bruno. 

(a)  The  Pictures  of  the  Suprfeoie  Being  by  Raphael  and 
Michael  Angel  0.     There  is  one  .picture  of  thc  SveREME  BErNG 

srparatinj 


To  the  straiii'd  view  presents  the  yawning  tonib> 
Substantial  horrors,  and  eternal  doom. 

To  HIM  the  Powers  of  harmony  (6)  resort. 
And  as  the  Bard,  with  high  commanding  port,  160 
Scans  all  the  ethereal  wilderness  around. 
Pour  on  his  ear  the  thrilling  stream  of  sound ; 
Strains,  from  that  full-strung-chords  at  distance 

swell. 
Notes,  breathing  soft  from  music's  inmost  cell; 
While  to  their  numerous  pause,  or  accent  deep. 
His  choral  passions  dread  accordance  keep. 

Thence  musing,  lo  he  bends  his  weary  eyes    , 
On  life,  and  all  it's  sad  realities  j 
Marks  how  the  prospect  darkens  in  the  rear,     16^ 
Shade  blends  with  shade,  and  fear  succeeds  to  fear, 
!Mid  forms  that  rise,  itnd  flutter  through  the  gloom, 
'TiR  Death  unbar  the  cold  sepulchral  room. 

separating  the  light  from  the  darkness^  iii;  the.  Vftult  of  the 
Capella  Sestina  in  Rome,  by  Michael  Angclo,  ■which,'^  I  believe, 
has  never  betMi  engraved.  Mt'-.  Fnseii,  I  thinky  said  so  xchen  I 
enquired  about,  if,  I  allude  also  to  the  picture  of  the  Last 
Judgment,  by  the  same  plaster,  .--■'.. 
(*)  The  power  of  Music  on  the  mind  .trf- tlic  P«et» 
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Such  iS  the  Poet :  such  his  claim  divine ! — 
Imagination's  chartered  libertine,  (c) 
He  scorns,  in  apatliy,   to  float  or  dream 
On  listless  Satisfaction's  torpid  stream, 
J3ut  dares,  alone,  in  vent'rous  bark  to  rid« 
Down  turbulent  Delight's  tempestuous  tide. 
With  thoughts  encount'ring  thoughts  in  conflict 

strong. 
The  deep  Pierian  thunder  of  the  song  1 80 

Rolls  o'er  his  raptur'd  sense ;  the  realms  on  high 
For  him  disclose  their  varied  majesty  ; 
He  feels  the  call :  then  bold,  beyond  control. 
Stamps  on  the  immortal  page  the  visions  of  his  soul ! 

OCTAVIUS. 

Nay,  if  you  feed  on  this  ceelestial  strain. 

You  may  with  Gods  hold  converse,  not  with  men^ 

Sooner  the  people's  right  shall  Horsley  [d]  teach. 

In  judgment  delicate,  with  prudence  preacli^ 

(c)  <'  The  air,  a  chartered  libertine^  is  still." 

Shakspearc.  11.  r. 

(^d)   I  allude  to  Bishop  Ilorsley's  intemperate  and  unadvised 

speeches  io  Parliament.     An  injudicious  friend  is  worse  than 

sn 
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And  o*er  his  bosom  broad  forget  to  spread 
Bath's  dangling  pride,  and  ribband  rosy-red  j  (e) 
Friend  of  the  Church  the  pious  Grafton  (/)  prove; 
Or  Sutton  [g)  cease  to  claim  the  public  love,  192 
And  e'er  forego,  from  dignity  of  place. 
His  polish'd  mind  and  reconciling  grace  5 
Or  Yorke,  (//)  regardlessof  his  saCrcd trust. 
To  unobtrusive  merit  be  mijust  j 


an  enemy ;  and  I  believe  Mr.  Pitt  thinks  so.  Inconsiderate 
sentences  uttered  publickly  by  members  of  either  House  are 
very  dangerous,  and  do  much  harm  :  the  dogma  is  remembered, 
and  the  comment  is  forgotten.  Bishop  Horsley  and  Mr. 
Wyndham  (both  men  of  great  natural  and  acquired  ability) 
should  be  more  attentive  in  this  particular.     (1797.) 

(e)  Bishop  Horsley  is  Dean  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and 
is  a  bold  rival  to  the  late  learned  knight,  Sir  William  |Draper, 
in  making  "  that  blushing  ribband  the  perpetual  ornameiit  of 
*'  his  person."  See  Junius,  in  his  Third  Letter,  and  Bishop 
Horsley  eien/ tc^e?c.    (1797.) 

(/)  See  the  Duke's  JF/in^j. — Rather  broad. 

(g)  The  Plight  Rev.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Bishop  oi 
Norwich.  A  Prelate  whose  amiable  demeanour,  useful  learning, 
and  conciliating  habits  of  life,  particularly  recommend  his 
episcopal  character.  No  man  api^ears  to  mc  so  peculiarly 
marked  out  for  the  highest  dignity  of  the  Church,  sede 
vacmte,  as  Dr.  Sutton.     (July  1797.)  .    . 
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Porteous,  the  royal  (/)  prelate,  firm  to  truth. 
Forget  the  primal  patron  of  his  youth ; 
Moore  to  his  synod  call,  of  unction  full ; 
Or  Barrington  be  meek ;  or  Watson  dull.         200 

(b)  The  RightRcT.  James  Yorke,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Ely.  The 
voluntary/  unsolicited  offer  of  the  Mastership  of  Jesus  College 
in  Cambridge,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paley,  so  well  known  in  the 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  world,  deserves  to  be  publicly 
mentioned  as  an  instance,  almost  solitary,  of  generous,  liberal 
discernment  in  the  important  collation  of  academical  dignity. 
The  University  regrets  the  absence  of  Dr.  Palcy,  one  of  the 
ablest  instructors  she  ever  could  boast ;  and  Bishop  Yorke  must 
be  recorded  as  one  of  the  friends  of  learning.  It  is  no  mean 
honour  to  associate  the  name  of  Paley  with  that  of  Yorke.  "  Et 
"  mece,  si  quid  loquar  audiendum,  vocis  accedet  bona  pars.'* 
(Nov.  1797.) 

(i)  The  Right  Rev.  Beilby  Porteons,  Bishop  of  London.  See 
the  Dedication  of  his  Sermons.  I  think  him  right  in  recording 
his  elevation  as  the  immediate  voluntary  gift  of  royal,  and  not 
of  ministerial,   favour. 

Sic  gemmas  vaginte  infronfeso]eha,t 
Ponere  zelotypo  Juvenis  pr^elatus  Hiarbse! 
The  choice  was  approved  unanimously  by  the  country,  and 
justified  by  his  own  merits  and  conduct.  But  I  admire  still  more 
Dr.  Portcous's  affectionate,  grateful,  and  eleijant  tribnte  to  the 
memory  of  his  venerable  latron,  Archbishop  Secker;*  a 
name  never  to  be  uttered  but  with  reverenco,  as  the  great 
exemplar  of  metropolitan  strictness,  erudition,  and  dignity. 
The  uHion  of  surji  patrons  must  for  ever  mark  the  character  of 
Bishop  Porteous.  (1798.) 

*Scc  bis  Lifc;  just  republished,  with  a  proper  attention  to  the 

time. 
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Sooner  Stentorian  (k)  Davies  cease  to  talk. 
And  for  his  Eton  quit  his  Bond-street  walk ; 


(k)  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Davies,  D.  D.  Provost  of  Eton 
College;  a  learned,  pleasant,  generous,  open-hearted,  good- 
tempered  man,  but  in  conversation  rather  too  much  of  a 
Stentor,  who  is  declared  by  Homer  to  have  had  a  voice  equai 
to  fifty  other  men.  The  Epithets  of  Homer  are  all  significant, 
and  I  therefore  give  the  lines. 

OiToa-ov   c*v^wx<r<:  OSON    AAAOI    HENTHKONTA. 

ISfr.  Provost  has  an  invincible  partiality  for  the  charms  of 
London,  whenever  his  duty  docs  not  oblige  him  to  be  at  his 
Lodge.  The  reason  is  simple;  the  air  at  Eton  now  and  thcii 
bites  shrewdly,   &c.  &c.  &c. 

Extract  from  a  M.  S.  found  in  Long  Chamber  at  Eton  ;  the 
hand-writiiig  conjectured  to  be  that  of  Dr.  Heath  the  Head 
Master  and  of  one  of  the  Assistants.  It  was  found  on  one  of 
Mrs.  Heath's  Ball  Nights  during  Lent^  ghen  to  the  Lautoriim 
Pueri  for  the  advantage  and  credit  of  the  School.  (Nov.  1797. ) 

Vicinas  alii  Veneres,    Charitumque  chorccoi 
Carmine  concelcbrent;  nos  Veri  dogma  severum^ 
Triste  sonant  pulsce  nostra  testudijic  chordte ! 

Eton  School,  like  many  other  great  and  useful  public 
Schools,  stands  in  need  of  many  nets  and  strong  regulations, 
which  the  interests  of  this  kingdom,  in  common  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  time,  call  for  Avith  a  voice  not  to  be  disregartled  by 
tBe  masters  and  governors- 

Perhaps  the  very  existence  of  the  kingdom,  in  its's  present 
eonstitution,  depends  upon  the  undeviatiog  compliance  with  the 

present 
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present  form  and  mode  of  classical  (and  I  hope  of  religious) 
ihsfrucfion,  so  long  and  so  M-iscly  established  in  our  public 
schools.  If  we  desert  and  abandon  it,  the  principles  and  strength 
of  THE  ENGLisft  CH-VRACTEU  for  Sense,  discrction,  solid  learn, 
ing,  and  sound  understanding  will  fall,  ta  rise  no  more.  We 
shall  be  destroyed,  over-run,  or  disgraced  with  National 
Institutes,  French  morality,  French  learning,  and  French 
jargon,  political  and  metaphysical:  no  lustration  can  purify 
tis  any  more. 

Oiw  '■>  Til)    ToXXwvo,"   f(7£waTo    Ax^wdoj  &f~»i|  I 

*OIA   A'  'OAON  TO  MEAAOPON !  Ixaj,  Ixaj  oVrij  a?.«Tpof, 

Kai  in  va  rot,  fepsrpa  xaXw  TroJi   $OIBOS   af«c-T?i.* 

This  is  a  subject  which  should  be  considered  by  every  Father 
of  a  family,  and  by  every  Guardian  of  young  Persons  in  this 
country,  with  the  most  impressiyc  seriousness.  Undoubtedly 
the  e\peiice  attending  an  education  at  any  great  public  school, 
(I  speak  not  only  of  Eton)  is  noiofelt  in  such  a  manner,  as  I 
fear  it  will  be  difficult  for  Parents  long  to  supply,  or  to 
continue.  Whence  does  it  arise?  Is  there  a  remedy,  in  part? 
I  think  there  is. 

To  my  certain  knowledge,  the  cxpenccs  of  any  public 
school,  as  such,  are  increased  but  in  a  small,  and  in  a  very 
reasonable,  proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Mode, 
fashion,  custom,  vanity,  and  inconsiderateness  occasion  the 
chief  causes  of  complaint.  Fashionable  private  tuition  is  indeed 
not:  as  evpcnsive,  or  rather  more  so  in  some  cases. 

I  would  first  propose,  that  no  Master  or  Instructor  in  an)/  of 
our  public  schools,  should  be  sulfered  to  keep  a  Boarding  House, 
or  have  boys  to  board  with  him.  The  character  of  the  "  De 
"  loiUce paranda  attonitls  Doctqr,"  should  be  done  away, 

*  Callin.  Ilymu.  ad  Apoll. 
Y2 
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and  the  custom  wholly  abolished.  This  might  easily  be  effected, 
by  a  §T??crf// determination  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentlemen  of 
this  kingdom.  Surely  all  Boys,  of  every  description  and  rank, 
might  now  board  at  the  general  and  established  Boarding  houses, 
the  cxpences  of  which  are  liberal,  unvarying,  and  regulated. 
From  such  an  cqualUij  of  education  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

The  next  question  may  be  this ;  Is  there  a  necessity  for  a  Boy 
to  have  a  Tutor  in  avy  public  school  ?  Why  must  he  have  one? 
\i  is  perhaps  a  source  ofunrccessaryexpencc  (and  sometimes  of 
no  very  commendable  traffic);  and  which  is  still  worse,  it 
promotes  negligence  and  idleness  in  boys,  and  prevents  their 
reliance  on  their  own  faculties  and  indispensable  application. 
Thirdly,  I  am  confident  that  by  the  attention  and  superintcn- 
dancc  on  the  part  of  the  parents  or  guardians,  the  expence 
of  bills  mJght  be  considerablj/  lessened  ;  and  in  regard  to  books 
ill  particular.  For  want  of  precaution,  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
elegance  of  thccditions,or  of  the  binding.  School-books  are  never 
costly.  This  is  a  single  instance;  but  on  such  and  similar  instances 
I  cannot  condescend  to  expaiiate:  I  would  be  useful,  and 
therefore  not  tedious. 

The  greatest,  most  serious,  and  most  alarming  cause  is 
behind,  over  which  the  masters  can  have  no  control.  It  is  this  : 
Private  or  pocket  money  given  with  a  heedless,  wanton,  and 
inconsiderate  profusion  unknown  in  former  times. 

We  are  told  in  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  day,  that  all  boys  must 
he  gintlemen,  that  thoy  must  act  as  other  boys,  and  have  no 
temptation  to  he  mean.  Suppose  this  granted.  How  is  this 
enormous  expence  to  be  supplied?  By  the  argument,  it  is  no 
part  of  the  unavoidable  expence  of  education.  But  a  boy's 
■purse,  it  seems,  should  be  always  full;  that— That  what?  that 
he'mat/  be  under  no  temptation  to  be  mean.     Can  wc  be  now 

ignorant 
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Ignorant  what  Is  the  sense  affixed  to  meanness  by  a  modera 
pampered  boy  ?  Well  then :  he  has  no  temptation  to  be  mean. 
But,  from  a  full  purse,  has  he  no  temptation  to  be  wicked?  no 
temptation  to  be  idle  and  negligent?  Ahorse,  perhaps  I  may 
be  told,  is  sometimes  allowable.  Why  ?  that  he  may  attend 
races,  I  suppose,  or  be  in  town,  now  and  then,  perhaps  for  a 
whole  night.  His  purse  must  be  full.  Why?  that  he  may  go  to 
the  tavern,  drink  his  bottle  like  a  gentleman,  and  now  and  thea 
slink  to  the  gaming  table,  and  become  a  man  of  honour  in  good 
time.  Liquors  are  rebellious  in  the  blood,  and  then,  as  the 
purse  is  full,  the  forehead  will  not  long  be  bashful.  The 
means  of  Aveakness  and  debility  need  not  be  zcooed ;  they  are 
every  where  obvious  and  obtrusive. 

Such  is  the  education  of  boys  with  a  full  purse. 

A  poet  once  spoke  of  moderation,  and  of  government  in 
expence,  in  other  terms: 

0  nondum  CognitaDivura 
Munera!   virtulis  custos  et  auiica  pudorl, 
Luxuriae  froenum,  vitas  tuiela  I 

But  such  expences,  it  may  be  said,  are  for  patrician  boys. 
Arc  they  then  separated  from  the  rest  ?  Is  there  no  contagion 
ofexamplc?  What  are  our  public  streets  by  dav,  or  our  theatres 
by  night?  The  eye  may  see,  but  the  car  might  distrust  the 
report.  But  a  full  purse,  it  seems,  is  very  necessary  for  a 
boy,  that  he  maij  not  be  mean.  Surely  this  is  most  ruinous 
and  contemptible  sophistry. 

In   education,    and  in   the   government  of  a  state,    every 

obstacle  should  be  opposed  io  wickedness,  and  to  the  means  of 

wickedness.  There  should  bo  a  double  restraint.  All  passions 

submit  ultimafely  (with  the  great  majority  of  mankind)  to  the 

V  3  jtaability 
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inability  of  gratifying  them,  and  the  disposition  Is  bcstprcparc4 
by  the  discipline  of  necessity. 

Tu  boys  and  youths  of  ingenuous  tempers,  sometimes  filial 
piety,  a  regard  for  their  nearest  relatives,  the  advantage  of  a 
good  character,  and  the  pleasure  of  a  good  conscience,  operate 
with  the  better  and  more  honourable  part.  But  human 
infirmity  is  not  to  be  trusted;  it  never  yet  was  trusted  with 
security.  Laws,  regulations,  and  strong  institutions  have 
the  greatest  power  to  enforce  good  manners,  when  the  Parents, 
Guardians,  Instructors,  and  Masters  co-operate  fully  in  their 
Keveral  functions.  It  must  be  remembered,  I  am  speaking  of 
Jthi  education  of  boijs,  and  not  of  confirmed  habits  of  ex  pence, 
of  wickedness,  or  of  dcprarity  in  men.  The  wisdom  and 
experience  of  those  to  whom  I  am  addressing  mygolf,  in  public 
schools,  Tvill  easily  supply  what  I  haves  omitted ;  for  I  Iwxvc 
omitted  much.  Every  gentleman  in  the  country  may  co- 
operate in  this  important  and  patriotic  attention,  at  such  a 
period  as  the  present. 

It  is  also  not  to  be  dissembled,  (it  is  my  office  to  speak  openly 
and  boldly)  that  Boijs  now  actually  divide  themselves  info 
political,  parties.  There  is  indeed  a  general  licentiousness  pf 
spirit  among  nioderu  boys,  which  the  public  good  requires  to 
be  cffcctualfj/,  pov:erfullyj  and  instantly  repre.<sed.  It  is  not  by 
false  and  specious  Uberulitif  that  this  evil  is  to  be  subdued.  If 
masters  audgovernors  are  firm  and  inflexible  in  their  regulations, 
what  can  the  children  do  ?  I  laugh  at  the  idle  apprchensiou  of 
rebellion  in  a  School. 

If  I  were  the  Head  Master  of  Eton,  I  would  begin  by  Tiia 
^ftOLiiioN  OF  T^HE  MO.NTEM  iuimedtatcfy.     It  is  Tcry  im^oper, 

an4 
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andTcry  foolish.  There  is  a  mcarmcss^  and  sometimes  an 
audadty^  in  this  authorized  mode  of  colic  ding  monci/  on  the 
highv:aj/,  which  I  wonder  young  Gentlemen  of  birth  and  family 
are  not  ashamed  of,    and  can  even  xzish  to  continue.     It  is 

SOMF.THING   BI'.TWEE.V    ALMS    AND    PLUNDER.         IlarrOW     SChool 

has  no  longer  its  ancient  and  dangerous  custom  of  ^^  shooting 
*'  for  the  silver  arrow."  I  mention  the  abolition  of  the 
sioxTEM  (though  itno-j:  occurs  but  once  in  three  years,)  only 
as  an  introduction  to  many  othsf  salutary  and  necessary 
restrictions  in  all  public  schools.  I  have  seen  the  nature  of  a 
rebellion  (as  it  is  called)  in  a  college  and  a  school,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  foolish  and  impotent. 

If  the  Parents,  Friends,  and  Guardians  co-operate  with  Mas- 
ters of  Schools  and  Colleges,  what  can  children  and  young  men 
ultimately  effect^  when  it  is  considered,  by  what  laws  and 
hopes  their  future  interest,  and  advancement  in  life  are  bound- 
in,  cabined,  and  confined?  The  majority  of  such  petti"^ 
Revolutionists  and  embryo  Democrats  are  always  restrained 
in  a  short  time^  and  their  successors  never  feel  the  absence  of 
what  they  never  expected. 

Let  every  master  of  a  College,  and  of  a  public  School 
boldly,  and  vigorously,  and  instantly  adopt  the  words  and 
spirit  of  Cicero  to  his  friend  Atticus.  "  In  qua  Ego  nactusy  ut 
*'  mihi  vidcbar,  loclm  uesecaxd.e  libidinis  ec  coercend^ 
*'  juvENTUTis,  vehemcns  fui,  etoranes  profudi  vires  aniraiutque 
**  ingenii  mci,  non  odio  adductus  alicujus,  scd  spe  rcipuhlicoe 
*'  corrigenda' ct  sanandie civitatis.  Afflicta  est  Respublica  I"* 
I  hope  this  note  will  be  regarded  with  the  attention  it  calls  for 
frora  th*;   public.  —  At  all  events,   now  and  ever;  *'  Salve, 

Y4  **  ma^na 

*  Cic.  Ep.  ad  Attic.  L.  1.  E.  18. 
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*'  magna  Parens  doctrina;,  Etonia  tellus,  Magna  Virum !" 
(Not.  1797.) 

Tlie  daily  and  hourly  experience  of  all  which  is  passing  in 
public  schools,  and  in  none  more  than  at  Eton,  calls  with  an 
increasing  impatience  and  in  a  deeper  tone  for   the  strongest 
and   most   instant    regulation.      I    maintain    that   nothing   Is 
necessary   to  produce  the  groat  nafional  effect  which  is  now 
required,    or  rather   demanded   imperiously,    but   a   solemn, 
conscientious,   unshrinliing  exertion  of  the  legitimate  power 
and  authority  which  are  now  vested  in  the  Masters  of  public 
Schools.  But  a  timid  complaisance  to  boys,  (which  they  always 
despise),  an  unwarrantable  connivance  at  their  irregularities, 
and,  consequently,  at  their  notorious  vices,  and  a  contemptible 
recourse  to  half-measures  in  urgent  and  perilous  cases,  which 
pall  for  decisive,  exemplary,  and  final  coercion,  will  utterly 
annihilate  the  sense  of  duty  and  obedience,  and  with  them,  of 
all  virtue.     Sound  discipline  and  sound  instruction  must  move 
together  undivided  and  inseparable;   the  heart  and  the  head 
must  be  equally  regarded,  whence  arc  the  issues  of  the  future 
life,  salvation,  and  glory  of  this  kingdom.     Petty  accomplish- 
ments,  a  paltry   liberality,    and  shameful  cowardice  in   the 
Masters  of  the  schools,   will  bring  on  the  Shipwreck  of  all 
public^    scholastic,   and  academical  ijistitutio7is,  and  then,  in 
the  words  of  Junius,  '^  Trifles  alone  will  be  preserved,  while 
*'  every  thing  which  is  solid  and  valuable   will  sink  to  the 
■■<' bottom,  and  be  lost  for  ever  V     (Added  Nov.  1  SOD.) 

{I)  The  Rev.  Humphry  Sumner,  D.  D.  lately  elected  (Nov. 

1707)  Provost  of  King's  C'ollege  in  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

■'So    it  is:    Mussat  tacito   Doctuina  iimore.     I  can  hare  no 

personal  objection  to  a  very  worthy  and  a  very  good  natured 

man. 
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man,  but  public  considerations  make  me  rcfiect  deeply  on  such 
a  subject. 

JVe  lament  the  loss  of  a  Provost  Tcncrable  in  advanced  age, 
dignified  in  his  deportment,  aud  of  clas«ical  erudition  deep, 
useful,  and  extensive.  In  the  cxtrcmes.t  boundary  of  human 
life  without  the  throbs  of  agony,  or  the  cold  gradations  of  dis- 
solution and  decay,  supported  and  sustained  hy  female  fili;d 
piety,  (that  blessed  hounden  duty!)  he  came  as  a  shock  of  cora 
to  theground  in  his  season.  Such  was  ^VILLIAM  Cooke,  D.  D. 
Provost  of  King's  College. 

But  when  I  think  on  all  the  eligible  doctors  and  learned  men, 
•^vorthy  of  succeeding  to  the  ofilce,  who  belong  to  our  para- 
mount and  royal  College,  I  must  own  the  choice  surprises  me 
at  such  a  time  as  this.  I  comfort  myself  that  I  have  no  vate. 
At  the  very  moment  when  defence  is  more  than  ever  called  for, 
it  seems  as  we  had  recourse  to  the  system  of  ine^ciency  for 
public  support. 

I  know  not  into  what  form  our  University  may  at  last  be 
changed.  It  may  be  turned,  for  ought  I  can  tell,  into  an 
Acadcmia  degli  Arcadi  e  degli  Bufii  caricati.  It  may  be  sup" 
ported  by  the  violation  of  every  principle  of  Academic  dignity, 
and  by  an  unworthy  familiarity  of  learned  gowns-mea  wi(h 
mechanics  and  shop. folks.  It  may  become  an  appendage  to  thj 
Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Canibridge.  Arc  z^e  not  elbowed 
OQthc  floor  of  our  own  Senate  House  by  an  impudent,  unqua- 
lified intrusion  of  Borough-mongering  Merc.rs,  and  rustling 
jNIen-milliners  ?  Oxford  might  teach  us  better  lessons :  she 
knows  her  dignity,  and  preserves  it.     I  have  nothing  left  but 

to 
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fo  deplore  ihc  change  among  OBrsclrcs;  -tvould  to  heaven,  I 
could  arert  it. 

Uni  qnippe  vacat,  studiisque  odiisqiie  carenti, 

Newtonjl  higere  genus ! 

Let  the  Unircrsity  of  Cambridfic  however  be  converted  into 
any  thing,  but  a  seminary  for  French  principles  and  tutorial 
democracy.  Let  lis  consider  a  little  to  whom  wc  give  our  con- 
fidence. Should  the  revenues  of  any  College  be  entrusted  to 
the  administration  of  the  partisans  of  democracy  ?  Should  the 
insignc  of  a  Chancellor's  authority  be  borne  by  a  satellite  of  a 
French  Directory  ?  I  think,  not.  T^e  robe  of  Cajsar  was  folded 
gracefully,  when  he  fell  in  the  Senate.  Let  us  at  least  remember 
tlia^ 

I  confess  it  boldly,  my  principles  are  strong  unto  salvation; 
and  if  1  had  authority,  I  would  thoroughly  pnrgethe  floor.     It 
may  be  done  not;?;  but  how  long  the  power  may   be  continued 
to  us,  I  fear  to  conjecture.     The  Monasteries  were  dissolved, 
vhen  they  became  useless.     His  Grace  of  Grafton,  our  Chan- 
cellor, haslndeed  given  Hints,   but  they  are  for  Dissenters  and 
Socinians  ;  the  orthodoxy  of  the  High  Steward,  Mr.  Pitt,  might 
yet.  support  the  establishment.     Some  Colleges   have   watched 
OTor  the  principles  of  the  m«n  proposed  for  the  tutors  ;    but  all 
JiAvcnot  so  watched.  Must  I  say,  as  th«  Poet  did  of  Achilles? 
Stupctaere  primo: 
Quae  loca?  qui  fluctus  ?  ubi  Pcllon?  omnia  versa, 
Jiut  ignota  vidct',  dubitatque  agnoscere   matremI* 
1  would  not   suffer  the  Muse  of  Satire  to  descend  among 
"Schools  and  Colleges,  but  upon  the  most  mature  and  the  mos't 

weighty 
^  ♦  Stat.  Achill.  Lib.  1. 
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■vveigTity  deliberation.  Perliaps  thts  is  the  last  public  remon- 
strance -svhlch  will  ever  be  made.  I  would  not  scatter  my  words 
lightly  in  every  ear,  but  I  would  graft  thcra  where  they  m;ght 
grow  and  bear.  At  this  hour  the  State  is  shaking  through  all 
her  departments :  and  nothing  is  now  indifferi  nt,  which  cau 
supply  aliment  for  health,  or  remedies  for  a  mortal  distcm^cxa- 
ture. 

The  grand  and  chief  supporters  of  our  Country  In  the  Par- 
liament, the  Law,  and  the  Church,  must proc.ecd  from  the  Uni- 
versities. Upon  them,  primarily  and  ultimately,  as  to  our 
governors  and  legislators,  Doraus  inclinatarecumbit.  ^Vothiiig 
should  be  suffered  to  diminish,  or  to  sully  the  character  of  our 
Athens,  and  pollute  the  fountains  of  Ilyssus.  In  these  retire- 
flaents  every  science  and  every  art  and  every  accomplishment, 
which  are  gocd  and  essential  to  man  in  civilized  society,  may 
be  pursued  with  cflect;  and  a  solemn  account  rendered  to  the 
llingdom.  In  them  the  Youth  of  this  kingdom  may  best  learn 
the  foundation  of  all  knowledge;  the  principles  of  evidence  in 
sacred  and  human  aftairs;  the  nature  of  legitimate  arguqient; 
the  eternal  power  of  truth  opposed  to  the  subtleties  of  so- 
phistry ;  the  proofs  of  revelation,  and  the  best  introduction 
to  it,  the  higher  philosophy  of  Greece  and  Rome;  the  sources  of 
history;  the  finished  models  of  classical  literature,  and  those 
al(VRQ;  tl?e  principles  and  laws  of  ancient  composition ;  the 
abhorrence  of  conceit  and  forced  thought;  and  tlie  life-springs 
of  taste  and  of  good  conduct.  Whatever  can  bring  forth, 
strengthen,  amplify,  cultivate,  enlighten,  purify,  and  direct 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  within  those  limits  which  are 
prescriV<i  by  it's  great  Creator,  and  not  beyqnd  them;  all 
thes^j  And  if  (Jicre  be  any  other  praise,  or  any  Qtbcr  virtue, 
W'^cU  preserves  and  continues  to  man  the  blessings  of  lawful 

government, 
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government,  anil  of  subjection  to  God,  the  Author  of  all 
Order,  it  slioukl  be  there  prosecuted,  recommended,  taught, 
and  enforced. 

I  call  upon  the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  upon  the  solemn 
Council  of  the  Nation,  upon  every  one  who  bears  legal  rule 
and  legislative  authority  in  (he  kingdom,  to  hear  me,  and  to 
answer  me. 

Has  the  State  nothing  to  do  witli  the  Governors  and  Tutors 
of  such  hallowed  and  important  retreats  of  arts,  and  elo- 
quence, and  wipdom,  and  religion?  By  their  very  nature 
they  are  consecrated  to  a  high  and  holy  ministry,  to  a  strict 
fealty,  and  boiinden  service  to  their  country.  Their  dignitj 
{iml  necessity  can  be  laid  prostrate  by  themselves  alone.  If  they 
are  true  to  their  own  cause,  if  they  will  rouse  themselves  into 
a  vindication  of  the  great,  original,  master  principles  on  which 
they  Mere  founded,  they  may  continue  to  be  the  lights  of  the 
Ivingdora.     They  will  again  be  what  they  always  should  be,  a 

Tivo^  ExX;jtTOv,  a  Aa.o;  e»j  7rf(!*7roj>is-*v,  a  "BstcriXnov  lifccr-v^tM,  the  best 
and  the  strongest  literary  bulwark  and  fortress  against  deception, 
error,  sophistry,  anarchy,  and  the  wildncss  of  jiolitical  and 
religious  confusion. 

I  am  not  speaking  out  of  season,  or  without  necessity;  I  am 
epeaking  in  soberness  and  in  truth,  \^"hile  die  words  are  passing 
from  me,  Jam  thkc.i:  juxta,  et   tenebrosa   vouago.* 

I  will  extend  an  observation  or  two  on  the  method  of^  Aca,dc-. 
r.iicalstudy.  I  own  1  never  had  a  very  great  fear  or  apprehension, 
that  the  severe  and  most  indispensable  studies  of  Mathematics 
and  Natural  Philosophy  should  be  generullj/  carried  too  far. 
iuto  tlie  inmost  recesses  of  any  study  few  arc  permitted  to 

cuter. 
*  Stat.  Thcb.  L   6. 
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enter.  In  Academical  education,  the  great  aim  and  end  sliould 
be,  to  recommend  the  stuily  of  original  works  principally,  I 
think  almost  cxclu;.ively.  If  these  arc  not  attended  to  at  the 
University,  they  are  seldom,  if  ever  read,  (I  am  sure  with  little 
eifect)  at  any  other  period  of  life.  I  am  rigid  in  this  opinion  ; 
for  I  have  seen  it's  good  effects  in  men  of  eminence  who  adhered 
to  it.  "  Say,  wouldst  thou  hear  it  from  our  mouths,  or  from 
*'  our  Masters  :"  were  the  words  of  the  weird  Sisters;  "  Call 
*'  them,  let  me  see  them;"  was  the  reply  of  Macbeth.  In  this 
spirit  would  I  consider  the  books  proposed  for  the  subjects 
of  public  lectuics.  By  way  of  instance  Locke,  Grotius, 
Puffendorff,  Cu^ibcrlmd,  and  Woollaston,  should  be  preferred 
to  the  writers  who  have  arisen  since  their  day.  I  would  object 
to  Dr.  Pa  ey's  moral  and  political  Philosophy,  as  a  Lecturc- 
boQkj  solfly  upon  this  principle;  for  it  is  a  book  of  great 
merit  and  of  general  utility.  New  morality,  new  metaphysics, 
and  new  politics,  arc  introduced  unuzcurcsj  from  the  contagion 
of  the  time. 

I  would  call  the  rising  Youth  of  this  country,  to  the  intense, 
and  fervent,  and  unremitting  study  of  the  ancient  classical 
"writers-,  (whom  I  need  not  name)  as  their  primary  choice.  I 
call  upon  them  to  have  the  courage  to  be  ignorant  of  many 
subjec's,  and  of  many  authors,  at  their  inestimable  age.  I 
exhort  them  atfectlonately,  as  a  matter  of  the  most  serious 
importance,  never  to  pretend  to  study,  in  their  first  academical 
years,  what  they  design  as  the  ultimate  end  of  their  labours,  I 
mean  their  profession.  Their  whole  business  is  to  lay  the 
foiindalion  of  knowledge  original,  sound,  and  strong. 

In  particular,  the  study  of  the  Law,  as  sttch,  should  never 
he  entered  upon^    even  in  limine^  before  the  first  degree  in  arts 
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is  obfamod.  The  first  rolumc  indeed  of  Blackstonc's  Conft 
iiK'ntaries  may  be  road,  in  the  same  manner  as  Uobertson's 
Ititrodirctiou  to  his  History  of  Charles  the  Fifth.  They  are 
both  chcf-d'tEiivres  in  their  kind,  and  form  a  part  of  general 
knowledge.  The  specific  study  of  the  Law  in  the  UniversKyj 
at  that  early  age,  confines  and  cripples  the  faculties.  Such  a 
Student  may  arrive  at  mere  knowledge,  as  a  special  pleader ; 
but  he  will  never  be  illustrious,  nor  ornamental  to  his  profession. 
I  wish  to  observe  with  the  most  particular  emphasis,  that,  when 
a  \  oung  man  has  once  entered  upon  any  profession  whatsoever, 
his  education  has  in  fact  ceased.  They  Mho,  by  a  patient 
contiiinance  and  undiverted  attention  to  academical  studies 
ulune.f  have  sought  for  the  original  materials  of  science  aUd  of 
solid  fame,  have  seldom  failed  in  their  great  pursuit. 

I  ain  zcalons  for  the  honour  and  the  utility  of  both  ouii 
t^NivEnsiTirs:  I  am  earnest  in  my  words  and  thoughts.  I  see 
.and  hear  them  too  frequently,  aud  most  unworthily,  traduced 
ia  writing  and  ua  conversation.  I  see  the  institution  ridiculed 
and  sneered  at  by  (be  thoughtless,  by  the  ignorant,  and  by  the 
dtsigiiing.  But  it  is  a  common  cause.  They  should  always  be 
termed,  in  literary  dignity  and  with  a  prophetic  spirit,  the 
''  /Ktieadas  mugnus  et  nobile  Pallanteum  !"  I  am  for  no  balance 
of  merit  between  them;  I  wish  to  see  uo  sjiarkles  from  their 
collision  :  but  I  would  have  them  grow  brighter  aud  more 
illustrious  from  mutual  reliection. 

But  if  they  are  doomed  to  fall,  and  the  mortal  hour  of 
democracy,  confusion,  aud  tyranny  is  approachiug,  this  book, 
till  it  ici  prohibited  by  a  Directory,  will  shew  that  they  had 
a  friend,  bold  enough  to  conic iid  to  Ihc  last  for  their  original  antl 
inherent  di-nity.     A  friend  who  belivved,  or  rather  who  knew, 

thein 
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tbem  to  be  capable,  in  their  high  functions,  to  m<aintain  and 
adorn  the  principles  of  happiness,  and  safety,  and  learning, 
and  comfort,  and  Jiopc,  and  good  conscience;  against  foppery, 
and  false  science,  and  the  degradation  of  the  intellect,  and  frip. 
pery,  and  pompous  nonsense,  and  the  insolence  of  sciolists,  and 
the  neglect  of  good  writing  and  of  good  manners  :  a  friend  who, 
with  no  false  enthusiasm,  would  secure  the  permanency  of 
THESE  ILLUSTRIOUS  iNSTiTUTivOXs,  wifh  cvcry  nionumcut  of 
ancient  arts,  and  eloquence,  and  science,  consecrated  by  the 
ministry  of  religion  to  the  stability  of  the  state.  (Nov.  1797.) 

(;«)  The  Rev.  W.  Langford,  D.  D.  Canon  of  Windsor,  and 
Lower  Master  of  Eton  School.  An  instructor  of  much  industrj 
and  ability,  and  not  without  liveliriess.  It  is  particular,  that 
his  Majesty  never  leaves  Windsor  for  Cheltenham,  Weymouth, 
or  any  other  place,  but  all  tlic  public  papers  instantly  inform 
us  of  Dr.  Langford's  loyal  attention.  "  The  King  arrived  at 
*'  Weymouth  on  such  or  such  a  day;  the  next  week  Dr.  Lang, 
^^  fori  set  off"  from  Eton,  and  preached  before  his  Majesty 
*' the  following  Sunday."  It  is  hardly  fair  to  his  reverend 
rural  Brethren.  Ilis  Majesty  should  not  be  accustomed onl/ 
to  one  kind  of  excellGUce. 

The  Doctor,  on  these  occasions,  suddenly  disappears,  and 
like  the  River  Alphtius,  having  glided  softly  under  the  Sicaoian 
waves,  (uncontaminatcd  by  the  saltrlcss  of  the  ocean)  rises  agaia 
sound  and  fresh  in  the  pulpit  at  Weymouth,  This  is  very  kind. 
The  J)octor  seeans  unwilling  to  trust  the  royal  tlieology  to  the 
country  curates  even  for  a  few  weeks,  during  his  Majesty's 
absence  from  the  heavenly  consistory  at  Windsor,  now  his  onlif 
ChaplaiiUj  who,  it  his  hu^cd,  att«nd  deeply  to  their  theological 
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ttudies.     This  is   ve:y   considerate    in  Dr.  Langford,    and  a   high 
maik  of  his  loyal  attachmei  t. 

"  Mon  cher  Delpini,  fure  you  will  agree, 
"  That  for  {a  Bishop)  none  so  fit  as  He, 
*'  Wlio gives  the  King  such  zerj/ good  avis.'* 

See    the    Probationary    Odes,    by    Fiiar    Lawrence    and    his 
(ci-devant)  conventual  biethren.     (Nov.  «797.) 

(rinn)  I  allude  to  a  learned,  modest,  ingenious,  and  laborious] 
gentleman,  who  has  educaied  jnany  of  the  Jirsf  sons  of  the  first 
robiiity  and  gentry  of  this. country  between  twenty  and  thirty 
}C3rs,  with  unremitting  personal  diligence  and  ability.  He  is 
but  just  p'omoted,*  to  the  satisfactioii  of  all  who  knew  him, 
and  to  the  shame  of  those  who  have  so  long  neglected  him. 

Quis  gremio  Enceladi  doctique  Pal.ejionis  afFert, 
Qijastum  grammaticus  meruit  labor? 

As  my  notes  have  attracted  the  attention  of  men  of  high  rank 
-ird  consequence,  (and  perhaps  have  reached  the  ear  of  kiugs)^  I 
cannot  help  suggesting  the  impropriety  and  injustice  of  delaying 
the  reward  of  those,  who  deserve  so  highly  of  their  country,  as 
the  Blasters  of  our  great  public  schools,  and  of  some  private 
Instructors.  There  are  many  ecclesiastical  preferments  perfectly 
compatible  with  their  important  office,  and  which  should  be 
conferred,  "  before  the  spirit  of  diettibuiing  prebends  and 
*'  bishoprics  shall  have  departed  from  the  Ministers"  (of  any 
tin-.e,)    to  use  the  phrase  of  Junius. 

As  I  would  console  some  of  ray  learned  friends  whose  prefer- 
mer.t,  though  it  tarry,  will  not  be  (as  I  hope)  long  in  abeyance, 
I  wish  ihey  would,  in    the  mean    time,    contemplate   the   energy 

of 
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of  the  following  classical  sentence,  preferable  even  to  the 
Latinity  of  TuIIy  himself.  *'  Status  dicitur  a  stando,  quia 
quando  quis  habet  unam  bonam  Praebendam  turn  dicimus. 
Is  bene  itat."  Epist.  Obfcurorum  virorum.  Enquire  at 
Westmincter,  Durham,  Winchester,  Worcester  and  Windsor. 
March  1798. 

(0)  Richard  Warren,  M.  D.  a  learned  and  able  Physician 
of  the  time,  *'  The  well  curved  palm"  is  the  atti:ude  of  a 
modern  physician,  when  he  is  about  to  leave  his  patient,  and 
which  he  naturally  closes  upon  his  fee.  As  I  have  a  high 
respect  for  the  Medical  art,  I  will  gratify  Dr.  Warren,  and 
many  other  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  profesiion,  with 
an  extract  from  one  of  the  Elcgia  written  by  Sammarthanus  ; 
it  relates  to  a  physician,  whom  he  names  Marescotto?. 
**  Recorderis  Marescottum  nostrum  tria  se  sacrje  arti  nostra 
"  (Medics  scilicet)  debere  professugi  quibus  caruisset,  si 
"  propositum  a  parentibus  sacerdotiian  suscepisset ;  scilicet  sani- 
**  tatem  athleticam  jetatis  anno  82010,  centum  aurcorian  iiiilUa, 
*'  atque  intimam  innumerorum  illustrium  amicitiam."  Sam- 
marth.  Elog.  p.  83  and  84.  N.  B.  Though  the  Doctor  rejected 
the  **  propositum  sacerdotium,"  for  himself,  yet  his  Brother, 
my  Lord  of  Bangor,  was  mads  into  a  Bishop  by  fraternal  skill  ia 
the  reign  of  Lord  North.  (1797) 

Since  this  note  was  ^first  printed,  (July  1797»)  the  public 
have  lamented  the  loss  of  this  acute  and  very  learned  physician. 
Durn  loqnimur,  Sec.  Sec. 

(p)  This  allusion  was  evidently  made  since  the  26th  of  Feb. 
J  797,  soon  after  which  the  Bank  issued  the  One  Pound  notes, 
to  the  great  disquiet  of  ihefacultj/. 
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(q)  "  Skat  incequales  cal  ices  Con  viva  Sacerdos."  It  is  well 
known  by  the  Cltr^y  of  a  powerful  northern  diocese,  that  on 
public  days,  when  the  Claret  or  Burgundy  arrives  at  a  certain 
distance  from  the  top  of  the  tuble,  where  my  Lord  is  seated, 
the  attracting  power  suddenly  draws  the  bottles  across  the 
table.  Ipse  capillato  difFa-rum  consule  potat.  This  is  not 
an  anecdote  of  other  times;  it  is  true  at  this  hour.  (July, 
1797.)  When  avarice,  pride,  and  meanness  act  upon  the 
mind  at  once,  I  leave  it  to  the  metaphysicians  to  determine  the 
curve  in  which  it  moves.  —  I  say  no  more. 

(;•)  The  Biehop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  chief  care  of 
the  public  largess  of  this  kingdom  to  the  French  Emigrant?, 
saced  ai  d  profane,  is  committed.  I  rthi  the  reader  to  (tU  my 
rotes  on  the  Roman  Catholic  cause,  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of 
the  P.  of  L. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  the  Popedom  is  now  fallen; 
but  the  spirit  of  it,  I  still  maintain,  is  neither  extinct  nor 
asleep.  By  way  of  Contrast^  1  cannot  refrain  from  presenting 
to  the  reader  the  picture  of  Pope  Paul  the  Fourth, 
as  drawn  by  the  master  hand  of  Paolo  Sarpi.  I  will  not  injure 
the  sublimity  and  force  of  the  language  by  a  translation.  He 
well  knew  the  court  and  the  policy^  of  Papal  Rome,  and  they 
knew  him : 

"  E'  ben  cosa  certa,  que  Paolo,  come  quello  che  era  d'  animo 
grande,  e  de'  vasti  pensieri,  teneva  per  sicuro  di  poter  rimediare 
a  tutti  i  disordini  per  la  sola  sua  aiitoritd  pontificale  ;  ne  ripu- 
tava  di  aver  hisogna  in  cio  di  Principe  alcuno;  solito  di  non 
'parlar  mai  con  gli  7\mbasciadori,  se  non  intonandogli  nelle 
ortcchic  che  egh  era  sopra  tutti  gli  Principi  !  che  non  voleva 

che 
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che  a'cuno  d'essi  domecticas'e  ;eco,  die  polcia  vnitar  regni,  e  che 
era   Successor    cU  Chi    ha  deposto   I<e  et   Imperadori.'"* 

This  picture  of  a  Pope,  in  the  plenitude  of  pontific  power, 
should  be  presented  to  all  Christian  Ccuntrie?,  '*  i7i  perpeiuani 
*'  rci  vie inori aril,''''  that  they  may  contemplate  what  this  spiritual 
tyranny  and  usurpation  once  were,  and  what  the  principles  of 
the  Romish  Church  facred  and  political  (which  never  charge 
in  essence,  subitance,  or  spirit  ur.der  any  calamity)  will  at  all 
times  naturally  introduce,  wherever  they  obtain  their  full 
operation,  ♦'  L'bi,  Papa  ihl  Roma!'''  in  sa^cula  iasculorum ! 
Let  Enghmd  look  to  this.     (1797O 

(s)  To  the  revival  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cause  ia 
Gre^t  Britain,  "  Pcstis  t:ro  vivens."  1  have  given  indeed  more 
tittie  and  study  to  this  Romrm  Catholic  subject  than  any  man 
periiaps,  at  (his  time,  will  think  it  de:eive;.  I  liave  perused 
many  a  cuil  er.d  unintere:ting  tract,  even  of  their  own 
jquabble?  among  one  another,  much  to  the  loss  of  my  own 
quiet.  In  general  I  pass  them  over,  and  consign  them  to 
their  own  dullness.  But  there  is  one  pamphlet,  not  for  any, 
even  the  least,  excellence  of  the  composition,  but  for  the  viru- 
lence of  it's  spirit,  which  I  call  into  public  notice,  if  the  public 
will,  or  can  feel  upon  the  subject.  It  is  intitlcd  "  A  Reply 
*'  to  the  Report  published  by  the  Cisalpine  Club  on  the  authen- 
"  ticity  of  the  Protestation  at  the  British  Museum,  &c.  kc.  by 
*'  the  Rtv.  John  Miiner,"  Printed  for  Ccghlan,  Duke  Street, 
Grosvenor  Square,  J  "95-  It  is  wri:ten,  as  the  title  page 
informs  me,  by  one  John  ^Milner,  a  Provincial  Priest  resi- 
dent (as    I  iim  told)   at  Winchester,  not  an  emigrant,  nor  in  the 

King's 
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JCing's  House  (while  the  Prle.'ts  lived  there  en  masse,)  but  the 
priest  of  a  piivate  chapel  in  that  city. 

He  seems  by  his  writings,  (I  know  no  more  of  him)  to  be 
of  the  most  intolerant  principles,  and  deliberate  in  the  applica- 
tion of  them.  He  exhibits  at  once  the  extremes  of  fii-rceness 
and  of  impotence.  But.  he  rtpresents  the  opinions  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  their  body,  by  whom  he  is  accredited.  He  is  very 
cautious  in  his  pamphlet,  as  he  think;:,  but  his  caution  speaks 
plainer  language  than  the  frankness  of  the  mO!t  open  declara- 
tion. **  It  is  apprehended  (he  says)  that  the  publication  tf  the 
*'  facts  in  question  might  prove  detrimental  to  the  Catholic  Interest 
"  (observe  the  words)  on  any  future  application  to  the  Legis- 
*'  laturey  p.  36.  We  see  tnis  wary  priest  has  not  thought  p.oper 
to  conceal  that  they  have  further  intentions  He  tries  the  ground 
before  him,  but  bis  steps  are  uneasy.  The  indulgence,  it 
seems,  is  not  to  rest  here;  for  the  lenity  of  our  government  na- 
turally leads  to  other  demands.  With  this  clue  in  my  hand,  I 
have  little  difficulty  to  pass  through  the  intricacy  of  this  Romish 
labyrinth. 

In  another  part  of  Mr.  Milner's  "  Reply,"  his  indignation 
rises  against  some  exp'essions  in  the  declaration  of  the  Catho- 
lics. We  see  the  embers  under  which  the  fire  is  not  yet 
extinguished.  He  is  afiaid,  that  we  Protestants  should  think 
that  the  spirit  of  his  church  has  suffered  an  abatement. 
*'  Thus  to  MY  judgment  (he  cries  out)  am  I  and  the  whole 
*'  Catholic  body,  'without  consenting  to  it,  pledged  in  the  face  of 
**  the  Legislature,  to  cojidemn  the  wars  of  Charlemagne,  and 
*•  THE  Crusade  against  the  infamous  Albigenses."  p.  28, 
I  hope  we  are  all  children  of  mercy,  trained  and  educated  in 
the    benevolence    and    charity   which    Christ    has    taught    and 
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enforced,  and  if  we  have  read  the  liistory  of  that  infernal  and 
murderous  persecution  of  the  devoted  Albigcnses,  (whose  chief 
crime  was  their  determined  opposition  and  resistance  to  the 
papal  tyrann}*)  what  opinion,  or  what  comment  shall  we  form 
on  this  merciless  priest,  who  affer  the  lapse  of  centuries,  feels 
the  same  passions  and  the  same  thirst  of  blood  against  these 
innocent  victims  of  popish  and  arbitrary  violence.    Crimine  ab 

tino  DiSCE    OMN'Es!   + 
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*  The  Albigcnscs  were  a  sect  of  the  Waldenses,  who  had  their 
rise  in  the  twelfth  century.  I  know  what  the  ma//ce  of  their 
enemies  has  suggested  against  them.  This  is  not  a  place  to 
discuss  history,  but  I  refer  the  statesman  to  Thuanus,  L.  1 .  S. 
16.  vol.  l.p.221.  ed.  Buckley.  For  their  confession  of  faith, 
which  was  presented  to  KingFrancis  the  First,  by  the  wretched 
remnant  of  these  Albigenses,  I  refer  the  theological  and 
political  reader  to  Sandius's  Hist.  Eccles.  It  is  an  honour  to 
their  religion.  Sandius's  words  begin:  "A.  1544.  Merindoliani 
"  et  Caprarienses,  existentesque  Reliquiae  ^/6?>e«s7*u/«  sequen- 
"  tern  fidei  suse  confessionem  obtulerunt  Francisco  I.  Regi 
*'  Gallia?,  quatn  amajoribus  quasi  permanus  acceperant,  abhinc 
'^  anno  postChristi  Jncarn;  1200,"  &c.    Sand  Hist.  E.p.425. 

+  The  unwarrantable  iiolence  of  this  Romish  Priest,  John 
JMilucr,  in  his  ponderous  History  of  AVinchcstcr,  (to  some 
tenets  in  which,  though  mitred  Rochester  "l  has  nodded  on  (hem 
unperceived,  the  criticism  of  the  Attorney-General  might  cer- 
tainly be  applied  with  effect,)  has  called  forth  from  the  pen  of 
Dr  Sturgess,  a  temperate,  seasonable,  manly,  and,  in  some 
parts,  an  eloquent  defence  of  the  Profestant  Cause.  Sec  his 
Answer  to  Mr.  JMilner.  But  in  the  House  of  Lords  I  find, 
^'  Still  to  one  Bishop  Milucr  seems  a  wit.'' 
%  Dr.  Horsley 

Z  3  lam 
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Turn  law  to  trade,  or  deem  religion  vain  j 

In  our  dread  and  natural  horror  of  Atheism  and  of  Anar- 
cliy,  why  a,retce  to  revive  superstition  and  tyranny?  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland, 
but  to  my  apprehension  it  is  amcasiire  full  of  danger.  It  is  at 
one  stroke  to  alter  the  fundamental  law  and  constitution  of 
the  country.  I  write  in  Great  Britain,  and  direct  my  thoughts 
for  this  kingdom,  wishing  for  peace,  tranquillity,  and  union 
between  the  two  Islands.  (July  17L7.) 

(^)  Nothing  can  be  more  offensive,  more  injudicious,  and  in 
some  instances  more  profane,  than  when  a  barrister  appeals  to 
God  for  the  truth  of  every  assertion  made  in  a  court  of  law,  and 
in  many  cases  when  the  facts  have  been  doubtful,  andsometimes 
have  been  afterwards  proved  to  be  false.  I  call  this  a  prime 
t/eVorffcc;  and  I  hope  no  Barrister  of/ability  will  follow  this 
flippant  and  rash  habit  of  Mr.  Erskine,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  which  srehaveall  so  repeatedly  witnessed.  Mr.  Erskine's 
own  better  sense  and  serious  thought  (for  I  believe  he  has  some 
serious  thoughts)  will  restrain  him  in  ftitiirc.  But  public  men 
must  be  told  of  their  faults  publicly.  (1797.) 

(//)  The  fate  of  the  present  Duke  of  Grafton  is  singular, 
lie  has  been  celebrated  by  the  first  prose  writer,  and  the  first 
poet  of  the  age.  (1797.) 

(c)  See  a  long  law-lifc  in  4to.  of  the  great  Earl  INIansfieldy 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the    King's   Bench;    by  1s\t  ilolliday, 

in 
I  am  glad  however  to  see  tlie  attt-nlion  which  men  cf  sense  and 
judgment  begin  to  give  to  the  real  h\)\i\i  of  the  Roman 
Catholics:  and  in  proporiion  to  the  accuracy,  learning,  and 
judgment  with  which  it  is  apprehended,  understood,  and  rcpfe- 
sented  to  this  kiiiirdam,  in  that  same  degree  Mill  ouii  Consti- 
tution in  Church  and  State  be  found  and  acknowledged  to  b« 
the  strongest  bulwark  of  Chri^tianity  and  of  Liberty. 

Anglia  iicslabit;  Chuistique  xnx  alta  mancbitl 
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And  (6)  Rose  with  coy  submission,  modest  grace, 
Rise  to  explain  his  sinecures  and  place; 
Or  downright  Peter  (c"),  rough  with  many  a  scar. 
Feather  his  quills,  or  smooth  his    shafts  of  v/ar  ; 


in  a  very  peculiar  style  indeed.  For  the  greater  part,  it  is  a 
bundle  of  reports,  ar,d  law  pleadings  strung  together.  It  is 
astonishing  to  mc,  that  Conveyancers  and  Attorneys,  who 
really  appear  not  to  know  how  to  construct  a  single  sentence, 
"without  provoking  a  smile  at  some  error  in  grammar,  language, 
or  metaphor,  will  think  themselves  qualified  to  deliver  down 
to  posterity  the  lives  of  great  men.  Luckily,  Mr.  Ilolliday's 
real  does  not  oltend  us  in  rhyme.  The  friendship  and  the 
verse  of  Pope,  as  avcH  as  the  sp'endonr  of  his  own  abilities,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  high  excriious,  have  secured  an  e  efnity  of 
reputation  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  AL^xsfikld,  which  can 
never  fall  — even  by  J.Ir.  Huliiday's  attempt.  (Nov.  1797.) 

(a)  Sir  John  Scott,  Attorney  General,  (1797.)  now  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Lord  Eldon.     (1800.) 

(h)  George  Rose,  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  &c.  &:c. 
&c.  &c.  8zc.  &c.  Sec.  kc. 

(c)  The  celebrated  Peter  Porcupine,  or  Mr.  William 
Cobbctt.  I  find  the  following  character  of  him,  tcritten  in  the 
1/car  179S  zchcn  he  resided  at  Phihidclphia,  which  1  willingly 
transcribe. 

"  America  has  not  a  more  active,  zealous,  and  useful  citizen, 
or  Great  Britain  a  rcarmcr  friend,  than  honest  Peter.  In  hii 
literary  features  he  is  rather  roughly  stamped;  but  he  under- 
stands the  time.  He  can  descant  upon  the  (Lformity  of  it,  and 
hold  a  looking  glass  to  the  world,  wherein  they  may  seestrango 
siglits.  There  is  a  vigour,  a  simplicity,  and  an  upright  inten- 
tion in  all  his  works,  which  speak  to  the  heart.  Whcfl  nature 
and  honesty  arc  working  at  the  root,  the  plant  will  be  sound 

Z  .4  aad 
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Or  He,  whose  Essence  (aa)  wit  and  taste  approv'd. 

Forgot  the  muiberry  tarts  (bb)  that  Drydcn  lov'd. 


Ifid  healthy.  Lcefa  etfortia  surgiint,  quippe  solo  Nufura  suhest. 
I  offer  with  pleasure,  this  passing  tribute  to  a  bold,  sensible, 
industrious,  spirited,  and  most  deserving  man."* 

Mr.  Cobbett  maintained  the  cause  of  this  country  against  the 
Jacobins  and  Democrats  in  America  with  undaunted  vigour, 
energy,  and  effect;  and  he  deserves  our  thanks:  and  if  Mr. 
Cobl)ett  will  noTjO  consider  the  different  meridians  of  London 
and  Philadelphia,  and  the  general  polished  state  of  society  and 
taste  in  England,  and  will  accordingly  temper  and  regulate 
Ills  language  and  his  zeal,  I  think,  that  his  strong  understanding, 
accurate  information,  and  cogent  arguments  may  effect  much 
for  the  service  of  Great  Britain  at  her  utmost  need  ;  but  if  he 
will  not  temper  and  regulate  his  language  and  his  spirit,  tliis 
country  may  one  day  deeply  regret  his  exertions,  and  feel  their 
consequences.  (Nov.  1803.) 

Ca«)  See  the  Second  Edition  of  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  *' The 
Essence  of  Malone,  or  the  Bcaufies  of  that  fascinating 
Writer,  extracted  from  his  immortal  work  in  Five  Hundred 
Sixty-nine  pages  and  a  quarter,  just  published,  and,  vith  his 
accustomed  fdicity,  entitled,  Some  account  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  John  Dryden  1 !  1" 

It  is  evidently  the  composition  of  a  man  of  learning  and 
gcninSj  and  a  smart  but  playful  satirist,  who  is  also  master  of 
the  liberal  dialectic  weapons  of  a  Lawyer;  and  Mr.  Malone 
has  perpetual  reason  to  exclaim  with  Whiskerandos  in  the 
Critic,  "  That  thrust  in  tierce  was  fatal." — These  Canons  of 
Biography,  an  eternal  lesson  to  all  the  dull  biographers  and 
■writlrs  of  the  age,  arc  not  more  happily  conceived  than  illus- 
trated 

*  Prefatory  Epistle  to  the  Translations  of  the  P.  of  L.  p   49. 

WrittGn  in  the  year  170y. 
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Sooner  Lord  William,  and  the  Duke  divide 
From  their  Elysian  Father's  [cc)  holy  side ;      230 
Or  the  Bank  bow  to  Pitt's  imperial  creed  5 
Or  Dramatists  to  public  trust  succeed; 
Sooner  to  France  Thames  roll  his  current  strong^; 
Than  men  love  verse,  high  fancy,  or  the  song. 

Taught  by  the  muse,  and  by  her  wisdom  wise. 
Think  not,  a  Poet's  name  I  lightly  prize : 
But  in  the  wane  of  Empires,  (mark  the  hour !) 
Vice  and  the  Sword  consolidate  all  pow'r; 


tratcd  with  the  wit  and  humour  of  Rabelais  and  Sterne.     (Not. 
1800.) 

(bb)  "  He  eat,  with  Madam  Reeve,  tarts  at  the  Mulberry 
Garden,"  &c.  Maloue's  Life  of  Dryden,  p.  466.  These  iVw/- 
bernj  Tarts,  -were  not  given  to  Dryden  by  tlie  Minister  of 
King  Charles,  but  he  paid  Madam  Fteeve  for  them  himself; 
though  Mr.  Malone  has  most  unaccountably  neglected  to 
mention  the  price,  and  also  hozc  many  he  eat  at  one  visit  to  the 
Lady;  which  are  the  only  omissions  of  consequence  in  that 
most  fascinating  piece  of  Biography.  The  playful  author  of 
the  Essence,  like  *he  .^:2;le  Naiad um  pulcherrima,  has  thrown 
a  few  flowery  wreaths  round  this  modern  Drydenian  wizard, 
when  napping  in  his  study,  and  for  the  amusement  of  the 
public,  like  the  wanton  nymph,  has  painted  his  forehead  a 
little  between  his  sleeping  and  waking : 
lamque  videnti 
Sanguineis  frontem  maris,  et  teaapora  pingit. 

Erea 


Laws  pass  their  (r)bou^ds;fe^v•  statesmen  stand  erect; 
All  in  their  country's  name,  themselves  protect; 
The  public  hopes  with  public  credit  sink, —      241 
At  such  an  hour,  when  men  to  madness  think. 
What  is  a  Poet,  what  is  fiction's  strain  ? 
Junius  (^/)  might  probe  a  Nation's  wounds  in  vain. 


V.xow  in  our  days,  ?ilr.  Pitt's  Coufoctloncr  has  not  indeed 
imicli  biisiii.ss  in  making  Mulberry  (arisfor  (he  pools  hy  order 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchcqiicr,  cxce))t  for  a  very  ingenious, 
j)octical,  ,and  eloquent  Anti-Jacobin,  vrho  hcis  JJulberr^  tarts 
ecJth  pujf-paste  every  day  from  the  Minister's  own  tabic,  and 
sometimes  Rice  Crust  by  Mr.  Dundas's  Cook.  See  the  India 
JJjard. — "  I  hav^j  begun  to  phint  thee,  and  will  labourio  make 
Tiir.E   FULL  OF  ghowixg:"  Mr.  P.  to  ]Mr.  C.  (Nof.  1800.) 

{(c)  L'is  Graco  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  Lord  William 
Gordon,  el  saSaintete  Medicinalc,  Lc  Pcre  FAisac.  Tria  lumina 
G:?n{is.  "  I  like  to  prt-scrve  all  the  litMc  traits  of  character  of 
**  the  time."    See  Mr.  Sheridan  or  Mr.  Puff,  in  the  Cri.'ic. 

(^c)  The  violence,  sedition,  and  daring  wickedness  of  times 
I  /tf'^/ic.a' produce  the  necessity  Ui  extending  laws  and  regulations 
and  ac(s  which  arc  declared  ieniporurj/,  and  called  for  by  that 
necessity  alone.  V>'lu'n  th. clanger  is  passed,  the  Constitution 
i-.  again  left  to  protect  itre'f  by  it's  ancient  laws,  if  that  danger 
can  jjozo,  or  ever,  pass  from  us.  This  is  what  Ocfavius  seems 
to  mean,  by  "  laws  passing  their  bounds,"  &c.  in  this  and  the 
fiilloicing  lines;  and  in  this  sense  I  hope  he  will  be  understood. 
(July  1797.) 

((/)  O  magna  saccr  ct  sni'crbiis  umbra!* 
Junius  told  tiic   nation,  that  '•  a  time  might  arrive,  at  which 

"■  evi;rtf 
*  Stat.  Svh.  L.  9.  Carm.  7. 
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As  from  a  diiimond  globe,  with  rays  condense, 
*Tis  SATIRE  gives  the  strongest  hght  to  sense. 
To  thought  compression,  vigour  to  the  soul, 
To  language  bounds,  to  fancy  due  controid, 
To  truth  the  splendour  of  her  awful  face. 
To  learning  dignity,  to  virtue  grace,  250 

To  conscience  stings,  beneath  the  cap  or  crown. 
To  vice  that  terror  she  will  feel,  and  own. 

But  if  in  love  with  fiction  still,  at  Court 
Present  in  verse  some  new  Finance-Report, 
How  taxes,  funds,  and  debts  shall  disappear. 
Or  in  the  fiftieth,  or  five-hundredth  year. 

O'er  secret  armaments  in  silence  doze, 
To  Pult'ney's  sailing  join  his  Belgian  prose ; 
Paint  him  triumphant  o'er  the  Iberian  main, 
'^  Divide  and  part  his  sever'd  fleet  in  twain,"   [e) 


''  every  inferior  consideration  must  yield  to  the  Security  op 
"  THE  Sovereign,  and  to  the  general  safety  of  the  State." 
lutroduct.  to  Lett.  35.  This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  Home 
Tooke,  and  of  the  desperate  French  Factions,  and  seditious 
societies  now  in  England  and  Ireland.  Junius  had  not  so 
learned  the  Constitution  of  England;  nor  has  the  Author  of 
the  P.  of  L.  so  learned  it.     (July  1797.) 

(e)  A  line  from  the  art  of  Sinlcing  in,  &c.  by  Martinus 

Scriblcrus. 
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At  Malta,  or  the  Tagiis  hail  Sir  Ralph,  261 

All  ends  attain'd,  and  all  the  soldiers  safe! 
Or  on  the  gale  to  Britain's  kindred  shore 
Breathe  songs  of  ltnion,  and  imperial  lore; 
Her  Senate  firm,  her  statesmen  nobly  bold. 
Nor  dup'd  by  Foster,  nor  to  Grattan  sold; 
In  bright  array  see  where  lerne  stands, 
Pitt's  new  Briareus  with  a  hundred  hands^ 
"What  vocal  transports  round  the  Speaker  play! 
St.  Patrick  animates  dull  Stephen's  clay,  270 

"While  ancient  art  supplies  unhoped-for  aid. 
And  shews  Job's  patience  (/)  on  the  wall  di  splay 'd ! 


S'criljlcriis.  It  is  saiJ  (Iiat  a  new  chapter  on  the  art  of  Secrect/ 
in  campaigns  bij  sea  andland,  in  the  hand-writing  of  that  great 
^latcsman  and  philosojjher  Martiniis  Scriblenis,  has  lately 
l)eeu  discovered  at  Pope's  House  at  Twickenham,  and  kindly 
communicated  to  the  ministers  by  the  noble  possessor.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  of  singular  service  in  some  late  expeditions, 
in  Avhich  better  appointed  Fleets  and  more  gallant  armies  were 
rcvcr  sent  forth  to  assert,  protect,  and  amplify  the  power  of 
the  British  Empire.     (Nov.  1800.) 

(/)  When  the  House  of  Commons  was  enlarged  for  the 
reception  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  after  the  Union  Act 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  several  ancient  paintings  in 
fine  preservation  and  in  brilliant  colours  were  discovered  on 
the  walls  of  St.  Steplteu's  Chapel,  one  of  which  the  Royal 

Society 


Or  tread  the  maze  Ox  picturesque  tlcllght, 
From  Holwood  paint  with  Pitt  the  prospect  bright  j 
Without  one  "  line  of  boundary"  to  speech. 
The  summit  of  conceit  with  Gilpin  (g)  reach  ;  j 


'Society  of  Antiquaries  in  London,  with  an  arclmoss  anti 
an'iicipating  pleasantry  not  always  belonging  to  that  Acudcmis 
en  corps,  has  determined  to  be  the  family  of  the  patient 
Job  I  which  is  by  some  menibi-rs  conj^idered  as  a  beautiful 
periphrasis  for  thQ  future  H.  of  C.  when  they  meet.  O  qui 
complexus  et  gaudia  quanta  I 

It  is  said  (I  know  not  with  Avhat  truth)  that  the  Speaker  in 
the  excess  and  fervour  of  his  gratitude  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Society  on  the  occasion,  vliich  the  ministers  without 
any  reluctance  signed  in  a  round  Robin.  It  is  imagiued^  that 
the  Speaker's  eye  will  be  frequently  directed  to  this  monument 
of  ancient  consolation  in  (he  course  of  every  session,  after  the 
Irish  imports.     (Nov.  1800.) 

{g)  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  strong  remonstrance 
against^t'  language  ofMr.  Gilpin's  writiiigs  on  Landscape  and 
the  Picturesque.  It  is  such  disartugo  or  jargon  of  speech  as  is 
wholly  unnecessary,  though  we  are  (aught  to  believe  themappro- 
pr.a<eterras.  They  absolutely  appear  in  troops.  Dips — Bolcs-^ 
Grand  Masses — Belfs — tremulous  Shudders  —  Bursts — plashij 
Inundations '- Par  (i/ ions  of  Desolation -Continents  of  Pre- 
■cipice — and  a  hundred  more,  till  the  English  language  sets  all 
English  mealing  at  defiance. 

These  terms  are  not  i\\& pui'ce  deforta  of  IIo  ace,  but  mere 
jargon  and  foolish  affectation.  The  Dilettanti  and  Connoisseurs 
almost  blush  to  use  them.  A  term  or  word  may  not  be  quite 
obvious  or  easy,  and  yet  it  may  not  be  affected ;  but  the  rage  of 
the  Co«ce//o  admits  no  "  line  of  boundary,"  as  these  genilemea 
Xqiq  to  talk.     To  iise  the  words  of  Shakspcarc  in  one  &f  kit 
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In  Desolation  s  dread  partilions  felt. 

With  dipi  and  bole,  grand  masses,  burstj  and  belt. 


ozcn  plays,  (as  it  tioio  seems,  for  Dr.  Farmer  and  Gcorgo 
Stecvcns,  Esq.  lake  from  him  and  give  to  him  just  as  llw)/ 
plcase)y  "  They  absolutely  make  a  battery  through  our 
"  defenceless  parts."     Pericles  Prince  of  Tyre,  Act  5.  Sc.  1. 

Simplicity  in  language  is  first  to  be  sought;  strength  and 
dignity  \i\\\  follow.  Government,  the  arfs,  morality,  and 
religion,  aro:  all  concerned  in  it's  preservation.  Mr.  Gilpin's 
works  on  other  subjects  have  a;ul  deserve  high  approbation; 
and  in  all  but  the  picturesque  he  seems  as  ready  as  any  man- 
to  say,  *'  State  super  vias  antiquas."     (17C7.) 

As  I  am  speaking  of  simplicity  of  expression,  I  cannot  help 
recommending  to  the  study  and  consideration  of  every  young 
classical  scholar  the  following  lines;  in  whicii,  without  the 
aid  of  one  single  epithet.  Homer  presents  us  with  the  sublimest 
imagery,  the  most  powerful  language  and  harmonious  verse, 
which  are  io  be  found  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  a// poetry. 
It  is  the  picture  of  Neptune  raising  a  storm. 

fif    mru:-j,    a-xiouyii  vE^tXsij,    tTXfx^e   a;    "rro-nov 

I  do  not  give  this  as  a  mere  citation,  but  \  give  it  to  enforce 
strongly,  that  young  men  of  genius  can  only  arrive  at  the 
maturity  of  excellence  by  the  repeated  perusal  and  meditation 
on  such  passages  in  the  greatest  authors.  When  Cicero  speaks 
of  Plato,  he  calls  him  with  peculiar  emphasis  the  "  Dicendi 
magister  ct  Kffectoii  Plato."  We  may  say  the  same  of  Homer 
and  Demosthenes,  and  extend  it  as  a  general  principle  for  those 

y  ho 
(rt)    Odys.  L.  5. 'v.  29. 
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With  shudders  tremidGus  explore  your  \vay, 
Thvou^^h. plashy  inundations  (/)  led  astray;      2S0 
'Till  tirVl  and  jaded  with  the  coxcomb  strains. 
Homeward  you  steal  through  Surry's  [g]  quiet  lanes. 
Renounce  all  Gilpin's  jargon,  said  or  sung, 
And  talk  of  Nature's  works  in  Nature's  tongue. 
But  still  keep  Method. 

AUTHOR. 

ISIethod? 


who  study  again  and  again  the  best  and  most  finished  parts  of 
classical  writers  ancient  or  laodern.  It  is  by  this  exercise  alone, 
joined  to  the  practice  of  compositionj  that  young  men  of  genius 
and  unremitting  application  will  preserve  in  this  country  the 
\"ery  sap  and  life-blood  of  eloquence,  poetry,  and  just  writing, 
pure  and  untainted  with  the  neologisme  of  French  Lyceums, 
the  jargon  of  debates,  metaphysical  vogetation.  botanical 
rhyming,  and  Crj/.'-ca/i  nonsense.  Learning  will  thus  resume 
her  rights,   which  her  false  representative  has  awhile  usurped. 

JMultos  modo  falsa  revisens 

Lusit;— AT  IX  SOLIDO  RUR3US  DOCTUIXA  LOCABIT. 

(Nov.  1800.) 
(/)  AngUcSy  ^' Fens." 

(5")  ''  Stealing  through  the  qniet  lanes  of  Surry,"  is  an 
easy  andhappy  expression  {curnon  omnia?)  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  See 
Obserrat.  ou  the  Lakes  of  Westmoreland^  &c.  Vol.  2.  p.  2GS. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Yes :  'tis  plain. 

Connection,  order,  method  you  disdain : 

Be  regular :  from  A  to  B  proceed ; 

I  hate  your  zig-zag  verse,  and  wanton  heed, 

AUTHOR. 

Say  then,  a  simple  Story  shall  I  tell  ? 

A  MAN  OF  METHOD  is  tlic  tlicme.  290 

OCTAVIUS. 

'Tis  well. 

AUTHOR. 

There  liv*d  a  Scholar  {h)  late,  of  London  fame, 
A  Doctor,  (i)  and  Morosophos  (k)  his  name: 


(7j)  When  I  am  very  particular  in  the  description  of  a  cha- 
racter, I  abstain  from  giving  the  least  hint  of  a  real  name. 
*'  Quis  rapict  ad  se  quod  erit  commune  omnium?"  or  in  Le 
Sage's  inimitable  language,  "  qui  se  fera  connoitre  mal  4 
**  propos?"  I  only  give  this  as  A  Character,  and  say  no  more. 

(?)  The  word  and  title  of  "  Doctor"  is  miserably  abused. 
Erasmus  long  ago  in  an  Epistle  from  Louvaia  in  1520  to  thr 

celebrated 
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iTom  all  the  pains  of  study  freed  long  since. 
Far  from  a  Newton,  and  not  quite  a  (/)  Vincc ; 
In  metaphysics  bold  would  spread  his  sails. 
And  with  Monboddo  still  believ'd  {m)  in  tails ; 
At  anatomic  lore  \\  ould  sometimes  peep. 
And  call  Earle  (?/)  useful,  Abernethy  (c)  deep  ; 


celebrated  Cardinal  Camprggio,  observed  with  some  indigna- 
tion, "  Unde  DocTORis  titulo  gloriantur,  nisi  utdoceant?" 
Erasmi  Epist.  ed.  LonJ.  fol.  pag :  C52.  I  wish  this  were  written 
ill  large  characters  over  the  door  of  the  Theatre  at  Oxford,  and 
of  the  Senate-IIouse  at  Cambridge. 

(A:)  Morosophos,  i.e.  SV«/^e  .vr/;jfewy.  — But  more  presently 
of  Dr.  Morosophos,  the  Ma?i  of  Method. 

(I)  A  very  learned,  diligent,  and  useful  Professor  of  Natural 
Experimental  Philosophy  at  Cambridge.  See  his  Works.  (1797.) 

(ni)  All  the  learned  -world  know  hozo  Lord  Monboddo 
believed,  and  still  believes,  that  men  had  once  tails  depending 
from  thegable  end  of  their  bodies,  supposing  them  to  go  i^pon 
(dl  fours.     (1797.) 

(n)  James  Earle,  Esq.  Senior  Surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  Editor  of  the  celebrated  Percival  Pott's  Works. 
1  have  been  informed  that  the  notes  which  Mr.  Earle  has  added 
are  valuable,  nor  would  I  pass  in  silence  the  treatises  he  has 
given  to  the  world  in  his  own  name,  as  the  result  of  extensive 
practlcu>  and  observation.     (1797.) 

(o)  A  young  Surgeon  of  an  accurate  and  philosophical 
spirit  of  investigation,  from  whose  genius  and  labours,  as  I  am 
led  to  tliink,  the  medical  art  and  natural  philosophy  may  here- 
after receive  very  great  accessions.     (1797.) 

A  a 
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With  Symonds,  and  withGrafton'sDuke(/;)  would  vie, 

A  Dilettante  in  Divinity ; 

A  special  clerk  for  method  and  for  plan,  301 

(;j)  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  Chancellor,  and  John 
Symonds,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Modern  History  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  have  both  attracted  the  public 
attention  by  their  various  Hints  and  Observations  oil  subjects 
of  Scripture. 

As  I  never  may  have  so  convenient  an  opportunity,  I  will  also 
offer  a  remark  or  two,  which  are  nezs  to  me,  on  a  passage  in 
St,  Paul's  Epistles,  if  another  Layman  may  be  heard  witii 
indulgence.  There  is  no  particular  conjecture  as  to  the  peculiar 
meaning  or  furca  of  the  following  passage  of  St.  Paul  in  the 
Second  Epistle  to  Tirrothy.  "  The  Cloak  which  I  left  at 
*'  Troas  bring  with  thee,  and  the  books,  but  especially  the 
*'  parchments.*^     Ep.  2.  c.  4.  v.  13. 

1  woiiid  hint,  that  this  Epistle  was  written /rom  Rome  when 
Paul  v.as  br^mght  before  Nero  the  second  time.      Eyp«(J>i  uxo 

Tufjon;,    Itz    ix.   ^;yv=(!«    7rap:0-r»)   Uocv^oi  rui   Kajcapt    NEpwvt.        In    the 

22d  Chapter  of  the  Acts,  Paul  was  tenacious  of  the  privilege 
of  Roman  Citizenship,  and  it  proved  of  much  advantage  to  him 
"before  the  Centurion.  It  may  be,  and  it  is,  a  matter  of  mere 
conjecture,  •whether  he  might  be  required  to  prove  himself  a 
Citizen  of  Rome,  when  he  was  to  make  his  defence.  These 
parchments  {^^i.'^fa.mi)  might  contain  some  documents,  or  be  a 
deed  or  diploma  of  some  consequence  to  the  matter  in  question. 
But  as  to  the  Cloak,  there  is  something  more  particular.  The 
Cloak  in  the  original,  is  <f>:Xovr?,  or*«»Xovnj,  which  is  undoubtedly 
a  corruption  for  OatvcXnf,  and  it  is  so  read  in  the  Codex  M.S. 
Bibliothccae  Caesareae  Viennensis.  ^aiwXrig  was  grecised  from 
the  Roman  word  Pa'nula. 

This  is  no  more  than  was  done  frequently  in  other  languages 
and  in  other  countries.     Particularly  when  the  scat  of  Empire 

was 
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Through  science  by  the  alphabet  he  ran. 


was  transferred  from  Rome  to  Byzantium,  the  lawyers  of 
the  Imperial  Courts  were  obliged  to  grecise  many  terms  of 
la',v;  as  <t>ihuoiJ.uKT(j-ot.pnj^  for  JiJei  commissarios,  PjcraJjov  for 
i-epudiuniy  (as  in  this  passage,  "  EvXvyu^  v  ywn  to  PETa3'»o» 
<TTn\ni,  xtX."  Justinian,  Nov.  22.)  Kjivstevsjv,  for  CenserCy 
E?7r:5*-roy  for  Expeditum  or  Expedition  y.oju.vfcjj.ia'crov  for  co77i- 
promissum  and  other  words  as  may  be  seen  in  Du  Fresno's  and 
other  Lexicons,  but  in  particular  in  a  most  singular  and  scarce 
Glossary  by  Meursius.*  And  in  the  East,  before  the  accessioa 
of  the  House  of  Tim  oar,  the  Arabian  language  was  prevalent 
in  Ilindosfan,  when  the  Hindoo  Rajahs  had  communication 
ivith  the  Mahommedan  princes;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
Arabian  language  is  used  technically  in  the  Code  of  Gcntoa 
laws.  Ch.  2.  S.  3.  "  That  is  a  woman's  property,  during 
*'  the  Jj/ammi  Shaddec.'"  These  words  arc  the  Arable  terms 
for  the  Days  of  Marriage.  The  trial  of  Mahorajah  Nundo- 
comar  for  forgery  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Bengal,  will  furnish  many  singular  instances. 

But  to  return  to  the  *«»yoXr„-  or  Pcenula.  I  would  observe 
that  when  the  Roman  state  degenerated  into  an  absolute 
monarchy,  many  Citizens  laid  aside  the  Toga  and  v/ore  the 
Pcenula,  or  the  Lacerna  in  it's  stead.  Augustus  highly  dis- 
approved cf  this  change  in  their  dress.  He  was  as  Suetonius 
informs  us,  indignabuiida^,  and  gave  orders  to  the  ^^diles  on 
the  subject;  "  Ncgotium  /Edilibiis  dfi.lit,  ne  quern  pnsthac  in 
•'•  foro  paterentur,  uiai  positis  lucernis,   togatum  consistere.'* 

Octav. 

"  *         ■  •       r  '  '  ■■»■ 

*  "  Joanuis  MeursiiGlossaiium  Grajco  —  Barbarum,  in  quo 
praeter  vocabula  qninque  miilia  quadringenta.  Officia  atque 
Dignitatcs  Imperii  Constancinop.  tam  in  Palatio,  quam  in 
Ecclcsia  aut  Militia  explicantur  et  illustrantur."  Lugd.  Bat. 
1614.     It  is  worthy  the  attention  of  any  scholar. 

A  a  2 
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l^rudent,  as  Newton,  {g)  in  domestic  care. 


Octav.  C.  40.  But  the  Pa>nulu  was  still  worn.  As  the  Paenula 
was  so  specifically  a  Roman  garment  and  worn  only  by  Romans, 
St.  Paul  might  wish,  as  a  slight  confirmation  of  his  point,  to 
shew  what  was  his  customary  dress.  It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  Pa;nula  was  a  vestment  which  the  Romans  generally 
Avoreupona  journey.  Juvenal  observes  in  Sat.  5.  "Multostillaret 
*'  Paenula  uimbo,"  and  St.  Paul  says,  that  "  he  left  it  behind 
"  A/matTroas." 

This  is  only  written  as  a  mere  literary  remark  to  hint,  that  in 
♦he  minutest  passages  of  the  Scriptures  there  may  be  some 
niraning ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  so  contem.ptible  as  foolish 
and  profane  ridicule,  on  any  passage  in  the  sacred  writings, 
founded  on  ignorance.  The  present  remarks  are  intended  as 
a  matter  of  some  little  curiosity :  and  I  look  upon  them  in  no 
other  A'iew.  But  I  think  there  is  no  passage  in  the  Hebrew,  or 
Greek  Scriptures  which  will  not  at  last  admit  of  such  an 
illustration  or  explanation,  I  mean  philologically  or  critically y 
as  may  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 

Much  general  information  on  these  subjects  is  to  be  obtained 
from  Ilarmer's  valuable  and  satisfactory  Observations  on  the 
Scriptures,  collected  from  Voyages  and  Travels  in  the  East; 
(four  volumes  8vo.)and  from  "  Letters  from  some  Jews  to  Mr. 
*'  Voltaire."  A  man  of  real  erudition,  who  merits  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  creatures,  constantly  keeps  his  knowledge,  his 
reason,  and  his  prudence  connected  indissolubly,  or  as  it  is 
well  expressed  by  a  philosopher,  Ev  <n;v«.p/xoya  a.'^ioXvTu  kktsc.  "kv^vt 

UftCTTOV.* 

(q)  The  celebrated  and  learned  Bishop  NcAvton,  late  Bishop 
of  Bristol,  in  hia  pleasant  and  ingenious  account  of  his  own 

life, 

*  Pjat.  Tima?.  Locr.  dcAnimaMundi.  Plat.  Op.  Edit.  Serrani^ 
torn  3.  p.  95. 
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"Wiih  no  Scril)lerian  {qq)  scruples  for  his  Heir, 

life,   (written  by  hiBiself,)  has  recorded  the  very  useful,  and 
OL'Conomical  motiTes  for  his  marriage. 

In  the  ytar  1761,  Dr.  Newton  thought  seriouslj/  of  taking 
a  wife  en  second.  His  reason*  were  as  follows,  and  may  b« 
serviceable  to  many  Divines  in  their  progress  from  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  to  Lambc(h,  or  in  any  of  the  intermediate  stages* 
"  0  I'ecchi,  ch''  avclc  bisogno  di  Moglie  I  and  so  on,  &c.  &c. 
&c.   See  and  read  the  SchJa  ds  Mariiati. 

"  Dr.  Newton  found  that  the  study  of  sacred  and  classic 
authors  ill  agree  with  accounts  of  Butchers  and  Bakers  bills, 
and  by  daily  experience  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  good 
to  live  alone,  without  a  help  meet  for  him  ;  and  especially 
zchen  he  had  some  prospect  of  a  Bishopric.  Fresh  difficulties 
and  troubles  orened  to  his  view,  two  houses — a  greater  number 
of  servants— a  better  table  and  public  days— and  he  plainly 
foresaw,  that  he  must  eif  her  fall  a  prey  to  servants^  or  look 
out  fur  some  clever  sensible  icoman  to  be  his  wife,  who  was  a 
prudent  manager  and  (economist,  and  could  lay  out  his  money 
to  the  best  advantage:  who  had  no  more  taste,  and  love  of 
pleasure  them  a  reasonable  zcoman  should  have  )  who  would  be 
happier  in  slaying  with  her  husband  at  home,  than  iixperjKtuuUy 
gadding  abroad;  who,  though  she  brought  no  fortune,  might 
save  one,   and  be  a  fortune  in  herself." 

In  short  the  Doctor  married  on  the  5th  Sept.  17G1,  and  on 
the  18th  of  the  same  month  he  kissed  hh  JVIajesty's  hand  on  his 
Bishopric.  The  Doctor  was  luck}-.  Oscula  libavit,  dein  talia 
fiitur ;  i.  G.  the  Bishop  adds,  •'  A  lady  of  quality,  a  friend  of 
his,  said  upon  his  marriage,  it  zcas  the  zcisat  thing  he  ever  did 
in  his  life  :  and  that  she  was  the  7nost  pi'opcr  wife  for  him  in 
the  world.  And  indeed,  says  the  Bishop,  she  more  than. 
iLWivn^rviWiisxcarmest  z:ishes,  &c."  Bp.  Newton's  Life,  8vo. 
cd.  vol.  1.  p.  81.  — Except  in  two  aculeated  closing  words,  his 
Lordship  docs  not  take  into  hL^  account  of  wedded  love,  "  th« 
A  a  3  ''  goldca 
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lie  took,  not  e'en  iu  thought  incliu'd  to  rove, 

A  wife  for  regularity,  not  love. 

A  little  architect  in  all  his  schemes ; 

Some  say,  he  had  a  method  in  his  dreams  : 

Banks  gave  him  morning  lessons  how  to  dress,  310 

And  Morgan  (r)  whisper'd  courage  and  fmesse. 

Three  sessions  in  the  House  he  da,ily  toil'd, 
In  every  plan,  in  every  motion  foiUd  ; 
Till  like  graveNicholls  ina  pet  heswore, 
•*<  I'll  move  myself',  the  House  I  move  no  more  j" 
Then  penn'd  to  Pitt  his  monitory  strain,  (/';•) 
As  Murray,  clear,  and  as  fond  Randolph,  plain. 


*^  golden  shafts,  the  constant  lamp,  tire  purple  wings,"  &c. 
&c.  «S:c.  which  INIilton  celebrates,   and  Husbands  feel. 

O  I'ecchij  clicavete  bisogno  di  moglie,  Sec.  &c.  &c.  &c." 
Episcopal  Air  and  Rondeau  repeatcdy  by  a  Chorus  of  Doctors 
iuid  Chaplains. 

(r/f/)  See  the  Memoirs  of  Marfinus  Scribleriis.  Chap.  1.  IIoio 
Dr.  Cornelius  observed  all  the  rules  given  by  the  anticnts  to 
those  who  desire  to  generate  children  of  wit,  which  Dr. 
Morosophos  magnanimously  disregarded.  He  neither  cared 
for  the  South  nor  the  West  Wind. 

(r)  Maurice  Morgan,  Esq.  an  ingenious  writer  and  author 
of  the  pleasant  Extravaganza  on  the  Character  of  Sir  John 
Falstafl",  which  should  be   now  reprinted,     Mr.  Morgan  is 

known 
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Resolved  on  ease,  his  travels  were  at  liome. 
And  Lum'sden  [s)  t-aught  him  to  converse  on  Rome : 
The  arch  Palladian  and  the  Parian  stone         320 
He  lov'd,  the  pride  of  Chambers  and  of  Soane.  [t] 
But  late,  by  Carter's  [u]  lioly  pencil  won, 
Wyatt  and  Gothic  heresy  would  shun  ; 


known  to  his  intimate  friends  by  the  name  of  Sir  John.    In  his 
politics,   he  Is  of  the  Lansdown  school.     (1797.) 

(rr)  The  three  great,  yet  familiar,  Letter-Kriters  cf  the  age 
are,  John  Nicholls,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Trcgony  (1797.)  Sir  James 
Alurray  ('Pultcney)  when  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York  in 
Germany,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph. —See  "A  Pairof  Epislcs 
''>  in  verse,  with  notes:  the  first  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph, 
"  &c,"  2d  edition.  1796.  I  recommend  them  to  the  general 
entertainment,   and  perhaps  instruction,  of  the  public. 

(i)  That  ingenious,  accomplished,  and  very  learned  gentleman, 
Andrew  Lumisdex,  Esq.  F.A.S.  Edinb.  has  since  that  time 
taught  us  all  to  converse  with  knowledge  and  accuracy  on  the 
subject,  in  the  most  agreeable  scholar-like  manner.  See  "  His 
*'  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  Rome  and  it's  Environs, 
*'  being  a  classical  and  topographical  Survey  of  the  Ruins  of 
"  that  celebrated  City."  4to.  1797.  It  is  a  pleasing  and  most 
judicious  performance  of  a  Gentleman  who  appears  to  have 
enjoyed  the  united  advantages  of  foreign  travel,  studious  leisure, 
and  polite  company.     (1797.) 

{t)  Two  celebrated  architects.  The  professional  knowledge 
of  Sir  W.  Chambers,  Knight,  (of  mQ%i  heroic  memory,)  was 
profound  and  substantial,  Mr.  Soane  has  more  fancy  and 
airinctfs  of  dc>ign,  and  is  certainly  a  man  of  information  and 
ingenuity.  But  he  indulges  himself  a  little  too  much  in 
txtravaganzas  and  Khims.  See  the  Bank. 
A  a  4 
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And  oft  in  thought,  by  antique  pavements  kiicf, 
With  Lysons  (i)  guide  tlie  military  spade; 
Nay  once,  for  purer  air  o'er  r-iwal  ground, 
With  little  Daniel  ( v)  went  his  twelve  miles  round. 


(«)  I  am  obliged  for  this  information  to  a  Fellow  of  the  S.  of 
Antiquaries.  Mr.  Carter  is  a  draftsman  of  tlie  very  first  merit, 
but  his  catholic  zeal  betrayed  him,  assisted  by  some  Morosophisis 
of  the  Society,  to  attack  the  first  genius  in  arciiitectlre 
in  this  kingdom,  Mr.  VVyatt.  Longa  est  injin'ia:  longce 
ambages.  It  is  difficult  to  prove  that  (he  Society  of  Antiquaries 
■svas  instituted^  solely  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Gothic  Archi- 
tccture,  or  to  listen  to  the  tiresome  cabals  of  busy  Baronets 
and  meddling  Romiih  priests. — But  to  us,  under  the  auspices 
of  Wyatt, 

OFortunati!  quorum  piafectu  7'esurgunf, 

yEneas  ait,  etfastigia  suspicit  urbis.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(.r)  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.  F.Il.  S.  and  A.  S.  one  of  the  most 
judicious,  best  informed,  and  most  learned  «wc/c'//r  Antiquaries 
in  this  kingdom,  in  his  department.  Do  lubens  manus  Vilruvio. 

His  work  on  (he  remains  of  the  Roman  Villa  and  pavements 
at  Woodchester,  near  Gloucester,  (which  a  friend  has  just 
shewn  me,^  is  such  a  specimen  of  ingenuity,  unwearied  zeal, 
and  critical  accuracy  in  delineating  and  illustrating  the  frag- 
ments of  aiitiquity,  a^  rarely  has  been  equalled,  certainly  never 
surpassed.  His  Majesty  was  so  pleased  with  some  of  Mr. 
Lysons's  attempts  (near  Dorchester  I  think,)  that  a  party  of 
the  militia  was  detached  to  assist  him  in  digging  among  the 
ruins.  A  friend  of  mine  was  much  entertained  witii  the  three 
/c;z/s  erected  on  the  spot,  and  a  detachment  of  soldiers  storming 
a  fort  under  ground,  under  the  orders  of  an  Antiquary.  Ilenca 
my  allusion  to  the  military  spade. '•^Of  the  genius,  judgment, 

knowledge, ' 
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On  Siindiiys  at  Sir  Joseph's  [z)  never  failM, 
So  regular,  you  might  have  thought  him  bail'd ;  329 


knowledge,  and  per^-CTcrancc  of  tliis  Gcnfloman  in  the 
department  he  has  undertaken,  it  is  dldkult  to  speak  in  terms 
of  sufficient  approbation.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(?/)  The  Rev.  Daniel  Lysons,  M.  A.  the  Brother  of  Samncl 
Lyson"?,  Esq.  An  ingenious  and  diligent  Antiquary,  Init  of  an. 
inferior  class  :  I  mean  as  to  the  respective  subjects  of  their  works. 
He  is  author  of  The  Environs,  twelve  miles  round  London. 
But  really,  in  these  hard  times.  Four  large  Volumes  in  4to. 
z^irc-xzove  and  hot-pressed^  and  Six  Guineas  paid  down  on  the 
table,  and  the  books  unbound,  (and  an  appendix  threatened) 
are  rather  too  much  for  parish-registers,  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  ;  or  even  for  the  delights  of  Islington,  Ilomerton, 
Hackney,  Clapton,  Acton,  and  all  the  rural  retreats  of  City 
innocence  and  pure  air,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  town.  The 
work  should  have  been  printed  in  8vo.  Isly  only  objection 
is  to  the  typographic  pomp  and  expencc  of  a  book  on  such  a 
subject ;  and  I  think  most  persons  will  agree  %vith  me.  (Nov. 
1797.) 

(c)  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  Knight  of  the  Bath,  President, 
of  the  Royal  Society,  Privy  Counsellor,  kc.  kc.  Sec.  has 
instituted  a  meeting  at  his  house  in  Soho  Square,  every  Sunday 
eyening,  at  which  the  Literati,  and  men  of  rank  and  con- 
sequence, and  men  of  no  consequence  at  all,  find  equally  a 
polite  and  pleasing  reception  from  that  justly  distinguished 
Gentleman.  Siii  Joseph  Banks  is  fitted  for  his  station  in  tlio  ■ 
learned  world,  not  more  from  his  attainments  and  the  liboriili'y 
of  his  mind,  than  by  his  particular  and  unremitted  attention  to 
the  interest  and  advancement  of  natural  philosophy,  and  his 
generous  patronage  of  the  Arts. 

rOUTUN.i;   MAJORIS    IIONOS,     F.RECTUS    ET    ACER  I*     (17970 

*  Claudian. 
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With  Jones  a  linguist,  Sanscrit,  Greek,  or  Manks, 
And  could  with  Watson  play  some  chemic  pranks; 
Yet  far  too  wise  to  roast  a  diamond  {a)  whole. 
And  for  a  treasure  find  at  last  a  coal. 

Sometimes  he'd  treat,  his  wines  of  chosen  sort  ; 
Will.  Pitt,  with  honest  Harry,  lov'd  his  {b)  port; 
The  Bengal  Squad  (t)  he  fed,  though  wondrous  nice; 
Baring  his  currie  took,  and  Scott  his  rice.    ♦ 


(a)  The  ingenious  Mr.  Tenant  lias  shewn,  in  a  paper  read 
at  the  Royal  Society,  that  he  can  reduce  a  Diamondhy  erapora- 
tion  fo  Charcoal.  I  have  heard,  that  Mrs.  Hastings,  and  other 
great  possessors  of  diamonds,  have  a  kind  of  Tciianto-phobiay 
and  are  shy  of  this  gentleman.  A  poor  Poet,  like  myself,  who 
has  neither  diamonds  nor  any  thing  precious  belonging  to  him, 
can  only  remind  Mr.  Tenant  and  the  Royal  Society  of  the  old 
proverb,  "  Carbonem  pro  Thesau7'o." 

(b)  I  can  give  no  better  character  of  his  old  Port.  We  all 
know  on  such  occasions,  "  Bacchum  in  rcmotis  ru]!ibus"  is  the 
9ong  o^  honest  Harry  Dundas,  in  all  the  wildncss  oi  highland 
Dithyrambic;  while  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  battlements  of  Walmer, 
in  his  own  and  Virgil's  sober  majesty,  "  oceano  libemus,  ait." 

(c)  Privatis  majora  focis  :  I  can  have  nothing  to  say  to 
them;  Dr.  Morosophos  was  bolder  than  I  can  venture  to  be. 
I  could  write  down  a  pleasant  collection  ;  several  of  whom 
are  Reformers,  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  little  Michael  Angcio, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  but  none  of  them  are  disposed  to  extend  the 
question  of  Reform  in  a  more  irapor(aat  department. 

D'oii 
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InScrip:  notHemings'(c?)  self  more  vers'd  than  he^ 
The  Solomons,  or  Nathan,  or  E.  P. ; 
Loyal  and  open,  liberal  of  cash,  340 

(Not your  damn'd  dollars  [c),  or  Bank-paper  trash) 
Nor  tax,  nor  loan  he  fear'd,   at  table  free. 
And  drank  the  Minister  with  three  times  three ;  (/) 

**  D'ou  ce  Visage enfin,   plus  pale  qu'un  Rentier, 
A  I'aspect  d'un  aruet,  qui  retrancheun  qiiartier?* 
Qui  vous  a  pu  plongcr  dans  cet  humeur  chagrine  ? 
A-t-on  2:iar  quelque  idit  REFORMe  la  cuisine?" 

Boileau,  Sat.  3. 
{d)  Dr.  Morosophos  now  and  then  dabbled  in  the  funds. 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Stock  Exchange^  or  The  College,  (as  it 
is  ter.ned  in  City-wit)  are  much  indebted  to  that  eminent 
calculator  of  the  different  paj/menls,  Mr,  Hemings.  Boyd, 
Benfield,  Solomon  Solomon,  Nathan  Solomon,  E.  P.  Solomon, 
'Bhe'.luson,  Old  Daniel  Giles,  Mr.  Battle,  Lord  Lansdowne,  Dr. 
Moore,  Little  Count  Rupee,  and  all  those  who  look  an  eighth 
better  or  zcorse  for  the  opening,  know  that  I  am  right,  in 
pronouncing  the  panegyric  of  this  learned  classic  on  the  Stock 
Exchange,     (1798.) 

"  Prens  moi  le  bon  parti;  laisse  la  tous  Ics  livrcs. 
*'  Exerce-toi,  mon  fils,  dans  ccs  hautes  sciences; 
"  Prens,  an  lieu  d'ua  Platon,  ce  Guidon  des  Fincoiccs.^^ 

Avis  de  Boileau,  Sat.  8. 
(e)  This  verse  was  evidently  written  after  the  26th  of  Feb. 
1797,  af'.er  theorder  of  Council  was  sent  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
when  tke  whole  nation  was  made  to  pass  through  the  pillars  of  ' 

Hercjles;  or  in  plain  English,  to  take  dollars  for  current  silver. 

»i  — - — . —  ■ ,^^-^....,..._...._^^..._.^__^_— — ^— ^— ^— ^ 

*'Mr.  Pitt  is  supposed  t.)  have  taken  his  hint  of  the  quadruple 
ai^essment  from  Boileau,  and  to  have  /w^rorcc/ upon  it.  ( 1797.) 
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Till  uitli  a  pun  old  Caleb  (g)  crown'd  the  \vhole, 
**  Consols,  and  not  philosophy,  console.^* 


(f)  Ct>r(ain1y  Dr.  Morosophos  did  this,  before  Mr.  Pitt 
(fame  rabida  tiua  guttura  pandens")  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
triple  aascssmcvt^  or,  perhaps  three  times  three. — (Nov. 
1797.)  Sir  llobert  Ifcrrios,  ihoiigh  no  great  poet,  under- 
stands this  subject  better  than  I  do. 

Let  me  present  a  short  passage  from  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Triple  Assessment.  "  Things,  Sir,  arc 
now  changed.  Time  was,  when  Bankers  were  as  stupid  as  their 
guineas  could  make  thcai;  they  wore  neither  orators,  nor 
painters,  nor  poets.  But  wotcj,  Mr.  Dent  has  a  speech  and  a 
Z»/Yc/i*  at  your  service;  Sir  ilobcrt  has  his  pencil  and  canrvas ; 
and  Mr.  Rogers  dreams  on  Parnassus;  and,  if  I  am  rightlj'' 
informed,  there  is  a  great  demand  among  his  brethren  for  the 
Pleasures  of  Memorij.  Sir  llobert  chose  the  Autumn  with 
propriety  for  his  sketch.  The  leaves  arc  indeed  falling  thick 
around  us;  they  strow  the  brooks  in  Vallombrosa,  and 
imbrown  the  heights  of  Hohvood."  + 

By  way  of  refreshmcrd.,  I  would  observe,  that  the  progress 
of  the  present  magnijkcnt  system  of  Taxation,  as  conceived, 
illustratod,  and  established  by  Mr.  Pitt,  rolling  through  all 
the  notes  of  finance  from  the  Commutation  to  the  deep 
majestic  diapason  of  the  Lncome  act,  may  be  classically 
represented  by  one  of  the  most  animated  passages  in  Mr» 
Gray's  Letters,  when  the  comprehensive  genius  of  the  poet 
sketched  a  progress  through  Italy.  It  marks  the  strides  of  a 
vast,  capacious,  and  congenial  mind.  "  When  you  have  seen 
*'  Kome  and  Naples,  strike  out  of  the  beaten  path  of  English 

travellers, 

•  John  Dent,  Esq.  M.  P.  the  Inventor  of  the  dog  and  bitch-ML 
+  Inciter  to  ^Mr.  Pitt  ou  the  Triple  Assessment. 
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He  talk'd,  like  Indian  (A)  Rennel,  rather  Ion""; 
And  would  at  times  regale  you  with  a  song  ; 
But  seldom  that :  in  music  though  a  prig, 
The  little  Doctor  swell'd,  and  look'd  so  big.    349 
Nay  to  Greek  (/)  notes  would  trill  a  Grecian  ode. 
In  diatonic  kind  and  Lydian  mode ; 


"  travellers,  sec  a  Utile  of  the  country,  throw  yourselves  into 
*'  the  bosom  of  the  Apcnnine,  survey  the  horrid  lake  of 
*'  Amsanctus,  catch  the  breezes  on  the  coast  of  Tarento  and 
*'  Salerno,  expatiate  to  the  very  toe  of  the  continent,  strike 
"  over  the  Faro  of  Messina,  and  having  measured  the  gigantic 
*'  columns  of  Girgenti,  and  the  treniendjus  caverns  of  Syracusa, 
li  i-ej'yesh  yourselves  amid  the  fragrant  vale  of  Euna!!!  Ohf 
"  che  bel  riposo!"^  Mr.  Gray  adds  to  his  friend,  in  which  I 
join  most  cordially  to  the  JNiiiiister,  "  AddioI"  and  to  the 
United  Empire,  Et:to  Perpctua! 

Men  of  poetical  minds  alone  will  relish  this  note;  it  will  be 
caviar  attheTrcasury,  andin  the  land  oi  Abraham.  (Nov.  1800.) 

{g)  Caleb  Whitefoord,  Esq,  If  you  do  but  touch  him, 
puns  stand  as  ready  as  quills  upon  the  freff  id  porcupine.  I  wish 
him  health  and  spirits  for  many  a  year,  in  a  green  old  age;  and 
then  with  the  Epinicion  of  Horace,  Vita  ccdat,  uti  convivasatur. 

(A)  Major  James  Rcnnell,    the  great  Geographer  of  India, 
w«y»».       He  is  a  gentleman  to  whose  accuracy  and  extent  of 
knowledge  in  that  department,  this   country   is   considerably- 
indebted.     But  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  conversation. 

(/)  Dr.  INIorosophos,  the  man  of  method,  was  rather  trou- 
blesome to  his  friends  on  this  subject  of  Greek  Music.  He 
^yished   to  pass   for  another   Meiboniius.     But  there  is   still 

reason 
+  Gray's  Memoirs,  lett.  48.  sect.  4. 
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And  then  with  Burncy,  as  his  ftt  grew  wanner, 
Con\'^rs'd  on  Stentor,  the  great  (A*)  throat-performer  \ 
Or  M'ith  Raimondi's  fire,  and  warlike  art, 
Play'd  some  French  General's  obligato  [kk)  part. 


reason  to  think  that  he  never  saw  the  three  hymns  to  Calliope, 
Apollo,  and  Nemesis,  printed  with  the  Greek  musicaF  notes 
to  which  they  were  sung,  at  the  end  of  the  Oxford  edition  of 
Aratiis  in  1G72,  by  Dr.  Fell,  or  the  more  accurate  copy  of  these 
hymns  in  Mr.  Burette's  Meraoire  on  this  subject.  Memoircs 
de  I'Academie  des  Inscriptions  Tom.  5.— Dr.  Morosophos 
linew  but  little  of  the  system  of  the  Lydlan  Mode  in  the  dia. 
tonic  genus.  There  is  also  reason  to  think  that  he  knew  as 
little  as  Bishop  Horsley,    of  the    npoo-Xap.S'ayo/AETOf,    the   Y^am 

LrxTW/,    or  the  n«pi;raT»)  jx^a-uv^    &c. 

(k)  "  Stentor  is  celebrated  by  Homer  as  the  most  illustrious 
throaf -performer  of  antiquity."  Burney's  Hist,  of  Music.  4to. 
vol.  1.  p.  340. 

(kk)  I  allude  to  Signor  Raimondi's  exquisite  and  interesting 
piece  of  instrumental  music  intended  to  express  A  battle.  It 
is  called  a  Battle  Symphony.  It  consists  of  eight  different 
movements,  in  which  the  musical  6?eHcr«^  Raimondi  powerfully 
calls  on  the  imagination  of  the  hearer  to  assist  the  Composer. 
The  tliird  movement  amuses  and  alarms  me  the  most.  It  an- 
nounces "  THE  Council  of  War,  composed  of  Eight 
*'  Generals  represented  by  Eight  different  Instruments 
*'  obligati,  which  at  last,  in  their  accord,  in  a  general  cadence 

'*  EXPRESS        their        UNANIMOUS       RESOLUTION        OF       GIVIN6S 

*' Battle  1"  Bravo,  Maestro!  ^  Guglielmi  (a)  chc  tilo  dire. 

In  this  manner,   Dumourier,  Custine,   Pichegru,  Mirauda, 

Iloche,  Bcrthier,  Angereau,   and  Bonaparte,  have  each  played 

fktir  o6//>afo  part  in  Europe,  confurla,  as  assigned  them  by 

tbe 
(a)  Q.  ?  fniliam  Pitt. 
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A  Poet  too  he  was,  not  very  l^'ight. 
Something  between  a  Jerningham,  and  («)  Knight: 
He  dealt  in  tragic,  epic,  critic  lore. 
With  half,  whole  plans,  and  episodes  in  store. 
Method  was  all ;  yet  would  he  seldom  write,  3G0 
He  fear'd  the  ground-plot  wrong,  or — out  of  sight. 
At  last  THE  Doctor  gave  his  friends  a  work  ! 
(Not  verse,  like  Cowper,  or  high  prose,  like  Burke,) 


the  Convention  and  the  musical  Directory  of  France.  Europe 
has  by  no  means  approved  of  the  general  cadcyice:  but  the 
Concert  is  still  proceeding  in  all  the  harmony  of  horror,  and 
barbaric  symphony. 

Rendono  un  alto  suon,  eh'  a  quel  s'accorda 
Con  chc  i  vicin  cadcndo  il  Nilo  assorda!  (i) 
But  with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  I  hope  and  trust  that  a  Band 
of  our  own  British  Musicians  will  put  to  silence  and  drown  all 
their  ohligato  parts,  on  their  citizen  rafts  and  barges,  by  a 
general  cadence,  and  a  well-executed^  masterly,  chorai 
performance  of  our  own  Water  Music     (Feb.  1798.) 

(m)  Knight  and  Jerningham. 

"  Satire  was  late  their  physic,  wit  their  food; 

One  nourish'd  not,  and  t'other  drew  no  blood."* 
But  let  them  both  hear  the  advice  of  Boileau; 

Soyez  plutut  mdcon,  si  c'cst  votre  talent, 

Ouvrier  estirae  dans  un  art  neccssaire, 

Qu' icrivain  du  commune  S)  poctevulgairc.^^^ 

Mr.  Jer- 

{b)  Ariosto.  Orlando  Furioso.  C.  16. 

*  Drydea's  Prologue  to  .Albion  aud  AlbauiuSi 

+  Art.  Poet.  C.  4. 
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Chambers  abridg'd  !   in  sooth 'twas  all  he  read. 
From  fiuitful  A  to  unproductive  Zed. 

OCTAVIUS. 

M'hut  tlicn  ?  for  ever  shall  we  wildly  stray, 
And  pluck  each  hure-bcU  in  the  flowery  way  ? 
Or  void  of  judgement,  fire,  and  critic  force. 
Stoop  to  each  golden  apple  in  the  course  ? 
I  never  can  with  argument  dispense;  570 

Pope  gave  the  verse,  but  Warburton  [o]  the  sense. 


ISIr.  Jerningham  may   possibly  remember  and  admire  tliese 
beautiful  liues  iu  Drydcn's  Ejustle  to  Mr.  Julien,   Secretary 
of  the  Muses;  and  other  perfons  may  applij  them. 
"  All  his  care 
Is  to  be  thought  a  Voet  Jine  and  fair; 
Small  beer  and  gruel  are  his  meat  and  drink, 
The  diet  he  prescribes  himself  to  think ; 
Rhyme  next  his  heart  he<akcs  at  morning  peep, 
Some  lovc-epistles  at  the  hour  of  sleep; 
And  -when  his  passion  has  been  bubbling  long, 
The  scum  at  last  boils  up  into  a  song."  (1798.) 
(a)  Octavius  is  right  in  some  degree.     The  commentary  of 
XN'arburton  on  Pope's  moral  poems  is  peculiarly  valuable,  and 
explains  many  sceuiing  inconsistencies.     Pope  thought  so  him- 
self. 

\\arbnrton  appears  on  this,  as  well  as  on  some  other  and 
tnorc   important    occasions,    to    have   been   selected   for  thn^ 
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AUTHOR. 


*Tis  true;  by  plan  and  syllabus  (/>)  confin'd. 
Knight  thus  composes  first  the  reader's  mind. 
To  rouse  attention  is  the  poet's  art ; 
Knight  calls  to  sleep,  and  acts  a  civil  part : 
Save  to  his  view  when  foul  Priapus  (^)  rose, 
i^Ic  wak'd  to  lust  in  stimulating  prose. 


l)rculjar  excellence,  ilia-tidiosi/ncrasj/.,  (if  I  may  use  the  term)  of 
his  genius,  learning,  and  understanding  :  EjcVktoj  ysvo/xcw,- 
;c;;tk   n    t>i,-    (DYZEnS  EsAIPETON  lAIP.MA,  f 

(p)  Par  classes  et  par  titrcs, 

Dogmalizer  en  vers,  et  rimer  par  chapitres. 

Boileau,  Sat.  8. 115. 
{q)  Coocerning  Mr.  Knight's  Treatise  on  the  Worship  of 
Priapus,  in  addition  to  what  I  before  said  (P.  of  L.  Dial.  1. 
V.  134.  Note  {g)  I  shall  ofler  the  spirited  words  of  Clemens 
Alexandrinus,  from  liis  Ao"/o,-  rTforpfTTTixo,-  ii<;  th^  EMrva,,  or, 
Adinonitio  ad  Gentes : 

TLkuo-k'-a,  Kcci  yvij.voci  Hopat,  KXi  MOPI12N  ENTASEIS  rajj  yfx^cci^ 
«,7ri.7V/>.vt^!y«». — 'HT«»p»;!cEy  ifuv  t«  utoc,  ViVOfviVKCiiriv  oi  c^9«Ajlic»,  at 
«].r».-  /xfjuojp^'VxxjTi*  O.  hixTSifj-ivoi  rov  oc-j9fU!'rov,  xa*  ro  i^Qiov  th 
■^Xy.o- 1^.0170;  (?.i-/>iu  araplavTrj !  ;tiA.*  I  uow  dismiss  this  odious 
Treatise  on  Priapus/o/'  ever.  The 

+  C  lement.  Alexandrin.  Stromal.  Lib.  6.   p.  480. 
**  Clem.  Alex,  p.  30,  &c.  Edit.  CommcUn.  1616. 
B  b 
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But  though  that  Garden-God  forsaken  thes  ; 
Another  Cleland  (r)  see  in  Lewis  [s)  rise. 


The  learned  reader  will  recollect  that  Clemens  Aloxan- 
drinus  lived  in  the  third  century  under  Alexander  Severns  ;tnd 
Caracalla,  uas  a  native  of  Athens,  and  that  the  famous  Origen 
studied  in  his  school. 

(/•)  John  Cleland,  author  of  "  The  Memoirs  of  a  Woman 
"  of  Pleasure." 

(.v)  M.  Lewis.  Esq.  M.  P.  author  of  "  The  Monk,  a  Ro- 
"  mance,  in  3  Vol.'^  (Vol.2.  Ch.6.  and  7.)  See  my  Observations 
at  length  in  the  preface  to  this  Fourth  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L. 

The  publication  of  this  novel  by  a  Member  of  Parliament 
is  in  itself  so  serious  an  offence  to  the  public,  that  I  know  not 
how  the  author  can  repair  this  breach  ef  public  decency,  but 
hy  suppressing  it  himself  :  or  he  might  omit  the  indecent  and 
blasphemous  passages  in  another  edition;  there  is  neither  ge- 
nius noF  wit  in  them,  and  the  work,  as  a  composition,  woulij 
jeccive  great  advantage.  I  wish  he  may  at  least  take  this  advice. 
I  \\  ill  give  Mr.  Lewis  an  extract  from  the  ninth  Book  of  the 
History  of  Procopius,  called  the  Historia  Jrcana  of  the 
Emperor  Justinian  and  the  infamous  Theodora.  The  words 
are  these : 

otfjuou.       AwavTa    yap    avrs    roc     Tti^    ■J^J'Xif    vaGn   yroi;    av    a|to;^pEa'f 

TTiV  c(.ta')(i)VY)v .  UK  arrx^ioi  To»f  ivTVy^avtfo-j  SoiT^vfo;  <p«»y=crfiat.  Tare* 
tffl  ao'fux  7r«favop*«.;  arapTroj  abaroj*  aXKa,  t»v  avaionocv  »h  tu 
^/.sraTra    7rpotecb>:»)/>i  wj,    pacrra    te    x«i    aoiu    'jvovui    ej    Tft/y    "TTfoc^zuv    roii 

I  wish  Mr  Lewis  may  read  this  passage,  and  profit  from  it. 
(July  1797.) 

Novels 

ia)  Procop.  Ilistor.  Arcan.  Lib.  V.  p.  46.  Ed.  Fol.  Lugdun.  1623^ 


3Ct 
M'hy  sleep  the  ministers  of  truth  and  law  r      380 
Has  the  State  no  control,  no  decent  awe. 


Novels  of  this  scductirc  and  libidinous  tendency  excite  di>. 
a;ust,  fear,  and  horror,  in  every  man  and  woman  Avho  reflect 
npon  those  virtues  which  alone  give  support,  comfort,  and 
rontiniiancc  (o  human  Society.  The  interests  of  Society  and  the 
essential  welfare,  and  even  the  very  existence,  of  this  kingdom, 
authorise  any  man,  though  conscious  of  manifold  frailtiesj  to 
speak  in  the  manner  I  hare  done.  We  cannot  long  deceive 
ourselves:  poetical  men,  of  loose  and  ungoverned  morals,  can 
dfFer  to  us  or  to  themselves  but  feeble  consolations  from  wit  aiiil 
Jmagery,  M'hcn  left  to  solitary  reflection  and  the  Agony  of  re- 
morse. I  never  found  this  subject  so  well  represented,  and  so 
unanswerably  enforced  to  every  understanding,  capable  of 
recalling  itself  hova.  vicious  conduct  and  irregular  inclinatioriSj 
as  irl  this  short  sentence :  "  IVhoever  wholly  give  thcm- 
^^  selves  up  to- husty  zi'ill  soon  find  it  to  be  the  least  fault  the  tf 
"  are  guilty  of." 

In  this  place  I  cannot  help  recommending,  with  peculiar 
earnestness,  the  attentive  perusal  of  one  of  the  most  instructive 
and  useful  short  pieces  of  Biography  which  I  ever  read,  in  the 
life  of  I)r.  Johnson,  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Hawkins:  from 
p.  222  to  p.  232.  It  is  particularly  important  to  many  young 
men  who  live  in  the  allurements  of  a  great  and  high-viced  town, 
or  among  freethinking  literati,  and  the  more  calm  and  sober 
sensualists.  Men  who  live  in  London,  and  keep  much  com- 
pany, will  feel  the  force  of  the  observations.  It  is  the  account 
of  Mr.  Johti  Dj/cr,  a  man  of  genius,  politeness,  and  learning  ; 
the  conclusion  of  it  in  the  words  of  Sir  John  Hawkins  is  very 
impressive. 

"  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  history  of  this  accom- 
plished and  hopeful  young  man,  whom  I  once  loved  with  the 
affection  of  a  brother,  with  a  view  to  shc^v  thctendenc^  of  idle- 
M^jfiS,  and  to  j)oiut  out  at  ichut  avenue  Vice  may  gain  admittance 

D  b  2  in 
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While  each  with  each  in  madd'ning  orgies  vie. 
Panders  to  lust,  and  licens'd  blasphemy  ? 
Can  Senates  hear  w  ithout  a  kindred  rage  ? 
Oh,  may  a  Poet's  light'ning  blast  the  page. 
Nor  with  tlie  bolt  of  Nemesis  in  vain 
Supply  the  laws,  that  wake  not  to  restrain. 

Is  ignorance  the  plea?   since  Blaekstone  drew 
The  lucid  chart,  each  labyrinth  has  a  clue, 
Each  law  an  index:   students  aptly  turn  390 

To  Williams,  Hale,  judicious  (/)  Cox,  and  Burn; 


in  minds,  seemingly  the  most  strongly  fortified.  The  assailable 
part  of  liis  mind  Mas  laxity  of  principle:  at  this  entered  inji- 
(lcli/7/,  which  was  followed  by  such  temptations  to  pleasure  as 
he  could  see  no  reason  to  resist.  These  led  on  to  desires  after 
the  means  of  gratification,  and  the  pursuit  of  them  was  his 
Destuuction." 

To  conclude.  Whatever  I  have  said  on  the  subject  of  this 
Kovel,  called  the  Monk,  I  shall  leave  as  matter  of  record, 
whether  the  Novel  is  altered,  or  not.  The  tenor  of  the  whole 
is  reprehensible.  I  leave  it  as  a  protest  against  such  a  work, 
published  in  such  a  manner,  by  a  Gentleman  in  the  high, 
honourable,  and  responsible  station  of  a  Member  of  Parliament. 
It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  no  similar  work  will  ever  agaia 
be  given  to  this  country.     (Added;  Nov.  1797.) 

(t)  SamuelCox,  Esq.  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Editor 
(at  his  leisure  hours)  of  the  reports  of  Pecrc  ^^'illiams.     I  am 

nut 
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Obscenity  has  now  her  code  and  priest, 
AVhile  Anarchy  prepares  the  dire  Digest. 

Methinks  as  in  a  theatre  I  stand, 
"Where  Vice  and  Folly  saunter  hand  in  hand. 
With  each  strange  form  in  motley  masquerade, 
Featur'd  grimace,  and  impudence  pourtray'd  ; 
While  Virtue,  hovering  o'er  th'  unhallow'd  room. 
Seems  a  dim  speck  through  Sin's  surrounding  gloom. 
As  through  the  smoak-soil'd  glass  (u)  we  spy  from  far 
The  circling  radiance  of  the  Sirian  Star,  401 

Faint  wax  the  beams,  if  strong  the  fumy  tint. 
Till  the  Star  fades,  a  mathematic  point. 


notrery  conversant  with  professional  law  booVs,  but  a  learned 
person  shewed  me  Mr.  Cox's  mode  of  illustration,  and  desired 
me  to  consider  it.  I  really  think,  that  it  seems  as  a  model  for  all 
future  Editors  of  Reports  of  former  years.  This  plan  is  evidently 
the  mode  of  a  most  judicious  understanding  and  of  a  well-read 
Lawyer.     Transeat  in  exemplum  !     (1707.) 

(u)   "  If  the  eye-glass  be  tiucted  faintly  with  thesmoak  of  a 

lamp  or  torch  to  obscure  the  light  of  the  star,  the  fainter  light 

in  the  circumference  of  the  star  ceases  to  be  visible,  and  the 

star  (if  the  glass  be  sufficiently  soiled  with  smoak)  appears 

Oiuething  more  like  a  mathematic  point." 

Newton's  Optics,  Prop.  7.  Theor.  fi, 
13  b  3 
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Sure  from  the  womb  I  was  untimely  torii;, 
Or  in  some  rude  inclement  season  born  ; 
The  State  turns  harsh  on  fortune's  grating  hinge, 
And  I  untaught  to  beg,  or  crouch,  or  cringe; 
For  me  the  fates  no  golden  texture  weave, 
Thougl^  happier  far  to  give  thE^,n  to  receive : 
Yes;  with  unvaunting  sober  wishes  blest,        4^^ 
Ambition  flies  with  envy  from  rny  breast ; 
For  friendship  form'd,  I  feel,  in  realms  above. 
My  Saturn  temper'd  by  the  beam  of  Jove. 

I  cannot,  will  not,  stoop  with  boys  to  rise. 
And  seize  on  Pitt,  like  Canning,  (.r)  by  surprise,  (.r.r) 
Be  led  through  Treasury  vaults  in  airy  dance, 
And  flatter'd  intQ  insignificance. 
I  cannot,  will  not,  in  a  college  gown. 
Vent  myjirst  nonsense  on  a  patient  town. 


(x)  George  Canning'  Ksq.  M.  P.  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
an  Etonian  of  much  ingenuity,  liveliness,  and  learning.  (1797.) 

(a:x)  The  Novels,  Farces,  most  of  the  Pl^ys,  Romances, 
Ballets,  and  Pantomimes,  of  the  day,  are  all  founded  on— .S'«r- 
^jise>    Why  not  the  ministerial  Coups  de  Theatre?   (1797.) 
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Quit  the  dull  Cam,  and  ponder  in  the  park     420 
A  six- weeks  Epic,  (?/)  or  a. Joan  of  Arc. 
I  leave  these  early  transports,  and  the  calm 
Complacence,  and  the  softly  trickling  balm 
Self-consolation  sheds,  more  sweet  than  all 
Burke  felt  in  senates,  or  Impeachment's  hall ; 
Borne  to  that  course,  where  thund'ring  from  afar 
The  great  Auruncian  {z)  drove  his  primal  car. 

E'en  now,   when  all  I  view  afflicts  my  sight. 
All  that  Home  Tooke(a)  can  plot,   or  Godwin  {b) 
write ; 


(7/)  Robert  Southey,  author  of  many  ingenious  ])ioccs  in  verse 
of  great  promise,  if  the  young  gentleman  would  recollect  what 
old  Chaucer  says  of  poetry, 

Tisercry  dele 
A  rock  of  ice,  and  not  of  steel. 
He  gave  the  public  a  long  quarto  volume  of  epic  verses,  Jo\h 
OF  Arc,  written,  as  he  says  in  the  preface,  in  six  zcecks.  Had 
he  meant  to  write  well,  he  should  have  kept  it  at  least  six  years. 
I  mention  this,  for  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  many  of 
the  young  gentleman's  little  copies  of  verses.  I  wish  also  that 
he  would  review  some  of  his  principles.  (1797.) 

(z)  Lucilius. 

(a)  Mr.  HoRNE  TooKt,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  •'  Diversions 

of  Purley,"  makes  an  apology  for  applying  himself  to  subjecii 

so  trivial  as  grammatical  discussions,  in  the  year   1786.     He 

6  b  4  uses 
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Now  when  Translation  to  a  pest  is  grown,        430 

uses  the  words  of  an  Italian  poet,  which  are  very  remarkablej 
though  they  never  have  been  muih  noticed. 

Perch e  altrove  non  have 

Dove  voltare  U  viso, 

Che  gli  e  stato  interciso 

Mostrar  con  altre  imprese  ultra  virtudc. 
The  hour  was  however  approaching,  when  his  countenance  was 
to  be  turned  to  other  <hoiights,  and  he  wis  to  display   other  ta- 
lents which  had   almost  slept  since  the  time  of  Junius.     At  the 
blast  of  the  French   revolution   he   awoke  from   grammatical 
slumber;  and  found   that  o-'//er  enterprises  awaited  him.     We 
have  traced  his  proceedings  till  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for 
high  treason,  Nov.  4,  1794.     His  p/an*  were  unfolded,  and 
though   he  was  acquitted,  and  "  Execution  was  not  done  on 
Cawdor,"  yet  it  is   not  impossible  that  hereafter,  (after   his 
decease,)  some  honest  chronicler  may  be  found, 
"  Who  will  report  (in  private) 
That  very  frankly  he  confcss'd  his  treasons^ 
Implor'd  his  counfri/s  pardon,  and  set  forth 
A  deep  repentance."  (Macbeth.) 

Till  that  hour  arrives,  I  shall  wait  for  the  continuation  of  his 
grammatical  researches,  which  are  promised  to  the  world,  with 
the  celebrated  wish  of  the  Satirist; 

Ut  vellem  his  potius  nugis  tota  ilia  dedisset 

TemPORA    S.EVlTI.i;'. 

From  the  abilities  and  uncommon  erudition  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooko  I  dread  much,  and  from  the  calmness  and  mildness  of 
his  conversation  I  should  apprehend  perhaps  more.  But  as  I 
think  THE  WHOLE  Kixr,D0M  is  fully,  and  deeply,  andsolemnly, 
and  unullcrabl})  impressed  with  the  nature,  the  malignity,  the 
extent,  iheinfiuence,  and  the  terror  of  the  grand  Revolutionary 
principle,  and  the  desperate  fury  of  Reforming  societies  and 

embodied 


And  Holcroft  {c)  to  French  treason  adds  his  own. 
When  Galhc  Diderot  hi  vain  we  shun. 
His  blasted  p-ncil,  Fatahst,  [d]  and  Nun ; 
"When  St.  Poi  [e)  sounds  the  sacring  bell,  that  calls 
His  Priests  en  masse  from  Charles's  ruin'd  walls  ; 
When  Thelwall,  (/)  for  the  season,  quits  the  Strand 
To  organize  revolt  by  sea  and  land  ; 


embodied  factions,  I  trust  Great  Britain  and  her  Ministers  will 
never  suffer  the  arm  of  justice  and  of  vigilance  to  remit,  or  to 
relax  it's  energies.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(6)  Sec  an  account  of  this  weak  and  contemptible  writer, 
WiliiaTc  Godwin,  and  his  Ful/'tkalJuyt/ce,  in  Dialogue  III.  of 
the  P.  of  L.    Sec  also  a  future  note  in  this  Fourth  Dialogue. 

(c)  Thomas  Holcroft.  —  An  author,  a  translator  of  plays  and 
novel?,  and  a  icould-be  directing  Statesman,  tried  for  High 
TrcuSou  at  the  Old  Baileyiri  175 1,  and  acquitted.  Home  Tooke 
cannot  be  much  pleased  with  this  compeer.  Scurra  clcgruiiiiii 
l^rior.     See  the  fable.  C1797.J 

(«')  The  names  of  his  posthumous  novels,  translafed /or //<e 
benefit  of  Gvf  at  Britain. 

(e)  The  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
French  Emigrant  priests  is  committed  en  masse.  The  reader 
may  recollect  they  zcere  maintained  in  the  old  mansion  built  by- 
Charles  the  Second  at  Winchester.  — See  the  Preface  to  this  ^th 
Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L. 

(/)  This  indefatigable  incendiary  and  missionary  of  the 
French  Propaganda,  John  Thcli;:(tll,  has  now  his  Schools  of 
Reason  in  country  towns,  &c.  ice.  nj^is-r*,  t^A^^.o^vjo;.  (July 
1797.) 
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When  Barristers  [g]  turn  authors ;  authors  (//)  prate; 
Charles  Fox  allegiance  dares  to  calculate. 
And  with  his  sulph'rous  torch  relumes  the  pile  440 
With  unaverted  (/)  face,  and  ghastly  smile. 


{g)  Mr.  Barrister  Erskiiie.—See  more  of  him  and  his  pam- 
phlet on  the  French  vrar  in  a  future  note. 

(/()  I  refer  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

(e )  In  ancient  times  among  the  Romans,  Avhcn  the  public 
ministers  of  funeral  obsequies  set  fire  to  the  pilc;  the )j  turned 
aside  their  faces. 

Triste  ministerium !  subjectam  more  parentum 
Aver  si  tenuere  faccm. 
J^ot  so  the  Right  Honourable  Chaules  James  Fox ! 

As  Mr.  Fox  Iotcs  Greek,  and  reads  Greek,  (nugari  solitus 
Grajce)  I  will  giTC  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox's  tongue  and  eloquence 
in  that  language.  I  shall  then  say  of  it;  H  TXuffc-a  ttv^,  I  xo5-//.of 
T»j    (Miy.isc,;,     r     (7Tt?i.^(ra  oKof    to    crx^.y.,    r)    (JXoy.^yjr*    tov    'T(0)(pv    tti,- 

»«  9x-;xr^(pofii.  If  Mr.  F.  would  attend  to  this  Greek  author, 
he  might  learn  the  xaXrj  «v«<rTpo<Pr),  and  the  rrfoivrn;  c-o^taj. 
Even  Mr.  Fox  may  possibly  read  zchaf  I  saij. 

As  Mr.  Fox  is  nozs  (.Tune  1797)  studying  Mr.  Gibbon's  His, 
tory,  he  Mill  find  many  an  instructive  lesson  for  his  public 
conduct.  Mr.  Fox,  I  k?iu::',  cannot  always  construe  Mr.  G.'s 
English,  and  often  consults  his  friends  on  the  meaning  of  many 
passages  and  sentences;  but  without  much  success.  His 
friends  can  confirm  Mhat  I  say,  if  they  think  proper.* 

I  always 

!'  ■  

*  Perhaps  Mr. Fox  may  uiulcrstaiulandco?ry</"Mt'  thefollowing 
sentence  from  the  luminous  Historian.  "An  aspiring  candidate 
may  be  tempted  ^o  build  his  greatness  on  the  public  confusion, 

but 
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Now, when  beneath  the  d read  f  r  a  t  e  r  in  a  l  ( //)  fro  w  ii 


I  always  fool  an  iiitcccst  in  Mr.  Fox's  studies,  whether  he  is 
reading  Gibbon,  or  culling  iiniplos  on  St.  Ann's  Hill  with 
Aspasia,  or  poring  on  the  Odys§ey,  in  lamentation  over  hi* 
flepartcd  friends  in  th^s  H.  of  Commons  in  the  old  Bard'* 
language, 

Apujji-zvo;  r,'j   Ti    i'VX.f-''   -f-^'i    NoTToy   Eratpa-'y, 

Put  his  Erc/.i-oi  or  friends  are  said  to  have  left  him  only  on  one 
Recount ;  his  good  humour  and  abilitj^  having  never  forsaken 
him.     The  account  is  this,  deep,  short,  and  Cull; 
*'   Ex?i  Tptri,-  iffov  irroXnQfov    iv-fn.'  f 

On  this  subject  I  would  nozo,  §  add  a  remark  or  two.  I 
H'ould  remind  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  ^-ubject  of  Radical  Refurm,  or 
pf  any  similar  subject,  that  the  Historian  Dc  Bellu  Civi/i  has 
recorded  this  expression  of  Cuius  Gracchus ;  A5poijf  THN" 
BOYAHN  (Senatuin)  ;t«0»ir»i;c:i.  The  Historian  proceeds  to  say,  that 
when  THE  measuues  of  Cains  Gracchus  had  bccii  fried,  and  had 
taken  effect,  his  words  were  found  to  be  true.  Th  ^'ifya  vfo'io-jro; 
ES  nETPAN,  jU!»^oviif  £Ti  EH?3tvw;a  TO  i-ro;  t«  T-.^kx'^. — Ta;^y  7£ 
7r^ft,7,r  ANE1-TPA<J)0AI  TO  KPATO:^:  THS  nOAITEIAS  1 ! !  (a) 
Arc  the  words p/a/a  to  this  learned  jnmlcrn  (irooi.m  :  Does  ilr. 
Fox  understand  them  ? 

Letrac  also  add,  that  in  afti-r  times  the  Tribune  Valiiiiui* 
conferred  on  Ca:sar  the  ^ovcrnirn^nt  o(  Ci'alpinc  Guul ;  and, 
what  is  singular  enough,  in  the  very  same  days  CJabinius,  a 
Consul  of  proUigatc  character,  assured //ze  ^Kvjyj/i-,   "  hrrarc 

Civcs^ 

but  it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  (he  du/i/  of  the  SovruEiGX  to 
maintain  the  uuthuritij  of  (he  lafcs.''  Cibbon,  vol.  7.  p.  80.  ed. 
8vo. 

+  Od.  L.  1.  t  Od.  L.  1.  V    2.  §  March,  17Us. 

(«)Appian,  De  Bello  Civili,  Lib.  I.  p.4G'V  Edit.  H.  Steph. 
1592. 


376 
The  iiARp  revers'd  grates  discord  on  the  Crown; 


*'  Gives  si  turn  Scnadim  aliquld  in  Ilcpublici  posse  arbitraban. 
"  tur."*  Sec  the  groat  Chapter  De  ^lulatis  Mutandis,  by  xiit 
XEw  TaiuMviRATE  ill  Kuglanil. 

jMircaitur  tacitly  et  livnio  pro  vvhMjyiz  pendent !  (b") 

The  furth  r  I  extend  my  rcscarclies^  political  or  historical, 
the  k'fis  do  I  find  ;iny  tiling  which,  in  governments  and  states, 
and  in  the  revolutions  of  governments,  is  absolutely  neio  ia 
kind,  but  in  degree,  new  beyond  comparison.  But  as  to  the 
objects  of  fear,  caution,  and  apprehension,  I  see  them  more  and 
more;  the  events  of  which  will  be  7iew  and  terrible  indeed  to 
Great  Britain,  if  we  do  not  find  mercy  in  (his  day  of  wrath, 
horror,  and  convulsion.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  I  think  I  sec 
our  means  of  Defence  increased,  and  the  spirit,  generosity,  and 

resolution 


*  Cicero  Orat.  pro  Sext.  12. 

(b)  Stat.  Thob.  L.  10. —Sir  R.  Walpole  spoke  with  spirit  on 
the Secedcrs  from  Parliament  in  1742.  INIr.  Coxc  in  his  impor- 
tant and  very  valuable  IMemoirs  and  original  diplomatic  corre- 
.•ipondence  of  that  Minister,  observes  that,  "  The  consequence  of 
this  mcdsure  zcaa  to  the  Seccders  disappointment  and  speedy 
repentance,  to  the  Ministers  .satisfaction  and  triumph.  They 
even  flattered  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  being  called  back  to 
their  posts.  They  soon  experienced  the  ill  policy  of  their 
conduct.  The  nation  ions  not  injlamed  bij  their  conduct.''^  See 
and  read  tlic  Memoirs  of  Sir  11.  Walpole,  vol.  1.  4to.  p.  606.— 
Mr.  Fox,  who,  as  well  as  every  other  statesman,  will  certainly 
pv.vj-iio  tliis  curious  and  instructive  work,  should  remember  a 
sayingof  Lord  Bolingbroke,  tlie  enemy  and  ojiposer  of  Walpole  ; 
"  History  is  philo-ophy  teaching  by  examples.''^  (March  1798.) 
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When  Transatlantic  Emigrants  can  roam 


resolution  of  Our  Great  Natiox  raised  and  animated  to  act, 

AS    ONE    MAN. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  -when  the  Miuisters  of  a  Country 
might  feel  ««  assurance  zciihm  themselves  that  the  gevlrao 
rnixciPLEs,  on  which  they  have  acted,  have  been  just  and  justi- 
fiable, and  that  they  might  throw  themselves  on  the  jnclgmeut  of 
their  Country;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  present  hour.  The 
state  of  Europe  has  proved  the  intentions  of  France  from  the 
first  moment  of  her  Revolution  ;  and  every  historical  document 
daily  confirms  the  proof.  Though  I  profess  no  personal  predi- 
lection for  Mn.  Pitt,  yet  I  join  in  the  common  gratitude  for 
his  firmness,  unbending  and  inflexible  persev4.rance  in  general 
principles,  which,  under  Providence,  may  yet  prove  our  salva- 
tion :  and  upon  verjj  serious  and  the  jnost  mutare  reflection^ 
I  feel  a  rooted  and  unconquerable  veneration  for  this  great 
and  transcendent  character. 

Vt  TE,    P0RTIS*IME    TEUCntlM, 

Accipio  agnoicoque  libens  !   ut  verba  Parentisy 

Et  voce m  A:ncni%£  magni  mentemque  recorder  !  (1798.) 

(ii)  I  allude  to  the  union  or  French  Brotherhood  in  Ireland 
with  their  Book  of  Death. -^^i^c  the  Reports  of  the  Irish  Par- 
liamentary Committee,  and  the  memorable  speech  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  John  Earl  of  Clare,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  iu 
the  H.  of  Lords  on  the  19th  Feb.  1798,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Earl  of  Moira.  (Reprinted,  Wright,  Piccadilly.)  The  verbal 
variations  of  the  editions  of  it  are  of  little  consequence.  The 
whole  of  it  should  be  read,  a?  spoken  by  that  eloquent,  learned, 
well.informedp  patriotic,  and  undaunted  Statesman.  (March 
1798.) 


S18 
But  to  return,  and  praise  our  (/. )  English  home  5 
Now  when  the  French  defend  us  (/)  in  disgrace, 
French  s\v<>rcls3  Fr(MH;)i  IViiuil,  French  priests^  and 

Frencli  grimace ; 
When  England  clianges  arms — At  such  a  vievT 
Must  I  find  method^  verscj  and  patience  too? 
My  verse,  the  thunder  of  a  Patriot's  voice,     45(j 
Cries  loud  to  ALL,  wIioEngland  make  their  choice* 
"  Throw  wide  that  portal ;  let  no  Roman  wait, 
*'  But  march  with  Priestley  through  the  dextrat 

gate,  (m) 


fX)  See  Mr.  Cooper  of  IMancli ester's  Accotlnf  on  his  tctutrt 
from  America,  .ind  the  Letters  of  some  Avamlering  Joiirneymart 
Weaver  or  Carpenter,  I  forgrt  which,  »ic.  &c.  linpuden.s 
iiqui  patriOs  Penates,  &c. 

(/)  I  allude  to  the  French  Emigrant  Regiments,  enrolled  iii 
the  British  drmy.  Surely  this  is  a  mia>ure  of  government 
Unwise,  and  unaccounlabie  on  any  sound  principle;  a  project 
bf  desperation,  one  would  think.  Is  this  a  time  for  Englishmen 
io  say, 

Mutemns  clypeos,  Banaumquc  insignia  nobi4 
Aptemus.  (Ju^'  1797.) 

(ot)  "  Through  the  dextral  gate !" — My  allusion  is  this.  In 
ancient  times,  the  most  freqnentcd  roads  to  the  city  of  Rome 
had  double  gates.     They  who  came  into  the  c%  passed  through 

the 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Talk  thus,  e*en  Horsley  shall  applaud:  proceed/ 

AUTHOR. 

The  tears  that  Britain  sheds,her  wounds  that  bleeds 
Call  for  a  fost'ring  hand,  the  balm  of  Peace  ; 
Not  styptics,  which  the  sanguine  tide  increase  j 


the  Icff-hand  gate  ;  and  thet/  who  zeent  out  of  the  city  too^ 
the  right-hand  gate.  See  Nardini  Roma  Antica,  L.  10.  c.  9. 
Pliny,  in  his  Natural  History,  in  the  Chapter  de  Roma,  Lib. 
3.  c.  5.  speaking  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  says,  "  that  twelve 
*'  of  the  thirty-seven  gates  should  only  be  numbered  once, 
*'  {Semel  numerari).^*  The  expression  is  odd,  but  it  alludes 
to  such  of  those  gates  as  were  double  in  this  sense.  This  was 
not  unknown  in  other  Italian  cities.  The  Porta  dc^  Borsari 
at  Verona  (in  the  opinion  of  the  Marchese  Scipio  Maifei, 
Verona  lUustrata,  Part  3.)  was  in  reality  a  twin  or  double 
gate,  though  it  has  been  mistaken  by  some  antiquaries  for  aif 
arcn  of  triumph. 

In  times  like  the  present^  I  would  never  shut  those  douhld 
gates  in  anij  city,  when  the  turbulent,  discontented,  and  factious 
wish  to  retire  into  foreign  parts.  We  all  remember,  that  Sir 
Arthur  Hazelrig,  John  Hampden,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  being 
ready  to  sail  for  America^  were  stopped  by  order  of  Council ! 
pume's  words  are  Tcry  strong  and  remarkably  iu  this  lecturing 

age* 


rjso 

Siuii  as  Stiite-quacks,  or  Barristers  expose 
For  fame  and  sale,   and  sleeping  might  disclose. 
In  state  aftairs  all  Barristers  are  vain,    [inm)    439 
And  Erskine   nods,  the  opium  {71)  in' his  brain.. 


ago.  "  They  (i,  c.  llaminlon,  Ilazelrig,  and  Cromwell)  had 
resolved  for  ever  to  abandon  tlicir  native  country,  and  Uy  to 
the  other  extreniify  of  the  globe,  where  they  might  cnjoij  lec- 
tures and  discourses  of  any  length  or  form  that  pleased  thcm.'^ 
Mr.  Hume  adds,  very  significantly,  "  The  King  had  after- 
wards full  leisure  to  repent  (his  exercise  of  his  authority." 
Hume's  Hist.  vol.  6.  p.  311.  Ed.  8vo.  1773. 

(mm)  This  must  be  understood  with  an  exception  or  two. 
<'  AN'^e  all  remember,  when  Tiilulow  and  Wedderbukne 
(now  the  Lords  Tliuilow  and  Loughborough)  were  first  called 
into  Parliamejit,  how  soon  they  proved  what  manner  of  men 
they  were.  They  separated  the  Lawyer  from  the  Statesman. 
It  was  a  proud  day  for  the  Bar  at  that  period ;  for  nevor  before 
that  day,  were  such  irresistible,  overbearing  powers  and  talents 
dis])laycd  by  the  official  defenders  of  a  Minister  : 
IIos  mirabantur  Athenai 
Torrcntcs,  pleni  et  moderantes  fra'ua  thcatri! 

liOrd  North  indeed,  when  he  appointed  Thurlow  and  Wed- 
derburue  his  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General^  meant  no  more 
than  to  give  spirit,  eloquence,  and  argument  to  his  measures ; 
but  in  eft'ect,  he  hung  a  mill. stone  on  the  necks  of  all  their 
successors."  Prefatory  Epistle  prefixed  to  tho  Translation  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  passages  in  the  P.  of  L.  page^C.    (1798.) 

(«)  Erskine.— Mr.  Bnrrixter  Erskine  is  celebrated  for 
taking  opium  in  great  quantities,  (I  have  often  heard  hinj 
.speak  in  praise  of  it)  and  if  he  proceeds  in  this  manner,  it  U 

apprcbendttU 
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Saw'.st  tlioii,  (or  did  my  troubled  fancy  dream  ?) 


apprehended  that  his  ;>o//7/c«^  faculties  will  die  of  (oo  large  a 
dosf>,  of  wliich  there  arc  many  symptoms  already.  I  would  be 
clearly  understood,  that  all.  my  observations  are  confined  to 
his  polificul  conduct  and  career  :  they  arc  not  extended  to 
his  professional  character,  which  is  great,  nor  to  his  private 
life,  which  no  man  is  inclined  to  respect  more  than  myself: 
but  his  po/t'/ical  doctrines  arc   plunging  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Erskine  has  informed  the  public,  that  he  /(«<?  7wf  the 
talents  of  a  statesman,  which,  in  common  with  the  kingdom 
at  large,  I  readily  admit  as  part  of  my  political  creed;  though 
it  is  so  very  plain,   as  hardly  to  be  au  article  of  faith. 

In  his  late  flimsy  and  puerile  "  View  of  the  Causes  and 
Consequences  of  the  present  French  War,''  he  comes  forth, 
to  the  public  i/.xXfx,  o-o^i'ni-/.yi;  kcu  eroaXfui;,  to  use  aa 
expression  from  Themistius  ;  but  I  cannot  stile  him  in  the 
words  of  that  orator,    bci'ore    the    Emperor  Constantius,   aa 

Art^y   fiotfxg     (pvr-.t    ^srsp^ov,    Zi^ov    yfxnovf     txnSjv    doSEv     twj    rwi    ui 

tmjji.iXuy.1.  (a)  I  positively  will  not  translate  this  Greek, 
either  for  the  Barrister  himself,  or  the  county  members, 
or  the  electors  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth ;  but  I  shall 
leave  it,  to  be  rendered  faithfully  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parr, 
or  Mr.  Erskine's  language  master.  Indeed  in  this  age  we 
require  nothing  but  what  we  call,  eloquence;  though  the 
term  is  miserably  abused.  But  such  as  it  /»,  eloquence  in  the 
political  world  is  like  charity  in  the  Christian  character; 
without  it  a  man  is  counted  dead. 

In  ancient  times  however,  in  one  particular  there  was  a 
great  and  essential  diiference  from  the  jirespnt.  Perhaps  it  may 
not  be  without  use  to  hint,  and  to  remind  some  persons,   that  in 

G  reece 

{a)  Themist.  Orat.  p.  3.  Ed.  fol.  Ilarduini,   1C84. 
C  c 


382 
High  o'er  yon  cliff,  in  majesty  supreme. 


Greece  and  Atliens,  '^apiid  Greclam,  (in  the  opinion  and  in 
the  triumphant  language  of  Cicero,*)  quae  i-cmper  eloquenti;e 
PRiNCEPS  ESSE  voLUiT,  atquc  illas  omnium  doctiiuaruia 
inrentrices  Aihenas,  in  quibus  summa  dicendi  vis  ct  invenia 
est  ct  PEnFECTA;"  in  Greece  and  Athens,  I  say,  Oratprs 
and  Barristers  were  never  permitted  to  make  any  epilogus  or 
peroration  whatsoever  in  the  courts  of  law,  nor  in  the  senate. 
*'  Epilogos  lELi  mos  civitatis  abstulerat,"  says  Quintilian  +  ; 
and  from  whom?  Frotii  Demosthenes.  On  which  passage 
Ihe  learned  Turnebus  observes,  "  Non  licebat  Athenis  affectum 
inoTcre,  ac  ne  Epilogo  quidcm  uti ;"  and  yet  Demosthenes 
api^eari'd  under  this  restriction.  What  does  Mr.  Erskine 
think  ?  Has  he  ever  read  the  Pleadings  for  the  Crozcti,  or 
against  Midias,   orTLzfi  n«p«T()jo-o=i«j?  § 

Mr.  Erskine  always  appears  to  me  below  his  natural  size, 
when  he  speaks  in  the  House  of  Commons :  I  have  too  often 

disliked 


*  De  Orat.  L.  1.  +  Quint.  L.  10.  c.  1. 

§  Mr.  Erskine,  if  he  ever  read  this  last  oration,  may  perhaps 
recollect  the  allusion  to  the  Wuter.Qocky  by  which  the  length 
of  public  speeches  was  regulated.  Ov^  vyx^'-  /^-■^»  'r*''^'  «'^'"P 
i^Jctj  E/Aot.  The  use  of  this  Clepsydra  is  proved  from  various 
authorities  by  the  learned  Sigonius,  concerning  the  customs  of 
the  Athenians.  I  am  told  it  is  in  contemplation  to  have  Clep- 
sydrae or  Water-Clocks  in  both  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  in 
all  the  Courts  of  Law  at  Westminster.  What  an  useful  inven- 
tion for  the  Public!  Such  a  custom  might  be  safely  adopted 
•vcn  from  a  tyrannical  democrac}/ ;  and  we  should  never  (orgQiy 
that  such  was  the  Constitution  of  Athens. 


S83 
Vengeance  his  attribute,   (and,  as  he  trod. 


disliked  his  manner  and  his  matter.  In  Westminster  Hall 
he  is  Avithout  an  equal;  he  has  no  rival  in  the  eloquence 
adapted  to  the  Bar  and  a  Jury.  But  as  he  confesses  himself  not 
to  be  a  Statesman,  he  should  have  spoken  with  more  modesty 
and  deference  on  political  subjects  to  those,  who  are  confessedly 
great  statesmen  in  the  esteem  of  the  country.  I  will  leave  in 
Mr.  Erskine's  ear  the  words  which  Demosthenes  thundered 
against  Androtion,  It  cannot  however  be  supposed  for  a 
moment,  that  I  can  mean  to  compare  a  gentleman  of  genius  and 
distinction  like  Mr.  Erskine,  with  such  a  being  as  Androtion. 
I  only  give  the  words,  and  Dr.  Parr  may  translate  them  if  he 
pleases. 

T«j  Tars,  «j  x.x~x,  tyiv  ocyofxv  vwpj^sv,  Soxv  ev  rxn;  '.KKXr-rixi;,  et* 
TS     SrtfjMTo;,     J«Xaj     KXi      ejc     ouXud     kccXuv     iCivra     b;A.T»yj,     xKt     ex 

In  conclusion,  I  recommend  to  all  persons  who  hare  an  itch 
for  writing  or  speaking,  in  public  or  private,  frjm  Mr.  Bar- 
rister Erskine  dozen  to  Mr.  Dent  and  his  dngs,  to  study  with 
care  the  following  passage  from  Lord  Shaftesbury,  in  his 
Advice  to  an  Author.  The  words  are  these:  '•  Where  the 
harm  would  be  of  spending  some  discourse,  and  bestowing 
a  little  breath  and  clear  voice  purely  upon  ourselves,  I  cannot 
see.  We  might  peradventurc  be  less  noisy  and  more  profit- 
able in  company,  if  at  convenient  times  we  discharged  some 
of  our  articulate  sound,   and  iuoketo  ourselves  xiva,  voce,  zchen 

alone''* 

*  Demosth.    Orat.     Ka-a,   Ai^fortuvo.-.      Gr,    Ed.    Beneuati. 

1570.  page  298. 

C  c  2 
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The  conr.cioii^  waves  roll'dhack  !)  tlie  passing  God, 
That  shook  ohl  Ocean's  empire  ?  from  beneath 
Strange  thrcat'ning    notes    in    hollow    murmurs 

breathe, 
Hoarse  through  the  dcafen'd  shrouds !   But  hush'cl 

the  blast. 
The  trident  is  confirm'd  :  the  dream  is  past,  [o) 


aloue.'*'*  Ad  wee  to  an  Author,  Sect.  1.  This  anticipating 
rouKHly  of  Soliloquy  the  noble  adviser  prescribes  against  the 
disease,  called  The  LEpnosY  of  Eloquence,  which  is 
now  a  British  Epidemic.  Mr.  Erskine,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  has  been  under  a  regimen  for  a  long  time  to  no 
efifcct,  and  a  Committee  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (appointed 
by  the  House)  who  have  examined  Mr.  Erskinc's  case,  and 
the  state  of  his  blood,  have  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
this  Leprosy  of  Eloquence  in  public  and  in  private,  with 
which  he  is  infected,  is  like  the  Leprosy  of  Xaaman  (he  Syrian, 
that  it  will  cleave  to  him  for  ever^  except  he  rigidly  adheres 
to  Lord  Shaftesbury's  anticipating  remedy  of  soliloquy,  and 
abstains  from  speaking  in  all  places  but  in  the  Court  of 
King's   Bench.  —  Ilia  sc  jiiclct  //j  a»Z«  yEor.us!     (July  1797.) 

(o)  These  lines  were  written  and  inserted  here  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  of^iMay,   1797. 

Proh  dolor!  Impcrium  Pelagi,  SjEvumque  Tridcntem 
Cui  nunc  sorte  datum? 

A  patriotic  poet  maybe,  I  hope,  in  this  instance  prophetical: 
"  The  dream  is  past."     Behold  the  confirmation  by  Admiral 

Viscount 
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Oh,  strong  against  ourselves,  and  rashly  bold !  470 
No  voice,  as  in  the  Hebrew  fane  of  old. 
From  Britain^s  center  to  her  utmost  bounds. 
From  parting  (/;)  angels  in  sad  accent  sounds  : 


Viscount  Diinran,    Earl    '^t.   Vincent,  and    T-larl   Howe,    the 
great  Xaval  Triuaiviis.     I  trust  wc  shall  nitver  again  say, 

Eunt  tilth  TEiiRAuuM  cniMiXA  vclis! 
Ex  quo  Jura  Frcti,  majcstatemque  rt'iiostam 
Riipit  lasoimx  pi/ppis Pagasa a  rapina!  («)     (Nov.  1707.) 

(p)  I  trust  that  Great  Britain  is  ^et  firm,  and  that  the  guar- 
dians of  her  laws  and  constitution  will  stand  bold,  undaunted, 
and  with  d'jlibcrate  valour.  ]My  allusion  in  the  verse  is 
this.  After  t!ie  profanation  of  the  teaii'le  at  Jerusalem, 
under  the  Roman  Kniperor  Titus,  v.e  read  (it  is  recorded  by 
their  own  Historian)  (hat  the  voices  of  guardian  angels  were 
heard  at  t!ie  dead  of  night,  crying  out  througluit's  inmost 
recesses,  Mirx^yArxfju-j  Evrt.5:v!  "  Let  us  depart  hence!"  See 
the  seventh  book  of  the  Jewish  War,  by  Josephus.  (6)  I  re- 
commend t!ie  perusal  of  the  whole  of  that  wonderful  section,  (r) 

The  Historian,  in  some  parts  of  it,  is  scarcely  inferior  in  spirit, 
language,  and  sublimity,  to  ^Eschylps  h;ms<'lf.  Surely  at  this 
most  awful  hour  \\hen,  I  am  almost  temptt*d  to  say,  the  moral 
and  the  natural  world  seem  to  be  breaking  up  together,  when  the 
most  powerful  Euro^-ean  states  and  populous  cities  h.avc  been 
convulsed  or  overthrown,  can  we  hear,  Avithout  secret  emotion 

and 

(«)  Statins,  Achill.L.  1.  (6)  Joseph,  p.  1280.  Edit.  Huds. 
Oxon.     (c)  \j   7.  Cap.  5. 

C   c  3 
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Paiue  may  blaspheme.  Tone,  Tooke,  and  Thehvall 

mourn, 
OuK  Ark  (</)  is  still  by  hallovv'd  hands  upborne! 


and  without  a  kindred  horror,   what  the  Historian    calls,  the 

Pa;//«(X£i'v     rc/.yjjLCCTuv     a^.a/Vay/xof      a-vix^ifo^ji.'ivuv,     the     txv    1r(X,s-KX.a-Tiini 

TVfi   •/,«»    (Ti^riftu   }c=x,txAa.'/AEVft,'y   Kfuvyn  ?    Can    we    read    unmoTcd, 

fjif^VKO-tg  Ei?  oovf^i;  x«t  xpai/yw  EUTOvncrav.  2vv5i;i(^=»  »)te  IlEjpaia,  y.at 
to,     TTsptl    opu     CccfVTifix,v     TTOiSvTa    rrjv     cp|x»iv.         Ty     Oopi;€'y     ra    TTaQv) 

<?io?£pwTEf « 1  jctX.  — I  will  make  no  apology  for  presenting  the 
learned  reader  with  this  passage,  as  Longinus  would  say, 
'OvTu  jxiyixXoi  U  Xvyoi,    h«i  £/xfcpt9f»5  «*  Evvoia*'   oKov  a-u:[/.xTtoy  Jp«jU«T*xo» 

x«t  E'.ayaivtov.*  I  expect  his  thanks  and  not  his  censure,  if 
he  is  worthy  to  read  it.     (1797.) 

(f/)  The  Jbbe  Bariiuel  has  done  a  public  service  to  Europe, 
by  his  eloquent  and  perspicuous  delineation  of  ihe  Hutory  of 
JdcobinUniy  in  his  work  intided  "  Memoires  jiour  servird  f  his- 
*'  icire  du  Jacobinisme.  I  by  nomcanssubscribetoallthe  Abbe's 
opinions  and  particular  doctrines,  nor  to  his  whims  and  fancies ; 
but  in  the  disposition  of  the  whole  work,  I  perceive  the  hand 
of  a  master.  He  has  discovered,  and  traced  from  the  very 
source,  the  original  Cabal  and  it's  impious  infamous  leaders  ; 
and  he  has  laid  down  thfir  scheme,  and  disposed  the  proofs 
from  their  oun  authentic  writings  and  works,  in  a  convincing, 
orderlv,  and  logical  arrangement.  It  is  the  best  historical  and 
critical  commentary  exfant  (except  the  events  themselves)  on 
Mr.  Burke's  first  work,  called  "  Reflections  on  the  Revolution 
in  France."  first  printed  in  1790.     It  is  worthy  to  be  read  by 

all 

*   Longin.  Sect.  9.  de  Sublira. 
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I  too  will  call,  loud  through  the  gathering  storm. 


all  who  are  interested  in  the  great  cause  of  God  and  man, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  read  and  studied. 
Fhm  et  JElas 
Tota  retro ;  ser^e  voltjmus  decus  addeue  mohti! 

It  is  for  such  paramount  reasons,  that  the  Legislature  and  all 
the  Magistrates  ofgrcat  Britain  arc  loudly  called  upon^o  contrail 
(while  thcy^et  can  control!  with  effect)  by  the  laiv,  and  bij  the 
lu'-v  alone,  such  works  as  those  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  all  the 
spawn  of  lewdness,  infidelity,  and  democracy,  in  their  vigour, 
or  in  their  dotage.  They  arc  called  upon  to  repress  bt/  /flic, 
Avhcn  it  can  be  done  with  prudence  and  propriety,  such 
popular  works  or  novels  as  TiiE  Monk,  by  M.  Lewis,  Esq. 
M.  P.  which  I  have  stated*  amply,  and,  as  I  think,  have  proved, 
to  be  indecent  and  blasphemous ;  and  to  watch  over  the  pro- 
ccedings  of  Dr.  Geddes,  +  the  new  Translator  of  the  Bible. 

The  plain  questions  arc  these:  "  Are  we  to  be  preserved?'* 
and,   '•  Can  we  be  preserved?" 

The  French  Revolution  is  now  matter  of  history,  I  mean  of 
history  speaking  in  every  language  of  every  nation  of  Europe. 
One  establishment  upholds  another;  and  the  fall  of  any  one 
draws  after  it  a  long  ruin.  Read  the  Memoires  of  the  Abbe 
Barruel,  and  doubt,  if  you  can,  whether  Literature  has 
j)Owcr  to  kill,  and  to  make  alive.  Atheist  Statesmen  always 
co-operate  with  atheist  Philosophers,  but  are  generally  duped 
l)y  them.  "  lis  prenuent  leurs  ordrcs  sans  le  savoir,''  said 
D'Alembert  in  the  plenitude  of  his  impudence. 

The  grand  triple  Conspiracy  and  crushing  Cabal,  under  all 
it's  horrid  formularies,  against  religion,  regal  power,  and  social 

order 

*■  Preface  to  Dial.  IV.  of  the  P.  of  L. 
+  lb.  Prcf.  to  Dial.  IV. 
C  c  4 
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order  under  moral  restraint,  has  shewn  what  are  the  force  and 
potency  of  Literatuke,  stimulated  and  conducled  by  an 
exterminating  philosophy.  Let  England  bew  aue  and  eook 
TO  herself!*     (1797.) 

"  Me  A'eterum  frequcns 
Memphis  pyraraidum  docet; 
Me  pressje  tumjilo  lacryma  gloriae  ! 

Me  projecta  jaceiitium 
Passim  per  populos  busta  Quiritium, 

Fiimantiwiqiie  cadavcra 
Rcgnonim  tacito,   Rufe,  silcntio 

Maestum  multa  nionent!"  LyricCa^imiri,  L.2.  Od.27. 
(;■)  Gomvi.v.  — "  Ecce  itcrum    CrispinusI"    and   I  wish    I 
need  not  proceed  witli  the  line,  "  Et  est  mihi  sa2pe  vocandus 
"in  partes:    ]Monstrum   nulla   xirtute  redcmptum." 

In  my  note  in  the  Tiiird  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  I  thought 
I  had  taken  leave  of  William  Godwin;  but  he  has  again 
obtruded  himself  upon  the  public :  and  as  one  of  the  public, 
I  shall  give  a  few  remarks  on  his  late  book,  called  '•  The 
"  Enquirer,  or  Reflections  on  Education,  Manners,  and 
*'   Literature,  in  a  series  of  Ess/njs.^' 

Of  his  Enquiry  concerning  Political  Jusficc,  the  author  indeed 
differs  in  opinion  from  me.  lie  declares,  in  his  Preface  to  his 
Enquirer,  that  "  An  Enquiry  thut  pursued  on  Political  Justice, 
(i.  e.  as  he,  William  Codw  in,  lias  pursued  it)  is  undoubtcdlij  in 

TIJE 

*  See  also  "  the  Proofs  of  a  Conspiraoy  against  all  the  Rcli- 
*'  gions  and  Governments  of  Eurojio,  carried  on  in  the  Secret 
*'  ]Mei(ings  of  Free  Masons,  Illuminati,  &c.  &c.  by  J.  Robison, 
*'  A.  M."  A  book  of  great  importance  and  solemn  warning 
to  this  country,  which  should  be  perused  with  Abbe  Barrucl's 
work.     They  reflect  a  powerful  light  on  each  other. 
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Tire  HIGHEST  STYLE  OT  Mvx  1 !  I"  But  as  I  have  givon  my 
opinion  upon  it  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of  <hc  P.  of  L.  I  shall 
say  nothing  more  of  it  in  this  place  :  yet  I  might  add,  as  it  is 
recorded   of  the  infidel  Boaster  before  Tiiebcs, 

Si  tardius  artus 
Cessisseiit,  putuil  fuhnen  meniisse  secundum.* 
I  shall  takc^M^  afezo  chapters  of  his  new  book,  for  really  I 
should  fatigue  myself  and  my  reader  past  all  sufferance,  if  I 
were  to  go  through  with  it.  The  spirit  and  the  ni.anner  is  the 
same  iu  all  these  Essays.  "  The  present  Yolume,"  (i.  e.  the 
Enquirer)  he  informs  us,  (Preface,  p.  8.)  "is  presented  to  the 
contemplative  reader,  not  a^  dicta,  but  as  the  matf.kiaf.s  op 
THixKiXG,  and  that  they  are  committed  to  his  mercy."  He 
adds,  "  that  with  as  ardent  a  pa^^hion  fur  innovation  as  ever, 
he,  (i.  e.  William  Godwin)  feels  himself  more  patient  and 
tranquil."  This  is  pleasant  to  himself  certainly,  but  whether 
his  opinions  and  their  consequetices  will  promote  patience  and 
irancpiillifjj  in  other mcw^  is  all  that  we  are  concerned  to  know, 
and  to  expose.  He  professes  to  write  a  moral  work:  it  is 
miscellaneous  and  unconnected,  w  Iiatever  he  may  think. 

1  would  premise,  that  there  is  a  difference  in  C(;nsidering  a 
moral  and  a  mere  metaphysical  Enquiry.  In  the  lat;er,  it  is 
just  and  necessary  to  take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  system,  to  know 
it's  efficacy  and  apparent  truth;  l)ut  iu  a  moral  work  thpre  is 
not  the  same  necessity,  and  for  this  plain  reason.  ^Mankind 
arc  guided  in  their  urtiona^  not  by  system,  but  hij  single 
impuhes ;  by  defached  maxims,  by  aphorisms,  by  sentences, 
which  have  frequi-ntly  the  force  of  whole  volumes.  AVhate\cr 
impels  to  action  singlj/  and  hij  itself.,  may  be  considered  also 
apartj   and  held  forth  either  to  approbation,  or  to  censure. 

For 
*  Thcbaid.  L.  10. 
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For  tills  important  reason  I  shall  oiTcr  to  the  public  notice 
some  passages  from  "  Tlic  Enquirer,  by  William  Godwin." 
The  book  prr]ia])S  has  been  read  very  little;  but  as  it  is 
published  ai\d  may  be  read,  I  am  sure  it  ought  to  be  criticized, 
not  from  it's  excellence,  nor  from  the  ability  of  the  writer, 
but  from  the  subject  matter. 

His  first  Chapter  or  Essay  is,  "  Of  axoakening  the  MincU* 
He  begins  witli  .so  verj/  zcise  a  sentence,  that  we  are  naturally 
prepared  for  7nuch  instruction.  I  have  indeed  been  told,  that 
IMr.  Crodw  in's  mother,  like  little  Isaac's  in  Sheridan's  Duenna, 
used  to  call  him  '*  Little  Solomon."  What  is  this  sentence? 
verbatim  as  follows:  "  7/" individuals  were  universally  happy, 
the  species  Kuuld  be  happy !"  Again.  "  When  a  child  is  born, 
one  of  the  earliest  purposes  of  his  instilutor  ought  to  be,  to 
azcakenhis  mindy  to  breathe  a  soul  into  the,  as  yet  unformed, 
??ia.v.y."  AVhether  the  mass  is  the  mind,  or  the  mind  the  muss, 
and  at  what  time  the  soul  is  to  be  breathed  into  the  mind,  is 
not  quite  clear;  but  it  is  verj/  inntruclive.  Mr.  Godwin  also 
thinks,  that  "  it  is  not  the  absurdcst  of  paradoxes  to  afGrm, 
thiit  the  true  object  of  juvenile  education  is  to  teach  no  one 
thin!^  in  particular ;  but  (the  reader  will  be  rather  surprised) 
to  provide,  against  the  age  of  ftvc-and-tnenfy,  a  mind  well 
regulated,  active,  and  prepared  to  Icarn.'^  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  general  education  of  mankind  is  the  object 
under  consideration. 

If  the  reader's  mind  is  not  a:caJ:ened  by  such  an  alarum  of 
nonsense,  I  think  he  iiuist  bedeL'ply  intranccd,as  fast  as  a  modern 
vatcliman,  or  ?.Ir.  God\\ia  himself,  v,  lien  he  wrote  the  chapter. 

Next  comes  Essay  2.  "  On  the  Utility  of  Talents."  From 
this  we  learn,  i:i  Mr.  Godwin's  own  words,  that  '•  The  only 
complete  protection  against  the  appellation  of  fool,  is  to  be 

th« 
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the  possessor  of  uncommon  capacity;"  and  that  ••  a  self- 
satisfied,  half-Kitted  fcllozo  is  the  most  ridiculous  of  all 
things."  This  is  also  vefi/  instructive,  and  lets  us  into  the 
secret  of  Mr.  Godwin's  wits,  and  his  self-satisfaction .  But  I 
cannot  think  Mr.  G.'s  instructions  will  "  produce  in  his  pupil 
or  child  (if  he  has  either)  one  of  the  long-looked  for  saviours  of 
the  human  race."  It  might  perhaps  produce  another  Anachar- 
sis  ClootSj  the  Orator  of  the  hun.an  race. 

Then  come  '•  The  Sources  of  Genius,"  in  Essay  3.  The 
sentiments  are  either  so  trite,  or  so  absurd,  or  so  wicked,  that 
it  is  diiTicult  to  choose.  One  of  them  I  must  select.  —  Of  the 
children  of  peasants,  Mr.  G.  observes,  "  That  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  the  very  traces  of  understanding  are  obliterated. 
They  are  enlisted  at  the  crimping  house  of  oppression  ',  they 
are  hrutified  by  immoderate  and  unremitting  labour  ;  their 
hearts  arc  hardened,  and  their  spirits  broken,  by  all  that  they 
see,  all  that  they/cc/,  and  all  that  they  look  foricard  to,  Tuis 

IS    ONE   OF    THE    MOST    INTERESTING  POINTS    OF   VIEW,    in  which 

"we  consider  the  present  order  of  Society! !!  It  is  the  great 
slaughter  house  of  genius,  and  of  mind  :  it  is  the  unrelenting 
murderer  of  hope  and  gaiety,  of  the  love  of  reflection,  and  of 
the  love  of  life."  p.  16.  This  it  is,  I  suppose,  as  this  atrocious, 
but  foolish,  writer  would  call  it,  to  promote  patience  and 
iranquillitij  among  mankind!  Mr.  G.  has  not  yet  done.  Essay 
the  4th  is  on  the  same  Sources.  Here  lie  proves  too  much  for 
himself.  He  says,  p.  19.  "  There  is  an  insanity  among 
Philosophers,  that  has  brought  Philosophy  itself  into  discredit." 

At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mr.  G.  speaking  of 
the  succession  of  events,  and  the  manuer  in  which  Ave  acquire 
ideas,  delivers  this  sentence  seriou^ly  and  philosophically,  with  a 

view 
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view  to  be  instructhe,  ns  T  fuppose.  **  If  any  man  was  to  tell 
me  that  if  I  pull  the  tri^'^er  of  my  gun,  a  sivift  ami  hcauliful 
fio)se  wili  immediately  appear  starting  from  the  mouth  of  the 
tube;  lean  only  answer,  that  I  do  not  expect  it,  and  that  it 
js  cent  ay  to  the  tenor  of  my  former  expe-ience.  But  /  can 
(t;;sii;)i  no  reason  {!!  I)  why  this  is  an  event  intrin.sicallj/  more 
absurd,  or  less  likelj/  to  happen  than  the  eienl  ]  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  witness.  It  may  be  familiarly  illustrated  to  the 
unlearned  reader,  by  remarking,  that  theprocess  of  generation,  in 
c  nsequence  of  which  men  and  hoires  are  born,  has  ohviouslj/  no 
'iiiorc  perceivahle correspondence  With  that  event,  than  itiionld  hare 
for  nic  to  pull  the  trigger  of  a  gun  ! !  .'"  I  pass  by  the  gross  inde- 
cercy  of  th.e  ii'u  fation,  thnt  I  may  just  hint,  what  it  is  to  be  a 
mcJcrn  philosopher,  and  instruct  the  unlearned  in  the  Jieiu  way. 

I  am  a  hamed  to  analyse  any  other  opinions  in  this  Essay  ;  but 
as  IMr.  C7.  is  surposed  by  some  per  ons,  to  be  "  A  man  of  talents," 
I  suppose  al.'O  Mr.  G.  has  the  properties  of  "  A  man  of  fa'ents," 
as  he  himself  has  declared  them  to  be;  and  that  *'  He  (himself) 
can  recollect  up  to  ivhat  period  he  was  jejune ;  and  vp  to  iihat 
period  h'^  was  dnll.  He  can  call  to  mind  the  i)inui)ierable  errors 
ofspcculaton  he  has  committed,  that  woi/ld  almost  dis'^itice  an 
ideal."  (p.  28.)  P'or  my  own  parr,  in  the  present  in?t;ince,  I 
luive  nothing  to  do  with  rf-cvvZ/ccV/o// :  Mr.  Godwin  and  his  book 
aie  Ixfore  me.     So  mu.h  for  **  A  man  of  talents." 

I  cannot  oppreis  the  rt-ader  wich  al!  his  desolating,  unfounded, 
and  silly  opinions  on  all  trades,  profe  sions,  and  occupation?, 
wholly  subver.ive  of  the  present  order  of  society,  and  as  I  bt-lieve, 
of  any  suppo>ca')ic  order  whatsoever  of  any  well-regulated  human 
society. 

But  if  the  reader  wishes  to  be  amused  with  the  acme  or  height 
of  absurdity   and  wiidnes?,  1  earnestly    recommend  him  to  read 

Mr. 
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Mr.  G.'s  account  of  "  Tlie  Walk  of  a  mem  of  talents,  (Mr.  Godv.in 
himself,  for  instance,)  and  of  a  man  witJiunt  tulcnta,  (  uch  as 
myself) /ro/rt  Temple:  Bar  to  }[^-de  Park  Corner.''''  (p.  31  and  32.) 
It  is  really  refrest-iing  In  the  extreme :  nothing  can  be  superior 
to  it,  but  his  "  Gun  of  Generation,"  just  descrihed,  and  hit 
self  tilling  plough,  withou-:  the  intefvention  of  man,"  in  his 
other  book  on  Political  Justice,  Vol.  2.  p.  ^'^4.  E:i.  8vo. 

I  will  give  Mr.  Godwin's  o:i«  accourt  of  this  famous  Wa'Ic, 
especially  as  the  public  are  accu  tom-.d  to  observe  all  kinds  of 
men,  and  women  too,  betv.-een  Temple  Bur  and  Hyde  Park  Corner. 
**  The  chief  point  of  difference  (--ays  Mr.  G  )  between  tltc  man  of 
talents  and  the  man  ivithout,  consists  in  the  different  i:nj/s  in 
which  their  minds  are  Cinploycd  during  the  same  inrcrval  I  ! !" 
This  is  the  proposition,  ludicrtus  and  absurd  enou^j^h  of  itself, 
but  now  let  us  hear  Me  proo/"  or  illustration.  **Thc\,  (i.  e.  the 
"  7nan  of  talents  and  the  man  ivithoiit)  are  obliged,  let  Uo  supjose, 
*'  to  walk  fiom  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Corner. 

1.  The  Walk  of  a  Man  without   talents,    or   of   a  Dill 

Man  ! 

•'  The  DULL  MAN  goes  strait  fonvard :  he  has  so  many  fur- 
•'  longs  to  traverse.  He  observes  if  he  meets  auj/  of  his  acfj;i(ti)it' 
**  anct ;  he  emjuires  re;p  Cling  their  he.,  th  ard  their  amily. 
*•  He  'glances  perhaps  at  the  shops  as  he  pa'-se? ;  he  admires  the 
*♦  fashion  of  a  buckle,  and  the  metal  of  a  tr  a  urn.  If  he  expc- 
*'  riences  iayjlights  of  fancy  (i.  e.  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde 
**  Park  Corner)  they  are  ol  a  short  extent ;  of  the  same  nature 
•'  as  the  flight  of  a  forest  6/rt?  clipped  of  tiis  wings,  a;id  condemned 
*'  to  pass  the  rest  of  his  life  in  a  farm-yard." 


The 
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9.    Tin;    ^\'ALK    OF    A    IVIaN    OI-    TaLENTS  ! 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  the  m\n  of  talents  gives/////  scope 
*'  to  his  imagination.  He  lait;^hs  and  cries.  Unindebted  to  the 
••  sugi^esiions  of  the  surrounding  objects,  /us  whole  soul  is 
•*  employed  !" 

Wc  are  now  to  prepare /or  ihe  employment  of  the  nhole  soul  ofa. 
man  of  talents  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Paik  Corner,  and  the 
Reader  will  ob  erve  that  he  has  enough  to  do. 

*'  He  (the  man  of  ta'enti)  caters  into  nice  calculations ;    he  digests 
"  sagacious  reasonings." 

(All  this  is  done  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.) 

"  In  imagination  he  declaims  or  describes,  impressed  with  the 
*'  deepest  sympathy,  or  elevated  to  the  loftiest  rapture.  He  passes 
**  through  a  thousand  imaginary  scenes,  tries  his  courage,  tasks  his 
*'  ingenuiij/,  and  thus  becomes  gradually  pirpared  to  meet  almost 
"  any  of  the  ?nany-coloured  events  of  human  life.  He  consults  by 
**  the  aid  of  memory  the  books  he  has  read,  (N.  B.  a  man  of  talents 
"  never  reads  in  the  streets,)  and  he  projects  others  for  the/w/M/c 
'•  instruction  and  delight  of  mankind." 

(I  always  said  Mr.  G  himself /Jrq/ec^ec/  his  book  on  Justice,  and 
this  on  Education,  in  the  streets ;   Sic  tu  triviis,  indocte  solebas.) 

"  //"he  observes  the  passengers,  (the  dull  man  only  observes  his 
*'  acquaintance)  he  reads  their  countenances,  conjectures  their 
"past  history,  and  forms  a  svperf.cial  notion  of  their  wisdom 
*'  and  folly,  their  virtue  or  vice,  satisfaction  or  mi.'cry.  If 
*'  he  observes  the  scenes  that  occur,  it  is  with  the  eye  of  a 
"  connoisseur  or  an  a'^tist."  (The  dull  man  above  minds  only 
buckles  and  tea  ums.)  '*  Every  object  is  capable  of  suggesting 
*'  to  him  a  Volume  oj-  Reflections."  (Mr.  G.  must  mean  hii 
own  volume  now  before  me,  called  Refections  on  man- 
ners 
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ners,  education,  a-.d  literature.)  "  The  time  of  these  (ivo  persons 
*'  in  one  respect  reseir;bies ;  it  has  brought  thetn  both  in  Hyde  Park 
*'  Corner.     In  almost  every  other  respect  it  is  dissimilar." 

Here  is  the  denouement,  or  'Evfwa  of  Philosopher  Godwin, 
and  I  have  no  doubt,  he  thinks  it  a  discovery  in  Terra  jam 
cognita,  as  he  will  allow  the  ground  to  be  between  Temple 
Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.  1  cannot  say  the  Far.illel  is  quite 
in  the  manner  of  Plutarch ;  but  it  is  very  instrucilve.  No  man 
can  ever  be  again  at  a  loss  to  know  a  man  of  talent?,  from  a  man 
without,  in  the  streets.  I  had  often  been  puzzled,  till  I  met  with 
this  instructive  volume  of  Reflections. 

When  the  Reader  has  considered  thi?,  and  all  the  other  parts 
I  have  produced,  and  thousands  which  I  have  omitted,  he  w.il 
remember  that  Mr.  Godwim  has  set  himself  up  for  a  Legislator, 
a  Reformer,  a  Philosopher,  a  destroyer  of  ancient  prejudices,  and 
s.  builder  of  new  systems,  a  guide  through  the  darkness  of  the 
world  by  this  new  light ;  and  he  expects  the  obeisance  of 
mankind.  I  am  sure,  I  cannot  even  conceive  how  any  man  or 
woman  could  be  induced  to  worship  before  such  ax  image 
of  Democracy  and  Tyranny,  whoever  may  sound  the  cornet, 
sackbut,  or  dulcimer  at  the  dedication.  It  is  not  an  image  of 
gold  ;  it  is  an  image  of  iron  mixed  iviih  miry  clay. 

This  it  is  to  instruct  the  world,  to  reform  it,  to  make  it 
happy,  Mr.  G.  comes  in  such  a  que  tionaLle  shape,  that  1 
know  not  when  t  j  finish  my  questions.  I  might  go  on  chapter 
by  chapter  in  this  manner.  Let  any  man  1-iok  a;  his  opinions, 
and  the  nature  of  his  knowledvc  «nd  his  pretentions.  I  muse 
copy  two  third.^  (at  the  !ea  t)  if  1  wished  to  express,  and  to 
expose,  all  that  is  reprehensible  in  this  volume,  or  wicked,  or 
ridiculous,  or  tiite  beyond  belief.      I  would  ho!d  up   Mr,  G  's 
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own  jiropo.  idoiis,  in  liis  own  words,  fo  all  ))orsons  who  liavc 
unilersfandliiu^,  and  I  would  invito  tliciii  to  judge  for  tlicn)sclvc.s. 
Let  tlifia  fairly  decide  wlu'tlior  liis  inii)iety  be  not  eveti  leas  than 
liis  folly,  and  the  wealviiess  of  his  iinder.standinjf  more  visible 
than  (he  plunging  violence  of  his  e\er(ions.  Dat  opcram,  iit 
ciivi  raliuiic  insaniat. 

Mr.  (lodwin  is  at  best  but  a  mon2;rel,  or  an  exotic.  He  is 
grafted  upon  the  stock  of  Condorccl,  and  the  French  rabble 
on  French  ground;  but  he  has  not  even  (he  rachjesx  of  that 
ti-omiug  soil.  English  minds  will  not  long  bear  the  grossness  of 
such  an  imposition  ;  for  we  are  better  and  earlier  taught,  than 
lie  wishes  we  slu)u  Id  bj.  Ilcason  indeed  disclaims  Mr.  Clod  win  ;  of 
clociucnce,  and  of  good  writing,  (in  spite  of  all  his  dogmatism) 
he  knows  nothing  ;  and  of  the  Belles  Lettrcs  nearly  as  much  as 
can  l;o  attained,  or  rather  ji'ckcd  up,  in  a  modern  academy  in 
some  London  Square,    or  at  Islington. 

But  for  Mr.  Godwin  wc  are  to  lay  down  Plato  and  Xcno- 
phon :  for  him  wc  arc  to  relinquish  Aristotle  and  Tully;  to 
him  Locke  is  to  give  way,  and  the  simplicity  and  tempered 
humour  of  IMr.  Addison  is  to  be  lost  in  Mr.  Godwin's  effusions. 

Really  I  am  fatigued  with  this  man.  Nothing  but  the  impor- 
tance of  the  consequences  andeHects  of  his  wild,  weak,  wicked, 
and  absurd  noti  )ns,  (I  cannot  dii^iiify  them  with  the  name  of 
principles,  or  a^txyMra)  could  have  |)rcvailed  upon  me  to  have 
"wasted  irretrievably  so  much  of  my  (in)e  upon  them. 

Fr(^m  the  period  when  Philosopher  Hi  .me  first  garbled  his 
neglected  "  'j'reatise  on  Human  Nature,"  and  published  it  in 
the  form  of  Essays,  and  set  up  a  kind  of  slop-shop  of  morality 
in  the  suburbs  of  Atheism,  we  have  had  nothing  but  Essays  npon 
Essays,  tiU— wc  all  knoAr  the  conscq^uencc.  And  last  of  all  come* 

Fhilosopher 
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Who  gives  his  vote  ^vovti  judgment  and  from  taste -^^ 


Philosopher  Godwin,  and  sets  up  his  trumpery  shop  too  in  the 
same  quarter;  though  he  is  willing  to  wait  upon  ladies  anil 
gentlemen  at  their  own  houses,  with  his  "  Gros  paquot  dc  toile 
verte*  6;  rouge,"  upon  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  cele- 
brated Fripicr  in  Gil  Bias,  and  with  the  same  kind  of  justice. 
He  presents  you  with  his  second-hand  suits,  with  his  "  habits 
*'  de  drop  tout  tinix,''^  and  his  "  habits  de  velours  im  pel* 
^'  passes;''''  demands  his  soixante  ducats,  and  then  addresses 
you  with  the  same  cool  effrontery;  "  Fous  6tes  bicn  hcureux 
"  qu^  on  se  soit  addresse  "'A  moi,  pliitot  qu^  a  un  autre. 
*'  Graces  an  del,  j'  exerce  rondement  ma  profession:  Je  suis 

*'  LE  SEUL  FrIPIER   QUI    AIT    DE    LA   MORALE.*"       So  much  for 

Philosopher  Godwin,  or  Le  Philosophe  Fripier,  malgre 
sa  morale  I 

To  the  learned  world  in  particular  (if  they  have  ever  drudged 
through  the  works  of  Mr.  Godwin  as  I  have  done)  I  will  address 
a  few  words  from  the  second  book  of  thcPyrrhonic  Institutions 
of  Scxtus  Empiricus,  as  applicable  to  William  Godwin,  after 
all  the  observations  I  have  made  on  his  writings. 

E'|o|U£v  ^i'  y  TON  ANQPfinON  TOYTON  ^waprvai  te  affo  twh 
ttXXwv  Ziwv,  K%i  EIAIKPIXnS    NOHIAI  ovv>;crojiiE9*.+ 

(5)  Volney.— Sc€  Dial.  1.  (note  d)  of  the  P.  of  L.  for  aa 
accountof  Mr.  Voli?ey's  book,  entitled,  "Ruins,  or  Medita- 
tion on  the  Revolution  of  Empires." 

(/)  "  Mocking  the  air  with  colours  idly  spread." 

Shakspeare's  King  John. 
I  wish. 

*  Green  is  the  symbol  of  the  Irish,  and  Red  of  Freuch 
democratic  factions. 

+  Scxti  Erapyrici  Inst.  Pyrrhon.  1.  2.  c.  b, 
Pd 
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Better  -with  Warner  move  with  measur'd  haste. 


I  wish  to  refer  the  reader  to  an  excellent,  very  seasonable, 
and  important  pamphlet  callud  "  Reform,  or  Ruin,"  by  J. 
BowdltT,   Esq.  which  is  Mell  written. 

(u)  All  Doctors  (and  Bishops  too)  should  remember  it  is 
one  thing  to  preach,  and  another  to  print  and  publish  their 
sermons.  It  is  also  high  time  for  Bishop  Horslky  (qui  an 
travers  de  toute  sa  piete  ^'- n''  est  pas  Autetir  impunemcnt ;  ct  qui 
a  la  satisfaction  d*  arracher  les  Voliiptucuses  aux  plaisirs,*  et 
f/'  ajferniir  dans  Iciir  devoir  des  Epouses  ibrunlees  par  des 
amans  seducteurs;"  though  I  cannot  say,  "  qu'  on  trourc  5f^ 
homelics,  ct  ses  ouvragcs  cs^alcment  forts  et  del/cuti'^)  it  is  high 
time  I  say,  for  my  Lord  Bishop  Ilorsley  to  remember,  that  it 
■was  said  of  the  Archbishop  of  Grenada,  "  Voila  un  Sermon 
qui  sent  furieu'ement  1'  Apoplexie.+"  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Archcvcquc  dc  Grenade,  (I  beg  pardon)  BishopWoTiAcy  (for  I 
ihink^  he  never  xcill  he  an  Archbishop)  will  appoint  me  to  be 
Lis  Secretary,  or  in  the  inimitable  words  of  Le  Sage,  be 
desirous  "  avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homme  (comme  moi)  qui  ait  de 
la  literature,  et  une  bonne  main  pour  meitre  au  net  ses 
homelies.i" 

I  may  add,  that  if  I  should  take  a  walk  through  the  Bishop's 
literary  ground^,  I  fear  I  should  be  found  damage-feasant ;  and 
if  I  were  to  enter  the  premises  at  Rochester  or  Westminster,  and 
be  prosecuted  for  it,  I  should  certainly  direct  my  counsel  to 
plead  a  special  "  Nil  habuit  in  te)2ementis."  (See  Lord  Ray- 
mond's Rep.  1550.)     For  though  his  Lordship,  as  Plaintiff,  is 

but 

*  See  his  Magdalen  Homily,  and  his  speeches  in  the  H.  of  L. 
in  cases  of  Adultery. 

X  Gil  Blas;  liv.  L  ch.  15.  +  lb.  liv.  7.  eh-  4.  &c. 
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To  lend  new  pleasure  [y)  to  a  pedant's  ear. 


but  an  Assignee,  he  may  take  advantage  of  the  estoppel,  for  it 
runs  zcith  the  land.     See  Co.  Lytt.  152.  and  Salk.  276. 

Truth,  erudition,  and  ability,  always  fail  in  their  effect,  if 
their  proft-ssors  enforce  them  with  violence,  or  asperity  in  the 
manner,  or  with  imprudence  in  the  choice  of  subjects,  and  in 
the  place  of  delivering  them. 

(x)  I  allude  to  any  popular  preacher.  It  is  really  humili- 
ating and  degrading  to  the  Clergy  to  pr;^ach  probutionarif 
sermons,  on  any  vacancy  of  a  chaplainship  at  any  of  the 
charitable  foundations,  before  such  a  set  of  judges.  One  is 
for  voice  and  action,  another  for  what  he  calls  learning,  others 
for  the  tender  passions,  some  for  appeals  to  reason,  and  others 
again  love  logic  and  close  argument.  No  Divine  can  satisfy 
such  judges,  but  such  a  Doctor,  as  is  described  by  John  of 
Salisbury,  "  Doctor  sanctissimus  ille  Grcgorius,  qui  melleo 
"  prceclicafionis  imbre  totam  rigavit  ef  inebriavit  EcL-lesiamP* 
It  is  high  time  to  put  these  affairs  on  a  more  respectable 
footing  for  the  Clergy. 

I  think  indeed,  that  the  business,  elections,  kc.  belonging 
to  all  Hospitals,  and  all  public  chaiities,  should  be  tran.-actcd 
bij  a  Committee  of  the  Subscribers,  elected  annuallif.  A 
Committee  composed  of  twenty. one  persons  would  be  sufiicient, 
and  the  prcscJit  mode  of  canvassing  for  offices  might  be 
suppressed,  which  is  much  to  be  desired.  It  might  be  easily 
curried  into  effect.  The  propriety  of  such  a  measure  being 
generally  adopted  in  London,  and  near  the  metropolis,  is 
evident ;  and  1  wish  this  hint  may  be  attended  to  by  men  of 
sense  and  judgment. 

(j/)    See  a   Treatise  lately   published,    entitled   "  METPON" 

APISTON,  or  a  Neici  Pleasure,   recommended  in  a  Dissertation 

«n  Greek  and  Latin  Prosody,  (1797.)"     It  is  without  any 

D  *  2  permission, 
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Appeal  to  Bryant,  nor  liis  judgment  fear; 
Better  to  state-arithmetic  be  bred,  49® 

Tell  Jacobins  and  Tories  by  the  (j/j/)  head ; 


permission,  and  I  think  with  considerable  effrontery,  dedicated 
to  Mr.  Bryant  in  a  style  perfectly  new.  If  almost  every  page 
of  this  treatise  were  not  sillier,  wilder,  and  more  extravagant 
than  the  preceding,  I  might  ba  tcmjited  to  take  some  notice  of 
it's  multifarious  contents;  for  thoy  are  very  numerous  indeed. 
They  commence  with  the  laws  passed  in  King  Priam's  reign 
([  beg  Mr.  BryanVs  pardon)  under  his  marine  Minister, 
when  Troy  was  attacked  and  invaded  by  the  Grecians,  and 
arc  continued  down  to  the  present  French  war  and  the 
incom[)rehensible  Cavalry  Act,  under  George  the  Third  of 
Great  Britain.  As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  possible  for  this 
Author,  (1  use  his  ozcn  words  in  his  oxen  treatise)  to  *'  put  off" 
the  monkey  and  bring  out  the  /»««,"  I  shall  say  nothing  further 
of  this  farrago  of  learned  nonsense.     ( 1797.) 

(yy)  Mr  Burke  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  '^  Two  Letters 
on  the  Proposals  for  peace,"  (1796)  that  there  are  400,000 
political  citizens  in  Great  Britain,  of  whom  80,000  are  pure- 
Jacobins,  and  the  other  four-fifths  perfectly  sound,"  &c.  &c. 

Jn  this  jiarticular  instance  I  shall  only  say  of  this  great  and 
venerable  man,  what  one  of  Dante's  Commentators  says  on  a 
passage  in  the  Purgatorio  ;  "  Pcrverita,  e  un  gran  capriccio ; 
ma  in  ci6  segue  il  sua  stile.''''  Dante,  Shakspeare,  Milton, 
and  Burke,  all  abouud  in  similar  ctfpm;c2os;  but  I  will  add  Dr. 
Johnson's  admirable  words ;  "He  tliat  can  put  these  (•capriccios) 
in  balance  with  their  beauties,  must  be  considered  not  as  nice 
hut  dull,  as  less  to  be  censured  for  want  of  candour,  thaa 
pitied  for  want  of  sensibility."     Life  of  Milton. 
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Prove  that  no  dogs,  as  through  the  streets  they  range, 
Give  bone  for  bone  in  regular  (z)  exchange; 
Or  frame,  with  Marsh,  [a]  strange  theorems  to  try 
Some  manuscript's  divine  identity ; 


(z)  Here  is  another  little  caprkcio  of  a  man  of  no  commoa 
sagacit}',  the  late  Adam  Smith.  lie  says  seriously,  by  way  of 
illustratiou;  "  No  body  ever  saio  a  dog  make  a  fair  and 
*'  deliberate  exchange  of  one  bone  for  another  with  another 
"  dog.''  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol.  1.  p.  20.  Ed.  8vo. 
This  philosophy  is  nearly  of  the  same  date  as  Adam's  ancestor* 
in  Eden,  and  I  can  only  say  in  reply,  "  Who  erer  expected 
*'  to  sec  a  dog  do  so?" — We  have  all  heard  and  read  of  that 
snarling  sect  the  Cynics,  and  if  we  could  convert  dogs  into 
philosophers,  or  what  is  harder  still,  philosophical  propositions 
into  meat  and  bones.,  (which  I  fear  is  more  than  most  Scotch 
Professors  can  do)  I  should  apply  metaphorically  the  following 
lines  from  a  celebrated  Poet,  a  great  observer  of  human 
nature: 

*'  So  when  tzoo  dogs  are  fighting  +  in  the  streets, 
With  a  third  dog  one  of  the  tzco  dogs  meets  ; 
With  angry  tooth  he  bites  him  to  the  bone, 
And  this  dog  smarts  for  what  that  do^  has  done.** 


*  In  the  most  extensively  learned  book  I  ever  saw,  (for  the 
size  of  it)  and  the  best  arranged,  I  mean  the  "  Philosopliia 
Generalis&c.  per  Theophilum  Gale,"  thereis  ac/2<r/%  a  Chapter, 
*'  De  Philosopliia  Adami.'"     L.  1.  C.  1.  s.  5. '•-A  Capriccio* 

+  i.  e.  For  a  bone,  or  for  any  thing  which  is  au  object  of 
fair  imd  deliberate  exchange. 

D  d  3 
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WitliHargrave  to  the  Peers  approach  with  awe. 
And  sense  and  grammar  sink  in  Yorke  and  law  (6) ; 


(«)  A  Icarnrd  and  ingenious  Critic,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Marsh, 
(Translator  of  Michaelis's  Introduction  (o  the  New  Testament, 
to  which  he  has  added  many  valuable  notes  and  illustrations) 
published, in  the  year  1795,  "  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
on  the  subject  of  a  Greek  Manuscript  in  tho  Public  Library 
at  Cambridge,  printed  at  Leipzig,  but  sold  in  London  by  R. 
Marsh,  Fleet-street."  Mr.  Marsh's  theorem  is  so  totally  new, 
and  so  unparalleled,  that  I  shall  laugh  hereafter  at  any  man 
irho  tells  me,  that  the  chances /or  or  u gainst  any  thing  are  only 
100,000  to  1. 

"  General  Theorem^  by  which  the  identity  of  Manuscripts 
is  determined^  from  a  coincidence  in  their  Readings."  (Letters, 
p.  70.) — I  omit  it  in  this  edition  of  my  Poem,  as  the  theorem 
is  judged  to  be  too  long  and  uninteresting. 

(&)  See  lately  published,  "  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lords 
House  of  Parliament,  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,"  and  an  intro- 
ductory preface  by  F.  Hargrave,  Esq.  the  Editor.  179G.  Mr. 
Ilargrave  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  soundest 
and  most  learned  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  But  when  he  Mill 
step  out  of  his  tcoi/,  and  turn  rhetorician,  and  fancy  that  he  is 
writing  like  Cicero  de  Oratore,  there  is  some  difference 
between  the  Roman,   and  the  English  advocate. 

Mr.  Hargrave,  in  his  preface,  thus  writes  concerning  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  the  shortlived  and  lamented  Chancellor: 
*'  He  tius  a  modern  constellation  of  English  Jurisprudeneey 
whose  digressions  from  the  exuberance  of  the  best  juridical 
knowledge   were  illuminations ;  zchosc  energies  icere  oracles ; 

whose 
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Better  be  White  though  dubious  [c]  of  my  fame. 
Or  wisely  sink  my  own  in  (d)  Homer's  name ; 

■whose  constancy  of  mind  was  zcon  into  the  pinnacle  of  our 
English  forum  at  an  inauspicious  moment;  zchose  cxquisiteness 
of  sensibility y  at  almost  the  next  moment  from  the  impressions 
of  imputed  error  ^  stormed  the  fort  of  even  his  high'y -cultivated 
reaw/i^  and  so  made  elevation  and  extinction  contemporaneous; 
and  zchose  prematureness  of  fate — has  a/used  an  almost  insup- 
pliable  interstice  in  the  science  of  English  equity.**  Pref.  p. 
181.  I  really  think  Mr.  Ilargrave  has  dived  through  all  the 
celebrated  ten  fountains  of  invention,  from  which  *' * /je  has 
taken  in  water  for  a  happy  voyage  over  the  procellose  ocean 
vf  his  funeral  parentation**  of  Charles  Yorke. 

I  pretend  not  to  comprehend  this  passage  in  all  its  sublimity 
but  upon  one  principle  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  the 
grand,  though  secret,  design  of  Mr.  Hargrave  to  leave  upon 
record  to  his  brethren:  It  is  this:    "  That  a  lawyer,  who 

*'  WRITES  so  CLEARLY  AS  TO  BE  UXDEUSTOQDj  IS  AJI 
*'  AVOWED     EXEMY    TO     HIS     PROFESSION." 

(c)  See  the  learned  and  very  ingenious  (but  rather  declama- 
tory) Sermons  by  Professor  White  of  Oxford,  at  the  Bampton 
Lecture.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cases,  it  seems, 
"  Garth  did  not  write  his  ozc?i  dispensary."— I  always  thought 
the  charge  ridiculous:  yet  learned  men  would  "  write  about  it 
and  about  it."  Any  thing  will  serve  for  a  controversy. 
Enquire  of  Messrs.  Ireland,  Malone,  and  Chalmers,  at  the 
Shalcspoare  Muniiftctory  in  Norfolk-street,  in  the  Strand. 
(1797.) 

{d)  The  RcT.  Dr.  Parr  will  best  explain  this  ycrsc.  Sec 
his  sublime  Apostrophe,  "  Spirit  ef  Henry  Homer  I  &c.  &c.  &c. 
See  the  Letter  to  Dr.  Coombe,  by  an  occasional  Writer  in  the 
British  Critic. 

*  Hist,  of  Friar  Gerund,   Vol.  1.  p.  265. 

D  d  4 
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Better  to  disappoint  the  public  hope,  500 

Like  Warton  driveHng  {e]  on  the  page  of  Pope  ;  (/) 


(e)  The  Booksellers  may  say  in  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Avords: 
*'  What  fools  -were  vft  to  mingle  such  driveling  speeches 
*'  among  (Warbuhton's)  noble  thoughts!  (Sir  P.  S's 
"  Arcadia.") 

Pan  etiam  Arcadia  dicat  sc  judicc  iictura. 

The  typographical  errors  in  r^atin,  Greek,  and  English  in  thi« 
edition  are  numerous  beyond  all  belief  I  so  numerous  as  to  be 
Tcry  inconvenient  to  the  reader. 

The  reason  why  I  have,  in  the  following  passages,  examined 
the  edition  so  particularly,  is  this.  There  is  no  Author  in  our 
language,  whose  works  admit  of  such  important  illiistration, 
moral,  religious,  critical,  and  argumentative,  as  Mr.  Pope's. 
This  opportunity  has  been  now  unfortunately  lost;  audit  must 
be  scon  that  our  great  poet  has  been  disgraced,  and  a  fond 
admiring  Nation  is  left  to  lament  the  negligence,  inattention, 
and  impropriety,  (I  use  the  mildest  terms)  with  which  this 
work  has  been  performed,  except  in  the  critical  part  of  Dr. 
W's  notes,  which  I  generally  approve.  I  have  proved  this  in 
the  following  remarks;  and  I  have  given  the  most  cogent 
reasons. 

My  sole  object  is  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  which  I  will  strive 
to  support  systematically^  whoever  on  whatever  may  stand 
JN  THE  WAY.     *'  Hoc  illis  dico,   qui  mc  nou  intelligunt." 

(/)  Sec  the  new  edition  of  Pope's  VVorks  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Joseph  V/auton,  late  Head-master  of  Winchester  School. 
The  mildest  words  I  can  use  are,  "  Tantamnc  rem  tarn  negli' 
**  gcntcr?^^  1  praised  (and  liberally  enough  as  some  people 
thought)  Dr.  Joseph  Warton's  Common  Place  Book  ou  Pope 

in 
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While  o'er  the  ground,  that  Warburton  once  trod. 
The  Winton  Pedant  shakes  his  little  rod : 


in  the  First  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L.  and  I  still  think  it  very 
entertaining  and  instructive. 

But  when  a  learned  man  appears,  as  the  professed  Editor  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  the  most  interesting  Poet  of  the 
nation,  and  when  the  public  have  been  taught  to  expect  the 
Avork  as  of  great  promise,  we  require  something  more  than 
mere  copi/ing  his  ozcn  old  common  place  remarks  from  one 
book,  to  put  th.  m  in  the  form  of  notes  at  the  bottom  of  tho 
pages  of  another.  It  is  mere  book-making  beneath  the 
character  of  so  learned  a  gentleman  as  Doctor  AVarton  ;  it  is  to 
steal  from  one''s  o%cn  self.  Yet  the  town  is  patient;  *' Marcus 
dixit,  ita  est:"  but  I  will  not  say  so.  Had  this  been  done 
merely  by  the  Booksellers,  or  by  the  whole  zeorshipftd 
Company  of  Stationers,  it  would  have  remained  without  notice 
from  me.  It  would  have  been  an  edition  made  zcith  a  pair  of 
Scisaars,  nothing  more.  But  at  the  end  of  the  Advertisement 
to  this  edition  1  find  these  words :  "  For  the  rest  of  the  nofca 
(except  those  by  Mr.  Pope  and  Dr.  Warburton)  /  am  ansz^cr- 
able.     Joseph  Warton." 

When  the  illustuious  friend  of  Pope,  William  Wau- 
BunxoN,' (sublime  even  in  his  exorbitances,  and  dignified  in 
sagacity  and  erudition,)  condescended  to  become  an  Editor,  I 
should  have  preferred  reprinting  his  edition  as  it  stood.  But, 
in  some  particulars,  I  am  ijidccd  ashamed  of  the  present  edition, 
as  it  is  nozo  oflFered  to  the  public.  If  Dr.  Warton  had  neither 
time,  nor  spirits,  nor  industry,  nor  leisure,  nor  inclination, 
he  should  not  have  imdcrtaken  a  tcorlc  so  important  to  the 
world.  But  as  there  is  no  other  new  edition  to  be  had  of  an 
elegant  form,  type,  asu!  paper,  (and  this  is  very  pretty)  many 
persons  will  desire  to  have  itj  and  1  am  sure  I  Avili  not  refuse  it 
a  place  in  my  library. 
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**  His  pictur'd  person  and  his  libell'd  [g)  shape  ;** 


(^ff)  See  Dr.  VfdiiiovCs personal  notes  on  Pope  and  Warburtoii 
passim  throughout  thf  work,   splenetic  in  the  extreme. 

(g)  Poets  are  often  prophets.  Pope  litt'c  thought  that,  fifty 
years  after  his  dealh,  a  learned  Editor  Avould  revive  some 
impitlccl  trashy  (perhaps)  not  hit  orcv?,  and  actually  give  to 
the  malignant  curiosity  of  some  folks,  *''  His  libelled  person 
"  and  his  pictured  shape."  (Prol.  to  Pope's  Satires,  v.  353.) 
It  is  strange  that  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr.  Pope  should  have  the. 
same  fate.  The  figure  of  Mr.  G.  has  been  presented  to  the 
•world  and  to  posterity  by  his  friend  Lord  Sheffield  (See  Mr. 
G's  posthumous  Miscellanies,  4to  Vol.  1.^  and  Mr.  Popc*s 
contemptible  appearance  by  the  kindness  of  his  editor. 

I  have  many  and  great  objections  to  this  edition;  but  I 
shall  only  state  a  few.  An  edition  of  Pope  is  a  fair  and  a  very 
proper  subject  of  criticism.  I  think  the  title  page  contemp- 
tuous; '•'•  With  notes  and  illustrations  by  J.  Wartox,  D.  D. 
*'  and  others.'^  To  include  William  Warp.urtox,  Bishop 
of  Gloucester  and  Author  of  the  Divine  Legation,  under  the 
title  of  others,  required  an  assurance  equal  at  least  to  the 
dilettante  spirit  which  too  frcquenuy  prevails  in  Dr.  Warton's 
comments,  in  this  instance,  as  he  says  of  the  great  Samuel 
.folmson,   "  temuicntus  videtur." 

Mr.  Pope  himself  said  to  Dr.  Warburton,  ''  Xo  hand  can 
set  mij  icorks  in  so  good  a  lighfj   or  so  well  turn  their  Oest  side 

to 
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to  the  day,  an  your  oav?."  Upon  which  Dr.  Warton  remarks; 
^'  Without  incurring,  I  hope,  the  censure  of  being  a  sliort- 
sighted  and  malevolent  critic,  I  venture  to  say,  that  our 
Author's  fond  expectation  of  his  Commentator's  setting  his 
works  in  the  best  liglit,  was  extremely  ill-founded."*  I 
believe  Mr.  Pope  will  be  found  the  best  judge  of  his  own 
interest.     Dr.  Warton  may  remember  these  lines; 

'^  Critics  I  saw  that  other  names  deface, 
And  fix  their  own,  with  labour,  in  their  place; 
Their  own,  like  others,  soon  their  place  resign'd, 
Or  disappear'' d,  and  ceft  the  first  behind. " 

Such  was  the  inscription  in  a  Temple,  from  which  it  will  be 
dilFicult  to  erase  the  name  of  William  Warburton,  and  substiluta 
the  name  of  Joseph  Warton.  I  have  no  personal  partiality  for 
Warburton;  he  was  long  before  my  time;  nor  have  I  the 
honour  (such  I  should  indeed  esteem  it)  of  an  acquaintance 
with  Bishop  Hurd,  his  venerable  friend  and  compeer.  But  I 
was  born  to  admire  erudition  and  genius,  and  to  vindicate  them 
when  they  are  insulted. 

Dr.  Warton's  life  of  Pope  is  not  well  written  as  to  the  matter, 
or  the  manner  of  it.  The  style  is  defective  and  often  vulgar: 
I  shall  instance  a  passage  or  two.  The  perpetual  vulgarism  of 
the  term  "  our  author." — "  Dennis  pursued  om/' author  in  bitter 
*'  invectives,  against  every  work  he  «r«J/<(7//y  published."  p.  18. 
"  After  arriving  at  eminence  by  »o  many  capital  compositions, 
*^  our  author,"  &c.  &c.  p.  24.  "  Which,  as  an  uncommon 
*'  curiosity,  one  would  have  been  glad  to  have  beheld.^^  p.  11. 
**  Dr.  Warburton's  defence  of  the  Essay  on  Man  ultimately 

*  Pope.  Warton's  Edit.  vol.  9  p.  377. 


408 
Then  give  to  Perry  {h)  what  I  owe  the  world  ; 


*'  got  him  a  xzife  and  a  bishopric."  p.  45.  *'  Into  M'hat  a  mass 
*'  has  he  raised  and  expanded  so  slight  a  hint!"  p.  21.  Dr.  W. 
is  fund  of  "  delicious  linch',  and  delicious  passages,"  d:c.  I  can- 
not specify  more  of  thcin  in  this  note. 

He  commends  Voltaire  too  often,  and  too  much.  He  is  also 
perpetually  praising  the  (icrnian  Professor  Heyne,  who  has 
grossly  insulted  our  English  Universities  and  public  schools  in 
his  writings.  Yet  tee,  good  easy  men,  have  republished  his 
Virgil,  and  all  his  ponderous  dissertations.  Professor  Heync 
was  originally  a  mechanic ;  he  was  not  born  with  taste,  and 
he  never  acquired  elegance.  His  learning  is  without  discern- 
menl ;  for  more  embodied  dulnoss,  or  a  lieavicr  mass  of  matter 
than  his  Virgil  I  never  saw.  The  shrine  of  the  Poet  is  indeed 
loaded  with  offerings,  but  it  is  illuminated  with  rays  froiA 
Gottingen. 

It  was  very  bold  and  very  indecent  in  the  "Reverend  Dr. 
Wartou,  to  publish  Pope's  Imitation  of  the  Second  Satire  of 
the  first  Book  of  Horace.  Pope  never*  printed  it  in  his  works 
Iiiinself;  Dr.  Warbiir<on  refused  to  admit  it;  r»o  common 
edition  whafsocver  of  Pope  has  adraittid  it;  and  it  is  printed 
only  in  a  vulgar  appendix  in  two  volumes.  But  if  Mr.  Pope  had 
actually  described  every  nj'mph  in  the  seraglio  of  "  the  pious 
"  Necdham,"   must  the  Reverend  Dr.  Warton  publish  such  a 

poem 

*  Dr.  W.  indeed  says,  vol.  1.  Life  p.  oQ.  *'  Pope  suffered 
**  iiis  friend  Dodslcy  to  print  it  as  his  writing  in  one  edition 
"  12mo."  I  never  saw  it,  but  I  can  believe  the  Doctor. 
Pope  was  undoubtedly  ashamed  of  it. 
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poem,  merely  because  Mr.  Pope  had  written  it?— This  sixth 
Tolume  of  Dr.  Wartou's  edition  should  be  reprinted;  and  this 
scandalous  poem,  and  some  other  parts  of  it,  omitted. 

AVith  the    Commentators   *  on  Shakspearc,   Pope,   &;c.   of 
modern  days,   there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  invocaiion  to  Inlcr- 
missa  Venus  ;  for  \ac  Goddess  has  actually  deserted  her  beloved 
Cyprus,   In  hos  tota  mens.     (See  Horace  for  the  rest.) 
"  Te,  Venus  Regiiia,  p/'o  vocantum 
**  Thure  Wartoni  et  Stepham  decoras 
*'  Transfer  in  aides. 

I  have  indeed  no  doubt  the  poem  is  by  Pope;  and  as  to 
mere  point  in  the  imitation,  it  may  be  one  of  the  best.  But 
what  then?  Mr.  Pope's  -works  are  distinguished  for  peculiar 
correctness  in  taste  and  morals;  and  are  intended  for  the  most 
general,  and  the  most  unqualiiied  perusal.  D.  W,  might  as 
M'ell  have  printed  Mr.  E's  Geranium  in  his  comments,  or  any 
other  light  and  vigorous  sally  of  a  vcrj/  young  man,  forgiven, 
as  such,  and  forgotten,  as  the  following  lines,  if  the  reader  will 
believe  they  are  printed  in  Poie's  Woiiks. 

*'  Or  when  a  tight  neat  girl  will  serve  the  turn, 
*'  In  errant  pride  continue  *  *  *  ! 
*'  I'm  a  plain  man,  whose  maxim  is  profest, 
<'  The  thing  at  hand  is  of  all  things  the  best.»' 

Vol.  6.  p.  51.  — sec  also  p.  49.  worse  s;ill. 

I,  thoi:gh  an  anonymous  layman,  refuse  to  print  the  passage 
in  full  which  the  Reverend  Doctor  Warton  has  printed  and 
sanctioned  zcifh  his  name  as  Editor  of  Pope's  Works,     "  Nobis 

non 

*  See  The  p.  of  L.  Dial.  K 
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non  licet  esse  iam  dfscrfis',  qui  musas  colimus  severlorcs."  If 
Mr.  Pope  had  oftcMi  written  flius,  liis  works  must  have  been 
consigned  to  the  library  of  a  brothel.  This  edition  of  Pope's 
M'orks  Avill  be  sent  into  every  part  of  the  civilized  world;  and 
can  it  be  said,  that  I  speak  without  reason?  Surely  I  am  not 
pleading  for  public  decency  in  vain. 

The  Doctor  at  least  should  have  dedicated  this  sixth  rolume 
to  the  Ladies  — of  the  Commons.  To  what  other  ladies  could 
he  present  this  volume  ?  Yet  so  it  is  :  "  Doctors  rush  in,  where 
laymen  fear  to  tread."  But  because  Pope  called  this,  "  Sober 
advice  from  Horace,"  the  Doctor  thought  there  could  be  no 
harm  in  it.  Dr,  W.  observes,  that  "  the  first  step  in  the 
*'  literary  as  well  as  in  the  political  world  is  of  the  utmost 
"  consequence."*  I  would  rensiud  the  Doctor  of  the  Ictit 
step  iu  bolh  these  worlds,  which  he  seems  to  have  forgotten. 

I  think  the  political  principles  in  the  notes  are  frequently- 
false,  and  in  many  instances  dangerous.  I  cannot  copy  whole 
notes;  but  I  wish  any  sensible  man  would  refer  to  the  passages 
and  examine  them-  If  they  arc  right,  in  such  a  world  as  this, 
and  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  the  present,  I  M'ill  give  up 
the  whole  of  my  objections.  Dr.  W.  tells  us  from  Sir  Thomas 
Browne,  "  That  there  is  a  certain  list  of  vices  committed  in 
all  ages,  and  declaimed  againat  by  all  authors,  which  will  last 
as  long  as  human  nature,  or  digested  into  common  places,  may 
serve  for  any  theme,  and  never  be  out  of  date  (ill  doomsday.'* 
(Vol.  4.  p.  318.)  Instead  of  a  spirited  vindication  of  moral 
satire.  Dr.  W.  laughs  at  thecftects  of  it,  and  very  unadvisedly 
seems  to  discourage  even  the  endeavours  after  a  reformation  of 
mauucrs.     If  I  am  asked  how  ?  I  answer  thus. 

Dr. 
*  Pope's  LifC;  p.  14. 
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Dr.  Warton  tells  us,  from  a  certain  JVif,  "  Mount  irt  the- 
pulpit  with  Bourdaloue,  or  take  the  pen  with  La  Bruyere,  it 
is  only  so  much  time  lost;  thj  world  will  go  on  as  before." 
The  morality  of  Voltaire  cannot  surely  "be  the  morality  of  Dr. 
Warton.  lie  lastly  informs  us,  that  Pope,  in  the  Two  Dialogues, 
intiilcd  "  The  Epilogue  to  the  Satires,"  "  exlubifs  many  arid 
strong  marks  of  petulance,  jiarty  spirit,  and  self-importance, 
and  of  assuming  to  himself  the  characfer  of  Ccnsor.general." 
(vol.  4.  p.  345.)  As  if  in  answer  to  this  unjust  and  outrageous 
character,  with  a  singular  anticipating  sagacity,  Pope  seems 
himself  to  have  replied  to  the  Doctor,  in  his  oun  concluding 
note  to  these  Dialogues,  in  language,  sendmeut,  and  dignity, 
beyond  all  praise. 

I  may  add,  that  if  this  mode  of  arguing  against  everr 
endeavour  to  reform  the  manners  of  mankind,  and  to  recall 
them  to  virtue  and  wisdom,  is  to  be  adopted,  we  are  indeed  in 
the  high  road  to  ruin  and  revolution.  Fortunately  there  is  as 
much  sense  as  there  is  policy  and  truth,  in  this  indiscreet  and 
dangerous  doctrine.  I  might  as  well  say;  "  There  is  always 
a  certain  list  or  catalogue  of  diseases,  infirmitioi,  and  miseries 
attendant  upon  every  human  being  in  every  stage  of  his 
earthly  existence,  and  which  will  appear,  disquiet,  and  lay- 
waste  the  species  in  all  ages.  The  art  of  medicine  never  can 
wholly  remove  them,  and  they  will  never  be  out  of  date  till 
doomsday.  "What  is  the  use  of  the  physician  «nd  his  skill? 
We  should  never  apply  to  him,  but  siifl'tr  silently,  till  our 
dissolution  takes  place,  without  any  atten)pt  to  remove  the 
pain  or  misery  which  flesh  is  heir  to,  even  when  it  is  iu  our 
powcrto  mitigate,  or  perhaps  to  cure  them." 

I  really  cannot  pass  doctrines  like  these  without  animadver- 
sion, especially  when  they  are  eitlier  recommended,  or  approved. 
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iy  a  Doctor  of  the  Church  Avhosc  office  It  is  to  declare, 
to  pronounce,  and  to  enforce  the  doctrine  of  moral  reformation, 
lie  should  not  forget  the  constitution  of  the  natural  and  moral 
world.  "  Good  is  set  apfainst  evil,  and  life  ajjainst  death. 
So  look  upon  the  works  of  the  Most  Ifii^h ;  there  are  tz:o  and 
iico,  one  againsi  another.''^  I  foci  I  am  right  in  submitting 
such  remarks  as  these  to  the  public. 

As  to  political  scn(imen(s,  I  own  I  was  surprised  to  read 
many  notes,  but  particularly  these  words  in  vol.  4.  p.  333, 
on  the  compliment  Virgil  paid  to  Cato.  "  A  much  honester 
*^  passage  (says  Dr.  Warton)  is  that  in  which  Virgil  had  the 
*'  courage  to  reprcseut  his  hero  assisting  the  Etruscans  inpun- 
<*  nish/'ng*  their  tyrannical  king,  in  the  8th  book  of  thcul£ncid. 
«  V.  494." 

'*  Ergo  omuls  furiis  surrexit  Etrvri A  Jusfa, 
Regem  ad  surPLiciuji  praisenti  marte  ueposcunt." 

Dr.  W.  knows  that  Julius  Cieear  was  not  IMezentius;  and  I  am 
sure  he  cannot  approve  and  recommend  this  passage,  Avhich  has 
been  in  the  mouth  of  every  modern  Ucgicido  from  the  murderers 
of  Charles  I.  to  the  murderers  of  Louis  XVI.  But  why 
perpetually  call  out  these  passages  to  public  notice  ?  Why 
dwell  upon  the"  morgue  et  grandeur  dcs  Souverains,"  *'  the 
authorised  type  of  a  Lion,  &c.  »&c."  (vol.  4.  p.  330.)  in 
times  like  these?  We  all  love  ILbiiriy  as  well  as;  Dr.  W.  but  a 
wise  and  good  man  discerns  the  signs  of  the  Times.  These  are  the 
under-mnrmurings  of  a  spurious,  bastard,  half-republicanism: 
I  like  them  not. 

I  write 

*  Puniihing  is  the  modern  dcmocratical  word  for  murdering. 
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r  write  •with  Indignation  against  suck  an  edition  of  such  a 
poet.  Does  any  Husband,  or  Father,  think  of  cautioning  his 
wife,  his  daughter,  or  his  son,  against  avif  part  whatsoever 
of  Pope's  works?  If  this  edition -becomes  general,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  do  so.  I  have  no  personal  di-likc  to  Dr.  Warton: 
my  business  with  him  is  solely,  as  the  Editor  of  Pope;  and  in  that 
character  nothing  can  justify  him.  Ami  to  spare  public  criticism 
on  an  edition  of  Pope's  works,  because  of  Dr.  AVarton's  age, 
(is  it  in  the  title  page?)  or  for  the  variety  and  extent  of  his 
learning?  Surely  not.  They  are  both  strong  against  the  deed; 
and  Dr.  Warton's  own  words  of  himself  are,  *'  lam  anszcerablc.^* 

Pope  was  in  his  hands  in  double  trust:  First,  as  he  is  the 
most  moral  and  correct  poet  of  the  nation,  the  consistence  of 
his  fame  and  character  should  have  been  preserved,  even  by  the 
partiality  of  an  editor.  Secondly,  Dr.  Warton  stood  bound  to 
his  country,  frdm  his  sacred  profession,  not  to  contaminate  the 
rising  youth  of  either  sex  by  such  filthiness  and  rank  obscenity 
as  would  disgrace  the  vilest  magazine.  By  this  he  has  com- 
mitted a  great  offence  against  the  public,  which  he  cannot 
repair.  I  am  sure  I  have  spoken  nothing  of  Dr.  Warton's 
private  character;  but  his  edition  is  open  to  me,  and  to  the 
whole  world.  It  challenges  my  notice;  and  executed  as 
it  is,  it  demands  the  very  spirit  of  Satire.  Ense  velut  stricto 
Lucilius  ardens  infremuit. 

The  very  indecent  chapter  of  "  The  Double  Mistress,"  ia 
the  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus,  \in  the  scandalous  Sixth  Volume 
of  f/z/s  edition,  should  have  been  omitted.  (Vol.  6.  p.  150.)  In 
the  Second  Volume  there  are  a  few  trumpery,  vulgar,  copies  of 
verses  which  disgrace  the  pages.  I  am  ashamed  of  the  low  taste 
which  could  suflVr  them  to  appear  before  the  public.  I  again  and 

E  e  again 
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again  disclaim  any  personal  liarslmoss  or  sc\cri(y  on  the 
oliarader  of  Dr.  Wartou,  witli  Mhom  I  am  not  even  acquainted. 
All  I  tall  for  loudly  is,  that  this  sixth  vohime  should  suffer 
Tvhat  every  catalogue  yearly  informs  me,  poor  IIoUingshcaA 
once  suflcicd.  I  never  before  heard  that  tcndcrnas  was  due 
to  an  edition  of  any  work ;  but  in  these  days,  if  an  idea  or 
opinion  is  but  absurd,  it  will  be  considered  as  deep  and  sagacious. 

I  shall  not  make  any  further  remarks  on  Dr.  W.'s  rrificisms 
oh  Pope  at  present,  they  arc  often  very  just,  curious  and  grati- 
fying, but  chiefly  taken  from  liis  old  Kssay.  I  cannot  now 
proceed.  Nos  genera  degustamus,  non  bibliothccas  discutimus.* 

If  I  ha\o  written  at  large  on  this  subject,  it  is  because  I 
thought  it  important.  iVothing  is  \nitn(!n:(\  personally  to  Dr. 
Joseph  Warton  in  this  note;  but  whoever,  with  the  character 
of  a  scholar,  had  published  Pope's  Works  ?n  this  manner^ 
would  have  received  the  same  strong  reprobation  from  me. 

This  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  designed  to  repre. 
scut  and  hold  forth  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  whatever 
directly  or  indirectly  strikes  at,  ot  aficcts,  the  existence  oT 
the  public  morality,  or  of  the  principles  by  which  the  consti- 
tution of  England,  or  of  society  itself  in  a  polished  and  wcll- 
guartlod  state,  i-  maintained  in  vigour  and  in  sound  health. 
Dr.  Warton  may  be,  and  I  doubt  not  he  is,  a  sensFble,  well- 
informed,  agrerable,  and  very  ingenious  man,  and  of  amiable 
inanucTs  itl  private  life.  Of  these  I  have  said  nothing;  I  am 
%lire  I  urn  not  disposed  to  coiitnidict  nor  to  question  them.  But, 
in  his  oflice  and  character  of  Editor  of  Pope's  works,  I 
<^olcmnly  inipea:ch  him  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  before 

his 

*  Qi'iut.  lib.  10.  c.  1. 
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his  country,  as  I  have  prored  at  large.  It  is  a  material  part  of 
my  ■work,  to  mark  the  offences,  errors^  or  aberrations  of  men 
of  eminence  in  literature.  If  I  shrink  from  this  duty  on  any 
consideration  whatsoever,  I  hope  I  shall  be  despised  and 
neglected.     Non  me  Phccbi  cordriafcfcllet. 

We  should  naturally  look  to  so  learned  and  ingenious  a  man 
as  Dr.  Warton  (I  always  esteemed  him  as  such^  for  instruction 
aud  improvement  in  classical  taste,  and  moral  sentiment.  But 
when  a  Pilot  of  long  experience  not  only  neglects  the  care  of  the 
vessel  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  fidelity,  but  almost  Tohmtarily 
directs  it  into  the  port  of  an  enemy,  or  by  extreme  rvegligencc 
and  inattention  exposes  it  to  the  danger  of  a  shipwreck,  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  he  meets  the  fate  of  Palinurus. 
(1797.) 

(h)  Pcrry^  put  synonimously  for  the  printer  of  any  factious 

newspaper. 

(0  See  Mr.  Professor  Porson's  Letter  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
of  which  the  world  has  now  heard  quite  enough.  I  hope  this  very 
learned  and  gifted  man  will  now  begin  some  work  of  importance  ; 
but  it  is,  and  ever  was,  beneath  his  great  abilities  to  wrife  ia 
the  little  democratic,  closet  fitted  up  for  the  wits  at  the  Morning 
Chronicle  office.  It  may  do  well  enough  for  some  other 
ingoiious  men,  if  a  certain  political  Dramatist's  compotations 
Avill  leave  them  anij  abiliiies  at  all,  which  I  begin  to  doub^. 
(1797.) 

What  is  mere  genius,  without  a  regulated  \i(c\  Young  mPa 
about  ioicn  (to  use  that  detestable  phrascj)  will  at  last  allow  if, 

E  e  2  jij: 
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OCTAVIUS. 


You  may  spare  your  pains. 
He  gives  no  ear  to  any  modern  strains, 


if  they  look  at  all   the  tattered,  sin-worn  fragments  of  their 
Species,  whom  they  meet  in  their  walks. 

To  shew  the  deformity  of  rice  to  the  rising  hope  of  their 
Country,  the  policy  of  ancient  Sparta  exhibited  an  inebriated 
Slave.  As  to  the  pursuits  of  heedless  plc'asurcin  excess,  it  has 
been  wisely  observed,  that  "  The  Constitution  of  nature  marks 
out  the  course  we  should  follow,  and  the  end  wc  should  aim 
at.  To  make  pleasure,  and  mirth,  and  jollity,  our  business^ 
and  to  be  constantly  hurrying  about  after  some  gay  amusement, 
some  new  gratification  of  sense,  or  appetite,  to  those  who  will 
consider  the  nature  of  man,  and  our  condition  in  the  world, 
will  appear  the  most  romantic  scheme  of  life  which  ever  entered 
into  thought.  Yet  many  go  on  in  this  course,  without  learning 
better  from  the  daily,  the  hourly  disappointments,  listlcssness, 
and  satiety,  which  accompany  this  fashionable  method  of 
wasting  away  their  days." 

I  think  indeed  that  (he  words  of  Juntas  are  as  true  in  a 
moral  and  religious  sense,  as  they  are  in  their  political  and 
original  application.  "  Jf  life  be  the  bounty  of  heaven,  we 
scornfully  reject  the  noblest  part  of  the  gift,  if  we  consent  to 
surrender  that  ckrtai.v  hule  of  living,  withont  which 
the  condition  of  human  nature  is  not  only  miserable,  but 
contemptible.'''* 

A8 

*  JuniuS;  Letter  20. 
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Save  those,  by  Oberea  (A)  fondly  simg. 
What  time  Opano  {I)  trembled  on  her  tongue. 

AUTHOR. 

Censure  or  praise  let  others  seek  or  fear :  520 

Look  at  7nTj  verse,  the  superscription  there. 
The  cause  that  I  defend:    'tis  yours,  'tis  mine. 
The  statesman's,  and  the  peasant's.     In  my  line. 


As  the  descent  to  a  life  merely  sensual  is  accelerated  In  a  pro- 
portion which  is  always  increasing,  I  wish  most  affectionately, 
that  if  any  ingenuous  and  sensible,  though  perhaps  thoughtless, 
young  man  of  fashion,  fortune,  and  talents,  should  happen 
to  read  this  note,  he  may  above  all  things  remember  this  great 
sentence  from  Junius,  and  write  it  upon  the  tablet  of  his  heart. 

(/c)  See  "  An  Epistle  from  Oberea,  Queen  of  Otaheitc,  to 
<'  Joseph  Banks,  Esq."  (now  Sir  Joseph  Banks),  Mr.  Porson's 
favourite  modern  poem,  which  he  can  say,  or  rather  sing  to  his 
friends,  as  I  am  told.  It  is  very  ingenious,  but  rather  too 
free;  and  the  versification  is  exquisite. 

(/)  Opano  or  Tabano  was  the  manner  in  which  the  name  of 
Banks  was  pronounced  at  Otaheite.  But  in  this  learned  lan- 
guage, as  Mr.  Zachary  Fungus  says  to  hii  brother  Isaac  in  the 
Commissary,  "  Pshaw  !  you  blockhead;,  I  tell  you  the  namb 
does  not  signify  nothing.^* 

E  e  3 
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All  find  in  me  a  patron  and  a  friend. 

Unseen,  unknown,  unshaken  to  the  end. 

Yes,  from  the  depths  of  Pindus  shall  my  rhymes. 

Through  this  mis-order'd  world,  these  lawless  times. 

Be  heard  in  Albion  and  her  inmost  state: 

AH  that  the  good  revere,  and  bad  men  hate. 

In  spirit  and  in  substance,  as  of  okl,  530 

The  Muse  in  her  Asbestos  (???)  shall  enfold. 


This  is  my  Jl/e///of/.«— Though  I  sometimes  stray 
From  Euclid's  rigid  rules  to  Fancy's  way; 
Yet  have  I  mus'd  on  Granta's  willowy  strand. 
The  sage  of  Alexandria  in  my  hand. 
And  mark'd  his  symbols  deep ;  while  o'er  my  ear 
Truth  pour'4  her  strain  in  harmony  severe. 


(7?0  I  know  not  -whctlicr  I  need  mention  it,  Ijjit  it  was  an 
ancient  Roman  custom  to  wrap  dead  bodies,  before  they  were 
placed  on  the  funeral  pile,  in  a  clotb  made  from  a  stone  called 
Amtatifus  or  Linum  vivum^  by  some  called  the  Asbestos,  Q» 
which  fire  had  uo  power.  (See  D'Anbenton,  Tableau  Metha- 
"ai(iue  des  Mirierauxj  p.  10.  Edit.  Pw.  Svp.  1784.) 
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I  sought  the  Stagirite;  and  could  divide 
(No  Scotsman  near,  no  GiUics  {)in)  by  my  side) 
His  sober  sense  from  pride  of  intellect,  540 

What  Locke  confirm'd,  or  warn'd  me  to  reject. 

Thence  soaring  on  thebalanc'd  wings  of  thought, 
(As  Kepler  hinted,  but  as  Newton  taught,) 
My  mind  in  calm  ascension  to  the  height 
Of  the  world's  temple,  through  the  abyss  of  light,. 
Mid  wand'ring  fires  and  every  starr'd  abode, 
Explor'd  the  works  and  wonders  of  the  God, 
Who  fix'd  the  laws  of  order,  time,  and  place. 
In  his  own  great  sensorium,  [o]  boundless  space. 


(jm)  Since  writing  this  verse,  I  am  Lappy  to  say,  that  I 
think  we  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Gillies  for  offering  io  the 
Public,  at  this  period,  an  English  translation*  of  the  two 
most  important  treatises  on  morality  and  politics,  which 
antiquity  can  boast.  No  man  can  read  these  v?orks  without 
being  wiser  and  better,  particulaily  the  Poliiicians  of  the  day. 
(March  179S.) 

(o)  "  Deus,  in  spafio  hifimio^  tauquam  in  scmorio  sua, 
res  intime  cernit,  &c.  &c."  Newton  Princip.  Schol.  General. 
isab  fin. 

*  Aristotle's  Ethics  and  Politics,  2  vol.  4to.  1798. 
E  04 
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The  Chemist's  magic  flame,  the  curious  sport  550 
Amber  first  gave,  would  oft  my  fancy  court ; 
Led  through  creation's  consecrated  range, 
Each  flower,  and  plant,  and  stem,  with  every  change 
Of  vegetative  life,  zVz  orfi?^r  brought, 
I  magnified  Linnaeus,  {p)  as  I  thought; 
But  spurn'd  unfeeling  science,  cruel  tales 
Of  Virgin  (</)  rabbets,  and  of  headless  (?')  snails, 

(p)  But  not  in  the  spirit  of  that  silly  man,  who  inscribed 
these  words  under  the  print  of  Linnaeus:  ''  Deus  crcarit, 
*'  LinncBus  disposuit."— There  is  more  folly  in  the  inscription, 
than  any  intcnliou  of  impiety;  it  is  the  mere  rage  of  antithesis 
without  reflection.  Uut  in  this  botanizing  age,  it  should  not 
pass  without  observation  to  all  naturalists.  There  is  a  sublime 
picture  of  a  hiathcn  Poet,  which  is  not  unworthy  of  any  man 
who  acknowledges  "  The  Worker  distinct  from  the  work  :" 

Stabat  anhela  mctu,  solum  Natiira  ToNANTtM 
Respiciciis !  * 

(g)  Virgin  Rabbels. — I  allude  in  general  to  all  needless,  and 
cruel  CApcrimenls  upon  animals.  All  that  breathe,  and  feel, 
and  enjoy  the  gift  of  life  from  their  Creator  are  entitled  to 
protection  from  man,  undar  those  limits  and  degrees  which  an 
houcst  and  upright  mind  knows  without  being  told.  But  in 
this  place  I  particularly  allude  to  an  anecdote  related  to  mc  btf 
a  friend^  of  a  Paper  read  at  the  Royp-l  Society  in  the  course  of 
the  last  wiuttTj  (1797,)  on  the  subject  of  generation. 

The 
*  Stat.  Achil.  I.  1.  488. 


421 

And  through  the  realms  of  Nature  as  I  trofi. 


The  animal  chosen  for  these  savage  experiments  by  the 
merciless  Doctor,  was  the  Rabbet.  Decency  and  humanity 
alike  forbid  the  exposure  of  the  process,  and  the  mutilation  of 
the  parts  of  generation,  before  and  after  the  animal  was 
impregnated,  and  I  think,  in  one  or  two  of  them,  before  the 
coitus.  Surely  to  sit  calmly  and  to  watch  with  an  impure, 
inhuman,  and  unhallowed  curiosity  the  progress  of  the  desires, 
and  the  extinction  of  the  natural  passions  in  devoted  aninials, 
after  such  mutilations  and  experiments,  is  a  practice  useless, 
wicked,  foolish,  degrading,  and  barbarous.  There  is  no 
justification  of  such  a  practice  to  be  offered.  The  mystery 
itself  is  not  to  be  disclosed  to  man;  but  it  seems  we  will  know 
every  tiling :  yet  I  wish  we  would  also  recollect  that  we  must 
account  for  our  knowledge. 

When  an  experiment,  for  any  purpose  useful  to  millions  of 
our  feliow-creatures,  has  been  once  made  upon  an  animal,  it 
should  he  Jinully  recorded  by  men  of  science  and  veracity,  as 
authentic  and  satisfactory,  not  to  be  repeated.  Sometimes,  as 
I  was  told,  the  idea  of  cruelty  exercised  upon  these  animals  was 
for  a  moment  lost  in  the  ridiculous  terms,  which  were  perpetually 
repeated  in  these  papers,  which  occupied  three  or  four  sittings 
of  the  Royal  Society.  My  friend  told  me,  that  he  actually 
thought  that  Sir  C!harles  Blacdex,  Knigkt,  axd  then 
Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  had  been  provided  with  specimens,  and 
that  he  expected  to  see  Virgin  Rabbets,  marj'ied  R,abbcts,  and 
matron  Rabbets  produced  from  a  basket  on  the  table  to  lick, 
as  in  scorn  and  contempt,  %\xq  very  mace  of  a  society,  which 
night  after  night  could  sit  and  hear  such  a  cruel  farrago  without 
indignation,  but  with  half-sroiles  and  simpers  at  the  virginity 
of  these  unprotected,  devoted,  miserable  animals. 

Whca 


BowM  at  tlic  tliroiie,  and  saw  (t)  the  powV,  of  God. 
In  morals,  in  religion,  in  the  state,  560 

In  science,  ivithout  order ^  all  I  hate. 


TVhcn  Papers  arc  thus  publicly  offensive,  they  should  be 
publicly  reprobated,  and  nut  sitjfercd  to  be  produced  before 
the  Royal  Society,  upon  a  jjretenco  of  promoting  natural 
knowledge.  Why  has  the  Socir/rv  A  Council?  The 
Council  should  be  a  literary  and  philosophical  Grand  Jury. 
If  it  is  not  so,  it  is  of  no  use  whatsoeverj  but  to  gratify  the 
silly  vanity  of  dilettanti  tioblemcn  and  bus^y  Romish  Baronets, 
I  should  think  IMr.  Planta,  tiie  very  learned,  judicious, 
.accurate,  and  well-infornud  Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  would  be 
of  my  opinion.  To  make  such  cxpcrinients  as  these,  is  to 
offer  an  insult  to  the  Sacrarium  of  the  INIost  High.  For  my 
own  part,  I  would  extend  the  famous  speech  of  the  Barons  in 
the  age  of  Henry  the  Third :  I  would  thunder  in  the  cars  of 
the  President  and  of  the  whole  Royal  Society,  as  a  body, 
<'  Nolumus  Leges  Natuu.e  nuitari!"     (1797.) 

(/•)  Here  is  another  savage  instance  to  no  rnd  or  purpose 
■whatsoever,  but  the  mere  cruel  sport  of  curiosity.  The  Abbe 
Spalanzaui  asserts  that  snails  r^.produce  their  heads,,  after  the 
amputation  of  the  original  capita ;  and  he  actually  made 
experiments  numerous  beyond  belief.  But  in  the  Academic 
ties  Sciences  1778,  the  reader  will  find  Mr.  Cotte  differs  frona 
the  humane  Abbe,  and  says,  "  thatoM^  of  thousands  of  snails 
who  have  suffered  the  operation,  there  have  not  been  above 
Jive  or  six  of  them  wluch  have,  43  it  is  pretended,  reproduced 
their  heads/* 

StPW, 
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OCTAMUS. 

Speak  then,  tlie  hour  demands ;  Is  Learning  (led  ? 
Spent  all  her  vigour,  all  her  spirit  dead? 
Have  Gallic  arms  and  unrelenting  war 
Borne  all  her  trophies  from  Britannia  far? 
-Shall  nought  but  ghosts  and  trinkets  be  displayed. 
Since  Walpole  [t)  ply'd  the  virtuoso's  trade. 
Bade  sober  truth  rcvers'd  for  fiction  pass. 
And  mus'd  o'er  Gothic  toys  through  Gothic  glass  ? 
Since  states,  and  words,  and  volumes,  all  are  new; 
Armies  have  skeletonSy  (r)  and  sermons  [zo)  too ;  571 


(t)  The  late  ingenious  Earl  of  Orford,  IJaracc  Walpole. 
The  spirit  of  enquiry  which  he  introduced  was  rather  frivo- 
lous, though  pleasing,  and  his  Otranto  Ghosts  have  propagated 
their  spjcies  with  unt'f^ualled  fecundity.  The  spawn  is  in 
every  njvcl  shop. 

(v)  The  language  of  the  House  of  Conjroons.  It  should 
Lave  been  in  other  terms:  sunt  lacrymae  rerum,  ct  mentem 
mortalia  tangunt.  Sorrow,  is  sacred,  and  should  have  tiic 
language  of  consolation  even -from  the  lips  of  a  Statesman. 
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So  teach  our  Doctors  warlike  or  divine, 
Simeon  by  Cain,  or  ^Vindham  on  the  Rhine. 
Where  is  Invention  ?  is  the  modern  store. 
The  same  that  old  Chalda^a  knew  before; 
All  that  the  Gallic  sage,  with  ill-starr'd  wit. 
Kens  from  his  ancient  (r)  telescopic  pit? 

AUTHOR. 

All  is  not  lost :  ( ?/)  the  spirit  sliall  revive : 
Lowth  yet  instructs,  and  Blayney's  [z]  labours  live  j 


(zo)  See  Claude's  Essay  on  a  Sermon,  with  an  Appendix, 
containing  one  hundred  Skeletons  of  Sermons,  &c.  By  Charles 
Simeon,  M.  A.  Fellovr  of  King's  College  Cambridge.  1796. 
This  is  as  ludicrous  and  absurd  in  a  Divine,  as  the  term  is 
offensive  and  unfeeling  in  Parliament  during  the  miseries  of 
war. 

(x)  See  the  '*  Origine  des  Docouvcrtos  attribuoes  aux 
*'  Modernes,"  4to.  par  Monsieur  Dutens.  1797.  The  work  is 
rather  entertaining,  but  by  no  means  encouraging,  if  the  very 
learned  and  ingenious  Author  did  not  generally  substitute  conjec- 
ture for  proof.  He  observes,  page  130,  in  his  tenth  chapter, 
*•'  that  the'  bottom  ofapit,  from  whence  ue  may  see  the  stars  at 
<'  noon-day,  may  be  imagined  to  be  the  primitive  telescope.^* 
Mr.  Dutens  may  sit  in  calm  contemplation  at  the  bottom  of  his 
ancient  pit,    and   from   that   natural  primitive   telescope  see 

whatever 
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"With  all  who  wander  by  the  sacred  fount,      580 
(A  chosen  band!)  encircling  Sion's mount. 
Fast  by  the  fanes  and  oracles  of  God, 
And  mark,  with  King  {a),  where  waves  his  awful  rod. 

"wliatever  best  pleases  his  fancy ;  but  for  my  own  part  I  prefer 
the  prospect  from  a  cliff  with  the  assistance  of  modern  ingenuity, 
whether  2rtfe;i?t'f/ by  Deniocritus,   Dollond,  or  Ramsden. 

(y)  I  have  in  Tarious  parts  of  this  Poem  spoken  of  those 
•waiters,  who  have  done  honour  to  Great  Britain.  It  is  not 
indeed  possible  for  me  to  name  all  those  who,  even  now,  form 
that  constellation  of  ability  and  talents,  which  has  been  or 
may  yet  be  displayed;  and  which  Plutarch  might  call,  ia 
language  somewhat  lofty,  (I  think  in  his  Treatise  de  Placitis 
Philosophorum, )  the  IIoXXwv  x«t  <rvvE;^wv  Ao-TEpw^  av[J^(puT^^cl^'.yu}f 
ocXKrtXoii   SYNAYFAZMON.      (1797.) 

(:;)  The  decply-learned  Translator  and  Commentator  on 
Jeremiah,  kc.  &c.  B.  Blayney,  D.  D.  Regius  Professor  of 
Hebrew,    and  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford.    (^1797.) 

(a)  As  The  French  Revolution  and  its  Consequences  must 
occupy  and  alarm  the  thoughts  of  every  roan  who  reflects,  and 
stands  in  awe  of  the  misery  and  desolation  which  have  been 
brought  upon  the  earth,  and  of  the  judgments  which  may  be 
yet  impending  over  Europe,  I  think  I  may  be  excused  by  many 
persons  for  the  note  which  I  am  now  writing.  But  first  I 
recommend  to  all  those  who  either  ignorantly,  or  inconsider- 
ately, or  impiously,  or  presumptuously  deny,  reject,  or 
■vilify  the  Scriptures,  to  pa^s  it  over  entirely ;  for  to  them  it 
w  ill  be  foolishness :  they  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  such  a 
discussion. 

But  undtT  this  rc,strIetion,  and  under  this  impression,  I  am 
inclined  to  extend  the  subj<ct  a  little,  and  would  call  the  public 

attentioa 
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The  truth  of  evideace,  the  moral  strain. 


attention  with  much  earnestness  to  some  few  parts  of  a  boolv, 
printt^d  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1788  in  4to,  intitled 
*'  Morsels  of  Criticism,  tending  to  illustrate  some  passages  in 
the  holy  scriptures  upon  philosophical  principles,  and  an 
culargetl  view  of  things:  by  I'/DWARn  Kixo,  Ksq.  F.  R.  A.S. 
printed  for  Robson  and  Robinson,  in  1788."  The  title  of  it 
is  objectionable  on  every  account,  open  to  ignorant  ridicule, 
and  certainly  unadvised;  but  had  a  second  edition  of  the  •\rork 
beon  calkdfor,    it  might  easily  havebccu  altered.*  " 

The  author  of  it  appears  to  me,  (/  speak  from  his  boo!:)  to 
be  a  gcntU-man  of  extensive  erudition  and  ingenuity,  and  of 
accurate  biblical  knowledge,  perhaps  a  little  too  fond  of  the 
theory,  and  sometimes  a  little  whimsical  in  his  application  of 
natural  philosophy;  but  never  without  a  serious  intention  and  a 
})rofouud  piety,  lie  never  forgets  ^Ae  7tafurc  of  the  subjects 
which  he  is  treating.  He  seems  to  approach  thcsacred  writings 
ivith  that  prostration  of  mind,  that  distrust  of  his  own  powers, 
and  that  self-abasement,  Avhich  are  required  of  those,  who 
desire  to  look  into  the  hidden  things  of  God.  I  speak  of  the 
Spirit  by  w  hich  he  appears  to  me  to  be  conducted,  and  (I  repeat 
it.)  /  speak  fro7ii  the  zsork  alone.  I  shall  contend  for  no 
iiiterprt'tations  giren  by  Mr.  King  ;  but  I  propose  them  to 
j)ul)lic  consideration  ;  for  I  never  observed  more  caution  and 
more  warinoss  than  in  this  writer. 

^\'e  know  that  it  is  declared,  that  "  the  book  of  Prophecy  is 
healed  till  the  time  of  completion.'''  But  the  events  of  the  world, 
of  the  Christian  world,  are  so  awful  and  so  alamiitig  as  to  in- 
duce ns  to  believe,  that  they  happen  not  without  the  immediate 
providence,  and  decree  of   ijii;  Scpueme   BtixG  against  the 

supersti  tion 
*  It  has  lately  bcea  reprinted  in  thiee  volumes  8vo.    (1800.) 
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Nor  Hurd  has  preach'd,  nor Paley  taught  in  vain; 


superstition  and  corruptions  of  man,  and  for  the  fulfilling  of 
the  prepciration  (ov  thosci'imcSj  when,  '•  the  Kingdoms  of  tliis 
vorld  must  (in  (hfiance  of  all  human  policy)  become  the  king- 
doms of  God  and  of  his  Christ!" 

The  direct  and  circumstantial  evidence  for  Christianity  is 
indeed  very  extensive,  and  it  is  also  so  minute  and  clear  in  many- 
parts  of  it,  and  so  cogeot,  as  to  form  the  strictest  argument 
which  a  matter  of  fact  can  admit  as  a  proof.  But  exclusive  of 
it's  doctrines  and  specific  precepts,  there  is  one  point  in  which 
this  Revelation  can  never  be  sufficiently  considered,  and  Avhich. 
without  study  never  will  be  comprehended,  nor  etcn  imperfectly 
conceived:  and  without  serioiismss  it  should  never  be  ap- 
proached. It  is  this:  "  The  general  design  of  Scuiptlre, 
'''  considered  as  historical^  may  be  said  to  be,  to  give  us  an 
*'  account  of  the  World  in  this  one  single  view,  as  Gojd's 
*'  world;  by  which  it  appears  csscntiallj/  distinguished  from 
*'  all  other  books^  except  such  as  are  copied  from  it."+  But 
on  this  it  is  not  my  province  io  enlarge ;  I  mean  only  to 
present  it  as  the  grand,  luminous,  and  leading  idea  on  this 
awful  subject.  I  would  conduct  the  reader  into  a  safe  and 
proper  train  of  thinking,  and  leave  him  to  pursue  his  owa 
meditation.  I  have  also  read  words,  which  are  deemed 
apocryphal,  but  worthy  of  the  highest  power.  "  All  these 
*'  things  zcere  made  thkocgii  me  alone,  and  through  7ione 
*'  other:  by  me  also  shall  they  be  E^'J)EBJ   and  by  hose 

<'  OTHER  !li"  + 

I  will  therefore  offer,  to  persons  seriously  disposed,  some 
passages  from  this  work  icrittvn  several  7/ears  before  the  present 
events  had  taken  place  in  Europe,  or  could  be  conceived  to  be 

possible. 

t  Butlcr'sAna!ogyPart?.Ch.7.     i  EsdraSjB.2.  Ch.G.v.T. 
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Sociiius  droops,  and  baftled  Priestley  flle$. 


possible.  I  Mish  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  I  am  not 
speaking  in  this  note  of  any  other  parts  or  interpretations  in 
this  ivork  of  Mr.  King.  I  am  as  liltlc  disposed  to  superstition 
and  enthusiasm  as  any  man  living  ;  and  I  do  not  give  them  as 
additions  to  the  idle  prophecies  and  random  conjectures  which 
have  appeared  in  such  numbers.  I  have  too  much  reverence 
for  llic  reader,  and  for  myself,  and  for  the  subject.  Mr.  King 
ofiers  them  only  as  his  interpretations  of  scripture,  submitted 
to  a  calm  diseus^ion.  But  the  circumstance  which  peculiarly 
strikes  me  is  this;  that  they  were  written  xcithout  any  specific 
reference  to  any  nation  in  Europe,  but  simply  and  in  general, 
that  SUCH  times  and  sucii  events  might  be  expected  in  some  part 
of  the  Christian  world. 

The  first  passage  I  shall  present,  is  a  portion  of  I\Ir.  King's 
cvplanafion  of  the  24th  Chapter  of  St.  Matthew's  gospel,  prin- 
cipally of  the  29th  verse.*  In  regard  to  which  he  sa)*s,  "  We 
*•  may  remark,  if  the  words  arc  to  be  understood,  as  spoken 
*'  merely  emblematically,  then  the  images  made  use  of  are  such 
*•  as  are  well  \ix\o\\w  to  predict  (consistently  with  their  constant 
*•  use  in  many  other  parts  of  prophecy)  a  great  destruction  and 
^'  almo.st  anniliilation  of  many  of  those  tazcfiil  pozcers  zchich  rule 
"  on  earth,  however  beneficial  any  of  them  may  be  to  the 
''  earth;   and  A  DRF.AnFui,  LKssENiNft   of  the   dignity  axu 

"  Sl'LF.NDOUR    OF  ALL  GREATNESS,    AND  A    SUBVEUSION  OF   ALL 

*'  GOOD  OROER  AND  CI viL  GOVERNMENT :  than  which  nothing 
"•  can  be  expected  more  formidable.  Dreadful  indeed  must 
**■  be  A  TIME,  {/f  such  an  one  is  to  come)  when  men  are  let 
*'  loose   upon    each   other,    possessed   of   all  their    present 

"  improvcmcjits 

*  Of  course  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  itself  for  the  tenor 

•f  the  ichoU  ar;inment. 
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And  at  the  strength  of  Horsley  (6)  shrinks,  and  dies. 


^'  improvements  and  advantages,  but  unrestrained  either 
*'  bi/  laic  and  civil  government,  or  by  conscience  and 
"  good  principle ;  scorning  the  admonition  and  authority  of 
*'  those  who  onght  to  maintain  justice,  and  assisted  by  the 
*'  more  rude  and  barbarous  parts  of  the  zsorld,  whom  they 
*'  shall  find  ^00  ready  to  encrease  the  u.vitersal  uproar."* 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Remarks  on  the  RcTclafions,  Ch. 
16.  >.  13  and  14.  Mr.  King  says:  "  Here  while  we  maintain 
*'  due  reverential  fear,  our  interpretation  must  end.  Nothing 
^'  but  the  events  themselves,  zchen  they  come  to  pass,  can 
"  rightly  explain  the  rest:  and  they  will  certainly  speak 
*'  LOUDLY  EycL'GH  for  thcmselves,  as  those  before  ha\  j  dene. 
"  Only  I  must  just  remark,  that  it  seems,  as  if  persecntio?z 
^'  and  the  horrid  influences  of  superstition,  and  of  ignorance, 
*'  and  of  barbarism  were  allowed  to  produce  their  dire  eF'cts 
*'  Aurm^  the  first  part  of  the  period  of  the  time  described  z/w.'/cr 
*'  the  Vials;  and  as  if,  Irreligiox,  vanity,  a\d  a  total 
**  want  or  all  serious  principle,  and  a  misapplication 
**  OF  the  RrriNEMEXTS  OF  CIVILIZATION,  iscre  to  be  allowed 
**  to  produce  their  mischiet  also  at  the  latter  end  of  that 
'■'  period!"  page  453.  See  also,  the  -456th  and  457th  pngcs, 
"which  I  could  wish  to  copy,  the  words  are  so  importaiir,  a.id 
the  style  so  dignified. 

In   the    conclusion    of  which    Mr.   King  observes,    on  the 

finishing  of  the  mystery  of  God,  "  that  as  there  should  be  false 

^'  Christs  and  false  prophets,  so  there  should  be  also  a  dreadful 

"  subversion  of  all  good  government  and  urder,  and  tha:  men 

^^  should  be  let  loose  upon  eadi  other,  in  defiance  of  all  civil 

*^  power  and  Juyt  rule,  and  of  legal  restraint."     He  subjoins 

some 
»  P.  263. 

Ft 
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Nor  second  stand  in  theologic  fame. 


iorae  words  too  remarkable  to  be  passed  otcf.*  **  It  will  be 
^^  happy  for  those  who  shall  live  some  years  henccy  if  they  can 
''  prove  me  guiUy  of  a  mistake  in  this  point.  I  speak  and 
"  write  zcith  cautious  reverence  and  fear ;  acknowledging  that 
'^  I  am  liable  to  error,  and  by  no  means  pretending  to 
^^  prophecy:  but  still  apprehending  myself  bound  not  to 
"  conceal  the  truth,  where  any  matter  appears  to  be  revealed 
"  in  Holy  Scripture;  and  especially  when  the  bringing  an 
"  impending  denunciation  to  light,  (if  it  be  a  truth)  may  be 
"  an  awful   learning  and  caution   to  many,    and  prevent 

"  THEIR    BECOMING    ACCESSARY   TO    THE    EVIL.  J" 

I  must  own,  I  am  so  struck  with  these  passages,  that  without 
any  knowledge  of  this  most  distinguished  Layman  but  from  his 
zcork,  I  could  almost  be  induced  to  address  him,  in  the  sublime 

apostrophe 

*  iPage  461. 

+  I  would  offer  the  following  passage  from  the  great 
historian  Joscphus,  on  the  inattention  and  ignorance  of  man  in 
regard  to  the  divine  predictions,  as  peculiarly  remarkable; 
the  words  arc  these  : 

«7r*vTa  rirxyfj-zviic,  d  ts  ^j*  y-;-cr^yA  Trpo?i=yfi"  Tflv  r;  rten  avSpwiniw 
ArNOIAN  KAI  AmSTIAN",  i^)'  r;  ahv  vpdionv  safSno-ay  rut 
UTo'^n&ofJiVJm,  AiPYAAKTOI  TE  TAIL  5^YM4>OPAI2  HAPEAOGHSAN,  } 

Jdseph.  Aiitiq.  Jud.  Lib.  10.  S.  3.  p.  449.  fid.  Hudson.  Oxco.. 


431 
Sagacious  Hey  {c),  and  Remiell's  {d)  learrieil  name. 


upostrophe  of  one  of  the  most  eloquent  Fathers  of  the  ancient 
Church;  *'  Av9fuTTt  th  ©=«,  mc-i  S^paroi'  x«»  oixovojut  twv  tw  ©sa 
^uoTuptwy,     avsp     s:ri?t;^tw»    to^v     t«     irviVfj-XTo^,     kuXu    Zt    o-rvXov    x«t 

Thus  +  did  this  very  learned  and  most  pious  man  in  a  strain 
of  serious,  temperate,  and  impressive  eloquence  deliver  his 
opinion  and  his  interpretation.  They  will  stand  before  us  and 
our  posterity,  as  the  memorial  of  that  lonely  wisdora,  that  rere- 
rentia!  application  of  the  divine  word,  and  of  that  silent  dignity, 
which  can  onl^  be  attained  by  a  retirement  (at  intervals;  from 
the  world  which  God  hath  made  to  Him  alone,  and  by  that 
worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  ".  hicii,  when  joined  to  human 
erudition  and  to  the  sober  cultivation  of  the  understanding, 
will  produce  fruit  unto  life. 

But  I  conclude;  humbly  acknowledging  and  most  deeply 
feeling  myself  wholly  unequal,  and  altogether  unworthy,  to 
speak  of  the  awful  sublimity  of  such  subjects:  my  office  can 
be  but  ministerial;  it  is  mine  only  to  lead  the  aspirant  to  the 
door  of  the  temple,  and  to  retire.      (July  1797.) 

{b)  The  Right  Rev.  Samuel  Ilorslcy,  Bishop  of  Rochester. 
In  my  opinion,  the  controversy  so  ably  maintained  by  this 
learned  Prelate  against  the  Heresiarch  Priestley,  is  iiis  peculiar 

praise, 

*  Gregor.  Naz.  Orat.  19.     (Op.  edit.  Prunsi.  p.  216.    Parfs 
1€09.)  The  Oration  was  pronounced  before  the  great  Basilj 
when  seated  on  the  archicpiscopal  throne  of  Caesarea.     (A.  C. 
circ.  374.) 

+    In  the  beginning  of  the  year  178S.     Mr.  K.'s  book  was 
probably  written  sowe  years  bcfdreit  was  offered  to  the  public. 
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And  Douglas,  [e)  hail'd  afar  froili  earliest  youth  5Q0 
Great  victor  in  the  wcU-fought  field  of  truth. 


praise.  Bishop  Ilorslcy  reminds  mc  of  the  celebrated  Divine, 
Charles  Leslie;  for  he  has  often  the  same  strength,  the  same 
acuteness,  and  sometimes  the  same  coarseness  of  manner;  but 
the  arguments  are  cogent,   and  the  arms  are  irresistible. 

In  theological  controversy,  Charles  Leslie  and  Bishop 
Ilorsley  always  appear  to  me  "  iEacidae  similes,  Vulcania- 
que  arma  capcssunt." 

To  all  such  -writers  and  dissertators  as  Priestley,  either  in 
theology  or  in  politics,  these  admirable  lines  of  Prudentius  are 
peculiarly  applicable: 

Quid  non  libido  mentis  humanae  struat? 

Quid  non  malorum  pruriat? 
Statum  laccssunt  omnipollcntis  Dei 

Calumniosis  litibus : 
Fidem  rainutis  dissccant  ambagibu*, 

Ut  quisquc  lingu^  nequior: 
Solvunt  ligantque  qua^stionum  vincula 

Per  syllogismos  plectiles. 

Prudentius  in  Prologo  ad  Apotheosim. 

(c)  The  Ro7.  John  Hey,  D.  D.  late  Norrisian  Professor  in 
the  University  of  Cambridge.  The  arrangement,  the  learning, 
the  accuracy,  and  the  extent  of  his  researches  in  theology,  are 
conspicuous  in  his  laborious  and  important  work,  entitled 
*'  Lectures,  &c."  read  as  Professor.     (1797.) 

(</)  The  Rev.  Tliomas  Rennell,  D.  1).  Author  of  a  very 
able,  learned,  and  eloquent  Apology  for  the  Church  of 
England,  preached  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  before  the  Sons  of 
the  Clergy,  May  10,  1796.     (July  1797.) 


4,33 
•     Tome,  all  heedless  of  proud  fa.slilon's  sneer, 
Maurice  (/)  is  learn'd,  and  Wilberforce  (r)  sincere. 


(e)  The  Right  Rev.  John  Douglas,  D.  D.  Bishop  of 
Salisbury :  a  Prelate  whose  erudition,  penetrating  sagacity, 
and  well-directed  efforts  have  discovered  and  overthrown  many 
a  strong  hold  of  literary  imposture.  The  names  of  Lauder  and 
Bower  are  only  remembered  to  their  infamy.  The  Bishop's 
Treatise  on  Miracles,  called  "  The  Criterion,"  should  be 
reprinted,  ^^'hy  is  it  not  again  presented  to  the  public? 
(Oct.  1797.) 

(t)  The  Reverend  Thomas  Maurice,  Author  of  "  Indian 
Antiquities,  in  6  vol.  Svo."  and  of"  the  History  of  Hiudostan, 
*'  it's  Arts  and  it's  Sciences,  as  connected  with  the  History 
*-^  of  the  other  great  F-mpircs  of  Asia,  during  the  most 
"  ancient  periods  of  the  world."  The  public  arc  well 
acquainted  with  their  merits.  But  it  is  with  the  most  serious 
concern,  that  I  read  what  Mr.  Maurice  has  declared  in  his 
dedication,  that  "  This  History  commenced  under  the 
^'  patronage  of  the  Court  of  the  East  India  Directors,  is 
"  dedicated  to  them,  in  humble  hopes  of  their  continued 
^^  support  of  a  icork,  which  must  sink  avithout  that* 
*'  support."  Learning  has  felt  a  degradation  from  these 
words.  I  am  not  to  be  told,  that  researches  like  these  of 
Mr.  Maurice  are  liable  to  the  caprice  of  erudition,  and  of 
uncertain  application,  and  that  his  style,  matter,  and  manner 
arc  frequently  too  luxuriant  and  diffuse.  The  foundation  of  a 
temple  may  be  strong,  though  every  ornament  on  the  pillars 
may  not  be  just.     (Nov.  1797.) 

*  The  E.  I.  Company  subscribed  for  a  certain  number  of 
Copies.  This  cannot  be  called  support,  nor  patronage  ia 
£uch  a  body. 
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(Thougli  6n  his  page  some  pause  in  sacred  doul^t) 


(v)  See.  *'  A  practical  view  of  the  prevailing  religious  system 
of  })rofcsse(l  Christians  iti  the  higher  and  middle  classes  in  this 
country,  contrasfed  wUh  real  Christianity.  By  William 
■Wilbcrforcc,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  York."— Some 
very  serious  persons  have  their  doubts  as  to  the  theological 
principles  of  this  work  in  their  full  extent,  and  I  fear  it  is  far 
too  rigid  and  exclusive  in  it's  doctrines.  There  is  also  too 
much  of  a  sectarian  language,  which  cannot  be  approved. 
But  of  the  intention,  virtue,  learning,  and  patriotism  of  the 
eloquent  and  well-informed  Senator,  I  have  the  most  honour. 
able  and  decided  opinion. 

Ills  work  is  vehement,  impassioned,  urgent,  fervid,  instant ; 
though  sometimes  copious  to  prolixity,  and  in  a  few  parts 
even  to  tediousness.  Perhaps  it  is  the  production  of  an  orator 
rather  than  of  a  writer;  I  should  think  it  had  been  dictated. 
Throughout  the  whole,  there  is  a  manly  fortitude  of  thought, 
firm  and  unshrinking.  But  for  my  own  part,  for  obvious 
reasons,  I  dislike  the  term  '^  Kcc/ Christianity,"  as  exclusively 
applied  to  any  set  of  propositions  drawn  from  the  Gospel. 

From  external  circumstances  indeed,  I  would  not  take 
theology  from  Athanasius  or  Bossuet,  morality  from  Seneca  or 
politics  from  Lansdown  or  Sieycs.  ButI  will  own,  that  from 
a  scrutiny  into  the  public  and  private  character  o(  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  his  enemies  would  be 
forced  into  an  acknowledgment,  (as  it  is  recorded  in  the 
words  of  a  prophet,)  that  "  thny  can  find  no  occasion  against 
this  man,  except  tliey  find  it  against  him  concerning  the  law  of 
his  God."  A  reader  of  his  work  must  be  good  or  bad  in  the 
^extreme,  who  may  not  receive  some  advantage  from  such  a 
Composition.  I  am  indeed  unworthy  to  praise  it,  and  I  feel 
naysclf  so. 

If 
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As  Gisbonie  {b)  serious,  and  as  Pott,  (c)  devout. 
Nor  yet  ungrac'd  may  Sulivan  {d)  remain. 


If  I  may  descend  from  divinity  to  mere  philosophy,  I  shall 
add,  that  if  Mr.  Wilberforcc  proceeds  and  acts  upon  the 
sublimity  of  such  priuciplcs,  we  may  apply  to  him  the 
expressions  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  Plato  by  his  most 
enthusiastic  votary,  Plotinus.  A(p'  Iuxjth  /xsTaS'ajv?*,  J?  luuv 
•^foi;  ccfx'='^'-J'^ovt  7i7.oi  t^uv  mi  Trofaxgl  He  V. ill  bcst  comprehend 
the  high  and  holy  sentence  which  declares  what  is  the  life  of 

such  men  5  0:/tw  Qewk  xss*  av^fjiirnv  Ohuv  ka»  (Vdex.ii/.ovuiv  Cto?,  wraX- 
\ciyyj  ruv  a.XXi}v  Twv  rrdc,  bioj  avrj'^ovoj  Twy  tw,  4>TrH  MONOY 
nROS   MONONl* 

(6)  The  Reverend  Thomas  Gisborne,  M.  A.  the  ingenious 
Author  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Duties  of  INIen,  &c.  and  of 
the  Female  Sex,  &c.  &c.  eminently  entitled  to  the  public 
esteem  and  gratitude. 

(c)  The  Rev,  J.  H.  Pott,  M.  A.  the  learned  and  excellent 
Arch-deacon  of  St.  Albans,  who  in  his  w ritings  is  instructive, 
laborious  in  his  oiTice,  and  exemplary  in  his  life,  and  in  his 
profession, 

(</)  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S. 
author  of  *'  Philosophical  Rhapsodies,  &c."  and  of  "  A  View 
"  of  Nature,  in  Letters  to  a  Traveller  among  th»  Alps,  with 
''  Reflections  on  Atheistical  Philosophy,  now  cxemplilied  in 
*'  France,  in  six  vol.  8vo."  This  book  is  written  in  a 
pleasing  manner,  with  a  virtuous  purpose,  and  appears  to 
be  intended  merely  as  an  introduction  to  works  of  deeper 
science;  and  I  consider  it  in  this  light.     I  dwell  with  affection 

on 

*  PlotinJ  Ennead.  6.  L.  9.  c.  xi, 
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Serene  in  fancy,  nor  in  science  vain ; 

But  still,  though  oft  his  various  works  I  scan, 

I  quit  the  volume,  when  I  find  the  man. 

Hcrschell  (/),  with  ampler  mind  and  magic  glass. 


on  such  a  character  as  Mr.  Siilivan  :  and,  if  this  were  the 
plnce,  and  if  India  were  the  theme,  I  might  make  honourable, 
meniion  of  the  works  and  excellence  of  his  Brother,  Joha 
Sulivan,  I'^sq. 

(/)  Dr.  Iler  chcH's  new  doctrine  concerning  the  Materia 
Solaris,  has  attracted  much  attention  among  the  learned.  I 
offer  to  their  consideration  a  curious  passage,  which  I  met 
with  when  I  was  reading  with  a  very  diflVrent  purpose.  The 
Platonic  Proclus,  in  the  third  book  of  the  Commentaries  on 
the  Timaeus  of  his  great  Master,  mentions  that  Aristotle 
(whom,  surely  with  justice,  he  calls  b  Oa,t>jLta<rToj  Apjo-ToreXn?) 
hints,  that  the  suji  and  the  stars  are  not  absolutclij  bodies  of 
Jire.  The  words  are  these;  Toy  twv  Ao-Tfwv  x^f^"'  "**  ""'''■ov 
ttv  p»/«v  H>.»ov,  OYK  ONTA  EK  nVPOZ.*  There  is  another 
singular  pa^s.ige  (not  so  explicit  as  this  from  Proclus)  in  the 
first  book,  de  Ca?lo,  of  the  second  Ennead  of  Plotinus  the 
Platonicorum  Coryphaeus,  as  he  has  been  called :  he  talks 
also,  rather  quaintly  from  Aristotle,  of  a  TlZ^  m  tcoi  Acnft^v 

The 

*  Procli  Comment,  in  Tiiirjcum  Platonis;  Edit.  Basil.  Gr. 
1534.  p.  141. 

+  Plotin.  Ennead  2.  L.  1.  pag.  99.  &c.  Edit.  Basil,  cum 
Coinnicnt.  Ficini. 
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Mid  worlds  and  worlds  revolving  as  they  pass,  600 
Pours  the  full  cluster'd  radiance  from  on  high, 
That  fathomless  ahyss  of  deity  ! 
Who  in  the  depth  abstruse  of  intellect 
A  greater  now  than  Waring  [g)  shall  expect? 
Lo,  where  philosopliy  extends  her  sway. 
Guides  future  nav  ies  o'er  the  trackless  way 
More  voluble  and  firm ;  so,  strong  in  thought. 
The  royal  synod  Atwood  {h)  sate  and  taught. 


Thei-eader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Ilcrschell's  mast  curious  paper 
"  On  the  Nature  and  Construction  of  the  Sun  and  Fixed  Stars." 
Phil.  Trans.  Part  I.  1795. 

(g)  Edward  Waring,  ]M.  D.  professor  of  the  Mathematics 
iu  the  University  of  Cambridge.     (1797.) 

(A)  See  a  Paper  in  the  Philos.  Trans.  1796.  Part  T.  entitled 
*'  The  Construction  and  Analysis  of  geometrical  propositions 
determining  the  positions  assumed  by  homogeneal  bodies  which 
float  freely  and  at  rest  on  a  fluid  surface,  also  determining  the 
stability/  of  ships  and  other  floating  bodies,  by  George 
Atuood,  Esq.  F.  R.  S."  The  R.  S.  presented  Mr.  Atwood 
with  their  medal  on  this  occasion. 

The  names  of  Herschcll,  Atwood,  Maskelyne,  Cavendish, 
WooUaston,  Milner,  &:c.  dignify  the  Royal  Society.  We 
have  yet  some  '•  Master  Builders  in  the  Sciences,"  as  Mr. 
Locke  once  expressed  himself.  (Preface  to  bis  Essay  on  tkc 
H.  U.)     (1797.) 
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With  England's  Bard,  with  Cowper,  who  shall  vie  ? 
Original  in  strength  and  dignity ;  610 

With  more  than  painter's  fancy  blest,  with  lays 
Holy,  as  saints  to  heaven  expiring  raise.  (/) 

Heard  you  that  Hermit's  strain  from  Scotia  borne, 
•'  l^or  virtue  lost,  and  ruin'd  man  I  mourn?"  (k) 
Who  may  forget  thee,  Beattie?  who  supply 
The  tale  half-told  of  Edwin's  minstrelsy  ?  (/) 


(0  William  Cowper,  Esq.  Author  of  "  The  Task."  7oi» 
Mt'j-axv  I  fn  oocrtjl  Sucli  arc  the  words  of  the  divine  Asciicau 
ill  his  Thoo^onia.  Of  tlu'sc  Muses  seated  on  our  oicti  Parnassus, 
it  Bxay  he  said, 

"^  There  did  they  sit,  and  do  their  holy  deed, 
Tliat  pleas'd  both  heaven  and  earth." 

Bishop  Hall's  Satires.  D.  1.  S.  2. 

The  conclusion  of  the  Poet's  work  is  so  sacred,  so  dignified, 

so  unequalled  in  simplicity  and  unaffected  piety,   that  I  hope 

none  will  read  it  without  those  sensations,    and  without  that 

iatprovement,   whicli  it  seems  designed  to  inspire. 

*'  But  all  is  in  his  ha.nd  whose  praise  I  scekj 
In  vain  the  Poet  sings  and  the  world  hears, 
j[/'iiE  regard  not,  though  divine  the  theme. 
'Tis  not  in  artful  measures,  in  the  chime 
And  idle  tinkling  of  a  minstrel's  lyre, 
To  charm  his  ear,  who  looks  upon  thw  heart: 
Whose  frown  can  disapppint  the  proudest  strain, 
Whose  approbation '— prosper  even  mine."    (July  1797.) 
(k)  A  line  from  Bcattie's  Minstrel,  B.  2. 
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A  voice  from  Coila  o'er  the  furrow 'd  field 
Bewails  the  fountain  shut,  the  volume  seal'd!  (m) 
The  throbs  of  Genius  struggling  to  be  great ; 
The  cheerless  chilling  damp  of  lowly  fate;       620 
The  home-bred  conscious  worth,  untaught  to  bend 
At  the  shrugg'd  shoulder  of  a  pitying  friend; 
The  pang  that  rends  the  madd'ning  breast  unknown ; 
And  poverty's  unutterable  groan; 
The  vision  bursting  on  the  patriot  soul, 
Superior,  unsubdued,  beyond  control!. 


(0  James  Bc-attie,  L.  L.  D.  Author  of  "  The  Minstrel,  a 
Poem  in  two  Books."  It  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted  that  this 
true  Poet  and  most  excellent  man  has  left  his  admirable  Poem 
unfinished.  My  mind  dwells  upon  it  with  rapture,  particu. 
larly  on  the  first  part,  even  from  ray  boyish  days  at  school. 
(July  1797.) 

(m)  See  the  animated  Preface  to  the  first  edition,  printed  at 
Kilmarnock,  of  the  Poems  by  Robert  Burns,  the  Ayrshire 
Ploughman,  an  original,  national  Poet.  The  words  of  Burns 
are  these:  "  The  following  trifles  are  not  the  production  of 
"  the  poet  who,  with  all  the  advantages  of  learned  art,  and 
"  perhaps  amid  the  elegancies  and  idleness  of  upper  life,  looks 
*•  down  for  a  rural  theme^  with  an  eye  to  Theocritus  and  Virgil. 
*'  To  the  Author  of  this,  these  and  other  celebrated  names  their 
*'  countrymen  are,  at  least  in  their  original  language,  Afoun- 
*'  tain  shut  up,  and  a  hook  senled.^'  &c.  &c.  Burns,  in  one 
of  his  Letters,  calls  himself  "•  The  Voice  of  Coiia/'  i.  e,  of 
lij/kj  a  district  of  Ayrshire. 
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With  all  the  prophet's,  all  the  poet*s  rage. 
High-beaming  o'er  the  unperishablc  page ;      628 
The  Muse  indignant  mark'd,  yet  hail'd  the  day: 
And  while  her  Burns  pour'd  forth  his  native  lay, 
She  biide  the  redd'ning  Ilolhj  be  his  meed. 
And  threw  her  mantle  o'er  the  Ploughman's  wecd.(;?) 


(n)  Tlic  public  liavc  now  been  stratified  with  a  complete 
collection  of  Bunxs's  works  in  verse  and  prose,  which  is  a  most 
valtiable  addition  to  British  literature.  It  is  difficult  to  speak 
in  terms  of  commendation  adequate  to  the  tempered  zial, 
critical  judajnient,  and  discerning  benevolence  which  induced 
Dr.  Clkiue  to  undertake  the  oflicc  of  Editor,  during  the 
arduous  and  honourable  discharge  of  the  most  important 
duties  of  his  medical  profession. 

The  character  of  Robiut  Burns,  his  Life,  his  raerils,  and 
,Jiis  most  deplorable  frailties,  liave  been  considered  and  appre- 
eiatedin  the  most  candid,  interesting,  aiul  impartial  manner  by 
his  Brother  Gilbert  Burns,  by  Dr.  Carrie,  Dr.  Stewart,  and 
Dr.  Adair ;  but  by  none  with  more  felicity  and  elegance  than  by 
a  Lady  of  a  refined  and  classical  ta>te,  polite  accomplishments^ 
and  cultivated  genius  who  knew  him  avcII,  and  proved  herself 
Ills  friend  and  patron.  They  have  extenuated  nothing,  but 
have  spoken  of  him  as  he  was;  and  their  narratives  raise 
alternately  our  admiration  and  our  regret.  They  paint  his 
principles  and  his  conduct  at  perpetual  variance,  with  a  certain 
turbulence  of  disposition  and  passion  to  which  every  temptation 
■was  ruinous,  and  every  indulgence  fatal. 

yEstuat  ingens 
Imo  in  corde  ]Hidor,  niixtoque  iusatiia  luctu, 

Kt  FUHUS  AGITAIUS  AMOHj  ET  COJiSCIA  VlHTts! 

I  tliiuk 
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Yet  mcirk,each  willing  Muse  where  Boydcli  draws, 
And  calls  the  sister  pow'r.s  in  Shakspcare's  cause ! 

I  think  that  grcafcr  liberality  might  have  been  prudenflij 
exerted  to  obtain  an  adequate  ompIoyKient,  and  a  yafe  as  well 
as  honourable  support  for  .\  n\\  destined  to  bear  up  the  fult 
fame  and  dignity  of  the  Porx  ov  Scoti-ant):  for  A  mav  ■vvho 
had  described  himself  to  his  Countriimcn  (and  can  they  noic  r^-ad 
the  words  Avithout  barren  shame  and  passionate  reuiorsc?)  as 
'^  It  ((If -mad,  half  fed,  and*  half-sarkit,^^  than  by  the  strange 
and  unaccountable  occupation  Avhich  they  cunferrcd  on  him. 
That  all  tke  noble  and  learned  Chemists  of  the  North  could  not 
discoTer,  iu  the  whole  table  of  affinities,  a  more  sympathetic  ink 
for  a  poet  than  that  of  an  Exciseman,  may  raise  something 
between  a  smile  and  indignation  in  the  less-eulightened  cliiidreu 
of  the  South.  It  might  even  now  draw  iron  fears  down  the 
poetical  cheeks  of  the  Msccnas  of  Scotland,  the  Right  Honour- 
able Henry  Dundas. 

As  to  the  originality  of  Burns's  genius  and  of  his  command- 
ing faculties  there  can  be  but  one  opinion.  To  the  harmony 
and  force  of  his  English  Yerse  every  ear  assents  with  delight; 
and  to  his  Scottish  poetry  his  countrymen  have  borne  that 
decisive  testimony  which  natives  alone  can  confer.  But  the 
greatest  effort  of  his  genius  is  displayed  in  The  Vision*,  which 
raises  itself  in  a  preeminence  paramount  to  all,  as  the  Cvpress 
among  the  Shrubs.  I  scarcely  except  that  most  pathetic  and 
interesting  poem,  "  the  Cotter's  Saturday  Night." 

But  the  volume  of  his  Letters,  and  indeed  almost  all  hi?  prose- 
writings,  must  be  considered  as  a  phoenomenou  in  <he  literature 
of  a  rustic.     It  seems,  (nay  I  think  it  iSy  if  taken  generally, ) 

the 

*  Half-cloathcd,  or  rather  half-shirtcd.  See  the  Scoick 
Glossary.  The  words  arc  takeo  from  the  poem  called^  '*  7/t« 
"  Vision."     Part  1. 
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By  art  controll'd  tlie  fire  of  Reynolds  break?. 
And  Nature's  pathos  ni  her  Northcote  speaks; 
The  Grecian  forms  in  Hamilton  combine, 
Parrhasian  grace,  and  Zcuxis*  softest  line ; 
There  Barry's    learning   meets    with    Komney^s 

strength, 
AndSmirke  portrays  Thalia  at  full  length,  {nn)  640 

Lo,  Fuseli  (in  whose  tempestuous  soul 
Theunnavigable  tides  of  genius  roll,) 


the  style  of  a  cultivated  gentleman  who  has  lived  and  conversed 

•with   case   in    the  higher  circles  of  society,   manly,    correctj 

eloquent,    and  afi'ectiug. 

But  I  am  told,   that  to  estimate  the  character  of  Burns  with 

justice,  Me  should  have  seen  him  in  his  happier  hours,    and 

should  have  marked  the  dignity  of  his  natural  deportment,   the 

animation  of  his  eye,  and  the  power  of  his  colloquial  language. 

His  scntimcn  ts,  the  fash  and  out-hrcak  of  after ^  mind,  often 

republican  but  always   patriotic,   and  with  the  old  national 

attachment    yet    unextinguished    in    his    breast,    claim    our 

admiration  or  excuse  rather  than  our  censure,   in  a  man  of 

such  overbearing  powers  and  talents  out  of  their  place. 

His  track,  where'er  the  Poet  rov'd, 

Glory  pursu'd,  and  generous  shame. 

The  unconquerable  mind,  and  Freedom's  holy  flame! 

(Nov.  1800.) 

{nn)  The  Shakspeaee  GAiLEnr,    under   the   auspices  or* 

Boydell  and  Nicol. 

I  would 
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Depicts  the  sulph'rous  fire,  the  smould'ring  light, 
1'he  bridge  chaotic  o'er  the  abyss  of  night. 
With  each  accursed  form  and  mystic  spell. 
And  singly  "  bears  up  all  the  fame  of  hell !"     (o) 
While  Westall's  pencil  to  the  latest  age 
With  milder  beams  irradiates  Milton's  page,    {oo) 


I  'would  inscribe  the  following  words  on  the  facade  of  the 
Gallery  under  the  figure  of  Shakspcare: 

MUSARUM  MONITA,    ET  DeUS  AUCTOR  ApOLLO  !       (Xov.  1800.) 

(o)  The  expressions  of  Chaucer  on  the  Poet  Claudian  in  the 
House  of  Fame  B.  3.  v.  468.  (p.  4C8.  Urry's  Edit.)  and  no\r 
transferred  to  "  the  Milton  Gallery"  by  Fuseli. 

But  who  may  speak  of  the  secrets  of  the  abyss  thus  disclosed 
by  this  mighty  Painter  under  the  mingled  inspiration  of  Dante, 
Michael  Angelo,  and  his  great  Original?  Daxtk  indeed 
inight  say,  in  language  labouring  for  a  vent; 

*'  S*  io  a>'B<:si  le  rime  aspre  e  ehiocce, 

Come  si  converrebbc  al  tristo  buco, 

Io  premcrei  di  mio  concetto  il  suco 

Pii\  pienamentej  ma  perch'  ionon  1'  abba. 

Non  senza  teraa  a  dicer  mi  conduco, 

Che  noa  e  impresa  da  pigliare  a  gabbo 

Descrirer  fosdo  a  tutto  i'  Universo  1"  liif.  C.  3% 

Such  is  ^^the  pehciVs  savage  d/'gniti/,*'  wh"en  a  Painter,  like 

FursH,  marches  in  the  footsteps  of  sovereign  poets; 

'•  Nogli  alti  Tcstigi 

De'  gran  Cantor  allamaestrastrada!"     (Nov.  1800  ) 

(^oo)  The  magnificent  edition  of  Milton  by  Boydelland  NicoH, 

with  the  designs  of  that  rising  Genius,  Westall.  Musauum  dona  1 
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For  Athens  Cumberkuul  [p]  seems  born  alone. 
To  bid  her  comic  patriot  be  our  own.  650 

High  from  tlie  chmcs  of  Latium's  happier  day 
The  muse  on  iloscoe  {pp)  darts  her  noontide  ray; 


(p)  Richard  Cumber  land,  Ksq.  an  author  of  various 
talents,  and  of  very  consi(lcraI)li'  Ifarning.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  enumerate  his  compositions,  in  particular  his 
dramatic  works,  which  liave  received  the  sanction  of  public 
esteem.  In  my  opinion  he  has  done  very  great  service,  as  a 
ZiTitcr,  to  the  cause  of  morality  and  of  literature;  but  I  must 
except  his  Novels,  in  which  there  is  indeed  much  to  blame,  and 
Very  little  to  commend. 

He  is  the  author  of  a  work  called  "  The  Observer,"  and  fioni 
the  translations,  in  that  work,  of  the  fragments  of  the  Greek 
eomic  writers,  I  believe  all  learned  readers  will  agree,  that  he 
is  the  .inly  man  in  the  kingdom  (with  whom  we  a.re publicklj/ 
acquainted)  equal  to  <he  translation  of  Aristophanes.  I 
wish  it  were  to  be  the  amusement  of  his  retired  hours.  I  shall 
never  think  he  has  been  "  public  too  long;"  but  as  he  has 
quitted  the  stage,  (as  he  has  affirmed  himself,  though  Poets 
sometimes  Avill  make  falf^e  impressions^)  such  a  translation 
•would  be  an  easy,  yet  an  adcqua.e  and  honourable  employ- 
ment for  a  man  of  unquestionable  genius,  versatility  of  talents, 
and  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  a  consummate  master  of  the 
poetical  language  of  our  best  ancient  dramatic  writers.  Let 
us  hope  that  Aristophanes  may  ycL  be  our  own.     (July  1797.) 

(p;>)  William  Roscoe,  Esq.  the  historian  of  Lorenzo  de 
Medici  called  the  Maguificent.  Sec  the  P.  of  L."  Dialogue  III. 
at  the  conclusion. 
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And  with  each  soft,  each  reconciling  pow'r. 
Sheds  gleams  ofpeace  on  Melmoth's(<7)closing  hour. 
Lo,  Granta  hails  (what  need  the  Sage  to  name  ?) 
Her  lov'd  lapis  on  the  banks  of  Cam ;  (r) 

(q)  WiLMAM  Melmotii,  Esq.  a  most  elegant  and  disfin- 
guished  writer,  "  near  half  an  age  with  every  good  man's 
''  praise."  His  translations  of  Cicero  and  Pliny  will  speak  for 
him,  while  Roman  and  English  eloquence  can  be  united.  Mr. 
Mclnioth  is  a  happy  example  of  the  mild  influence  of  learning 
on  a  cultivated  mind,  I  mean  of  that  learning  which  is  declared 
to  be  the  aliment  of  youth,  and  the  delight  and  consolation  of 
declining  years.  Who  would  not  envy  this  "  fortunate  old 
*'  man"  his  most  finished  translation  and  comment  on  Tally's 
Cdio  ?  or  rather,  who  would  not  rejoice  in  the  refined  and 
mellowed  pleasures  of  so  accomplished  a  gentleman,  and  so 
liberal  a;  scholar  ?    (1797.J 

(r)  I  wish,  (and  every  Etonian  and  every  member  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge  of  good  character  will  join  me  heart 
and  hand)  that  this  great,  disinterested,  virtuous,  and  consum- 
jiATE  Scholar  and  Physician,  noio  by  learning  and  religioi\ 
conducted  with  dignity  to  the  close  of  life,  may  be  known  by 
this  alfectionate  verse  to  all  posterity, 

"   The  lov\l  Iapis  on  the  banks  of  Cam." 
Dijs  DiLECTE  Senex,    tc  Jupitcr  a;quus  oportet 
Nasccntem,  et  miti  lustrarit  lumine  Pha?bus 
Atlantisque  nepos  ;   ncqiie  enim  nisi  churus  ah  ortit 
Diis  supcris  poterit  magna  fctvisse  poc(a\ 
Hinc  longaiva  viret  lento  sub  Ilore  Scnectus, 
Nondnm  deciduos  servans  tibi  frontis  honorcs, 
Ingeniumqiie  vigens^  et  adidtum  mentis  acumen. 
Ergo  ego  te  Clius  et  magni  nomine  Phocbi 
Manse  EaieRj  juceo  longim  salvere  per  .cvum! 

Milton  ad  Mansum. 
G  g  I knyw 
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^Vhilc  to  the  goal  in  tlicir  sublime  career 
Bryant  and  Burke  {rr)  the  torch  triumphant  bear. 


Tknow  not  what  should  restrain  mc  on  this  occasion.  For  the 
t'(crual  honour  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  this  our  agc^ 
to  tlic  following  names  which  I  have  selected  with  the  severest 
judgnit'vit  of  which  I  am  capable,  Gray,  Hurd,  Ogdev, 
B.vi.GUY,  and  Bhvant,  I  will  add  the  name  of  her  Dilectns 
if/jjw— Robert  Glynn! 

TaNTO  HOMINI   FIDUS,     TANT.E  V1RTUT13  AMATOR. 

(Nov.  1797.) 
I  am  now  to  record  with  a  deep  and  aficctionate  regret, 
the  departure  of  this  great  man,  for  such  he  was,  "  Vir  vcre 
niagniis,  si  quid  magni  habent  pietas,  probitas,  fides,  summa 
rruditio,  par  niodestia,  mores  sanctissimi."  In  tho  midst  of 
his  oion  Athens,  whore  he  had  lived  from  youth  to  extreme  age, 
uniformly  and  consistently,  in  benevolence  and  beneficence,  as 
a  scholar,  a  well-bred  gentleman,  a  physician,  and  a  Christian, 
honoured,  revered,  and  beloved,  there  he  fell.  The  Ministers 
of  religion  and  the  directors  of  the  public  instruction  have  paid 
their  appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory;  be  it  mine  to  adapt 
and  inscribe,  in  Grecian  simplicity,  on  this  humble  but,  as  I 
hope,  enduring  Cenotaph  the  words  of  the  primal  Historian: 

T:>.:i<T>i  ra  Gh  Xuu.'irfora.Tiet  ixiyiviTo'  y-xi  /ai>  A6w«»o»  »dtot  (IHTPOK 
avrm    TON    ArAITHTON)    iSx-^xv   kvth    rr.xif    ivta-i,     xat    £T«,ur,o-a» 

Hail  and  Farewell !    (Nov.  1800.) 

{rr)  It  is  to  be  wished,  that  these  tw^o  great  men  may  nozo 
conclude  their  political  and  literary  labours.  "  Fiiiem  dignura 
et  optimis  viris  et  operibus  sanciissimis  faciant!"  (b)     (1797.) 

Since 

*  Ilcrodot.  L.  1.  Sect.  30.     {b)  Quintil.  Lib.  12.  Cap.  11. 
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Whence  is  that  groan  ?  no  more  Britannia  sleeps. 
But  o'er  her  lost  Musasus  (s)  bends  and  weeps.  660 

Since  writing  the  above,  when  I  heard  of  the  death  of  that 
UNEQUALLED  man,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  (*)  I  could 
only  say  to  my  friend, 

Kurm  nHAEIAHI  ! 

Such  was  my  veneration  for  this  Great  Man,  when  living, 

such  is  the  depth  of  my  homage,  and  the  secret  affliction  of  my 

spirit  at  his  departure.    It  appears  to  me  expedient  and  grateful, 

that  wc  should  all  remember  and  revere  the  man  to  whose 

primary  exertions  (it  cannot  be  repeated  too  frequently)  we 

originalli/  owe  the  public  sense  of  the  moral,  political,   and 

religious  danger  of  England  from  the  grand  Cabal,   grounded 

and  rooted  in  France,   and  branching   out  and  overshadowing 

all   Europe.      We   cannot    indeed,    without  much    rellectiou, 

understand  the  full  natare  and  extent  of  the  public  obligation 

to  Mr.  Burke. 

I  would 

(*)  July  1797.— See  Mr.  Burke's  character,  in  "  Tho 
Imperial  Epistle  from  Kien  Long,  Emperor  of  China,  to 
Qeorge  the  Third  of  Great  Britain,"  v.  117.  page  19.  Edit. 
8vo.  As  far  as  depends  upon  mc,  the  words  uf  Pindar  shall 
be  verified  on  this  most  illustrious  man: 

Toy  jji,iv  ST:    dcMovT    Aoj3'«i 
EXiTTorr''  oXXa   o*  ^^ 

Earav,    sot   Sptivoy    re    voXv^acuoy  (^vja.¥.      E^ofsi 
Af»  3''  AQavaTojj 

Find.  Isth.  O,  8. 
G  g  2 
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L6,  every  Grecian,  every  British  Muse 
ScJitter  the  recent  flowers,  and  gracious  dewiS, 
Where  Mason  lies!  he  sure  their  influence  felt. 
And  in  his  breast  each  soft  afl'ection  dwelt, 
That  love  and  friendship  know;  each  sister  art^ 
With  all  that  colours,  and  that  sounds  impart. 
All  that  the  sylvan  theatre  can  grace. 
All  in  the  soul  ofMAsoN  "  found  their  place  I' 


I  would  not  viodicatc  any  man  from  the  cradle  to  the  grate; 
much  less  a  politician  and  a  statesman.  The  Very  region  of 
Politics  is  baneful;  for  it  is  too  frequently,  "  the  soil  the  Fices 
^'  like."  Every  Statesman,  in  or  out  of  powet,  knows  his 
own  meanness,  the  turbulence  of  his  passions,  the  rattles  of 
office,  the  irritation  of  opponents,  the  jealousy  of  rank,  and 
the  impatience  of  consorted  power. 

All  this  is  true:  but  still,  when  I  hare  Terolved  the  variou* 
labours  of  EdmVnd  Buuke,  and  tue  cause  he  hAs  main- 
TAiifED,  (aS  it  generally  regards  government,  religion,  and 
society,  not  the  details  of  the  war  and  it's  conduct)  I  say, 
tvith  this  allowance  fof  the  feverous  frailty  of  the  passions, 
and  the  taint  of  mortality  in  all  our  best  actions,  I  would 
record  in  lasting  characters,  and  in  our  holiest  and  most 
honourable  tenii)le,  the  departed  Orator  of  England,  the 
Statesman,  and  the  Christian,  Edmund  Buuke!  *'  Rcmu- 
"  neratio  ejus  Cum  AltissimoI"     (1797.) 

(.v)  The  Rev.  William  Mason,  M.  A.  author  of  Elfrida, 
Caractacus,  Musaeus  a  Monody  on  Mr.  Popc^  Tbc,  Englisli 
Garden,  &c.  &c.  *cc.  &c. 
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Low  sinks  the  laurell'd  head :  iu  Moaa's  land  ' 
I  see  them  pass,  'tis  Mador's  drooping  band,   670 
To  harps  of  woe  in  holiest  obsequies, 
"  In  yonder  grave,  they  chant,  our  pruid  lies  /" 

He  [1)  too,  whom  Indus  and  the  Ganges  mourn. 
The  glory  of  their  banks,  from  Isis  torn, 
In  learning's  strength  is  fled,  in  judgment's  prime. 
In  science  temp'rate,  various,  and  sublime. 
To  him  familiar  every  legal  doom 
The  courts  of  Athens,  or  the  halls  of  Rome, 
Or  Hindoo  Vedas  taught :  for  him  the  Muse 
Distiird  from  every  flow'r  Hyblasan  dews  ;       680 
Firm,  when  exalted;  in  demeanour  grave; 
]Mercy  and  truth  were  his,  he  lov'd  to  save. 
His  mind  collected ;  at  opinion's  shock 
Jones  stood  unmov'd,  and  from  the  Christian  rock, 
Coslestial  brightness  beaming  on  his  breast. 
He  saw  the  star,  and  worshipp'd  in  the  East. 


(0    Sir  William   Jones.      One    of    the  Judges   of  thft 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Gg3 
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lliou  too,  Oct  AVI  us,  that  dread  hour  must  feel. 
Nor  eloquence,  nor  wit,  nor  patriot  zeal. 
Nor  piety  sincere  without  the  show. 
Nor  every  grace  Pierian  pow'rs  bestow  C90 

From  pure  Ilyssus,  and  the  Latian  shore. 
What  Swift,  or  great  Erasmus  felt  before. 
May  save  thee ! — yet,  yet  long,  so  friendship  calls, 
Alay  guardian  angels  hover  round  the  walls. 
Where  love  and  virtue  fix  their  blest  abode, 
Friend  of  thy  country,  servant  of  thy  God  !  {v) 

OcTAvius  yes,  it  is,  it  shall  be  mine. 
With  praise  appropriate  (r)  still  to  grace  my  line; 


(r)  In  this  political  and  depressing  period,  it  is  some  comfort 
to  divert  the  attention  for  a  moment  to  such  characters  of 
literary  aud  poetical  excellence  as  The  Rev.  William  Mason, 
and  Sir  William  Jones;  and  to  be  able  to  add  my  own  Octavius. 
OcTAVius  OpTiMUS,   are  the  legitimate  words  of  Horace. 

AVith  an  allowance  for  the  partiality  of  friendship,  (and  who 
that  ever  felt  such  an  affection  will  refuse  to  grant  it?)  and 
with  sorrow  that  noa;  he  must  neither  be  understood  nor  named, 
I  assert  with  truth,  that  Octavius  is  formed  to  move  amon^j 
the  highest  and  the  foremost  in  the  State,  though  contented 
and  submitting  to  act  in  a  station,  certainly  not  without  honour, 
y€t  inadequate   to   his   faculties.      ''  Exornet  oetatis  nostra 
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To  mark  where  Genius  soars,  beyond  control!. 


(x)  It  is  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  think,  that  all  the  books 
which  are  absolutely  required  to  strengthen,  exalt,  purify,  and 
inform  the  understanding,  and  consequently  to  correct  and 
enlarge  the  aflcctions  and  the  heart,  are  of  easy  access  and  of 
easy  price.  With  the  luxury  of  learning  and  the  modern 
elegance  of  types  and  paper,  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but 
earnestly  to  deprecate  all  needless  extravagance^  and  brilliant 
Jolly  in  nev:  publications^  if  thoy  are  designed  to  be  of  service 
to  the  world,  and  to  be  purchased. 

The  august  and  sublime  monuments  of  religion  and  of  genius 
may  be  adorned  vvithout  blame,  or  rather  with  great  commen- 
dation. When  the  Bible,  Shakspeare,  and  Milton  appear  in 
all  the  splendour  of  typographic  art,  and  with  the  magnificence 
of  decoration  from  the  pencil,  who  does  not  feel  a  secret  pride  in 
the  honour  reflected  on  the  discerning  liberality  of  his  country? 
Such  books  may  be  considered  as  typographical  pictures  of 
eminent  ariisfs.  Pictures  however  are  not  necessary  for  the 
closet  of  a  student;  but  they  are  designed  to  adorn  the  museums 
of  a  nation  or  an  university,  and  to  dignify  the  repositories  of 
the  opulent  and  patrician  literati.  Atticus  is  magnificent  in 
such  patronage,  though  Rutilus  may  incur  some  censure. 
This  is  a  noble  and  laudable  use  of  the  superfluity  of  Avealth; 
and  it  is  also  political  in  (he  highest  degree.  In  times  like 
these,  men  of  talents  and  genius,  when  unemployed  and  lot  loose 
upon  the  world,  become  too  frequently  the  pests  of  society, 
and  the  canker  worms  of  the  comnnmity. 

It  is  indeed  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep,  and  to  discern  the 
peculiar  use  of  every  blessing.  In  all  our  actions  Ave  should 
have  a  view  to  the  stability  of  society,  and  of  wsll-regulatcd 
government.  It  becomes  us  all  to  observe  and  separate  the 
essential  and  unvarying  laws  of  order  from  the  principles  of 
confusion,  and  the  dictates  of  sound  sense  from  the  wilduess 

G  g  4  of 
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"With  Mahtuan  judgment  and  the  Theban  soul; 
Correct,  majestic,  copious,  full,  and  strong,     701 


of  ungOTcrned  fancy,  and  of  presumptuous  intellect.  Thus 
may  the  grand  end  and  aim  at  last  be  eflPccicd;  and  wc  may,  by 
choice  and  conviction,  turn  from  It/ing  vanities  to  the  spirit  of 
truth  and  of  life.     (1797.) 

(?/)  *  The  advice  of  Octavius  is  good,  but  not  applicable  to  a 
nian  so  insignificant  as  his  friend.  But  to  men  of  knowledge 
and  of  abili<y  in  every  department  of  life  it  is  of  deep 
importance.  I  lament  and  am  indignant,  when  I  (Innk  of  such 
a  scholar  as  Dr.  Parr,  and  the  waste  of  crtidiiion  auu  talents. 
Let  him  stand  for  a  genus. 

"  Knowledge  alone  is  not  our  proper  happiness:  men  of 
deep  research  and  of  curious  enquiry  should  just  be  put  in 
mind,  not  to  mistake  zchat  they  are  doing.^'  But  we  may  all 
remember,  that  as  the  love  of  letters  may  make  us  unsociable, 
so  the  love  of  society  may  make  us  illiterate. 

The  wane  of  discretion  and  prudence  has  ruined  more  raea 
of  learning  and  genius  than  the  time  would  allow  me  to 
mention.  V/ithoig^kis  sobriety  of  intellect  nothing  is  strong, 
Hothiiig  is  great.  Without  this  prudence,  without  this  discern- 
ment of  lime  and  circumstance,  and  the  habit  of  regularity^ 
without  an  attention  to  i\\c  decencies  of  society  and  of  common 
life,  and  of  the  principlt'S  by  which  all  men,  however  gifted, 
must  indiscriminatily  be  conducted,  all  our  attainments  are 
nothing  wjrth:  they  will  never  procure  us  esteem  nor  respecta- 
bility aviiong  men.  The  world  will  but  smile  at  such  scholars; 
and  ministers,  when  called  upon  to  promote  them,  will  tell 
you  not  without  reason,   "•'  they  are  not  producible.''^** 

*  See  paje  460  for  the  liue  to  which  this  note  refers. 
**  These  were  the  words  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  such 
an  occasion,  when  he  was  Prime  Minister  in  George  the  Se- 
cond's 
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111  arts,  in  arms,  in  eloquence,  or  song; 


Let  me  give  two  passages  on  this  subject,  one  from  Milton, 
the  ofhcr  from  Dr.  Johnson,  variously  applicable  and  of  deepest 
consequence. 

"  lie  who  reads 
Incessantly,  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 
A  Sjiiritand  judgment  equal  or  superior. 
Uncertain  and  unsettled  still  remains, 
Deep  versed  in  books,  and  shallow  m  himself, 
Crude  or  intoxicate,  collecting  toys, 
As  children  gaiheriug  pebbles  on  the  shore.'* 

P.  II.  b.  4.  T.  322. 
To  men  of  genius  (as  at  least  they  are  called)  Dr.  Johnson 
gave  this  solemn  admonition:  "  This  relation  (of  the  life  of 
"  Savage)  will  not  be  wholly  without  it's  use,  if  those  who, 
"  in  confideuceof  superior  capacities  or  atudnments,  disregard 
"  the  common  maxims  of  life,  shall  be  rcmiuded  that  nothin" 
"  zcill  supply  the  zcatit  of  prudence,  and  that  negligence  and 
**  irregularity,  long  continued,  will  make  knoxcledge  useless^ 
*'  Zi'it  ridiculous,   and  genius  contemptible.^^ 

*'  Deign  on  the  passing  world  to  cast  thine  eyes, 
*'  And  pause  axchile  from  letters,  to  be  wise." 
(j/^)  *  No  factions  ever  proceeded  to  attempt  ^  iievolutios 
in  any  counti^y,  but  first  under  the  pretence  and  through  the 
Medium  of  a  Reform.     We  have  been  told  with  effrontery 

and 

cond's  reign.  They  were  spoken  of  A  man,  whose  genius, 
eloquence,  talents,  and  erudition  honoured  and  supported  the 
Church  of  England.     And  he  x::as  not  promoted, 

*  Sec  page  4G7  for  the  line  to  which,  this  not«  refers. 
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Still  proud  to  vindicate  unseen^  unknown. 


and  wifli  falsliood,  that  the  Constitution  of  England  exists 
only  in  <ho  iiuagination  ;  yet  wc  may  read  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
'J'he  (act  is  (his.  Modem  framors  of  political  constitutions  will 
nevi  r  be  satisfied,  till  they  arc  laid  down  like  tlic  elements  of 
mathematics  in  the  manner  of  Kuclid.  Definitions,  axioms, 
]iostuIatcs,  primary  propositions,  and  subsequent  propositions, 
built  upon  and  proved  by  the  preceding,  with  corollaries  and 
deductions. 

One  strange  writer,  (perhaps  it  is  the  first  timo  the  reader 
ever  heard  of  him)  says,  "  a  Constitution  must  be  produced 
entire,  and  at  the  same  time:  it  tnusi  be  simple  in  it's  con- 
struction, and  PEKFECT  in  all  it^s  parts/' ^  I  had  fondly 
thought  that  Lord  Bacon  had  distinguished  the  works  of 
jiaturc  from  those  of  art,  in  that  masterly  and  memorable 
sentence,  "  Natura  omnium  partium  rudimenta  simul  parit  et 
procreat."+  I  suppose  a  political  Constitution  is  the  work  of 
human  art.  Indeed  if  Mr.  Malkiii  were  describing  a  perfect 
poem,  epic  or  tragic,  he  could  not  have  expressed  himself 
more  critically. 

Thus  it  is,  that  our  prcstMit  theoretical  writers  sport  with 
man  and  his  passions.  They  certainly  consider  iisall-As  passive 
machines,  and  they  apply  thc?r  lazes,  with  as  much  cool 
indiflVrcnccto  their  fellow-creatures,  and  with  as  little  feeling, 

as 

*  Malkin's  Essays  on  Civilization,  8vo.  (1795)  p.  12*2, 
+  Bacon  de  Augra.  Scicut. 
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The  State,  the  Laws,  the  Altar,  and  the  Throne, 


as  they  would  apply  the  cixc^  or  any  mechanical  instrument,  to 
lop  a  tree  or  to  raise  a  weight.  Their  systems  uniformly 
proceed  on  this  principle;  they  never  vary,  and  mercy  is  not 
in  all  (heir  thoughts.  There  is  no  allowance  for  human  frailty, 
no  revision  of  judgment:  man  has  oftended,  and  he  must  die 
the  death.  Gaossius  hajc  Rhadamanthus  habet  purissima. 
REGNA.  We  have  all  seen  and  felt,  zohat  the  revolutionary 
principle  is. 

*'  In  («)  the  present  state  of  civil  society,  and  of  political 
order  so  wisely  established,  so  vigorously  maintained,  and  so 
honourably  recommended  in  this  still  flourishing,  opulent,  and 
powerful  kingdom,  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  the  emotion  of  the 
breast,  and  the  indignation  of  the  understanding  at  the 
nefarious  and  desolating  principles  of  modern  philosophy  and 
political  theories.  The  arms,  the  instruments,  and  the  agents 
are  before  us,  and  are  now  fully  understood.  It  was  the 
strong  language  of  Cicero;  "  Demonstro  vitia;  tollite: 
"  denuncio  vim,  arraa;  rcmovete."(i)  We  would  recover 
the  health  which  is  gone,  and  the  soundness  which  is  lost. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  they  may  both  be  recovered;  but  we 
muit  all  strive,  in  our  several  capacities,  to  direct  the  vessel  of 
the  public  mind,  and  of  the  national  understanding,  iu  a 
straight  and  undeviating  course;  or,  as  it  is  well  expressed  in 

one 

(a)  "  Inthe&c."  This  passage  to  page  459  at  the  corres- 
ponding mark,"  is  taken  from  a  Note  in  the  Poem  called 
"  The  Shade  of  Pope  ;"  to  bring  my  sentiments  on  this  great 
subject  into  one  poipt  of  view  before  the  reader. 

(i)  Cic.  Philipp.  1.  Sect.  10. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Here  close  the  strain  j  and  o'er  your  studious  hour 


«»ne  of  the  Orphic  fragments  prcscrTcd  by  Clemens,  (c)  l&;vji> 

In  the  sublime  but  often  fanciful  theology,  or  as  I  would 
rather  term  it,  the  Thconomy^  exhibited  iu  the  Timaeus  of 
Plato,  and  more  fully  in  the  commentary  of  Proclus,  his 
animated  rival,  we  read  of  the  Eyxocr/viwt  0£ct,  or  superintending 
mundane  deities.  I  would  not  insist  upon  the  imaginary 
TJsions  of  any  man,  however  great;  but  in  the  way  of 
adop/aliotij  they  have  often  a  force  and  analogy,  which  is 
neither  unpleasing  nor  unfruitful.  I  am  sure  the  present 
modern  philosophical  writers,  such  as  Condorcet  and  his 
niongrel  disciples  in  England,  Godwin  and  others,  have  no 
pretensions  to  the  reverence  of  mankind,  as  mundane  deities. 
Their  aim  is  not  to  exalt  the  soul  of  man,  but  to  depress  and 
degrade  it  to  the  beast,  or  in  Sir  Thomas  More's  indignant 
language,   "  ad  pecuini  corpusculi  vilitatem."  (d) 

It  is  remarkable  that  Sir  Thomas  More,  in  his  Republic  of 
Utopia,  declared  that  a  person  who  entertained  and  professed 
such  sentiments  as  the  modern  philosophy  holds  forth  and 
inculcates,  was  not  worthy  to  be  numbered  among  rational 
men?  much  less  to  be  enrolled  among  the  Citizens.  Ilis  reason 
"Was  this;  that  a  contempt  of  all  laws  and  of  all  institutions 
was  a  necessary  consequence  of  such  opinions,  when  uncon- 
trolled.    His  words  are  remarkable:    "  Ilium  ne  hominum 

"  quidem 

(<•)  Clement.   Alcxandrin.  L.   5.   p.  443,    Ed.   Ludg.  Bat. 
1616. 
(d)  Mori  Utopia,  L.  2. 
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May  truth  preside^  and  virtue's  holiest  pow'r. 


quidem  ducant  namero,  tantuin  abcst  iit  inter  Gives  ponant^ 
quorum  iostituta  moresqiie,  si  per  meturn  liceat^  omnes  floc- 
sifacturiis  sit."*  Now  we  have  IWcd  to  see,  that /ear  hus  not 
restrained  such  Citizens  as  Mr.  Godwin  and  others;  and  they 
have  accordingly  vilificdj  set  at  nought,  and  held  out  to 
contempt  the  laws,  the  religion,  the  manners,  and  the 
institutions  of  their  country,  which  defends  and  protects 
them,  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Thomas  Merc. 
Such  Citizens  maintain  the  doctrines  of  dissolution,  not  of 
compact;  and  we  see  the  frame  and  body  of  Society  dropping 
into  pieces  member  after  member,  when  the  principle  of 
continuity  is  withdrawn.  '•  Nigidium  vidi;  Cratippura  cog- 
novi."t 

Men  of  the  greatest  minds  and  of  the  widest  intellectual  view, 
have,  perhaps  too  frequently,  indulged  themselves  in  forming 
Utopian  Republics,  and  have  often  unadvisedly  dwelt  too 
much  upon  the  unavoidable  evils  of  Society.  Such  pure 
spirits  are  naturally  offended  with  every  species  of  evil.  But 
when  such  men,  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  sufler  their  minds  to  be 
amused  (I  fear  it  is  but  an  amusement  at  best)  with  speculative 
or  imaginary  political  excellence,  or  rather  with  the  dreams  of 
perfection,  how  different  are  their  principles,  and  the  result  of 
their  thoughts,  from  those  of  sciolists  and  sophists.  We  all 
regret  the  loss  of  that  Republic,  which  the  genius  of  Cicero 
had  constructed.  There  are  indeed  a  few  noble  fragments  ef 
the  building,  preserved  by  Lactantius,  Macrobius,  and 
Augustine;  though  the  plan  of  the  entire  edifice  by  the  hand 
of  that   cousummate    practical    Statesman    and    experienced 

Philosopher, 

*  Mori  Utopia,  Lib.  2.  p.  234.  Ed.  Glasg.  1750. 
+  Cicero  ia  Timaeo,  Fragm.  de  Universitate,  Sect,  1. 
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From  that  bright  source,  whence  bliss  celestial 
springs. 


Pliilosopher,   cannot  be  traced  from  the  remains.     I  bcliexe  ho 
^oiild  have  corrected  many  of  the  errors  of  Plato. 

But  it  is  not  without  it's  use  to  compare,  (if  wc  hare 
leisure,  and  as  far  as  we  may  compare  theui)  the  work  of  the 
sublimest  Heathen  Philosopher  with  that  of  the  Christian 
Statesman  Sir  Thomas  More,  f  speak  upon  the  whole;  for  I 
am  sensible  of  their  errors,  particularly  in  the  Athenian;  yet 
when  we  think  of  Plato,  we  must  not  forget  the  state  of  the 
Heathen  world  antecedent  to  Christianity.  But  nevertheless, 
these  great  men  proceeded  upon  the  true  dignity  of  the  human 
Blind,  when  undebased  by  vice;  and  bottomed  their  opinions* 
upon  the  most  solid  science.  Their  views  were  large,  com- 
prehensive, connected:  they  knew  the  nature  and  the  state 
of  man;  and  they  saw  what  it  would  admit,  and  what  it  would 
not  bear.  When  they  proposed  some  amendment,  or  some 
institution  which  did  not  then  exist,  it  was  in  the  way  of 
suggestion,  and  not  of  dogmatical  imposition.  They  never 
moved  through  thcstate,  with  the  sword  and  the  scythe  in  their 
hands.     What  they  saw,  was  with  the  eye  of  a  well-instructed 

mind,  long  prepared  by  study  and  exercised  in  discernment. 

..q 

These  persons,  in  their  generations,  were  indeed  among  the 
superintending  mundane  dei;ics  of  their  country.  Not  so  the 
modern  Directors  of  human  affairs;  though  they  aspire  to  be 
thought,  and  to  act,  as  the  gods  of  this  nether  world.  They 
would  sit  with  the  thunderbolt  in  their  hands,  and  the  storms 
under  their  feet:  yet  even  Mythology  condemns  them,  and 
points  to  her  Salmoneus.  But  we  stand  not  on  the  ground  of 
farblc:  for  what  is  the  most  extended  and  the  most  desolating 
power  of  t^ Tannic  and  of  rampant  wickedness  on  the  earth,  for 

"a  few 


459 

Rising  serene  with  healin^r  in  their  winjrs! 


a  few  days  or  a  few  years,  before  Him  ^'  wlio  (for  his  own 
''  inscrutable  purposes)  putteth  down  and  sctteth  up,  and 
*'  ALONE  RULETH  in  the  kingdoms  of  men!" 

The  cortsideration  of  these  modern  philosophers  offers  also 
the  strongest  argument  for  the  vigorous  and  unremitting  pro- 
secution of  zcell  directed  study,  in  all  the  public  seats  of 
education  in  these  kingdoms.  Plato  declared,  that  one  of  the 
causes  of  atheism  is,  "  a  certain  ignorance  very  grievous, 
which  notwithstanding  has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest 
Avisdom."  ((/)  This  apparent  wisdom  must  be  combated  and 
orerthrown  by  reason  and  erudition:  the  fallacy  must  be 
pointed  out,  and  the  effect  and  end,  when  perfected^  shcwni 
to  be  DEATH  moral,  mental,  and  political. 

lam  confident  that  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
will  be  still  found  to  be  the  best  and  most  solid  bulwarks  (I 
trust  not  the  only  ones)  of  true  science,  and  of  the  legitimate 
cultivation  of  the  understanding,  if  they  adhere  to  their 
original  principles  ;  but  not  otherzoise.  By  this  method  of 
reasoning,  I  should  conceire,  that  the  works  of  Hooker, 
Pearson,   Stillingfleet,    and   Barrow,    (dd)   have  been  lately 

reprinted 

(d)  Aju«S»»   ju.aA.»  x,^Xz7!m   ^okhj-o.  £*yon  jUEynrxn  (ffovriO-K*   1  i3,tO  ue 

Leg.  L.  10. 

(dd)  If  I  were  to  select  any  single  theological  volumes 
of  the  most  profound  and  instructive  reasoning,  the  most 
sublime  piety,  and  of  the  most  solid  and  extensive  erudi- 
tion, I  should,  upon  settled  conviction,  name  the  Discourses 
or  Sermons  of  Dr.  Butler,  Bishop  of  Durham,  Author 
of  "  the  Analogy  of  Religion  Natural  and  Revealed  to 
the    Constitution    and    Course    of    Nature,"    (who,    as    a 

consummate 
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Teprinfcc!    at  the  Clarendon  press  of  the  university  of  Oxford, 

■with  singular  judgnicnf  and  trnc  discernment  of  the  time.  They 

have  been  sent  forth  again  into   the   world,    "   rejoicing   liko 

"  giants,    to    ran    their    course."  We   are   in  general    either 

destroyed,    or   lost,    or    warped,    or    led    astray,     for    want 

of     tlie    primal    (|)    knowledge.       I    speak    not     here    of 

the   great    incontrovertible   abstract  sciences    of    the   mathe- 

maticks,    and   of  natural    philosophy   founded    on   a   severe 

and  sublime  geometry :    these  cannot    be    disputed.      But  I 

am  speaking  of  the   moral  cultivation  of  the  understanding, 

that  the  frame  and  good  order  of  religion   and    government 

may  be    slill    supported  in  these  realms,    by    a    succession 

of  young  men  well    educated,  and  judiciously  conducted    in 

the  paths  of  erudition  :    that  they  may  not  begin  their  course 

with    a    foolish,    undiscerning   generosity,    or  with    a   false, 

accommodating  liberality   of  sentiment,   and  then  at  last  end 

their  life  with  a  selfish  and  malicious  prudence. 

An 

consummate  scholar  once  observed  to  me,  understood  the 
human  nature,  as  God  originally  created  it,  better  perhaps 
than  any  man  ever  diJ;)  and  the  Discourses  of  Dr.*  Ogden, 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Balguy,***  Prtbendary  of  AVinchester,  and 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Powell,  t  Master  of  St.  John's  College  in 
Cambridge. 

(J)  The  words  of  Plato  are  worthy  ef  observation.    ITfoj 

tfeTOJf,    oT«y    TIcXiTEtai    xaxo*    x«k    Aoyot    >caT«    roXsJ?    jJ'ta     xa»    dnjxocrnx. 

■reevfri  xanoi  TravTEj  U  xccnot.  nv  caTmriov  ju.ev  ryj  (pvTivovTCic  /xaAXov 
It  ^T£t»»p.£/5^,  Koci  Ta,-  t^-^cyTK?,  Twn  Tp£iSo|M,=va)y.  Plato  in  Timaeo. 
p.  87.  Vol.  3.  Ed.  Scrrani. 

*  Now  all  collected  in  one  volume. 

***  Printed  (or  L.  ])avis,  Jiondon  1785,  in  one  volume, 

-t-  Ditto,  in  1786,  in  one  volume. 
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Though  not  as  Jones  subhme,  as  Bryant  great;  710 


An  acute  and  intelligent  obsei'Tcr  of  history  once  inscribed 
a.  most  valuable  work  (*)  in  these  emphatic  words: 

'*  To  the  Hope  tf  England,  it's  Young  Gentry,  is  dedicated, 
the  Glory  of  it,  it's  Ancient  Statesmen;  a  renowned  Ancestry, 
to  an  honourable  Posterity." 

I  wish  to  see  these  words  continued,  and  embodied  with 
strength  and  energy  in  Great  Britain ;  her  laws  will  never  abhor 
such  a  perpetuity. 

I  have  often,  when  discoursing  on  education,  dwelt  with 
peculiar  earnestness  on  the  dignity  an<J  wisdom  of  the  Greek 
writers  in  almost  every  department  of  science,  poetry, 
philoscph)^,  politicks,  and  morality.  I  think  I  have  ob- 
served, that  the  modern  political  theorists,  who  are  either 
not  versed  in  them  at  all,  or  but  superficially,  and  who 
therefore  hold  them  in  contempt,  have  generally  wandered  the 
widest  and  the  wildest  in  these  days  of  confusion,  distraction, 
and  convulsion.  Aristotle,  Plato,  and  Thucydides,  to  men- 
tion no  others,  well  knew  what  was  the  tyrannical  nature  of  a 
democracy,  and  all  its  appendages.  None  have  more  strongly 
or  more  justly  characterized  and  depicted  it;  none  have  held  it 
.ont  to  greater  reprobation  and  abhorrence.  They  teach  us 
alternately  by  reason,  and  by  example. 

The  writings  of  these  great  men  have  a  perpetual  youth, 
^jike  the  sun,  their  light  is  always  new,  yet  ahvays  the  same  ; 
the  source  of  mental  life,  health,  vigour,  cliearfiilncss,  and 
fecundity:  it  guided  our  forefathers,  and  it  will  guide  us  if 
we  attend  to  it.     The  Commcnfator,    or   rather  the  animated 

rival 

(*)  State  Worthies;  from  the  Hcformati.in  to  the  Uevolu- 
iion,  by  David  Lloyd  :  republished  by  Charles  Wbiiworth, 
1'?^.  iu  two  volumes. 

II  h 
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rival   of  Plato,   has  words   which,   on  such  a   subject,   it  is 
neither   unnatural  nor  improper    to    produce   and  to  adapt. 

0*vo;^OEt    ai/TOK  »i    Hb>).      Tov  oA.ov  akrSnTOv  Kot|u.9v    opi)o-»v'    UTfiVroig   xat 
a)cXjVr(7*    vorijjLMai    ^fuifxivot,    v\n}5<7i    to.    Travra     T>5f    ^n/^tapytxJij    auTaiv 

rrfovoix;,        Zurcmv     avTOij     y.ypidtv]     0:OT>);,    t))    /x;v    voncr-j    to    wp^pavToy 

These  modern  philosophers  and  politicians,  sometimes  tell 
us  sneering,  and  in  scorn,  that  the  code  of  Christians  is  the 
codi;  of  cquulifi/ :  and  they  have  attempted  to  shew  this  more 
than  once.  But  surely  wc  may  ask  ;  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
cq[uality  held  forth  in  the  Christian  Scriptures?  Is  it  not  the 
equality  of  the  creatures  before  the  Creator?  the  equality  of 
men  before  God,  and  not  before  each  other?  They  every 
where  speak  of  the  political  distinctions  and  ranks  in  society: 
they  ordain  tribute  to  be  paid  to  whom  tribute  is  due,  custom 
to  whom  custom,  honour  to  whom  honour;  and  they  describe 
all  laicful  power,  as  derived  from  God.  The  great  Founder 
of  it  himself  acknowledged  the  image  and  superscription  of 
Ca;sar:  his  Apostles  declared  the  gradations  of  power,  dele- 
gated by  authority:  and  they  inculcate  submission  to  the 
ordinances  of  man,  for  the  Lord's  sake;  to  the  Ktngj  as 
Supreme;  to  Governors  and  Magistrates,  as  unto  thorn  who 
are  sent  by  him.  Is  this  the  political  equality  of  the  boasted 
deliverers  or  oppressors  of  the  world?  How  long  shall  m'C 
suffer  the  tyrant,  the  blasphemer,  the  disorganizing  sophist, 
to  triumph  and  to  deceive  us? 

When  indeed  the  modern  systems  are  delineated,  and  the 
chart  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  laid  out  in  departments,   I 

would 


(/)  Procli.  Coiunicnt.  in  TimKum  Platonis,  L.  5;  p.  334. 
Ed.  Basil.  1534. 
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Till  Reason's  beams  dissolve  in  perfect  day. 


would  again  aslc,  What  is  the  picture?  What  are  the  objccfs? 
Are  the  things  recommended  and  enforced,  either  true,  or 
honest,  or  just,  or  pure,  or  lovely,  or  of  good  report?  Is 
there  any  thing  to  be  found  and  felt,  but  insolent  domination, 
sanguinary  and  unrelenting  ordinances,  and  the  tyrannical 
suppression  and  ovefthrow  of  every  existing  institution? 
Throughout  the  whole  of  their  systems,  Is  there  any  virtue, 
or  any  praise,  or  any  motive,  Avhich  the  good  can  approve, 
and  the  wise  ratify:" 

In  this  present  time  we  must  never  for  a  moment  forget,  that 

THE  OBJECT  OF  FrAVCE,  rUOM  HER  FIRST  REVOLUTION,  HAS 
BEEV,    AND  IS,    TO  CHANGE  THE  GOVERNMENT  IN  EVERY  StATE 

IN  Europe,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  world  which 

SHE  CAN  pervade,  OR  INFLUENCE. 

Wide  o'er  the  trembling  nations  from  afar. 
Sec  Gallia  breathes  the  living  cloud  of  war; 
And  where  the  deluge  bursts  with  sweepy  sway, 
Their  arms,  their  kings,  their  gods  are  roll'd  away! 
Look  in  Germany,  in  Belgium,   in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  iu 
Spain,   in,  Egypt,  in  the  isles  of  tlic  Eastern  or  of  the  ^V'esteru 
Archipelago  ;  cast  your  view,  broad  and  unrestrained,  from  the 
dominions  of  the   Porte    to   the   banks  of   the    Ohio    or   the 
Missisippi,  not  a  state,  not  a  fortn-ss,   not  a  work,  not    a 
fragment  of  nature  or  of  art,  not  a  cliff,   not  a  torrent,  not  a 
precipice,  but  has  felt  the  shock  and  impulse  of  revolutisnary 
terror.     Abrjifui  ahi/ssum  invocatl    One  deep  has  called  upon 
another,   the  winds  have  blown  the  signal  of  encounter,   and 
the  cataracts  are  roaring  and  conllicting;   or  in  the  resounding 
language  «f  the  poet  of  Panopnlisj* 

BpvTocin  ra-uoa^oj   eoo^icesv  ouopioj  y)X<^  • 

*  Noa.ra«,  Dlony?.  Lib.  41.  v.  81.  p.  1059.  Edit.  Hanov. 

16 '0. 

K  h  i 
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Prepar'd  to  prove  (/)  in  Senate,  or  the  Hall, 


I  must  claim  excuse  and  indulgence  for  my  expressions,  if 
indocd  it  can  be  required  at  an  hour  like  the  present.  My 
mind  is  cither  borne  down,  or  hurried  away  with  the  terrors 
of  impending  desolation,  the  overthrow,  or  the  confusion  of 
fixed,  regulated,  estaliUshcd  government.  My  sensations  ar© 
solitary;  but  they  are  deep.     Tw  ■^vx'nv  ^a  ^»Ep;(^:T«»  ^o^iipMot,. 

I  have  indeed  the  consolation  of  aflcctionate  and  honourable 
friendship,  and  I  am  not  without  the  approval  of  a  few  who 
are  wise  and  good:  but  I  cannot  say,  that  "  in  my  life  time 
I  have  had  too  much  of  noise  and  compliment. +"  I  have 
risen  in  silence;  and  in  peace  and  privacy  it  is  my  desire  to  set, 
and  to  depart.  Cut  can  any  of  us  sec  what  wc  have  seen, 
and  not  labour  to  avert  it  from  our  own  country?  If  I 
could  conceive  a  man  of  less  political  significance  than 
myself,  (not  from  my  endeavours,  but  from  my  situation,)  I 
w  ould  call  even  on  him  for  assistance.  But  I  would  also  add 
still  more  fervently,  that  if  all  and  each  of  us,  who  fed  the 
time,  and  the  power  of  these  days  of  darkness  and  of  desolating 
tyranny,  can  be  persuaded  in  the  spirit  of  seriousness  and  of 
temperate  national  piety,  "  to  otfer  up  prayers  and  suppli- 
cations,  with  strong  cries  uiilo  IIim,  w  no  is  yet  able  to 
SAVE  us  VKOM  death;"  who  knows,  but  that  "  We  may  -jet" 
be  heard,  in  that  wc  have  feared?" 

The 

f  An  expression  in  the  affecting  Will  of  the  Rt.  IJ.  Edmund 
Burke.  What  declaration,  what  testimony,  what  experience 
will  convince  us  of  the  "  Vera  bona,  atqueillis  multum  diversa, 
Tcmota  erroris  nebula  ?" 
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That  states  by  learning  rise,  by  learning  fall ; 


^he  object^  the  undiverted  object  of  France  is  the  over- 
throw OF  England!  Nos  Nostuaque,  the  form  of  our 
government,  the  fundamental  laics,  and  the  principles  hj/ 
Tchich  properti/  is  acknoicledged,  and  secuiied.  These  have 
been  attacked  by  assault,  by  storm,  by  breach,  by  sedition,  by 
the  arms  of  ribaldry,  of  obscenity,  of  blasphemy.  At  one 
time  they  open  upon  iis  the  floodgates  of  treason  and  madness, 
at  another  they  sap  tlie  foundation  by  a  circuitous  stream  wind- 
ing and  working  unperceived.  We  appeal  to  facts  and  actions, 
not  to  promises  and  declarations.  Thci/  knozo  that  a  Revolution 
can  alone  be  effected  by  the  intrigues  and  cabals  of  political 
Reformers:  there  is  no  other  mode.  I  speak  not  of  conquest 
by  war. 

A  State  may  prove  bankrupt;  but  I  would  inculcate  one 
trulh  with  pccujiar  earnestness,  namely  that,  A  uevolution  is 

XOT    THE    NECESSARY    CONSEQUENCE   OF    IJANKUUPTCY.       I  view 

with   fear  the  finances  of  Great  Britain,    but  not  without  a 
rational  hope  of  final,   though  tardy  restoration.*     The  pro- 
posal 

*  In  the  year  1740,  Lord  Bolingbroke  wrote  to  Sir  W, 
Wyndham  on  the  state  of  public  affairs,  during  the  Secession 
from  Parliament. 

"  The  British  Constitution  of  Government  is  at  a  great 
CRISIS,  7chich  must  turn  either  to  life  or  death.  The  disease 
cannot  be  long  borne.  God  knows  whether  the  remedies  can.'* 
Coxfc's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  Correspondence, 
vol.  3.  p.  351.  Fifty  eight  years  have  passed  since  this  was 
written.  The  state  of  the  National  Debt  at  that  period,  and 
the  danger  of  Jacobilistn,  may  be  compared  with  the  burthen 
of  the  present  tinie^  and  the  horrors  of  French  Jacobinism. 
H  h  3  The 
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posal  of  Reform  is  my  specific  apprehension.  I  would 
strenuously  resist  all  the  proi)osers  of  Reform ;  Mr.  Pitt 
formerly,  and  Mr,  Grey  at  present.  I  confess  I  never  could 
understand  the  great  Lord  Chatham's  celebrated  expression  of 
"  infusing  a  portion  of  tiew  health  into  the  constitution,  to 
cn;!bIo  it  to  bear  it's  infirmities."  Junius  (in  his  very  last 
letter)  calls  it  "  brilliant  and  full  of  intrinsic  \visdoni."  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  but  false  glitter,  and  full  of  intrinsic 
nonsense,  when  applied  politically.  It  is  the  mere  rage  of 
metaphor :  it  is  to  call  the  mind  a  sheet  of  white  paper,  till 
at  last  we  arc  brought  to  think  the  resemblance  to  be  the,  very 

thins: 


The  present  Secedcrs  from  Parliament  will  do  well  to  consider 
their  predecessors  in  this  ridiculous,  or  rather  wicked,  scheme. 
Bolingbroke,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  says; 
*'  The  Jacobite  party  in  Britain  is  an  un-organized  lump  of 
*'  inert  matter,  zci/Jiout  a  principle  of  iife  or  action  in  it, 
*'  capable  of  moizY/A?/ perhaps,  but  more  capable  of  (//i7A77/////?/, 
*^  and  utterly  void  oj  i^pontaneous  motion.''^* 

If  it  were  possible  to  describe  a  party  by  it's  opjjosite 
qualities,  how  curious  and  fearful  is  it  to  contrast  the  Jacobite 
Party  with  the  modern  French  Jacobin  h\iction  in  Great 
Britain.  Whatever  be  it's  size  or  dimensions,  it  is  nothing  but 
organization^  quick  mailer.^  life  and  action^  immobility  i» 
principle,  full  of  spontaneous  motion^   one  and  individbk'. 

Sic  furiis  Caci  mens  efft-ra;   nee  quid  inausum 
Aat  intractatum  scelerisve  dolive  I    ( 1798.) 

»  Coxe's  Memoirs.  "Vol.  3.  p.  555. 
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thing  signified.     The  use  of  metaphor  is  to  illustrate,  not  to 
prove. 

Government,  take  It  in  any  of  it's  complex  forms,  can  be 
carried  on  but  in  three  ways :  by  unsullied  principle  and 
undeviating  virtue  in  the  Governors,  and  perhaps  in  the 
people;  by  force  and  terror;  or  by  mitigated  law  and  influ- 
ence. Who  does  not  wish  for  the  first?  Who  expects  to  sees 
it  ?  In  states  highly  civilized,  the  mixed  mode  of  law  and 
influence,  on  the  minds  of  free  agents,  appears^tome  the  only 
mode  in  which  tranquillity,  security,  and  general  happiness 
can  be  tolerably  preserved,  with  the  allowance  of  human  frailty. 
I  detest  corruption,  open  or  secret,  as  much  as  any  man.  But 
when  I  see  an  assembly  formed  on  any  principles  however 
sublime,  or  deep,  or  disinterested,  I  remember  it  is  formed  of 
men.  Menander  said  long  ago;  AvOaajTroj!  U«v*i  wpoffKo-tj. 
It  is  man;   his  name  explains  the  rest. 

I  never  will  consent  to  think,  that  Government  is  a  matter 
of  perpetual  exi)eriment.  I  would  graft  new  regulations  upon 
the  eld  principles  by  a  very  gradual  removal  of  what  is  absurd, 
obsolete,  useless,  or  is  a:i  acknowledged  incumbrance.  It  was 
the  boast  of  Citizen  Lord  Stanhope,  (hat  he  would  teach  the 
Judges  law,  and  the  Bishops  religion.  I  have  no  such  ambition  : 
but  at  present  I  would  recommend  to  Charles  Abbott,  Esq.  M.P. 
the  new  Digester  of  our  Laws,  not  to  be  too  subtle  in  the 
process.  Mr.  Abbott  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  virtue, 
ability,  and  upright  conduct;  but  in  such  a  cause  the  best 
among  us  must  be  warned  of  the  danger  of  experiment. 
'O  Kc/Afo;  ofui,  v  TTHfix,  a-^x\s(r),  said  the  Father  of  Physic  in 
t-lic  depth  of  his  aphorismic  wisdom;  but  surely  caution  is  not 
timidity.     It  is  not  every  political  chemist  who  can  throw  off 

11  h  4  into 
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Into  his  work  the  spirit  of  legislation,   unmingled  witli   the 
grosser  dregs  and  feculence  of  the  mass. 

Let  us  nozi\  and  at  all  times,  be  vigilant  with  determinate 
courage.  AVe  know,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  zcbat 
freedom,  wJiat  equality  of  pozccr  among  the  citizens^  what 
fraternity,  what  comfort,  what  happiness,  and  what  security- 
France  has  offered  and  given  to  all  countries,  which  hare 
either  bowed  voluntarily,  or  have  been  subjected,  to  her 
tyranny. 

Take  Cicero's  expressions.  As  to  themselves;  "  Licet,  quod 
videtur,  publicum  judicare;  quod  judicaverint,  vendere." 
As  to  other  nations,  friend  or  foe;  "  Perspici  non  potest, 
utrum  severitas  acerbior,  an  bcnignitas  qua*stuosior  sit." 
Such  are  the  words  in  that  elaborate  and  consummate  Oration 
by  Cicero  on  the  Agrarian  Law,  which  every  man  would  do 
well  to  read  and  con-idcr  in  the  original,  or  in  a  translation; 
for  it  is  peculiarly  pertinent  to  the  present  time. 

When  Demosthenes  raised^his  mighty  voice  against  a  decree 
proposed  by  Aristocrates,  he  bespoke  the  attention  of  liis 
audience  as  to  a  private  man,  who  had  neither  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  state,  nor  influence  from  his  connections. 
He  bespoke  their  favour  on  this  ground;  for  he  thought  the 
interest  of  Athens   was   alone    a   sufficient  plea.     Evuloo)  h^^ 

Tiiv  evo;^;^avT<yy  Vfjuxq^  noi  rum  TixoXirtv^vj'jiy  xcci  7ri!T7EV0|u,;va)»  ra^' 
vfMv  oiv,  vfccyfJM  Tn^iKtnov  <p»/xi  o£j|;<v  TTEWfay/^nw.*  For  my  onu 
part  Txithout  anij  other  pretensions^  political  or  literary,   than 

tlie 

*  K3T»  Afto-ToxpTtf?.  Demosth.  Ed.  Gr.  Benenati :  1570.  p.  403. 


469 
Kor  deem  stability  on  change  to  found; 


the  love  I  feel  to  my  country,  hrr  laws,  her  religion,  her 
ordinances,  and  her  government,  and  the  labour  I  have 
exerted  to  understand  and  to  preserve  them,  I  would  earneatly 
and  affectionately  remind  my  countryra«n  in  this  perilous  and 
pressing  hour,  of  the  eloquent  words  of  Demonax  as  they  are 
fecorded  by  Lucian ;  "  Constitutions  and  doctrines  like  these 
'"'you  zcill  never  decree^  till  you  have  first  removed  or  over- 
^'  throicn  the  altar  of  mercy  1"  The  words  of  the  original 
are  full  of  dignity:  Mn  7rpoT?fov,  w  A9r;vo»o4,  -J^ri^tff-cc-Se,  av  |x»5  t& 
E.VEOY    TCV    (?a-/xoy    X5i5.:?,r,7£.  +       (1797.) 

(^)  *  A  celebrated  saying  of  the  famous  Mirabeau,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  French  revolution. 

I  would,  in  this  concluding  note,  observe  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  affection  to  my  Country,  that  in  all  the  departments 
of  society,  government,  religion,  or  literature,  the  French 
have  at  ail  times  maintained  one  unvauyixg  system  of 
DECEPTION,  when  under  the  ancient  monarchy,  or  nozo  under 
the  unrelenting  tyranny  of  their  new  republic  Their 
manner  of  reasoning  is  aud  always  has  been  sophistical ;  Ave 
are  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  misled  by  the  appearanco 
of  reason  ;  and  we  have  always  ground  for  distrust.  Take 
a  specimen  from  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
instances. 

Many  years  ago.  in  a  collection  entitled,  "  Lettres  Histo- 
riqucs  ct  Politiques,"  a  French  Statesman  used  these  words  to 
^Ir.  D'Alembeit.        "   Je  ne  veux  point  admcttre  dans  Ics 

arrets 

+   Lucian.  JX-monax.  p.  555.  Ed.  Fol.  Bourdelotii. 
*  See  page  470  for  the  verse  to  which  this  note  refers. 
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''  arrets  dc  Coiiscil  un  vrai  tn'vial,  iiiie  clarte  trop  familicrc 
'•  Je  VLUX  tin  vrai  de  recherche^  unc  clarte  elegante,  une 
*•'  naivete  fine,  toiite  brillanfc  dc  tcrnies  pompeux,  releves 
"  inopinement  de  phraSv  s  arrondics,  dc  vocatifs  intermediaircs 
"  et  d'advcrbcs  indcjlnis.''^*  Nothing  can  be  more  character- 
istic of  French  Sta(/smen.  Let  thera  at  first  be  sufficiently 
vnintelligible.^  have  their  vocat/fs  intennediaires  and  their 
advcrbes  indcfmi-^  and  thebusiness  is  done.  They  havelangiiagc 
"without  meaning,  phrases  to  blind  (he  people,  and  ideas  to 
delude  them  ;  but  when  the  scheme  is  accou)plish('d,  dndzchen 
thei/  obtairr  the  j^ozccr,  their  lungnage  becoii)es  perfectly 
intelligible. 

Next  take  an  instance  in  literature.  IMen  of  learning  have 
alvvays  had  a  proper  value  for  the  Greek  language,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  for  rac  to  state.  In  general  the  French  are 
ignorant  of  it.  Indeed  Mr.  Camus  (the  Deputy)  some 
time     ago    published    an    edition    of    Aristbtlef,     ITspt  Ziduv, 

moderate 


*  Lett.  Hist,  et  Poiit.  Vol.  4.  p.  176. 
+  I  know  not  whether  tlie  French  have  been  taught  by  the 
Citizen  Commentator  Canuis  to  have  recourse  to  the  metaphy- 
sics of  Aristotle,  when  he  declares  that  "  Equality  is  really 
Sameness."  or  iis  the  Stagyrite  himself  expresses  it,  'H  Io-qth;, 
'Eiiovn:.X     The  French  Commentators  never  vary  in  their  sense. 

iVith  his  "  jMagna  Moralia,"  indeed  they  have  nothing  to  do  ; 
. _.  j,^^ 

...  '  •  .? 

;t  Ariet.  ;Mctaphys.  L.  10.  C.  3. 
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moderate  enough  as  I  thoiiglit  from  a  slight  inspection.  Biic 
in  general  the  French  Philosophers,  who  by  their  works 
prepared  the  Revolution,  are  perpetually  despising  or  ridiculing 
the  Greek  language.  I  only  speak  of  thijir  mariner  ofeflccting 
their  purpose.  One  of  the  acutcst,  most  dangerous,  and 
most  insidious  of  them  all,  Mr.  D'Alembert,  has  these  words. 
*'  Ah,  si  vous  sav/'ez  le  Grecl  Ceux  qui  scavent,  on 
croienl  savoir^  I'llobreu,  VArabe,  le  Sjjriaque,  le  Cophfe, 
oil  le  Copte  (as  if  he  cared  how  it  -was  pronounced)  le 
ChinoiSj     penscut    et   parlcnt    dc  mhne,    ct   far  les   memcs 

raisonf!.^ 

but  they  seem  marvellously  to  agree  with  him  respecting  the 
dignity  and  priority  of  the  science  and  practice  of  (their^ 
PoliiicSj  in  every  state  of  Europe.      H    noAJT»x»    Kvpianarri    x«» 

xjij  vcix;  iY.y.'TTdi  jwarv§Kv!»y,  xj;i  ^r^f i  t»voj,  ATTH  AIATAZIEI I 
1  am  grieved  io  add  the  "vvords  which  follow :  O'fi/xsv  ra; 
imitjorccrcc;  -ray  Auy«/A£i'v  VnO  TATTHN  OYIAI  !  +  I  cannot 
also  help  observing,  that  mutatis  mutandis,  the  letter  of  a 
modern  French  General  to  any  State  resembles  one  from  a 
Grecian  Courlezan,  in  Alciphron's  collection.  The  fraternal 
and  meretricious  demand  are  not  much  unlike.  Philumena 
says  to  Crito,  ''  Why  do  you  trouble  yourself  to  write  so 
"  often  !  I  want  Fifty  (or  fifty  million)  pieces  of  Gold  ;  I 
*'  do  not  want  letters :  If  you  love  me,  give  me  money  ! 
"  Farewell.     (Health  and  Fraternity  ;''^)     The  Greek  is  more 

f^mphatic  ;  Tlv,Tr,M'»7»  p^pcrwv  ^r*,  xa»  ypa^u^itaTwy  a  ^£».  EI  ME 
4)IAEIS,   AOI."+      (17980 

f  Arist.  Ethic.  Nichom.  L.  1.  C.  2. 

X  Alciphron.  Lib.  \.  Ep.  40.  Edit.  Bergkri  1791.  p.  61. 
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ruhons''*'  Wo  see,  that  the  French  Philosopher  by  ron- 
founding  the  Jrabic^  CopWc,  Stjridc,  and  Chinese  with  thr 
Greek,  insinuatos  that  there  is  an  equal  use  in  them  all,  that 
is,  to  the  generalify  of  scholars  and  to  the  world  at  large, 
liitlc  or  no  use  at  all.  This  docs  not  merit  any  answer;  but 
He  sec  the  vature  of  a  French  Philosopher's  proof,  and 
ihn  manner  of  his  argtimeni.  In  short,  he  cither  knows  every 
thing,  or  there  is  no  manner  of  nso  at  all  in  any  thing  which 
he  docs  not  know. 

I  think  from  confinued  observation,  I  undorsland  the 
nature  of  those  men.  Their  literature,  their  politics,  and 
their  philosophy,  all  terminate  in  the  same  point.  "  Croj/ez 
''  Moi,"  are  the  words,  whether  they  speak  to  an  indi- 
Tidnal,    or  to  the  nations  of  the  universe. 

Nozo  since  the  Revolution,  from  reasoning  they  have 
betaken  themselves  to  single  rcords.  Deception  still. 
IMirabeau  said  true,  ''  Words  arc  things."  I  cannot  help 
observing  that  the  Athenians  (whose  government  was 
popular  and  consc(pienllij  tijrannical,  and  manured  with 
the  blood  of  her  own  ci/izens)  had  a  custom  of -softening 
the  appellations  of  things,  which  naturally  conveyed  ati 
idea  of  terror.  This  may  be  found  in  a  most  curious 
t'xlract,  presc:vinl  by  (he  very  learned  Photius,  from  the  4th 
book  of  the  Clirestomaihia  of  IIklladius  Besantinous  ; 
the  words  are  these.      "    To   jU,»    ovc-(pniJ.a,  \iy  tv  txo-j    tojj  ITaXcJOi; 

*  D'AlenilxTt  Melanges  dc  Literature  et  dc  Philosophic. 
Vol.  5.  p.  b'lQ, 


473 
And  now  a  School  revolts,  and  now  a  Flf.et. 


"  xtX."*  In  the  same  manner  the  French  apply  the  tcrnis. 
Equality^  Liberty^  Frutcmitij^  and  similar  words,  for 
Tyranny,  Desolation,  Oppression,  and  Plunder.  This  is 
well  understood.  It  would  be  presumption  to  enlarge  on 
this  subject  to  a  kingdom  so  enlightened,  so  dignified,  and  1 
may  add,   so  prepared  as  Great  Br'taiu. 

We  have  every  thing  to  lose:  for  we  have  under  our  own 
form  of  government,  comfort,  protection,  honour,  security, 
and  happiness.  The  price  of  preserving  them  is  indejd  great, 
very  great;  but  the  price  of  anarchy,  reform,  and  inextricable 
confusion^  would  be  greater  beyond  all  calculation.  We  have 
a  foe  powerful,  and  perhaps  unrelenting  ;  yet  all  States  yield 
at  last  to  circumstauces;  and  policy  may  grant  what  affection 
might  refuse. 

The  most  ardent  wish  of  my  heart  is  a  secure  Peace,  after 
a  war  for  ever  to  be  deplored,  bloody,  fatal,  and  expensive 
beyond  all  example;  but  which  I  ahvays  believed,  and  still 
believe,  to  have  been  inevitable.  We  have  still  many  and 
great  resources;  but  the  times  never  called  with  so  loud  and 
so  commanding  a  voice  for  wisdom,  discernment,  and  integrity. 
for  temperate,  timely,  and  gradual  concession  with  dignlty 
and  security,  and  for  an  a?conoii)y  rigid  and  undeviating,  on 
the  part  of  our  governors.  The  times  call  equally  for 
obedience,  systematic  acquiescence  under  temporary  pressure, 
alacrity  in  defence,  and  vigilanci',  and  loyalty,  and  steadiness. 
inall  the  subjects  in  this  land.  We  have  no  need  of  the  Roman 
Armilustrxura;    our  arms  are  purified  already.     Our  Soldiers 

artf 

*  Photii  Bibliothec.  Sect.  279.  p.  1593,  Ed.  1653. 
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are  loyal  and  honourable,  ami  without  spot:  they  have  liccu 
■»veighed  in  the  balance  and  found  perfect.  I  trust  also  that 
our  naval  flag  will  never  again  wave  but  in  defiance  to  our 
enemies.     AVe  are  not  lost,   if  we  continue  firm, 

I  sec  the  ancient  marks  of  our  country  in  every  loyal  coun- 
tenance. 1  would  give  life  to  every  one  who  thinks,  and  wlio 
loves  our  great  kiiigdom  and  it's  constitution.  In  times  of 
national  distress  Foets  have  sometimes  fmind  means  to  invigorate 
the  public  nimd,  and  confirm  it's  siability.  I  speak  indeed  of 
the  da}  s  of  old,  "  the  image  of  our  antique  world:"  but  now, 
when  the  Temj.le.  and  the  Citadel,  the  worship,  and  the 
strength,  and  the  constitution  of  our  forefathers  are  to  be 
venerated  and  defended,  it  is  hapjjy  that  we  can  trace  and  find 
these  powers,  each  in  their  order.  AVe  may  be  reminded  of 
all  that  was  depicted  in  the  fabled  palace,  where  the  deities 
once  assembled  in  full  con>istory: 

Signa  taracn,  Divumquetori,    et  quern  quisque  sacrarat 
Accubitu  genioque,   locus  monstrantur !* 
But  I  fable  not:    we  have  not  the  images,   but  the  very  things 
tefore  us ;    and  the  words  of  poetry  arc  !^ct  off  by  the  superior 
force  of  truth. 

We  must  remember  that  all  the  leagues  of  French  Faction 
and  their  leaders,  in  England  or  in  any  country,  never  relent. 
They  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  term.  There  is  as  much 
mercy  in  tliem,  to  use  the  phrase  of  Shakspcare,  as  there  is 
milk  in  a  mule  tiger.  In  all  their  combinations,  their  plots, 
the  r  proscriptions,  and  their  grand  measures^  all  they  have 
done,  or  proposed  to  do,  is  to  lay  their  country  bound  ia 
chains  of  servitude,  at  the  feet  of  a  French  Directory.     But 

Liberty 

*  Stafius  Achill.'L.  1. 
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Liberty  is  their  Avord,  and  the  diffusion  of  general  happiness. 
How  is  this  to  be  eft'ecteu?  Cicero  might  start  up  in  the  Seriate, 
and  reply:  "Cum  feno,  ciin  metii,  cum  privilegio,  cum 
praesentibus  copiis  perditorum.  et  minis,  et  nefario  fsdere, 
servitute  oppressam  Civitatera  tencrcnt.  Libertatis  sipniim 
posneriint  magis  ad  ludibrium  impudentla^,  tpiam  ad  simula- 
tionera  Religionis."   (a) 

All  this  is  so:  but  if  they  are  called  upon  to  retract,  or  to 
declare  their  full  purpose,  or  to  render  their  reasons  to  their 
country,  they  give  us  manifestos,  and  declarations  from  their 
clubs.  They  tell  us  of  corruption,  and  reform,  and  all  the 
sophisms  of  anarchy  and  revolution.  So  thundered  the  Orator 
of  Athens  against  such  men  :   A,rt  ry  cTtolZ-Mi,  c-o:pia-,u^,Tx  l^pkTH&s-., 

But  Justice  has  her  balance,  and  the  sword  is  not  borne  iu 
vain.  "  At  home,  (I  take  the  words  of  Sir  John  Finch  in  the 
4th  of  Charles  I.)  at  any  rate  Authokity  must  be  vindicated 

rUOM  CONTEMPT  ;    SINCE    THE    LIFE    OF  GOVEIIXMEXT     IS    EEPC- 

T.ATioN."  We  should  remember,  that  "  None  arc  so  bold  as 
"the  factious  in  company,  none  so  fearful  apart."  We  may 
have  good  hope,  for  we  have  a  good  cause.  When  perhaps 
the  greatest  statesman  and  the  greatest  orator  that  ever  headed 
an  Opposition,  demands  an  audience  of  his  Sovereign,  I  would 

willingly 

(«)  Cicero,  Orat.  proDomo  sua  adPonlifices.     Sect.  51. 

(^)  Demosthenes.  Orat.  ITpoj  Aaxp«T«  rapyp?*;*.  Demosth. 
Ed.  Gr.  Bcncnati :  1570.  p.  546.  Why  will  not  our  Statesmen 
study  Demosthenes  ?  Is  he  not  allowed  to  be  the  very  first 
political  Oia-tor  1  Mr,  Fox  virtually  understands  his  7w«««cr 
better  than  any  man  in  England  ;  but  he  does  not  exert  it  for 
the  same  good  end.     (1797.) 


Mourn  proudest  empires  prostrate  in  the  dust. 


willingly  suppose,  that  the  principle  of  his  heart  is  nvt  dcriw^ 
cratic:  though  I  think  bis  principle}),  in  general,  arc  very 
dangerous  at  this  time.  I  Mould  hope,  that  we  may  be  redeemed. 

It  was  the  boast  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus,  that  he 
found  the  city  of  brick,  and  left  it  of  marble.  I  trust  we  shall 
not  reverse  this  memorable  saying;  I  trust  that  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation  will  revive,  and  that  in  this  respect,  when 
speaking  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  will  not,  be  engraven  with  an  iron 
pen,  and  in  the  rock  of  England  for  ever,  "  Auream  invenit; 
churtaceam  reliquitj"'    "  He  found  it  of  gold,    he  left  it  of 

I  think  I  can  discern  the  firm  establishment  of  lawful  consti- 
tutional power  in  the  plunges  of  meditated  convulsion;  and 
the  return  of  day  in  the  moment  of  the  greatest  obscuration.  I 
hare  loved  my  country  from  my  earliest  years,  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  excellence  of  it's  Constitution,  and  of  that  balanced 
liberty  it  was  formed  to  maintain.  I  am  grateful  for  the 
protection  and  the.  blessings  it  has  afforded,  and  is  yet  mighty 
to  preserve;  and  1  will  therefore  join  the  words  and  wishes  of 
an  ancient  Orator;  "  Imperium  securura,  domum  tutam, 
cxercitus  fortes,  scnatum  fidelem,  populum  probum,  oibcm 
quietum,  qoajcunque  ct  Ilorainis  et  Ca;saris  vota  sunt,  ca 
Tovco  omnia  et  ardcntissimo  exoptol* 

I  am  again,  (much  against  my  will,  and  I  very  sincerely 
apologize  for  repeating  the  subject,)  finally  called  upon  to 
declare  with  solemnity,  and  \vi;h  that  truth  which  I  have  erer 
revered  and  preserved,  that  this  whole  composition,  verse  and 
prose,  is  the  work  of  one  hand.  In  this  assertion  I  have  no 
mental  reservation;  for  I  never  wore  the  weeds  of  Dominic, 
nor  drauk  from  tli«  cup  of  Loyola.    If  this  declaration  will  not 

suffice, 
*  Tcrtullian.  Apolog.  C.  3. 
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suffice,  I  shall  leave  the  sable  birds  of  detraction  to  the  hoarsenej^s 
of  their  own  clamours,  and  to  the  worms  on  which  they  feed.  1 
shall  soar  upward  to  the  source  and  fountain  of  licjht. 

Itisalso  frequently  insinuated,  and  sometimes  boldly  asserted, 
to  be  written  in  conjunction  with  many  learned  and  eloquent 
friends  in  the  groves  and  retreats  of  our  beloved  ^'ir«(^/c'wc.  It  is 
true  indeed,  "  By  the  waters  of  Cam  I  have  sat  dt)wn  and  wept, 
when  I  remembered  thee,  O  Sion!  as  for  niv  harp,  I  have 
often  hanged  it  up  among  thctrees  that  are  therein:"  I  wished 
to  "  sing  one  of  the  songs  of  Sion."  But,  as  it  seems,  it  is  an 
honourable  Conspiracy ^z.  Conspiracy  to  vindicate,  to  recommend, 
and  to  uphold  the  cause  of  government,  of  Christian  religion,  of 
learning,  and  of  good  manners.  Would  it  were  so !  Such 
united  talents  might  do  their  perfect  work.  I  have  only  to 
lament  the  unworthiness  of  him  who  has  presumed,  without 
assistance  or  co-operation,    to  undertake  that  office  alone  : 

"  To  intermit  no  zcatck 
Against  the  wakkfui-  foe,  and  wide  abroad, 
Through  all  the  coasts  of  dark  destruction.,  seek 
Deliverance  for  l's  all  1" 

If  indeed  I  had  cither  personal  hope,  or  personal  foar,  in  tlic 
political  or  in  the  literary  world,  I  think  it  will  be  allowed  that 
1  should  not  have  published  this  work.  He  must  reconcile 
contradictions  who  will  dispute  this  a'-sertion.  Whom  have  I 
courted?  to  whom  liave  1  bowed?  Arbitrary  power  in  any 
shape  ic  my  abhorrence.  I  have  walked  in  the  school  of  Locke, 
and  have  parsed  through  that  of  Sidney ;  but  I  have  in  this 
hour  of  raaturest  reflection  acknowledged,  approved,  and 
ardently  recommended  the  tempered  doctrines  which  uphold 
government,  and  prevent  confusion. 

In  the  political  matters  of  this  time,  my  suit  and  service  is 
nat  rendered /)er.<c//2a//j/  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Upon  me  he  can  have  no 
claim.  My  service  is  to  my  Country,  and  my  prai=e  to  the  Mini's tcr 

I  t  of 
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And  last,a5  through  the smouUrring  fljimes yoii  turn, 


of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  My  prals-e  is  to  him,  who  by 
deliberate  and  undaunted  firmness,  with  an  unblcnchod dignity, 
by  commanding  powers  in  speechand  argument,  and  by  vigorous 
measures,  though  without  that  promptitude  of  decision  which 
marked  his  great  Father,  has  preserved  and  supported  (long 
nay  he  preserre  and  support  them  !)  the  principle  and  stability 
of  the  British  government  and  constitution.  The  main  voice  of 
Great  Britain  goes  tcith  me  in  this.  Such  I  esteem  Mr.  Pitt  : 
as  such  I  honour  him.  Am  I  his  enewij?  I  see  his  errors,  and 
perhaps  his  vices  too,  and  I  lay  no  flattering  unction  to  them. 
I  am  alive  to  all  his  public  virtues,  and  I  would  correct  their 
aberrations. 

As  to  Mr.  Fox  ;  that  he  has  not  discerned  the  signs  of  these 
times,  I  Avili  not  aescrt ;  but  that  his  imprudence,  his  unbridled 
licence  of  language,  and  his  plunging  desperate  doctrines  in 
times  like  these,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  have  alienated  the 
mind  of  his  country /rom  Ilim^  that  I  will  maintain.  If  I  were 
to  give  credence  to  all  his  speeches,  which  I  hare  either  heard  or 
read,  I  must  declare  them  to  be  the  doctrines  of  a  man  ripe  and 
ready  for  a)7y  revolution.  If  he  is  honest  in  his  opinion,  I  can 
neither  think,  nor  pronounce,  him  honest  to  his  country.  Iln 
should  not  have  thus  exhibited  himself  in  the  House,  or  on  the 
Hustii>gs.  Non  hoc  ista  sibi  tempus  spcctaculu  poscit !  I  pass 
over  the  primrose  path  of  dalliance  on  St.  Ann's  Hill ;  though  I 
would  fain  cast  a  withering  look  on  the  nocturnal  orgies  of 
dicing  depredation  and  of  patrician  plunder  before  the  w  alls  of 
the  palace,  in  the  very  face  of  a  virtuous  and  insulted  Sovb«. 
jir.iGN.  I  can  separate  the  man  from  the  leader  of  opposition; 
I  am  ready  to  bow,  and  I  do  bow,  to  his  genius,  to  his  political 
eloquence  without  an  equal,  and  to  his  knowledge  various,  deep, 
and  extensive.  His  pleasantry,  his  ?C/cial  friendly  disposition, 
d»d  the  good  temper  of  his  private  conversation  arc  acknowledged. 

But 
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THE    ENn    OF   THE    POEM. 

But  if  he  is  ever  to  direct  the  councils  of  this  kingdom,  he  must 
tread  back  almost  all  his  steps  :  if  he  turns  to  our  government, 
he  must  be  born  again. 

Non  ha:c  everso  venieas  infredera  skcIo, 
Aut  Tuscum  Tiberim,  aut  Romana  palatia  serrct. 
With  opinions  bold  and  candid  as  these,  I  might  obtain  some 
respect  and  perhaps  some  attention  from  the  public  ;  but  I 
could  hardly  [ilcase  either  Mr.  Pit  or  INIr.  Fox.  If  I  sought 
personal  fame  ;  my  motive  is  still  more  visionary  ;  no  man 
can  account  for  it.  He  who  loved  fame  best,  said  of  it,  "  Just 
Avhat  you  hear  you  have."  I  am  wholly  unknown  :  it  is  very 
proper  that  I  should  be  so ;  and  yet  I  would  be  understood  even 
on  this  point.  I  have  not  the  sacred  fear  of  a  coward,  but  the 
deliberate  courage  Avhich  is  inspired  by  reflection,  and  the 
confidence  which  I  am  proud  to  rcposcin  honourable  friendship. 
Some  literary  cntcrprizes  are  indeed  rather  hazardous  in  their 
nature ;  and  mine  are  of  that  number.  Yet  I  love  decorum,  and 
I  would  be  guided  by  discretion  ;  but  it  is  not  the  form  only  of 
those  virtues,  refined  through  certain  strainers,  that  I  would 
preserve,  it  is  the  spirit  of  them.  I  would  have  gentlcucss 
without  timidity,  and  decision  without  presumption.  But  I 
must  feel  the  pressing  nature  of  the  time,  the  burthens,  the 
terrors,  the  perils,  and  the  necessity  of  the  state.  Whoever 
would  do  a  public  service,  must  forget  himself;  his  remuneration 
is  from  within.  As  to  myself,  however  unavailing  my  actions, 
my  sentiments,  my  abilities,  or  my  services,  they  are  unk.vow\, 

XJNBOUGHT,  UNSOLICITED,    Ort(Z  .^/i«// 6e  UNALTERED.      lo     Spirit, 

in  principle,  and  in  aifection,  my  words  and  my  thoughts  are 

these : 

Non  ante  revellar^ 
Exanimem  qumn  te  coniplectar  Roma,  tuumque 
Nomcn,  Libeuias,  et  inancm  prosenuut  umhra:nl  (1797.) 

THE    END. 
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IN    THE    TITLE    PAGE; 

ffj-u^,   u  'Troi.-^TXy    Sec, 
"  Ye,  who  from  your  natural  disposition,  as  well  as  from 
your  education,  are  in  all  things  good  and  kindly  afFcctioned, 
moderate,  and  woithy  of  the  kingdom,  be  favourable  to  this 
Work." 


IK    THE    PREFACE, 
P.  V. 

Jsvv,    u  €tXri<rT-:    Kyi^kto^uv,    iv   ok)\    &C. 

*'  NoM',  my  friend  Cephisophon,  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  persons  who  have  spread  their  reports 
and  writings  concerning  us  among  the  public,  what  and 
who   they  are.     But    as  their  malicious  slanderlngs   have 

I  i  4  always 
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always  been  ineffectual,  and  have  made  themselves  the 
objects  of  ridicule  ai>d  contempt ;  so  now  be  more  iuliy 
assured  that  they  are  not  only  ineffectual,  but  have  returned 
upon  their  own  heads  with  increased  force.  You  indeed 
have  acted  a  kind  part  in  acquainting  me  with  their  proceed- 
ings, as  you  think  I  might  be  interested  in  the  information  ; 
but  I  should  by  no  means  consider  it  as  friendly  in  you,  but 
rather  as  a  direct  injury  done  to  me,  if  you  condescended 
to  make  any  answer  to  the  slanders  of  men  who  are  wholly 
unworthy  of  any  notice  whatsoever  !*' 

From  a  Letter  of  Euripides. 


P.  vii. 

E^^li  nudesmo  prese,  &c 

"  He  hiniielf  took  the  Shield  from  forth  it's  covering, 
and  made  the  light  of  it  clear  and  conspicuous;  the 
inchanted  lustie,  which  burst  from  it,  struck  the  eyes  of 
liis  adversaries  so  powerfully,  that  they  became  blind,  and 
fell  around  in  heaps  discomfited,  some  from  the  stern  and 
some  from  the  prow." 


P.  viii. 


Caslum  ipsum,  &c 
•'  We  assail  heaven  itself  by  our  folly." 


P.  xiii. 
©AAAIIIIS  SKHHTPA,   &«. 

"  We  hold  in  our  own  hands  the  sceptre  and  monarchy  of 
the  Ocean  ! — O  my  Country  !  afflicted  as  thou  art,  thou  shalt 
not  hide  thy  glory  in  darkness,  without  lustre  and  without 
remembrance.'' 


/ 


4S.5 

P.    XV. 

Sancta  ad  vos  Sec. 

"  I  will  descend  to  you  pure  and  untainted  with  that 
reproach,  as  a  man  who  has  never  been  unmindful  of  his 
learned  ancestors." 


P.  xvi. 

Consumpta  est  fabula  vulgi.   Sec. 

•'  The  idle  tales  are  passed  ;  the  Citizens  have  now  learned 
to  laugh  at  the  fraternal  kisses,  so  long  the  popular  theme." 


P.  xix. 
Prodiia  dura  laxant,  &c. 

*'  While  [by  disseminating  such  doctrines)  they  are 
opening  the  barriers  of  our  very  gates  to  the  tyrannic 
enemy,  it  will  become  us  to  adopt  some  great  measures  to 
preserve  our  liberty,  while  it's  existence  is  dubious." 


P.  xix. 
Deserta  sub  antro,  &c. 

"  She  lies  in  her  cavern  forlorn  and  deserted  :  Where  is 
now  thft  aliment  to  supply  her  breasts  ?  Where  are  those 
whom  she  may  consign  to  mighty  destruction  ? — Hithertp 
we  have  had  nothing  but  arms,  and  trumpets,  the  instruments 
of  war,  and  wounds,  and  death." 


.  P.   XX. 

Doctrlnse  haec  Vindex,  &c. 
"  The  Vindicator  of  the  cause  ol  Learning  offers  these 
solemn  admonitions  to  the  Genius  ot  Britain." 
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P.  xxi. 

••  The  Oracle  from  Parnassus  has  loudly  decreed,  that 
an  universal  search  should  be  made  after  him  who  i» 
concealed." 


P.  xxii. 
Ex  phrasl,  ex  ore,  ex  locutione,  &c. 
"  From  his  phraseology,  his  manner  of  speaking,  his 
peculiar  diction,  and  other  circumstances,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  whole  work,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  the  com- 
position of  Hieronymus  Aleander.  From  my  constant, 
familiar,  and  domestic  intercourse  with  him,  I  am  as  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  his  genius  and  disposition,  as  he 
himself  can  be." 


xxni 
Nous  laissons  les  Peres  a  ceux,  &c. 
•'  We  leave  the  Fathers  to  them  who  treat  of  the  Positive ; 
in  our  writings  we  cite  only  the  new  Casuists,' — '  But  who 
are  these  new  authors  ? — Very  able  and  very  celebrated 
men ;  we  have  Villalobos,  Conink,  Lamas,  Achokier, 
Dealkoser,  Bobadilla,  &c.  &c.'— •  Oh,  my  good  Father, 
I  rejoined  in  much  alarm,  are  these  people  Christians  ?'— 
*  How?  not  Christians!  he  answered;  they  are  the  very 
persons  by  whom  we  govern,  &c.' — So  much  the  worse, 
1  said,  but  added  nothing  more." 


P.  xxiv. 
Factorum  est  copia  nobis,  &c. 
"  We  have  matters  of  fact  in  gieat  abundance,  this  is  the 
consequence  of  our  residence  at  Rome:  there  is  my  house, 
there  is  my  retirement,  and  there  my  days  are  consumed." 

A  TRANS- 
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A 
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OF 

THE  PASSAGES 

CITED    IM 

THE  INTRODUCTORY  LETTER.  * 

P.  1. 

Nel  cercbio  accolto,  &c. 
Retired  within  the  magical  circle,  he  murmured  words 
of  mightiest  power.  Thrice  he  turned  his  countenance  to 
the  East,  and  thrice  to  the  realms  where  the  Sun  declines: 
*'  Whence  (he  cries)  is  this  delay  ?  Do  ye  wait  for  words 
*'  more  secret,  or  of  greater  potency,  than  these  ?" 


P.  2. 

Quid  deme  alii,  &c. 
*'  As  to  what  some  persons  may  say  of  me,  let  them  look 
to  their  own  words;  but  nevertheless  they  will  talk." 


P-3. 

Vitae  est  avidus,    &c. 

••  That  man  is  greedy  of  life  who  is  not  willing  to  die, 
when  the  world  is  perishing  around  him." 


P.  5- 

Tiijy   vAp-iTiuv,  &C. 

*•  Destroy   the   insolence  and  high   language   of  these 
tieresies,  and  make  them  of  none  effect." 


4SS 

P.  5. 

*•  To   examine    the   excellent    with   the   excellent,   and 
compare  their  several  merits  with  each  other." 


P.  6. 

"  The  first  who  strengthened  the  exalted  strains  of  Archi- 
iochus  with  a  rampart  of  firm  and  solid  words." 


P.  6. 

Magnificabo  Apostoiatum  mcum. 
'*  I  will  magnify  my  office." 


P.  8. 

Ttic  (PfO)iivTiw^,   &C. 

"  The   compact    and   condensed  power   of  the   under- 

standins." 


P.   lO. 

Ego,  si  risi,  &.c. 
"  If  I  smile  at  the  perfumes  with  which  Rufillus  is  scented, 
«))•  at   any    similar  piece   of   folly,  must    I  of  necessity  be 
.stigmatized   as   a  man   ot    an   envious  and  malicious    dis- 
position  ?" 


P.    12. 

Ei    fj.iv  ir,    ET«pv,    Sec, 

"  If  indeed  yon  require  me  to  chuse  a  companion,  how 
can  1  forget  the  divine  Ulysses?  His  heart,  his  affections, 
and  liis  spiiit  are  tried,  ready,  and  prepared  for  every  enter- 
prise." 

P.  12, 
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P.    12. 

Donum,  8cc. 
•*  The  present  of  the  fatal  branch,  now  seen  again  after 
a  long  period." 


P.M. 

Semel  Causam  dixi,  &c. 
"  I  have  once  spoken  in  this  great  Cause  (and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  repeat  my  words,  if  required)  with  that  spirit  which 
I  am  ever  wont  to  assume,  the  spirit  of  an  accuser." 


Sasvi  spiracula  Diiis.  Virg.  /En.  7. 

"  The   mouths    of    the    cavern    which   leads    to    cruel 
Tartarus." 


P.  15- 


Tibi  nullum  periculum,  &c. 
*'  For  my  own  part,  I  can  see  no  danger  to  which  yon  are 
personally  exposed,  separate  and  apart  from  the  destruction 
of  us  all." 


P.  16. 
Senza  levarmi,    &c. 
*•  Without  attempting  some  adventurous  flight,  when  I 
had  pinions  to  support  me,  that  I  might  offer  to  the  world  no 
ignoble  example  of  myself." 


P.  17. 

Le  Roi  et  ses  Ministres,  &c. 
**  The  King  and  his  Ministers  might  perhaps  peruse  these 

memoirs, 
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memoirs,  which  most  assuredly  are  not  the  composition  of  an 
uninformed  man." 

P19. 

A7.vroi   avopxt. 

JDifficulties  of  hard  solution." 


P.    19. 

Altius  his  nihil  est ;   See. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  exalted   than  speculations  like 

these;    they  are  the  very  heights  of  the  world.     The  great 

public  mansion  of  Nature  herself  is  contained  within  these 

boundaries." 


P.  20. 

Aura*   ci^  r»t  ■&C. 

**  These  are  the  vauntings  of  Him  who  fighteth  against 
God  ;  who  glories  in  the  strength  of  his  wickedness ;  who 
threatens  to  destroy  utterly  and  to  confound  the  boundaries 
of  nations,  once  delivered  by  The  Most  High  to  his 
angels  and  messengers ;  and  to  make  the  whole  Earth  one 
scene  of  plunder  and  devastation  ;  who  boasteth  that  he  will 
shake  all  the  sons  of  men,  and  subvert  and  change  the  state 
of  every  ancient  ordinance,  institution,  and  regular  govern* 
menl." 


P.  24. 

•'  Facere  aliquid-ad,"  &c. 

"  (It  cannot  be  supposed)  that  speaking  or  writing  in  the 

Greek  language,  in  preference  to  any  other,  can  have  any 

peculiar  ^efficacy  in  promoting  the  interests  of  true  piety  or 

learning." 

P.  i4. 
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P.  24. 
Frons  laeta  parum,   Sec. 
"  His   brow  was  not  brightened  with  chear fulness ;  and 
his  countenance  was  dejefted." 


P.  25. 
Aspro  concento,   &c. 
"  The  strains  were  harsh ;  it  was  the  harmony  of  horror : 
shrieks,  and  groans,  and  lamentations  loud  and  deep,  were 
heard  to  agree  in  strangest  consonance." 


P.  25. 
Svegliata  fra  gli,  &c.  Petrarch^ 

"  Awakened,  as  from  slumber,  among  the  spirits  of  the 
elect,  where  the  soul  enjoys  a  more  intimate  communion 
with  her  Maker." 


P.  25. 

fio-ffjp    aTO    Tui,    &C. 

"  A  gale  of  odorous  sweets  is  wafted  around,  as  from 
meadows  of  freshness  and  of  choicest  fragrance." 


P.  26 
Capita  argumentorum,  &c. 
*•  The  heads  of  arguments  and  objections  against  certain 
persons    of    morose    and    peevish    natures,    and    without 
erudition." 


P.  27. 

Che  tempo  e  ormai,  &c. 
*•  For  it  is  now  hfgh  time  to  offer  some  assistance  from 
the  celestial  vessel  (called  the  ampolla)  to  those  heads,  which 
are  •ither  empty,  or  scantily  provided  with  sense." 

P.  27. 
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P.  27. 

"  Hecaie,  with  her  triple  head,  a  fatal  and   tremendous 
prodigy,  the  child  ol  Tartarus  " 


P.  27. 
•'  The  favourites  of  Mars." 


P.  27. 

Kcit  Jt   Evvii,   &C. 
"  The    divine     BcUona,    and     the    Tritonian    goddess, 
Minerva." 


P.  28. 
Mendici,   mimi,    balatrones. 
Beggars,  players,  and  varlets  ol  every  description.'* 


P.  2g. 

FvuviiGi    f'av.JiV,   &C. 

••  Ulysses  stripped  himself  of  his  sordid  garments,  and 
leaped  upon  the  great  threshold  of  the  mansion.  His  bow 
and  quiver,  full  of  arrows,  were  in  his  hand,  and  he  scat' 
tcred  the  shafts  of  destruction  before  his  teet." 


P.  29. 

iJWoiKO-j    yi'-AToiv    y.-noiyo?. 

**  The  lawful  possession  and  right  of  the  Muses." 


P.  30. 
Pensa,  che  questo  di  mai  non  raggiorna. 
•*  Pause ;  and  reject,  that  a  day  like  this  may  never  dawn 
asain." 
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P.  30. 
Quos  orbe  sub  omni,    &c. 
•*  Wisdom  herself  can   scarcely  number  seven  persons, 
among  all  the  sons  of  men,  whom  she  can  honour  with  such 
a  name." 


P.  32. 
Grave  virus,  &c. 
"  The  virulence   of    the    infection    has    corrupted   and 
destroyed  all  that  is  sound,  beautiful,  and  healthy." 


P.  36. 

Non  tenues  ignavo,  &c. 

'*  I    strike  no  feeble    chords    with  an    idle,    unavailing 

impulse;  but  holding  my  residence  by  the -^wrwncjan  temple, 

(where  sleeps  the  spirit  of  Lucilius)  I  bend  before  the  tombs 

of  mightiest  masters,  and  raise  my  voice  with  boldness." 


K  k 
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P.  39- 

Audaci  quicunque  afflate,  &c. 

"  Whoever  thou  ait,  who  feelest  thysell  inspired  with  the 
spirit  of  the  fearless  Cratinus,  who  turnest  pale  over  the  page 
of  the  indignant  Eupolis,  and  of  the  venerable,  dignified 
master  of  the  sock*;  look  also  upon  these  my  labours,  if 
by  chance  vou  should  discover  something  matured  and 
perfected  by  study.  May  my  readers  approach  them  with 
an  ear  purified  with  incense Jrom  their  altars." 


P.  40. 
Apollinese  bellum  puerile  pharetrae.  Statius. 

"  The  childish  war  of  Apollo's  quiver." 


P.  41. 

Talia  dum  cclebro,  &c. 
••  While  I  am  recording  these  events,  the  Fury  of  civil 
Discord  hath  shaken  her  torch  over  the  Tarpeian  rock,  and 

kindled 

*  Aristophanes. 
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kindled  wars  as  fierce  as  those  on  the  plains  of  Phlegra. 
Behold,  The  Capitol  is  blazing  with  sacrilegious  fires, 
and  the  Roman  Legions  have  assumed  the  maddening  spirit 
of  the  Gauls!" 

P.  42. 
Sol  occiibuit:  Sec. 
•'  The  sun  set;  but  no  night  ensued." 


P-43- 
Fingimus  hoec  ?  &c. 

••  Are  these  things  matter  of  fiction  ?  Is  Satire  assuming  the 

loftiness  of  the  tragic  buskin  ?  Would  to  heaven  it  were  sa." 

P-45- 
Quas  tibi,  &c. 

•*  What  remuneration  can  I  offer  you  for  a  poem  like 

this?" 


Phylhdas,  Hypsipilas,  Sec. 
•'  The  tales  of  Phillis  and  Hypsipile,  and  all  the  lament- 
able  ditties  of  sing-song  poetasters." 


P.  46. 
Unus,  &c. 
"  Having  obtained  and  enjoyed  the  sovereignty,  he  closed 
his  eyes  in  the  same  common  sleep  of  mortality." 


P.  47. 
Dcficiens  crumena. 
"  A  purse  under  a  consumption." 


P.  48. 
Sine  vi,  &c. 
"  He  will  utter  no  oracular  precepts  but  upon  compul. 
sion." 

Kk  2 
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P.  48. 

Utrum  clumaera  bomblnans,  &c. 
•«  Whether  a  chimijera  buzzing  in  a  vacuum,  has  the  power 
ot  eating  up  or  devouring  second  designs,  thoughts,    or  in- 
tentions?"* 


P.  50. 
Stupet  hie  vitio,  8cc. 
'•He  is  become  insensible  by  long  habits  of  vice,  and  the 
heart  of  the  man  is  waxed  fat  and  gross;  he  is  placed 
beyond  the  imputation  of  guilt,  he  has  nothing  to  lose,  and 
is  plunged  so  deep,  that  he  cannot  rise  even  to  bubble  on 
the  surface  of  the  stream." 


P.  53. 

Pigcr  scribendi,  &c. 

"  Too  careless,  or  too  idle,  to  undergo  the  toil  of  writing, 
I  mean,  of  writing  well ;  for  as  to  the  quantity  of  his 
compositions,  it  is  out  of  the  question." 


P.54» 

Une  boutique  de  verbiage, 
"  A  mere  word-shop." 


*  A  Germanic  question,  to  ridicule  the  absurdities  of  meta- 
physics run  mad.  See  a  similar  collection  in  the  seventh  chapter 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Martinus  Scriblerus;  for  instance:  "  An 
*'  praster  Esse  reale  actualis  Essentiassit  aliud  esse  necessarium 
'<  quo  res  actualitcr  existat?"  — In  English  thus:  "Whether, 
''besides  the  real  being  of  actual  being,  there  be  any  other 
♦'  being  necessary  to  cause  a  thing  to  be  ?" 
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P.  54. 
De  Causis  corruptae  Eloquentise. 

**  A  treatise  on   the  Causes  why  Eloquence  has  been  so 
much  corrupted." 


P.  ^4- 
Abundat  dulcibus  vitiis. 
"  He  abounds  with  luscious  faults." 


P.  55. 

"  The  gifts  of  the  Muses  are  not  offered  to  every  one, 
who  passes  by,  as  common  favours;  they  must  be  sought 
after,  and  obtained  with  difficulty." 


P.  56. 

Mugitus  labyrinthi. 

•'  The  bellowing  of  the  labyrinth." — N.  B.  Put  for   any 
common  topic  of  ordinary  poets  or  writers. 


P.  56. 

La  nudrita,  &c. 
"  Trivulzia,    brought  up  and    nourished   in  the  sacrtd 
cavern." 


P.  58. 
Per  piij  fiate  gli  occhi,  &c. 

"  That  work  often  affected  us,  and  our  cheeks  turned  pale 
as  we  were  reading  it;  but  there  was  one  circumstance  which 
quite  subdued  us.  As  we  were  proceeding,  I  exclaimed, 
"  Alas!  what  softness  of  sentiment,  what  extasy  of  rapture, 
'•  conducted  these  wretched  souls  to  the  paths  ofsorrow!" 
Kk3 
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p.eo. 

Omnes 

Admonet,  &c. 

"  He  gives  admonition  to  all,  and  cries  with  a  loud  voite 
through  the  shades;  Give  ear  unto  me,  and  be  warned; 
revere  justice,  and  despise  not  the  power  of  the  Gods." 


P.  61. 

Suntadhuc  cura?,  8cc. 

"  The  offices  of  kindness  and  Jidelity  are  yet  cultivated 
among  men :  some  are  still  to  be  found  who  will  perform 
the  duties  of  friendship  to  the  departed." 


P.  62. 

Agri,  edificia,  loca,  &c. 

"  Lands,  edifices,  estates,  possessions  of  every  species,  ail 
have  been  seized  within  their  grasp ;  the  heaven  and 
the  sea  excepted,  all  have  been  declared  public  property,  by 
gift,  hy  assignment,  by  auction." 


P.  62. 

Si  vous  voulez  une  Revolution,  &c. 

"  If  vou  are  in  earnest  ior  a  Revolution,  you  mu&l  i^eg in 
by  annihilating  the  Catholic  religion  in  France." 


P.  65. 


Quantis  suspiriis,  &c. 
*•  (They  feel)  by  what  prostration  of  soul,  by  what  prayers 
and  strong  conflicts  of  the  spirit,  even  the  slightest  knowledge 
•fGoD  is  to  be  obtained!" 
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P.  66. 

Auctor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  &c. 
"  The    founder   of    that    denomination    of  worship  was 
Christ,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  suffered  the  punish- 
ment oi  death  under  the  Procurator  Pontius  Pilate." 


P67. 

Non  est  qui  judicat  verc,  &c. 

*'  There  is  not  one  who  judgeth  with  true  judgment ;  no, 

not  one.     Their  trust   is  in    nothing;  they   talk,  words  of 

vanity;  they   have  conceived  mischief,  and  brought  forth 

iniquity." 

P.   68. 

I,  Lictor,  &c. 

"  Go,  Lictor,  and  bind  his  hands." 


P.  68. 

Grascc 
Discumbunt,   &c. 
"  Their  entertainments  are  in  the  Greek  fashion ;   and  the 
pictured  emblem  appears  without  a  veil ;   you   might  expect 
to   see  the    dancing-girls    (from  the  East}   displaying   their 
attitudes  before  the  guests." 


P.  69. 

Zc^ta  ffpoJTov    ayvm    &C. 

"  Wisdom  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable." 


P.  70. 
Si  sic  omnia ! 
'**\Vould  he  had  always  written  so!" 

K  k  ± 
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P.  70. 
Bella  femina,  Sec. 
"  The  smiles  of  a  pretty  girl  are  the  tears  of  the  purse." 

Italian  Proverb, 


P.  71. 

Composuit  octo,  &c. 
"  He  composed  eight  volumes,  not    without   elegance, 
but  without  sufficient  discernment. 


P.  72. 
Propera  stomackunit  8cc. 
"  Prepare  your  stomach   for  these  delicacies ;  and   feast 
upon  the  fish  which  has  been  preserved  for  your  times." 

P.  74.         • 
Corpus  sine  pectore. 
*•  A  body  without  a  soul." 


P.  74. 
Vitas  summabrevis. 
•'  The  short  span  of  life." 


P.  74. 
Magno  conatu  magnas  nugas. 
*'  Great  efforts  for  great  trifles." 


P.  76. 
Quousque  frustra,   &c. 
*'  How  long  will  ye  idly  support  these  son§  of  fire  ?'* 
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P.  -^T. 

Ne  pour  la  digestion. 
*•  Born  for  nothing  but  to  eat  and  digest." 


P.  80. 
Grande  munus,  &c. 
May  he  re-assume  the  weight  and  dignity  of  the  tragic 


buskin." 


P.  81. 

Ces  propos,  diras  tu,  5:c, 

"  These  subjects,  you  may  say,  are  certainly  pleasant  in  a 
Satire,  for  the  amusement  of  a  reader  who  loves  to  laugh  : 
but  I  want  the  proof;  let  me  have  it  in  regular  form.  I 
agree  with  you:  well,  Doctor,  answer  me,  and  take  your 
seat  quietly,  as  in  the  schools.     What  is  a  Commentator  2 


P.  85. 

Non  more  probo,  Sec. 

**  The  manner  Is  neither  good  nor  respectable  ;  w^hen  the 
verses,  or  the  subject  of  them,  enter  the  very  marrow,  and 
when  the  effeminate,  lascivi^ous  accents  provoke  and  irritate 
the  inmost  sensations." 


P.  85. 

Pauca  suo  Gallo,  &c. 

"  Such  effusions  of  verse  and  fancy,  as  even  Lycoris 
herself  might  read." 
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P.  86. 
Hoc  defuit,  Sec. 
*•   This   was  the  only    point    in    which  Fabricius    was 
deficient." 


P.  87. 
Carmlnaque  Aonidum,  &c. 

*•  (Minerva)  approved  the  strains  of  the  Muses,  and  their 
honest  indignation." 


P.  88. 

Tlxf^aai;,   ri,    Sec. 
"  Such  is  thepower  ot  insinuating  flattery;  it  steals  away 
the  understanding  of  the  best  and  the  wisest. 


P.  92. 
Videre  Canes;  primusque  Melampus,   Sec. 
"  The  Dogs  descried  him  :  first  rushed  forth  Melampus, 
Pamphagus,  and  Dorceus,  and  the  swift-footed  Lycisca,  with 
her  brother,  the  quick-scented  Ichnobates ;  and  Asbolus  black 
and  shaggy,  and  the   powerlul  Nebrophonos,  with  Laelaps, 
and  the  fierce  Theron,  Labros,  and  Agriodos,  and  the  shrill- 
toned   Hylactor,  and   others  which   I   cannot  name.     The 
whole  pack,   eager  for  their  prey,  follow  in  full  cry,  where 
the  path  is  rougli  and  difficult,    and  even  where  no  path  at  all 
is  to   be  traced.     Alas !  he  flies  from  his  own  attendants  : 
fain  would  he  have  cried  out,  I  am  AcT/EON  ;  behold  in  me 
your  lord  and  master  ! — He  wished  to  be  away  from  them  : 
but  in  vain  ;  He  is  lejl  in  their  power. '^ 


P-95- 

«'  Himself  and  his  faithful  attendant."  Or,   «*  The  Knight 
and  his  Squire." 
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P.  96. 

Mihi  sit  propositum,  &;c.* 
'*  My  resolution  is  to  die  in  a  tavern  ;  may  wine  be  placed 
before  my   lips  as  I   am   expiring;  that  the  angelic    choirs, 
when  they  appear,  may  say,  "  Heaven  be  propiiious  to  this 
jovial  drinker  I" 

P.  c^-j. 

Ilium  pro  literate,   &c. 
"  Many  were  inclined  to  consider  him  as   a  deep   scholar, 
engaged  as  he  was  with  old-wives  tables    and  trifles,   and 
passing    a  learned   old  age  among  the  Milesian  Tales  of  his 
own  Apuleius,  and  the  chilcls-play  ot  literature." 


P.  ^T. 

Utiliumsagax  rerum. 
•'  Subtile  and  sagacious  in  useful  discoveries." 


P.  98. 
Altum  Sa^anae  caliendrum. 
"  The  towering  head-dress  of  the  Sorceress  Sagana." 


P.  99. 
*'  Mercy  rejoiceth  against  judgment." 


P.  100. 
Cuicunque  veterum,  &c. 
'•    I  would  confidently  put  it  in  competition  with  any  of 
the  ancients." 

*  Cited  by  Mr.  Warton,  in  his  second  Dissertation  pre- 
fixed to  his  History  of  English  Poetry. 
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P.  lOO. 

Ntxuw    afj^ivrivoe,   KCifrivot. 

*'  Phantoms  of  the  dead,  without  strength  or  substance." 


P.  toi. 
Ecce  pro  Clericis,  &c. 
•'  See  what  allegations  I   have  made  in  favour  of  Priests 
and  Presbyters ;  and  so  may  every  grateful   Clerk,  with  his 
fair  fa^'ourite,  say  a  Paternoster  for  me  and  my  sins !" 


P.   101. 

*'  Si  quia  dixerit,  &c." 
"  If  any  one  presume  to  say,    that  a  Bishop  may  have  bis 
foibles,  let  him  be  accursed." 


P.  1 02. 
Et  velut  absentem,  &c. 
"  May  they  still  call  aloud  with  rival  cries  after  Actaeon, 
as  though  he  were  not  present." 


P. 102. 
"  Hie  liber  est  conglutinatus,  &c. 
'*  This  book  *  is  conglutinated,  or  made  up,  of  as  many 
books  as  would  serve  one  fat  cook  for  fuel,  to  dress  sheep, 
oxen,  swine,  pigs,  ducks,  turkeys,  and  geese,  without 
number;  or  as  many  as  would  be  sufficient  for  one  High- 
Dryer  to  heat  an  hundred  stoves." 

From  a  book,  intitled,   "  The  Epistles  of  O^icwr^  Men." 


*  \.  e.  The  Notes  on  the  Edition  of  Shakspeare,  by  Johnson 
and  Steevens,  &c.  &c.  S:c. 
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A 

TRANSLATION 

OF 

THE  PASSAGES 

CITED    IN 

THE   NOTES   TO    THE   SECOND    DIALOGUE, 

OF 

THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE, 
P.  103. 

Et    aSXriTO^f    &C. 

*•  Yet  untouched  and  without  a  wound,  I  pass  through 
the  thickest  of  the  ranks,  and  may  Minerva  lead  me  by  the 
hand,  and  defend  me  from  the  missile  weapons  of  the 
enemy." 


P.  105. 
Grato  mi  e  il  sonno,  &c. 
**  Sleep  is  grateful  to  me,  and  it  is  still  more  grateful  to  be 
made  even  of  marble  itself,  while  wickedness  and  shameless 
effrontery  are  abroad  in  the  world;  I  esteem  it  happmess 
neither  to  see  nor  to  perceive :  yet  rouse  me  not  from  rq- 
pose,  but  let  your  speech  be  soft  and  low," 


P.  106. 
Flebit,  et  insignis,  &c. 
♦'  He  shall  regret  it,  and  become  the  burthen  of  some 
popular  song." 
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P.  109. 

"  Having  drawn  forth  the  belt  and  the  paternal  sword, 
buried  deep  under  the  cliffs  and  rocks  sounding  with  storms, 
I  ai^ain  take  my  stand  of  observation*." 


P.  no. 

Dechirans  a  I'envi,  &c. 
"  Tearing!;  to  pieces  their  own  Republic,   we  see  them, 
as  lions  opposed  to  lions,  and  relatives  to  relatives,  madly  and 
foolishly  fighting  with  each  other   roR  THE   choice  of 

T\  RANTS." 


p.m. 

"  The  God  of  battle  kindles  the  flame  of  war  in  the  land, 
and  sounds  the  sanguinary  blast  from  his  trumpet.  The 
kingdom  all  around  presents  one  scene  of  devastation,  and  the 
fields  are  bristled  with  spears,  waving  thick  as  the  ears  of 
corn.  Lamentations  wafted  through  the  silent  regions  of 
the  air  are  heard  from  the  pinnacles  of  the  towers,  with 
the  rending  of  veils,  and  the  shrieks  of  women  waiting  for 
misery  upon  misery,  and  calamity  upon  calamity," 


p.  113. 

Gloraerare  sub  antro,  &c. 
"  To  gather  together,  in  the  recesses  of  the   cavern,  a 

"  thick 

*  Tliis  dark  allusion  of  Lycophron  is  to  a  legend  concernisjg 
Tiicseus.  RcR  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  Theseus.  If  I  recollect 
il^rhr,  there  is  a  picture  in  Lord  Exeter's  collection  at  Ihirlei^hy 
ell  thi-s  subicct. 
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•♦  thick  night,   palled  in  the  dunnest  smoke  oF  hell*,"  vvliile 
the  darkness  is  mixed  with  fire  !" 


P.  113. 
Ubi  passim,  &.c. 
•'  Where  error  drivcsthem  about,  in  endless  deviations  from 
the  right  path." 


P.  ,17. 
Dogmatizcr  en  vers,  8cc. 
"  To  deliver  dogmas  or  sentences  in  verse,  and  to  rhyme 
on  chapter  by  chapter." 


P.  1.9. 

Vltreo  bibit  ille  Priapo. 

"  He  drinks  from  his  glass  goblet,  shaped  like  a  Priapus." 


P.  120. 

Historia  quoquo  niodo  scripta  delcctat. 

"  History  is  always  pleasing,   write  it  as  you  will." 


P.  120. 
Sed  tamen  in  pretio. 
•«  But  still  it  has  a  value." 


P.  121. 

Amoretti  alati. 

"   Little  Cupids  with  little  wings." 


*  ICxprcssioiis  from  ShaUspeare's  Macbeth. 
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P.  123. 

*'  All  things  which  are  habitual,  such  as  motions  to  which 
we  are  accustomed,  are  favourable  to  sleep.  To  a  sailor, 
lor  instance,  the  reclining  on  ship-board,  a  voyage  at  open 
sea,  the  sounding  of  the  shore,  and  the  noise  of  the  winds, 
and  the  roaring  of  the  waves,  &c.  &.c.  &c." 


P.  123. 
Apollineo  nomina  digna  choro. 
*'  Names  worthy  to  be  inscribed  in  the  choir  of  Apollo." 


P.  124. 
II  cantar,  che  nelT  anima,  &c. 
"  That  music,  which  is  felt  internally;    it  is  not  the  ear, 
*'  but  the  soul  itself,  which  is  affected." 


P.  126. 
Felix  curaruni!  cui,  &c. 
••  Happy  and  fortunate  in  his  cares  and  engagements! 
For  him  the  garlands  of  Helicon,  and  the  idle  laurels  which 
bloom  on  the  brow  of  Parnassus,  have  no  charms  \  But  the 
powers  of  his  understanding  arc  vigorous,  and  his  mind, 
from  long  experience,  is  bound  up  lo  bear  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  world.'' 


P.  126. 
Ingenium  illustre  altioribus  studiis.  Sec. 
*'  In  early  youth  he  devoted  all  the  powers  of  his  illustrious 
mind  to  the  higher  philosophy ;  not,  as  the  manner  of  some  is, 
to  shelter  sloth  under  the  covert  of  a  splendid  name,  but  by 
a  steady  and  deliberate  firmness  against  the  accidents  of  life 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  administration  of  the  state," 
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P.  127. 
«•  Opum  contemptor,  Bic. 
«'  Superior  to   avarice,     of  a  persevering    rectitude   of 
principle,  and  unmoved  by  fear." 


P. 127. 
Magnum  est  vectigal  Parsimonia. 
"  CEconomy  of  itself  is  a  great  revenue." 


P.  127. 

Msecenatis  Rana,  &c. 
«•  The  frog  of  Maecenas  (i.  e.  his  seal  bearing  the  figure 
of   that   animal)     was    an   object  of   great   terror,    as    tlie 
instrument  of  levying  money." 

P.  129. 

"  His  sagacity  was  peculiarly  his  own  ;  and  being  gifted 
by  nature  with  intuitive  skill,  he  had  moreover  such  a 
promptitude  of  counsel,  as  gave  him  a  decided  supcrioriiy  in 
advancing  all  that  was  necessary  upon  any  subject,  and  on 
the  spur  of  the  occasion. 


P.  130. 
Informatum  fulmen. 
"  An  unfinished  thunder-bolt." 


P.  ,30. 

Tres  imbris  torti,  &:c. 

Mr.  Burke  himself  has  Mz/j  translated  this  passage  in  part 

5,  chapter  5,  of  his  treatise  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful,  as  an 

example,  that  words  may  affect  the  mind  without  raising  distinct 

images.     **  Three  rays  of  twisted  showers,   three  of  watery 

i-  i  •••  chud4 ; 
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"  clouds,  three  cffire,  and  tkrteoj  the  winged  south  wind  ; 
•'  then  mixed  they  in  the  work  terrific  lightnings,  and 
"  sound,  andjedr,   and  angery  with  pursuing  Jlames*' 


P.  132. 

Cum  tot  abortivis,   Sec. 

"  Since  the  teeming  womb  of  Julia  has  produced  so 
many  crude  births,  or  rather  abortions,  which  confess  their 
incestuous  sires." 


P.  132. 

"  While  the  earth  is  burst  asunder  from  its  foundations, 
and  the  very  depths  of  Tartarus  are  disclosed  and  laid  bare  to 
view. 


P-  133- 
Quando  ullum  invenient  parem? 
•'  When  shall  they  look  upon  his  like  again?" 


P-  134- 
Monumenta  rerum  posteris,   Bcc. 

"  He  has  delivered  down  to  all  posterity,  who  may  enquire 
iaftcr  them,  tlie  monuments  and  records  of  these  transactions. 
Young  men  ot  character  and  ability  will  be  desirous  of  his 
company  and  conversation,  and  will  learn  from  him,  as  from 
an  oracular  decision,  ihe  path  which  it  is  their  interest  or  their 
duty  to  follow.  He  will  instruct  them,  and  will  form  their 
minds  J  and  like  an  experienced  pilot,  will  shew  them  what 
is  necessary  to  direct  and  preserve  the  vessel,  when  the  gale 
is  prosperous,  or  when  the  storm  is  raging.     He  will  be 

led 
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led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  of  comnnon  good,  and 
even  by  the  very  pleasure  and  satisfaction  he  finds  in  the 
office  itself." 


P. 134. 
Magno  discrimine  causam,  8cc. 
"  Are  you  about  to  undertake  the  management  of  a  cause 
of  great  importance?  First  consult  your  own  self:  say  fairly 
and  honestly,  who  and  what  you  are ;  whether  you  are  an 
orator  of  power  and  strength,  or  Curtius,  or  Matho;  un- 
derstand wdl  the  measure  of  your  eloquence  and  ability." 


Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo,  8cc. 
**  I  was  apprehensive  that  you,  Aurora,  might  seize  upon 
him  for  your  own  Cephalus." 


P.  136. 
Virus  lunare. 
•'  Drops  of  infection  distilling  from  the  moon." 
N.  B.   Shakspeare,  in  his  Macbeth,  alludes  to  this  piece  of 
ancient  witchcraft. 

"  On  the  corner  0/  the  moon 
Hangs  a  vaporous  drop  profound ; 
I'll  catch  it,  ere  it  fall  to  ground." 


P.  139. 

"  He  was  the  Scribe,  or  Secretary  of  Nature,  dipping  his 
pen  into  mind." 


P.  142. 
•Nunc  non  e  manibus  illls,  &c. 

L  1  2  Will 
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••  Will  not  violets  spring  from  the  spot  where  his  manes 
repose,  from  his  tomb  and  favoured  ashes  ?" 


P.  144. 
Rite  maturos,  Sec. 
"  To  bring  forth  the  matured  birth  in  due  form." 


P.  145. 
Oro  miserere  laborum,  &c. 
"  Consider,  I  beseech  you,   all  that  I  have  undergone  ; 
kave    compassion   on    a    mind    which   has   suffered    most 
unworthily." 


P.  146. 

Nomen  in  exemplum,  &c. 
"  We  will  preserve   his  name  for  an  example  to  late 
posterity." 


P.  147. 
IaTfj>UDTaTOij  ^«Xod«goj  Kxi,  Sec. 

**  A  Physician oi consummate  skill;  generous,  liberal,  not 
to  be  corrupted;  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  needy  ;  a  gentleman 
in  principle ;  a  regulator  and  conductor  of  youth  ;  a  man  of 
sanctity,  justice,  and  piety  ;  whose  attainments  have  reached 
the  very  goal  of  erudition." 


P.  149. 

Nudus  agas,  &c. 
••  Plead  then  quite  naked ;   madness  is   less   censurable." 
— N.  B.  Juvenal  alludes  to  the  indecent  summer  dresses  of 
the  Roman  advocates  in  the  courts  of  law. 
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P.  150. 
Quel  d'amor  travagliato  Sacripante.     Ariosto.  0.  F.  c.  i. 
'•  I  speak  of  the  love-lorn  Sacripante." 


P.  150. 
(This  note  is  addressed)  "  To  the  intelligent.' 


P.  151. 
Delia  commodita,  &c. 
"  I,  poor  Medoro,  in  gratitude  for  \.\\q favourable  reception 
I  found  in  this  place,"  &c.  &.c. 


P.  151. 
Era  scritto  in  Arabico,  &c. 
"  It  was  written  in  the  Arabic  language,  which  the  noble 
Earl  understood  as  well  as  he  did  Latin." 


P.  15.. 

Ne  sono  a  Ferrau,"  Sec. 
•*  I   cannot   allot    any    more    of    my  verses  to  Ferrau, 
or  Sacripante  (or  even  to  Carlisle] ;   the  Prince  of  Anglanic 
calls  my  attention  from  them  ;  &c." 


P.  152. 

Ot   £:0i  G»>CTf»pJS»TEs-,     &C, 

"  The  Gods  in  compassion  to  the  race  of  men  tborn  to 
toil  and  trouble, assigned  the  Muses,  and  Apollo,  and  Bacchus 
for  the  companions  of  their  festivals." 


+  Some  manuscripts  read  here  "  politirians." 
L  1  3 
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P. 152. 

ExXuo-t;,  — EJtteoXn,    &C. 

N.  B.  These  are  Greek,  musical  terms,  and  technical 
words,  which  it  would  be  needless  to  explain,  and  indeed 
would  answer  no  purpose.  Dr.  Burney's  History  of  Music 
will,  1  believe,  give  their  explanation  at  large. 


P. 157. 

Dii  Patrii,  quorum,  &c. 

'*  Gods  of  my    country,    tutelary    Deities  of  Troy^   ye 

cannot  surely  have  resolved  to  extirpate  the  sons  of  Teucer, 

since  ye  have  inspired  the  breasts  of  our  youth  with  such 

loyalty,  such  zeal,  and  with  such  determined  bravery." 


5U 
A 

TRANSLATION 

OF 

THE  PASSAGES 

CITED    IN 

THE  PREFACE  AND  NOTES 

TO 

THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE 

OF 

THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


P,  159. 

E;c?.a.')  I^y  o'   a.p'   o'ia-roi,   &C. 

"  The  arrows  rattled  in  his  quiver  as  he  moved  along  in 
all  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath.  His  march  was  like  the 
Kight.  He  took  his  station  at  a  distance  from  the  ships,  and 
sent  forth  a  shaft ;  and  the  sounding  of  the  silver  bow  was 
terrible.  His  first  attack  was  on  the  animals,  the  mules  and 
dogs ;  but  after  that,  he  smote  the  army  itsklf  wuh  many 
a  deadly  arrow,  and  the  funeral  piles  of  the  slain  blazed 
frequent  through  the  camp." 


P.  161. 

"  I  present  these  considerations  as  the  result  of  accurate 
and  solemn  investigation;  they  are  offered  in  behalf  of  YOU 
ALL  ;  in  the  cause  of  Truth,  of  your  Constitution,  and  of  your 
Laws ;  for  your  common  Salvation,  your  Religion,  your 
Honour,  and  your  Libeity." 

'    L  1  4 
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P.  i6i. 
Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  Sec. 
"  It  is  the  right  of  every  man,  and  it  is  also  mine,  to 
endeavour  to  support  and  vindicate  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  country;  and  while  I  have  the  power  of  appearing 
before  the  public,  I  decline  not  the  danger  of  delivering  my 
sentiments  boldly  and  openly." 


P.  163. 

Avxvyxa-yA  OlojE^sJpoi,  &C. 
*•  Look  upon  "  the  great  Vision  *  of  that  guarded  mount,'* 
see  what  a  power  holds  his  watchful  residence  on  the  summit 
of  ihe  clifF,  a  power  able  to  pluck  you  up  from  your  foun- 
dations !"  N.  B.  The  poet  is  speaking  of  Mars  personified  on 
the  highest  mountain  of  Delos. 


P.  164. 
Jnstat  terribilis  vivis,  Sic. 
•'  She  is  an  object  of  terror  and  dismay  to  all  the  living; 
and  she  claims  the  inheritance  of  those  who  are  ready  to 
perish.  With  her  there  is  no  pause:  when  plunder  ceases, 
lust  wakes  and  rages;  the  rich  tremble  by  day,  and  the 
married  by  night:  af  her  nod  her  Satellites,  with  their 
swords  unsheathed,  start  forth  prepared  for  action." 


P.  165. 
Sasvis  opus  est  et  fortibus  umbris,  &c. 
*'  She  requires  in  her  service  the  spirits  of  the  cruel  and 
of  the  brave  ;  nay,  she  herself  creates  them,  and  she  finds  her 
account  in  death  under  every  form." 

*  An  expression  adapted  from  the  Lycidas  of  Milton. 
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P.  168. 

Quse  cum  magna  modls,  Sec. 
**  A  Region,  long  the  subject  ot  speculation  and  wonder 
to  all  the  surrounding  nations ;  a  kingdom  which  abounds  in 
every  production  which  is  valuable,  and  which  is  defended 
by  the  internal,  consolidated  strength  of  her  own  natives ; 
yet  she  appears  to  have  possessed  no  greater  or  more  illus- 
trious object  of  love  and  veneration  than  Tins  man." 


P.  168. 

Omnia  fata  laborant,  Sec. 
"The  fates  and  fortunes  of  all   around  totter   and  shake, 
if  you  attempt  to  change  what  now  exists  :   the  whole  human 
race  stands  or  falls  in  the  issue  of  this  one  conflict." 


P.  168. 

Animo  vidit,  &c. 
*'  These  subjects  he  saw  by  the  power  of  his  mind,  and 
comprehended   them    by    his    understanding ;    and  by   his 
eloquence  he  cast  a  brightness  upon  them." 


P.  169. 

Af\ii   EIS   Av9pw7ro5,  &C. 

*•   One  enlightened  man  with  an  ardent  zeal  is  able  t® 
preserve  a  whole  people  upright." 


P.  170. 
La  piova  maladeita,  &c. 
"  It  was  a  storm  of  accursed  quality;  of  rain,  cold,  heavy, 
and  frequent,  with  hail  stones  and  sleet,  and  thick  discoloured 

snow. 
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snow,  pouring  down  in  torrents  through  the  darkened  regions 
of  the  air." 


P.  171. 

TLvh.tcl  —  KXX'   »,    &c. 
Thou  sleepest  the  sleep  of  mortahty  !  — But  we  are  not 
"Tiimiindful  of  tliec,  O  Achilles  ;   in  life  and  in  death  thou  art 
equally  the  object  of  our  regard  and  veneration." 


P.  172. 

^    ■  Or/.OV      CCjJL'zfOV     fiKTTOK,     &C. 

i  ■:*A  1  record  the  praises  of  Corintk,  a  state  mild  to  it's  own 
citizens,  hospitable  to  strangers,  fanned  for  opulence,  the 
sacred  residence  of  Neptune,  whose  youth  are  renowned  for 
courage  and  ability.  There  dwells  Eunomia,  the  goddess  of 
\velI-ordered  governments,  arid  her  sisters.  Justice,  the 
unshaken  basis  of  every  state,  and  Peace,  of  like  manners, 
the  dispensers  and  arbiters  of  wealth,  the  golden  daughters 
of  Thentis,  whose  counsel  never  deceives.  It  is  their  wish 
and  purpose  to  chase  away  injury,  the  bold-tongued  parent 
of  satiety  and  insolence." 

"  Here  too  the  Muse  breathes  forth  her  sweetest,  softest 
in"!pirations;  and  Mars  liimseH  flourishes  anew  in  the  prowess 
of  her  youthful  heroes." 


P.  173. 
Hsec  Ego  non  credam,  &c. 

"  Shall  I  not  rouse  myself  at  such  a  call,  and  attack 
them  ?  Shall  1  not  hold  up  the  torch  of  Saiire  to  works  like 
these?" 
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P.  174. 

Mrj   ^iXox,ufii)i ,  SiC. 

♦'  Not  to  be  interested,  nor  take  any  part  in  the  welfare  of 
a  State,  which  never  allowed  them  to  share  any  advantage." 


P. 174. 

•'  The  Romans  were  nothing  humbled,  as  miorht  have 
been  expected,  engaged  as  they  were  in  an  arduous  war,  and 
deserted  by  all  their  Allies  :  but  on  the  contrary,  with  a 
firm  reliance  on  their  internal  powers  alone,  they  rushed 
forward  to  the  contest  with  still  greater  alacrity,  and  with  a 
courage  inspired  by  danger  and  necessity.  They  were  bold 
and  confident  of  their  ability,  under  the  guidance  of  good 
counsel,  to  carry  on  the  war  with  effect  by  their  own 
native  courage  and  virtues,  without  any  to  participate  their 
glory."  

Ferro  Argolicas,  &c, 
"    To  pierce  with  the  sword  the  inmost  concealments  of 
the  Greeks.'* 


P.  176. 
Tu  nc  cede  malis,  &c. 
"  Suffer   not  your  spirit  to  be  subdued  by  misfortunes  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,    steer  right  onward,  with  a  courage 
greater  than  your  fate  seems  to  allow." 


P. 177. 

MaroacXoyuv   (PnjJM,    &C. 

**  The  fame  of  some  vain  pretenders  to  poetry  has   been 

noised 
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noiscf]    about   Creecc,  to  the   disgrace    of  a    learned    and 

distiiiguislicd  art." 


P.  179. 
Place  de  la  Traduction. 

par  Monsieur  Peltier, 
Jean  Norbury,  Docteur,  &c.  &c. 
"Place  of  Translation. 
John    Norbury,    Doctor   in    Divinity,    Canoin   and 
lellow  oi"  Eton  College.     Aged  sixty  eight  years. 

Stephen  Weston,  Bachelor  in  Divinity  ;  an  Abbe, 
a  Traveller,  and  a  maker  of  \eises;  former iy  Rector  of 
a  parish,     ^ged  fifty  years. 

Charles  Coote,*  Doctor  in  Divinity,  a  Dean  in 
Ireland.  Jged  FIFTY-two  years,  according  to  the 
Register. 

P.  S.  J'ai   rccue  uiie  Icttre,   &c,. 

*  P.  S.  "  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Peltier^ 
for  whom  I  entertain  thehighest  consideration.)^vhohaH  informed 
me,  that  there  is  a  little  mistake  concerning  Dk.  Coote,  the 
celebrated  translator.  He  says,  that  Dr.  Cootc  was  not  an 
Irisli  Dean,  (and  consequently  a  great  Theologian,)  but  a 
Doctor  iu  tlie  Civil  Law  in  England,  dceplij  versed  in  the  Greek 
grammar.  INIr.  Peltier,  with  a  zoal  for  truth  of  the  most 
edifying  nature,  and  with  great  devotion  of  mind,  has  requested 
mo  to  correct  the  Register  and  the  Poetry  in  this  particular  ; 
and  has  also  signified  to  me,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  N.\res,  a 
wry  amiable  author  in  his  way,  and  editor  of  the  periodical 
work  called  The  British  Critic,  was  very  eager  and  solicitous 
en  (he  Same  account.  Unfortunately,  it  is  wholly  out  of  my 
power  to  oblige  them;  and  I  returned  an  answer  with  great 
frankness,  '^  My  dear  Peltier,  when  once  a  doctor's  head  is 
K  off,  what  can  be  dune  ?"  (Nov.  1797.) 
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Edward   Tew,    Bachelor     in  Divinity,     Canon   and 
Fellow  of  Eton  College.     Jged  fifty  seven  jy^arj. 

Guillotined  after  tkt  Greek  fashion,   2^th   of  Floreal  : 

^th  day  of  the  Decade^    1996.- 
Extracts fromthe Register  o/TheLiteraryGuillctixe. 

N.  B.  They  ascended  the  scaffold  with  great  resolution  ; 
at  a  quarter  past  ten  in  the  morning  their  heads  Jell. 

Extracts  from  the   Report  made    to  the  Council  of 
Ansients,  by  the  Executive  Minister  of  Literary  Justice. 


P.  180. 
Ye  Sicilian  Muses,  begin  the  strain  of  woe." 


P.  182. 
Je  trouve  dans  le,  &c. 

**  I  find  in  Elmsley,  the  bookseller,  an  adviser  of  much 
wisdom,  knowledge,  and  discretion." 


P.  183. 

Ecrr*v  a  to    ovukthv,  &C. 

•*  An  oath  is  not  sublime  of  itself;  but  the  place,  the 
manner,  the  occasion,  and  the  circumstances  of  introducing 
it,  make  it  so." 


P.  186. 
'*  Into  all  the  meandrlngs  of  verbal  obliquity." 


P.  i86. 

'ErDupcc    ;^pt/T*«,  ■SzC. 

*'  If  a  courtezan  wears  ornaments  of  gold,    let  them  be 
confiscated,  or  lei  her  person  be  public."* 


P.  187. 

"  The  Cyprian  verses  are   not  marked  with  the  accent  on 
the  ante-penultima." 


P. 187. 
Ex  llbrls  deprehendi,  &c. 
*'  From  his  writings  I  discovered  him  to  be  a  man  of  a 
glowing  genius,  extensive  reading,  and  comprehensive 
memory  ;  but  in  general  more  copious,  than  choice  ;  and 
his  style  and  phraseology  rather  confused,  than  clear  and 
chastised." 

P.  188. 
Figuram  animi,  Sec. 
•'    Let  them   rather   present   us    with  the   features  of  his 
mind  than  ot  his  body." 


P.  189. 
Si  tlbi  Mis  iH  I  us,    &c. 
••  If  your  Cook's  name  is  Mystytlus,  why  may  I  not  call 
him  also  T'arat'alla."f 

*  The   construction   dojjonds  upon  llie  mode  of  ])lacing  the 
accent  on  the  word  ^^uor.a. 

+  The  words  M-ystijUiis  and  T'araValla^  arc  a  play  upon  tw« 
Greek  words,  which  cainiot  be  cxplaitied  in  English, 
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P.  191- 

Pleno  jure — usufructuarlo. 

Of  absolute  right —  t  usufructuary." 


P.  192. 

Supera  ut  convexa  revisant,  8cc.  X 
"  That  they  may  revisit  the   superior  regions,  and  agaia 
manifest  an  inclination  to  return  to  their  corporeal,  visible 
for  7ns." 


P.  192. 

Tri    vuv,    x«»    t73»5    &C. 

*'  Take  this  reward  as  a  prize,   thou  venerable  old  man^ 
and  preserve  it  for  a  memorial  of  thy  skill." 


P.  192. 

Melioribus  dim  auspiciis. 
"  Once  under  more  favourable  expectations.'* 


Vide  p.  193. 
P.  194. 


Hoc  Juvenem  egregium,  Bcc. 
"  I  present  the  illustrious  youth  with  this  distinguished 
mark  of  my  regard,  and  of  his  merit." 


+  Terms  in  the  Roman  law. 

+  This  was  an  Eton  allusion  to  Dr.  Norbury's  series  of  old 
clothes,  reappearing,  after  haxing  been  locked  up  for  many 
months.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  translate  (he  spirit  of  it  in 
English. 
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P.  194. 

Ote  ysyovx   Avnff  &C. 
••  "When  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish  things.'* 


P.  19, 


Stc  liceat,  Sec. 
"  In  this  manner  we  may  attempt  to  fill  up  the  measure  of 
Grecian  literature." 


P.  195. 
Tunc  cum  ad  canitiem,  Sec. 

"  What  ?   when  the  hair  is  absoIu*ely  grey  with  years — 
do  you  ask  me  to  overlook  such  folly  ? — No;   no;  no  ;." 


P-I99- 
Spiritus  intus  alit;   &c. 

**  The  spirit  feeds  it  within  ;  and  the  soul,  by  infusion 
into  every  member,  agitates  the  mass,  and  blends  itself 
iatimately  with  the  whole  body." 


P.  200. 
Dlxerat  Anchises ;  &.c. 

**  Anchises  finished  his  speech,  and  led  his  son  ^neas  and 
the  Sibyl!  into  the  midst  of  the  Convention  and  the  buzzing 
crowd.  He  then  chose  a  rising  ground,  that  he  might 
observe  the  whole  company  as  they  came  successively  in 
review  before  him,  and  mark  witli  discrimination  their 
countenances  as  they  passed  by." 
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P.  202. 

Decernunt  quodcunque,  &c. 
**  They  do  just  what  they  will,  with  our  whole  body." 


P.  202. 

J^er  Solis  radios,  &c. 

•*  They  swear  by  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  by  the 
thunderbolts  of  their  Tarpeian  Jove;  nay,  by  every 
instrument  of  warfare  in  the  celestial  recrions." 


P.  203. 

Ejectos  littore,  &c. 
**    I  received  them  outcasts  from  their  own   coasts,   in 
exile,  and  in  poverty;   and  in  an  hour  of  madness,  folly, 
or  inconsiderateness,    1   almost  'incorporated  them  in   the 
kingdom." 


P.  207. 

Heec  limina  Victor,  &c. 
**  Through  this  threshold  the  Conqueror  Alcides  passed." 


P.  210. 

Tanquam  portura,  Sec. 
'•  The  haven^   as    it   were,  and   the  sabbath  of  all   the 
contemplations  of  man." 


P.  210. 

Te  quoque  dignura,  S:c. 

Render  yourself  worthy  of  the  Deity." 
M  m 
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P.  2.5. 

Vinetacsedit  sua. 
"  He  prunes  his  own  vineyards." 


P. 216. 
Ad  terras  comitata  cadentem,  &c. 
"  Let  the  trace  of  the  avenging  lightning,  which  accom- 
panied him  in  his  fall  to  earth,  now  mark  the  very  walls." 

P.  220. 

In  nostros  fabricataest,  Sec. 

•'  The  machine  is  raised  to  batter  down  our  own  walls." 


P.  220. 
Hujusmodi  Gives,  &c. 
•'  It  is  more  advlseable  that  such  citizens,  who  are  inju- 
rious to  tlie  commonwealth  and   promoters  of  sedition  and 
disaiTection,  should  attract  the   censure  of  the  magistrate, 
rather  than  thai  ol'  a  poet." 


P.  221. 
Natural 
Perturbatur  ibi,  8cc. 
"  The  whole  body  and  frame  of  Nature  is  thus  thrown  into 
confusion  and  disturbance,  and  e\ery  principle  is  made  to 
change  its  position." 


P.  223. 

Hdr)  yap    jxoi  5"HOT05   ayvotcc;   ciTscvra,    &C. 

"  In  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  their  systems  present  to  us 
nothing  but  the  gross  darkness  of  ignorance,  and  the  blackness 
oi  deceit,  with  errors  wide  and  infinite  ;  nothing  but  mere 
fancies,  and  crude  conceptions,  and  ignorance  which  sets  all 
comprehension  at  defiance.  I  have  therefore  submitted  to 
examine  them,  from  a  defire  to  point  out  the  contradictions 
which  prevail  in  their  writings,  and  to  shew  the  worltl  that 

they 
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they  only  lead  to  discussions  incajoable  either  of  limit  or  of 
definition;  and  further  to  convince  men,  that  the  end  and 
result  of  them  all  is  unsatisfactory  and  productive  of  no 
advantage  whatsoever ;  without  any  support  from  matter  of 
fact,  or  from  the  evidence  of  reason." 

P.  223. 

rSVOjltrVOfj      &C. 

'*  Being  in  an  agony  he  prayed  more  earnestly.'* 

P.  224. 
Notis  et  Commentariis,  8cc. 
**  With  the  perpetual  notes  and  commentaries  of  Doctor 
Guillotine." 


P.  224. 

O    TTCiVV. 

*'  A  man  of  supreme  eminence." 

P.  225. 

Melliti  verborumglobull. 
**  The  honeyed  globules  of  language." 

P.  225. 
Ut  majus  sit  hasce,  Sic. 
**  It  is  far  easier  to  comprehend  the  doctrine  of  the  rising 
and  setting  of  the  stars,  than  to  understand  these  strange 
contortions  and  eccentricities  of  speech, 

P.  225. 

"  Holding  lights  in  their  hands,  and  trilling  out  melodies, 
and  verses  "  between  ancient  and  modern."* 


*  It  is  impossible  to  render  the  original  Greek  word  of 
Aristophanes  in  English,  which  is  conipoundcd  iu  a  ludicrous 
manner.     An  explanation- could  servo  no  purpose  whatsoever. 

M  m  2 
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P.  225. 
Salva  res  est,  &c. 
•*  The  matter  is  all  safe;    he  actually  is  setting  up  for  a 
philosopher;  pray  what  was  his  name?  *  a  strange  one." 


P.  226. 
■<         Convenisse  Neptune,  &;c. 
"  It  was  suitable  vo  the  majesty  of  Neptune,    that  the 
offspring  of  his  godship  should  acquire  a  more  ample  form, 
the  time  of  his  gestation  being  protracted." 


P.  226. 

Etth*   ax,    &C. 
**  For  the  embraces  of  the  immortals  are  not  ineffectual.' 


P.  226. 
Ev  raff  ayccGai;,   &C, 
"  In  rich  and  good  soils  they  thin  and  lop  the  corn  while  it 
is  growing,  to  prevent  its  being  rank  and  luxuriant." 


P.  228. 
In  nullum  reipublicze,  Sec. 
"  He  became  celebrated  for  an  affected  style,  and  for  an 
ambitious  wordiness,  without  any  advantage  whatsoever  to 
the  state." 


P.  232. 

•'  The  sound  doctrines  of  natural  philosophy  produce  a 
secure  and  well-grounded  piety  auended  with  good  hope, 
instead  of  a  fearful  and  consuming  superstition." 


*  The  name  in  the  original  Latin  cannot  be  translated  with 
any  effect,  for  the  reason  given  in  the  last  remark  ©u 
Aristophanes, 
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P-  233- 
Sint  hie  etiam,  &c, 

"  Let  merit  ever  here  obtain  it's  reward." 


P-  235- 
Musarum  spondet,   &c. 
*'   The  whole  Pierian   choir   and  the   Roman   Phoebus 
himself  answer  for  him." 


P.  237. 
Huic  Musse  indulgent,  &c. 
**  To  him  every  Muse  is  propitious,  and  Apollo  claims 
him  for  his  own." 


P.  238. 

"  'Those  regions  where  Aurora  has  fixed  her  palace,  and 
holds  her  festal  solemnities,  and  whence  the  Sun  himself 
'•  begins  his  state."* 

*  An«xpression  from  the  Allegro  of  Milton. 
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A 

TRANSLATION 

OF 

THE  PASSAGES 

CITED   IN 

THE  PREFACE  AND  NOTES 

TO 

THE  FOURTH  DIALOGUE 

OF 

THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


P.  241. 

Ouo'   «X«wrw7ri*iv    £*;{£   KfcHuv,   &C 

••  Neptune,  who  shakes  the  earth,  was  not  idle  in  his 
observation,  as  he' was  seated  on  the  loftiest  summit  of  the 
wood-crowned  Samos,  lost  in  wonder  at  the  contest  and  the 
war.  From  that  eminence  appeared  all  Ida,  with  the  city  of 
Priam,  and  the  ships  of  the  Grecians.  He  then  descended 
Irom  the  craggy  mountain.  Three  steps  he  advanced  in  his 
march,  and  at  the  fourth  he  reached  his  destination  at  ^gee; 
where  his  imperial  palace,  emblazed  with  gold  and  gems, 
was  erected  in  the  depths  of  the  abyss,  unperishable,  enduring 
for  ever." 


P.  243. 

L'ombra  sua  torna,  &c. 
••  His  shade,  which  had  left  us  for  a  season,  is  now  on 
his  return." 
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P.  247. 
O  proceres,  censore,  &c. 
*'  O  ye  chiefs  of  the  land,  does  this  require  a  censor  to 
punish  it,   or  an  augur  to  explain  the  prodigy  ?   Do  ye  call 
for  the  arm  of  the  law,  or  for  the  lustration  of  religion  ?'* 


P.  249. 

H/ir»,*j  ot;    l:fx    kva  ra^c»,    &C. 

**  In  this  our  country  we  have  our  religious  rites,  and  the 
sepulchres  of  our  forefathers :  here  we  enjoy  the  freedom, 
of  intercourse,  of  society,  and  of  conversation  ;  the  blessings 
of  lawful  marriage,  relations,  and  children,  and  all  the  charities 
of  life.  All  these  we  enjoy  in  common  with  you;  and  from 
these  obligations  we  hold  ourselves  worthy  of  your  trust  and 
confidence." 


P.  250. 

Atvos  Trojugenae  vobis  ignoscitis.  Sec. 
'*   But  ye,   who  boast  yourself  of   Trojan  ancestry,    find 
excuses  for  one  another  ;  and  such  actions,  as  would  disgrace 
the  meanest  mechanic,  are  esteemed  honourable  in  men  of 
rank  and  dignity." 


P-  253- 
Tanquam  in  pistrinum,   &c. 
"  He  seems  to  be  confined,   and  shut  up  as  in  a  kind  of 
workhouse." 


P.  ^55' 

Qnales  et  quantos  viros ! 
*'  Men  indeed  oi\'minence  and  of  high  attainments." 
M  m  4 


© 
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P.  255- 
Idoneus  quidem  mca  sentcntia,  &c. 
**  In  my  opinion  a  competent  judge,  for  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  hear  him  speak  often,  and  he  did  not  publish  his 
sentiments  on  his  works  till  the  cJrator  himself  was  no 
more.  From  this  circumstance  there  is  no  reason  to  think 
that  he  has  gone  beyond  the  truth  from  the  partiality  of 
friendship." 


P.  255. 

To  yy.f    y'-foii;  ian   ^xvovruiv, 

*'  For  this  is  the  tribute  which  we  pay  to  the  departed." 

P.  258. 
Episcopaius  non  est,  &.c. 
*'  Tiie  office  of  a  Bishop  was  not  devised  merely  to  pass  away 
life,  but  it  is  an  office  of  duty,  of  labour,  and  ot  attention." 


P.  258. 

Oi    on    70VOS  ju.:T»ovT;f  tov  rprrovy    &C. 

"  They,  who  have  thus  fashioned  their  manners,  godlike 
Beings,  carried  up  by  devout  aspirations  to  the  heavenly 
legions,  superintend  the  lives  of  all  around  them.  They  arc 
set  apart  and  sanctified  unto  God  Himself,  who  is  above 
all,  for  the  sake  of  the  whole  human  race;  by  a  spirit 
and  disposition  purified  from  every  stain,  by  the  unerring 
doctrines  of  true  and  unfeigned  piety,  and  by  words  and 
works  according  unto  righteousness.  By  these  and  such 
actions  they  offer  up  a  species  of  propitiation  to  the  Deity 
for  themselves,  and  for  those  of  the  same  common  nature, 
and  compleat  their  hallowed  ministry  in  full  consumma- 
tion." 
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P.  259. 

Saltern  detur,  &c. 
"  May  the  evening  of  my  life  pass   in  tranquillity,   and 
in  the  study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures." 


P.  259. 

Si  trapassammo  per,  &c. 

"  Thus  with  slow  and  wandering  steps  we  passed  through 

the  palpable    obscure,    through    the   solid  temperament   of 

darkness,   mixed  with  drizzling  rain.     Our  talk  was  of  the 

life  to  come." 


P.  260. 
Ouibus  occupatus,  &.c. 
•'  The  mind  busied  and  beset  with  (political)  considera- 
tions, finds  but  few  intervals  for  polite  literature." 


P.  e6i. 

Corpora  lente  augescunt,  Sec. 
"  Bodies  are  slow  of  growth,   but   their  dissolution  is 
rapid." 


P.  261. 


Que  ma  viie  a  Colbert  inspiroit  I'allegresse." 
••   My    presence   gave    chearfulness    to   the    minister."^ 
(Colbert).* 

*  Boileau  is  speaking  of  the  great  Colbert,  and  of  the  Princes 
of  the  blood,  and  high  Nobles  who  honoured  lu'm  \vith  ihe/Y 
fiiendship.  Such  times  are  now  passed  for  ever  in  Fianci.',  and 
perhaps  in  England. 
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P.  262. 
Tiunco,  non  fiondibus,    &;c. 
"  The  aged  tree  casts  a  shadow  with  its  trunk,  not  with 
its  foliage." 


P.  263. 

Eli   p,!Ta$op-:jv    kttiv    -u  O-upim, 

'•  To  mar.age  metaphors  with  discretion,    is  the  mark  of 
a  just  and  coiTiprehensive  mind." 


P.  263. 

"  The  metaphors  which  are  drawn  from  analogy,  gene- 
rally meet  with  the  greatest  approbation." 


P.  263. 

*'  They  endeavoured  to  impute  to  them  the  charge  of 
being  enemies  to  the  people  :  some  were  destroyed  from 
private  malice,  and  others  because  they  were  the  creditors  of 
their  murderers." 


P.  264. 

0»  sv  ra.i:  TCokiO'tv  TrpotrTavTsj,   &C. 

"  The  chiefs  of  the  factions  had  each  of  them  a  specious 
name  and  pretext :  some  held  forth  a  political  equality 
among  the  citizens,  and  some,  a  plan  of  a  more  temperate 
aristocracy.  Their  speeches  had  a  reference  to  the  com- 
mon prize  of  contest,  power  and  sovereignty  ;  and  every 
art  was  used  by  the  antagonists  to  defeat  each  other.  Having 
obtained  their  ends  either  by  unjust  sentences,  or  by  acts 
of  violence,  they  were  prepared  to  fill  up  the  measure  of 
their  crimes  and  iniquity." 
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p.  265. 

ATfOC-iXTOIV  IfjlTW),     cue. 

"  The  rage  after  desires  hard  to  be  attained,  is  increased 
by  the  very  difficulty." 


P.  265. 

Tm^fj-  FELICIBUS  UMBRIS,    &.C. 

"  The  shades  of  the  happy  spirits  in  Elysium  had  a  gloom 
in-^heir  appearance.  I  saw  the  Dccii,  the  parent  and  the 
son,  souls  which  might  well  expiate  the  guilt  of  war,  and 
1  saw  Camillas  himself  in  tears.  Catiline  stands  in  irantic 
exultation  with  his  chains  burst  and  broken  asunder,  and 
by  him  the  Marii,  terrible  of  aspect,  and  the  bare,  naked 
Cethegi.  I  saw  the  Drusi,  names  of  popular  celebrity, 
Tribunes  extravagant  in  their  proposals  of  laws  and  decrees; 
and  the  Gracchi,  gigantic  in  tlieir  enterprises.  Bound  in 
the  dungeons  of  Pluto,  they  rattled  their  adamantine  iron 
chains  in  sign  of  applause  ;  and  the  guilty  inhabitants  of 
Tartarus  seemed  to  claim  for  themselves  the  mansions  of 
the  just  and  good." 

P.  267. 

Aspice  Gentem,    &c. 
"  Look  upon  the  Nation,    and  your  oion  Romans,    cjill 
from  thence  the  genuine  race   of  Latium,   not  Nobles  from 
Byzantium,  and  Citizens  from  Greece." 


P.  268. 

Fare  ogni  cosa  dinuovo  in  quello  stato  ;   &c. 

*♦   To  create  all  things  anew  in  that  state  ;    to  make  new 

offices  of  government  with  new  names,   with  new  authority, 

with  new  men;  to  make  the  poor  rich;  to  dismantle  ancient 

cities  ; 


cities ;  to  transport  the  inliabitants  of  one  place  to  another  ; 
and  brieHy,  to  leave  no  one  thing,  nor  condition  of  life 
untouched,  and  not  to  suffer  the  existence  of  any  one  species 
of  rank,  or  order,  or  state,  or  possession,  without  an 
acknovvledircmcnt  of  YOUR  having  granted  it,  and  that  the 
occupier  holds'w  of  you." 

P.  270. 
Nisi  Belhim  Gailicum  exoriatur, 
"  Except  in  the  caseota  Gallic  war." 


P.  270. 

Of  juriv   cWa  fj,-yxv    v   t-.  ^i-'pxj    ScC, 

*'  Moreover  the  country  iisclf,  from  its  vicinity,  and  the 
ancient  renown  and  valour  of  t/ie  Gauls,  was  an  object  of 
considerable  terror  to  the  Romans  who  were  about  to  under- 
take a  war  so  near  home,  and  upon  their  own  borders  ;  and 
in  particular,  as  the  Gauls  had  once  taken  their  city.  On 
this  account  they  made  a  special  law,  that  the  priests  should 
enjoy  an  exemption  from  all  military  service,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Gallic  war.  The  very  preparation  itself  proved 
the  nature  of  their  apprehension  ;  for  it  is  not  recorded, 
that  the  Romans  ever  had  so  many  jnyriads  in  arms  at  one 
lime,  either  before  or  since  that  period." 

P.  270. 

Ut  oporte.t,  Bello  Gallico,  &c. 

*'  There  is  not  a  man,  worthy  of  being  a  Roman  citizen, 

who  would  think  of  availing  himself  of  any  indulgence,  or 

exemption  from    service,     in  the    time    of   a   Gallic    war, 

according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our  ancestors." 

N.  B.  The 
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N.  B.  The  object  of  that  oration  of  Cicero  was  to  inculcate 
this  doctrine  ;  namciv,  "  Gallis  fidem  non  habendam,  hominl- 
"  bus  levibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ipsos  Deos  immortales  impiis ;" 
t.  e.  "  That  no  trust  or  confidence  whatsoever  should  be 
«'  placed  in  the  Gauls,  a  nation  fickle,  perfidious,  without 
♦•  laith,  and  impious  against  the  Gods  themselves." 


P.  271. 

OiiTc    i-tii    crT;vo=(7x.H,    &C. 

"  He  poured   no  libation  from  this  cup,  to  any  of  the 
gods,  save  to  Jove  alone." 


P.  271. 
Experiar,    quid  sacrajuvent,  Sec. 
"  I  will  try,   if  the  Sanctuary  can  avail,  or  if  Apoilo  be 
deceitful." 

P.  271. 
Vocem  adyti  dignam  templo. 
*'  A  voice  from  theinterior  shrine,  worthy  of  the  temple." 


P.  275. 

In  sua  tempia  furit,   &c. 

"  The  thunderbolt  rages   against  it's   oxvn  temples,   and 

without  any  matter  to  obstruct  it,  both  in  it's  fall  and  in  it's 

return,   spreads  devastation  far  and  wide,   and  collects  again 

it's  scattered  fires." 


P.  276. 
Talibus  ex  adyto,  &c. 
««  In  words  like  these  the  Sibyll  utters  her  tremendous 
oracles  of  dubious  import,  and  sounds. them  forth  from  the 
cavern,  blending  truth  with  obscurity." 
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P.  276. 
Lcs  Merveilles  que  Dieu  a  faitcs.  Sec. 
"  The  miracles  which  God  has  wrought  for  the  eternal 
salvation  of  Henrietta  of  England.  It  was  necessary  to 
overthrow  a  great  empire  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of 
the  Church.  If  the  laws  of  the  state  are  in  opposition  to 
her  eternal  salvation,  God  will  shake  the  powers  of  that 
state  to  deliver  her  from  those  laws." 


P.  277. 

Mc  permettez  vous,   &:c. 
"  May  I  be  permitted,    O  God,   to  look  upon  thy  holv 
and  awtul  counsels  with  fear  and  trembling?   Are  then  the 
times  of  confusion  not  yet  accompliiihed  !" 


P.  277. 
"  Nous  souhaitons  que  i'Angleterre,  &c. 
"  Our  principal  wish  is,  that  England,  too  free  in 
her  belief,  and  too  licentious  in  her  sentiments,  may  be 
chained  down,  as  we  are,  in  these  happy  bonds,  (i.  e.  of 
the  Catholic  faith,)  which  prevent  the  pride  of  man  from 
wild  and  wandering  thoughts,  and  bring  it  into  the  captivity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  the  Church." 


P.  278. 

AtcP    »;//.;vof   a,?JMVf  &C. 

'*  Sitting  apart  from  the  rest,  on  the  holiest  summit  of 

Olympus." 


P.  278. 

TTfoc    TO    «iV)*ov  ioXiTriY. 

•'  He  looked  to  that  which  is  eternal  and  Incorruptible." 
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P.  280. 

Conditur  omne,  &c. 
*•  All  the  company  of  the  stars  are  veiled,  and  the  cpn« 
stellationspass  away  without  a  name." 


P.  281. 

"  He  was  an  experienced  warrior,  and  his  nature  inclined 
liim  to  military  pursuits :  but  as  to  the  other  habits  of  his 
life,  he  was  temperate  and  collected,  of  a  philanthropic 
disposition,  and  so  attached  to  Greek  literature  and  Greek 
writing,  as  to  make  the  professors  of  them  the  objects  of  his 
praise,  and  even  of  his  veneration.'' 

P.  282. 

AtvEwv  ca'jr,rx,    &0. 

*'  Praising  those  things  which  are  worthy  of  commenda- 
tion, and  scattering  censure  on  the  unworthy  and  the 
nefarious.' 

P.  282. 

Aux  Saumaises  futurs,   Sec. 

"  To  prepare  tortures  for  the  Salmasius's  of  a  future  age." 


P.  284. 
Prima  vel  voce  canentis,  &c. 
*♦  They  yield  to   the    first  notes   of  the  enchanter,  and 
tremble  to  hear  the  second  invocation." 


P.  285. 
Credidi,    propter  quod  locutus  sum. 
*'  I  believed,  and  therefore  have  I  spoken." 

P.  286. 
Exequiale  sacrum,  &c. 
*•  The  funereal  dirge,  and  the  strain  which  appeases  the 
minor  shades." 
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P.  289. 

Ot;x    r.'jvxp<;,    &C. 

**  He  could  not  rest;  but  nourished,  as  he  was,   with  the 
laurel  of  Apollo,  he  poured  forth  his  oracular  strains." 


P. 291. 

Hie  Cimbros  et  sun'.ma,  8cc. 
•'  He  sustained  the  attacks  of  the  Cimbri,  and  met  the 
last  extremities  of  the   state,    and   by  his  single   prowess 
supported  tjie  city  during  its  terrors." 


P. 292. 

Tcivrx,   7r»vT«  XoyurfMu  Xxouijf    &C. 

*'  Such  a  man,  taking  all  these  things  into  his  consideration, 
living  in  quietness  and  tranquillity,  (like  one  who  takes 
shelter  when  the  storm  is  raging,)  occupied  wholly  in  his 
own  concerns,  and  seeing  the  world  around  him  filled  with 
all  manner  of  iniquity,  is  contented  to  pass  the  time  of  his 
sojourning  here  in  peace;  and  being  pure  himself  from 
ail  unriijhteousness  and  the  works^of  unholiness,  with  calm 
confidence  expects  his  dismission  and  departui'e  in  all  the 
fulness  of  hope." 


P.  294. 

*'     Their     own    son,     sporting    among    the     immortal 
powers." 


P.  296. 
Qucsticrano  gli  scherzi,  &c. 
'•  These  were  only  the  sportive  fancies  of  a  poetical  pen, 
not  the  serious  opinions  of  a  catholic  mind." 
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P.  297. 

rPANTH    To|o?opov,    &C. 

"  Granta    has  produced  a   son,    bold  and  in  compleat 
armour." 


P.  297. 

Ket>.cc.  XXI  v^i  6*io«?,    Sec. 

"  The  strains  ol'  thy  lyre  are  deep  and  various;  thy 
march  is  noble  and  sublime,  and  splendour  surrounds  thee 
in  thy  progress.  What  excellence  of  thine  shall  I  then  select, 
thou  who  art  every  way  worthy  of  honour  and  commen- 
dation? Thou  hast  discovered  the  remedy  against  death,  and 
the  support  of  old  age.  All  hail!  perchance  in  some  future 
song  I  may  again  remember  thee." 


P.  298. 
Les  Remains  eurent  aussi,  &c. 

"  The  Romans  had  also  their  allegories  upon  the  double 
Sun  in  its  succession  at  different  times  of  the  year.  They 
applied  them  to  their  Remus  and  Rojnulus.  The  names  are 
allegorical,  and  all  of  them  relate  to  the  year." 


P.  299. 
lis  en  firent  la  fete,  &c. 

"  They  changed  the  festival  of  the  Z^mures  into  i?^murest." 


P.  299. 
Nous  avons  vu  dans,  &c. 
«'  We  have  seen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  Romulus 
was  THE  SUN  ;   that  every  argument  proved  it !" 

N  n  ■   The 
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The  proof  is  this.     "  Le  noni  de  sa  mere.  See. 
"  The  name  of  his  mother,  that  of  his  father,  his  brother, 
the  death  of  his  brother  (Remus\  his  own  name,  &c. 


P.  299. 
Ce  qu'  exprimoient  a  cet  egard,   Sec. 

*'  What  the  Greeks  meant  to  express  by  the  Apotheosis 
of  Hercules,  the  Romans  expressed  by  the  Apotheosis  oi 
tbeir  Romulus," 


P.  299. 
Quirinus  (nom  de  Romulus)  la,  Sec, 

*'  Quirinus  (a  name  of  Romulus),  being  the  literal 
translation  of  Melcarthe,  or  Melicerta,  among  the  Tyrians, 
IS  ANOTHER  PROOF,  that  they  considered  Romulus  AS 
THE  SUN." 


P.  300. 
Deliramenta  doctrinae. 

The  wild  speculations  of  learned  men. 


P.  300. 
Si  Captivos  aspiccres,  &c. 

"  If  you  regard  ike  captive  nations,  behold  the  Molossi, 
the  inhabitants  of  Thcssaly,  and  Macedonia,  the  Bruttians 
and  those  of  Apulia;  if  you  consider  the  splendid  ornaments 
of  other  countries,  look  at  the  gold,  the  purple,  the  statues, 
tke  pictures,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  Tarentum." 


P.  302. 


Negatas  artifex  sequi  voces. 
••  He  attempts  to  express  the  language  which  nature  has 
denied  him,** 
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P.  302. 
Attaqiier  Chapelain  ?  ah,  c'est,  &c. 
«'  What?  attack  poor  Chapelain?  oh,  no;  he  is  such  a 
very  good  sort  of  man.  To  be  sure,  if  he  had  taken  my 
advice,  he  would  never  have  m^ide  verses :  he  absolutely 
exhausts  and  kills  himself  with  rhyming.  Why  does  he  not 
write  prose? — This  is  what  the  world  in  general  says  pi 
him;   and  do  I  say  any  thing  else  ? 


P-  303- 
Et  quidnam  egregium,  &c. 
"  What  honour  can  result  from  the    destruction   of  a 
building  raised  by  so  puny  a  lyrtV^ 


P.  304. 

Ego  si  risi,  &c. 
*'  If  I  indulge  myself  in  a  smile  at   such  trifling  follies, 
must  I  of  necessity  be  an  envious  and  malicious-tempered 
man  ?  Surely  not," 


P.  304. 

Munus  Apolline  dignum. 

'•  An  offering  worthy  of  Apollo." 


P.  304. 

Criticus,  adsuetus  urere,  secare,  S:c. 

"  A  mere  critic,  whose  whole    business    is   to   torture, 

hack,    and   abuse    without    raen.^,   eVery   book    of    fvery 

description;  to  stab,  or  reduce  with  his  pen,  all   commas, 

Nn  2  syllables,' 
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syllables,  points,  words,  and  sentences;  will  \v)i  such  a 
man  withhold  his  unrelenting  talons  from  attempting  to 
destroy  the  good  order  and  government  of  such  a  kingdom  as 
this?" 


P.  305. 

riTtXov  TO   p-Eyasj   &c, 
"  The   principal    feather    of    the    vain-glorious    bird   is 
plucked  and  fallen." 


P.  309. 

Tla.av.v  noi>)T»K»i?j   &C. 

"  The  very  form,  substance,  and  image  of  Poetry  in  aij 
its  brightness." 

P-  309- 

'O7XV  EvSyo-to^a/Vj    &C. 

•'  When  feeling  tlie  power  of  enthusiasm,  and  fully 
subdued  by  the  influence  of  the  Muses,  he  calls  forth  into 
action  all  the  primal,  original,  and  divine  energies  of 
poetry." 

P.  310. 

Tv)V    TtllV    TloifiTlllV,      &C. 

••  The  enthusiasm  of  poets,  when  it  is  roused  and  set  in 
motion,  and  communicates  the  impulse  to  others;  when  it 
receives  it's  fulness  from  above,  and  diffuses  to  all  around 
the  light  imparted  from  heaven.'* 


P.  gio. 

KMi^M  Mi<«r<X5  |i/i>iv,    &C. 
•'  I  call  upon  the  Muses  to  send  forth  their  uniied  voices, 
full  and  syraphonious,  in  all  the  varied  power  of  harmony  ; 

such 
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such  as  they  are  recorded  to  have  celebrated  in  choral  bands 
at  the  tomb  of  Achilles,  in  Homeric  strains  and  immortal 
inspiration.  Let  us  theref©re,  the  sacred  Pierian  choir, 
join  and  breathe  together  all  the  fulness  of  the  song;  and  I, 
Apollo  with  the  clustering  locks,  seated  in  the  midst  of  you, 
will  myself  preside." 


P.  311. 

Ofyoi  n  ip-jcTi;,    &C. 

"  The  disposition  of  your  son  has  a  strong  impulse  to 
learning  and  the  sciences." 


P.3tt. 
Legere  si  desideras,  &c. 

**  If  you  are  desirous  to  read  and  study  works  like  these, 
you  must  be  free  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  business, 
that  your  mind  may  be  at  full  liberty  to  comprehend  the 
force  of  poetry.  As  to  myself,  though  I  was  produced  on 
the  very  mountain  of  the  Muses,  where  the  consecrated 
Mnemosyne,  with  her  nine  offspring,  bore  to  Jove  the 
whole  choir  of  the  arts;  though  I  was  born  in  their  very 
school;  though  I  have  obliterated  from  my  soul  the  very 
traces  ot  the  love  of  money  and  of  possessions ;  though  I  have 
adopted  and  exercised  the  profession,  against  even  the 
appearance  of  success ;  yet  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  am 
received  and  enrolled  in  the  assembly.  I  may  be  told,  I 
have  undertaken  a  work  of  weight  and  dignity:  but,  allied 
as  I  am  to  all  the  literature  of  Greece,  why,  from  indolence 
and  sloth,  should  I  abandon  tiie  honour  of  my  native 
country  ?" 

N  n  3 
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p.  312. 

Ncquc  cniin  Aonium,  Sec. 
'•  I  wander  not  through  the  Aonian  grove  with  the  steps 
of  a  stranger;   nor  are  my   brows  now,  for  the  first  time, 
encircled  with  the  fillets  of  the  Muses." 


P.  3»2. 

Helas!  je  n'ai  point  vu,  &c. 
*•  Alas!  1  have  never  visited  that  abode  of  enchantment, 
those  scenes  of  beauty  and  delight,  where  Virgil  hath  so 
often  sung.  But  I  swear  by  the  poet,  and  by  his  sublime 
strains,  that  I  will  visit  them;  I  will  pass  the  summits  of 
the  Apennines ;  I  will  repair  thither,  full  of  his  great  name, 
full  of  his  consecrated  verses,  and  repeat  them  among  the 
very  scenes  themselves  which  inspired  the  bard." 

P.  317. 

Et  meae,  si  quid,  &c. 

•'  And,  if  any  opinion  of  mine  is  worthy  of  attention,  I 
will  give  it  freely  in  his  favour." 


P3'7- 
Sic  gemmas  vaginas,  &c. 

*'  In  this  manner  did  JE.neas  place  the  gems  of  honour  in 
the  very  front  of  the  scabbard." 


P.  318. 

SrEi/ropi  liirajLiEvo;,  &C. 
*'  Like  Stcntor,  with  a  heart  of  courage,  and  a  voice  of 
brass,  whose  speech  was  eaual  to  that  0^ fifty  men  united." 
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P.  318. 

Vicinas  alii  Veneres,  &c. 
"  Let  others  celebrate  in  song  the  charms  of  many  a 
tieighbouring  Venus,  and  the  dances  wliere  the  Graces 
preside ;  it  is  our  province  to  record  the  austere  doctrines 
and  decrees  of  truth.  The  chords  of  our  lyre  sound  in 
deeper  and  more  solemn  tones." 

P.  3,9. 

Oiov   I  Till    'TToWuvo;,    Sec, 

"  How  is  the  branch  of  Apollo's  own  laurel  shaken! 
how  is  the  whole  temple  convulsed!  Hence,  avaunt,  ye 
profane.  Apollo  himself  approaches;  and  the  sound  oi 
his  steps  in  the  threshold  is  propitious!" 


P. 319. 
De  lodice  paranda,  &c. 
•'  A  konse^zujfe  doctor,  or  schoolmaster." 


P.  321. 
O  nondura  cognita  divum,  &c. 

"  O  ye  gifts  of  the  gods  not  yet  fully  understood!  All- 
hail,  Frugality,  thou  who  art  guardian  and  friend  of  virtue 
and  modesty,  the  curb  of  luxury,  and  the  tutelary  genius  of 
life  itself!" 


P-  323- 
In  qua  Ego  nactus,  ut  mihividebar,  &c. 

•'  Being,  a^  I  thought,  in  possession  of  the  vantage  ground^, 

with  the  opportunity  of  cutting  down,  or  of   curbing,  the 

headstrong    impetuosity    of    youth,    I   was  earnest  in  my 

endeavour,   and  exerted  every  faculty  of  my  courage  and 

N  n  4  understanding 
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unders'ianaing,  not  from  a  dislike  or  hatred  to  any  one,  but 
from  an  honcsl  hope  of  correcting  the  errors,  and  healing 
the  disorders  ot  ihe  state.  The  Republic  is  sorely  smitten 
and  afflicted!" 


P-  323- 
Salve,  magna  parens,  &c» 

"  Hail   to  thee,    Eton,    thou   great   nursing   mother  of 
learning  and  of  men!" 


P.  324. 
Mussat  tacito,  &c. 

"  Learning  is  struck  dumb  with  apprehension." 


P.  325. 
Academia  degli  Arcadi,  &.c. 

"  An   academy  of    Arcadians,    and   Italian   Bu/fos^  or 
comedians." 


P.  326. 
Uni  quippe  vacat,  &c. 

*•  I  have  leisure,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  drop  a 
tear  on  the  degenerate  race  and  kindred  ot  Newton." 


P.  326. 
Stupet  aere  primo,  &c, 

**  Achitles  stands  astonished  as  he  first  breathes  that  air. 
He  asks,  what  places  are  these?  what  waves  he  hears? 
where  is  his  beloved  Pelion?  he  finds  all  things  either 
overthrown,  or  altered  and  strange  to  his  view;  and  he 
even  hesitates  to  acknowledge  his  own  mother." 
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P.  3a8. 

Tsvo?  sxXektok,  &C. 
"    A    chosen   generation,    a   peculiar   people,    a   royal 
priesthood." 

P.  328. 

Jam  Thebae  juxta,  &c. 
"  The  scenes  of  Thebes  are  not  far  off;    and  the  gulph  of 
darkness  is  yawning  before  us." 

P-  330- 
iEneados  magnos,  &c, 

"  The  great  race  of  /Eneas,  and  the  imperial  Palatine.'* 


P-  33a- 
Quis  gremio  Enceladi,   &c. 

"  Who  confers  the  tribute  of  reward  on  Enceladus  and 

the  learned  Palismon,    in  proportion  to  their  labours  and 

fatigue  of  public  instruction  ?" 


P.  333- 
Status  dicitur  a  itando.  Sec. 

••  The   word    "  rtate"  [or  condition  of  life)   is  derived 

from   "  to  stand,"   because  when  a  man  is  in  possession  of 

one  good  prebend,  we  say,  ke  stands  loellin  the  world.''* 

P-  333- 
Recorderls  Marescottum  nostrum.  Sec. 
"  You  remember  our  friend  Marescottus  used  to  $av,  that 
he  was  indebted  to  our  sacred  art  (of  medicine)  for  three 
things,  which  he  never  should  have  enjoyed,  if  he  had 
taken  upon  him  the  order  of  priesthood,  as  his  parents 
proposed  to  him.  The  advantages  were  these:  1.  a  strong 
athletic  habit  of  body  to  his  eighty. second  year ;  2.  ^hundred 

thousand 
*  Tlie  Latin  words  are  ludicrous. 
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ihousa7:J  pounds;   and  3- an   intimate  acquaintance    an4 
friendship  with  men  ot  rank  and  eminence." 


P-  334. 
Siccat  iniEqiiales,  Sec. 

*'  The  Priest  is  invited,   but  not  to  an  equality  in  the 

glasses." 


P-  334- 


Ipse  capillato,    Sec. 
"  My  Lord  himselt"  drinks  ot"  the  most  costly  vintage 
matured  by  years  and  good  keeping." 


P-  334. 
E  bencosa  certa,  che  Paolo,  &c. 

"  It  is  a  certain  fact,   that  Pope  Paul  the  Fourth,   who 

vas  a  man  of  a  great  mind,  and  of  immeasurable  thoughts 

and  designs,   was  convinced  that  he  could  himsllf  rectify 

all  the  disorders  of  the  state,  by  his  pontifical  authority  alone. 

He  never  conceived  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  any 

prince  in  these  affairs.     It  was  his  custom,  never  even  to 

converse  with  the  ambassadors,  without  thundering  in  their 

tars,  that  HE  himself  was  above  all  princes  and  potentates ; 

ihat  he  would  not  suffer  any  one  of  them  to  live  in  habits  of 

familiarity  with  hi?n ;   that  he  could  change  and  dispose  of 

kingdoms;  that  he  was  the  direct   successor  of  HIM,  who 

had  cast  down  and  deposed  kings  and  emperors." 


P;335. 
Ubi  Papa,  ibi  Roma!  &c. 

**  Wherever  the  Pope  resides,  there  is  Rome !   for  ever 

and  ever,  till  time  shall  be  no  more!" 
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P-  337- 

Crimine  ab  uno,  8cc. 

From  one  single  offence,  learn  the  nature  of  them  all." 


P-  337- 
A  1544.  Merindoliani  et  Caprarienses,  Sec. 
"  In  the  year  1^44,  the  Merindoliani  and  the  Caprarians, 
&c.  the  poor  existing  remnant  of  the  Alb^genses,  presented 
to  Francis  the  First,  King  of  France,  the  following  Confession 
of  Faith,  which  they  had  received  by  uninterrupted  tradition 
from  their  ancestors,   from  the  year  of  Christ,  1200,  &c.'* 


P.  338. 

Anglia  sic  stabit,  &c. 
"  So  shall  England  stand !    so  shall  she  remain  the  lofty 
and  unshaken  citadel  of  Christianity  !" 


P.  340. 
LtCia  et  fortia  surgunt,  &:c. 
"  The  plants  are   lusty   and  vigorous ;    for  the  soil    is 
wholesome  and  Nature  is  working  at  the  root." 

P.  341. 
Jamque  videnti,  &c. 
*'  While  he  was  looking  on,  she  stained  his  temples  and 
his  forehead  with  the  crimson  of  the  mulberry." 


P.  342. 

O  magna  sacer  et  superbus  umbra  ! 

*'  Hail  to  thee,  in  awful  concealment,  and  in  conscious 
pride  ;  great  is  the  shadow  of  tliy  name  !" 

N.  B.  Junius's  motto  to  his  Letters  is,  "  Stat  nominis 
umbra."  Lucan." — "  There  is  only  the  shadow  oj  tJu 
name." 
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P.  346. 
State  super  vias  antiquas. 

"  Stand  firm  upon  the  old  paths." 


P. 346. 

f2j   EiTi'ir,    <rvvv,y-v    vi^iXciiy   Scc. 

*'  Having  thus  spoken,  he  gathered  together  the  clouds, 
and  with  the  trident  in  his  grasp,  perturbed  the  Ocean  ;  he 
roused  up  all  the  blasts  of  all  the  winds  from  every  quarter, 
and  covered  the  earth  and  the  sea  with  clouds,  and  Night 
was  spread  over  the  face  of  heaven  !" 


P.  346. 
Dicendi  magister,  &c. 
Plato,  at  once  the  master  and  the  example  of  eloquence." 


P.  347. 
Multos  modo  falsa  rcvisens,  &c. 
'•  False  philosophy  has  revisited  the  world  and  deceived 
many;   but  Learning  shall  reinstate  them  and  fix  their 
minds  on  solid  ground." 


P.-347. 
Cur  non  omnia  ? 
•*  Why  are  they  not  all  so  ?" 


P.  348. 

Quis  rapictad  se,  &c. 
•*  Who  will  be  eager  to  appropriate  to  himself  what  is 
expressed  in  a  general  way  ?" 
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P.  348- 
Qui  se  fera  connoitre,  &c. 
"  Who  will  make    himself  known  out  of  season,  and 
without  necessity  ?" 


P-  349- 
UndeDoctoris  titulo,    &c. 
^  f •  Why  do  they  glory  in  the  title  of    Doctor,   but   to 
instruct  and  teach  others  ?" 


P.  350. 

*♦  The  epistle  was  written  from  Rome,  when  Paul  stood 
before  Caesar  Nero  for  the  second  time." 


P.  351. 
Negotium  ^dilibus  dedit,   Sec. 
**  He  gave  it  in  strict  charge  to  the  ^^diles,  not  to  suffer 
any  Roman  who  wore  the  toga  or  gown,  to  remain  in  the 
forum,  except  he  laid  aside  the  Lacerna*  or  Potnula'^ 


P.  352. 
Multo  stillaret,   &c. 
"  When  the  paenula.  or  cloak,  was  dripping  with  the  rain." 

*  The  Laccrna  was  a  garment  •worn  over  the  toga  or  govrn, 
in  bad  weather  :  but  chiefly  on  a  journey.  The  old  Scholiast 
on  the  first  satire  of  Persius.  y.  68.  c^lls  the  Lacerna  and  Psenula 
Lothj  Pallia.     The  Pallium  was  a  long  open  manteau. 


P-  352. 

*'  In  an  indissoluble  conncciion  and  agreement  according 
to  tiie  rules  of  ihe  best  reason." 


P-  3<53- 
O  Vecchi,  ch'  avete,  8cc. 

"  O  ye  old  fellows,  who  feel  that  you  have  need  of  a 
wife,  Sec.  Sec."  School/or  Husbands. 


P.  356- 
Longa  est  injuria,  &c. 
"  The  account  of  the  injurious  transaction  is  rather  long, 
and  the  particulars  of  it  are  tedious." 


P. 356. 
O  Fortunati,  quorum,  Sec. 

"  Hail,  fortunate  and  favoured  people,  whose  temples 
and  palaces  are  rising  again  under  such  auspices!" — Such 
were  the  words  of  ^neas,  as  he  was  surveying  the  pinnacles 
of  the  city." 


P-  357- 
Fortunes  majoris,  &c. 
••  A  man  who  reflects  honour  on  his  distinguished  situation, 
and  opulent  fortune;  of  an  erect  and  independent  spirit." 


P.  358. 
Carbonem  pro  Thcsauro.  Proverb. 

••  A  coal  instead  of  a  treasure." 
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P.  358. 
Oceano  libemus,  ait. 

•'  Let  us  pour  forth  our  libations  to  the  Ocean." 


Privatis  majora  focis. 
*'   Too  expensive  tor  a  private  man's  purse.'* 


P.  359- 
D'ou  ce  visage  enfin,   &c. 

*♦  Whence  is  that  look,  paler  than  that  of  a  stock-holder  at 
the  sight  of  a  decree,  which  cuts  ofFa  quarter  of  his  income  i* 
Who,  or  what,  has  plunged  you  so  deeply  in  chagrin  and 
melancholy?  Is  there  any  edict  in  force/or  ihe  reformation 
pf  the  kitchen?" 

P-359- 
Prens  moi  le  bon  parti,  &c. 

"  Be  advised,  my  son;  choose  what  is  useful  ;  lay  aside 
all  your  books  and  your  studies.  Be  conversant  in  these 
sublime  sciences;  fling  away  your  Plato,  and  take  in  your 
band  this  Guide  to  Finance.'^ 


P.  361- 
Vita  cedat,   uti  conviva  satur. 

*•   May  he  take  leave  of  life,  as  a  guest  satisfied  with  his 
entertainment." 


P.  363. 
Rendono  un  alto  suon,   See. 
♦*  They  send  forth  a  sound  as  loud  and  deep  as  the  Nile, 
when    he    deafens    the    neighbouring   shores   with   all    his 
cataracts. 
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Soyez  plutot  ma9on,  &c. 
"  Better  be  a  mechanic,  or  a  builder,  or  a  niason,  if  such  is 
your  talent,  a   workman  of  character  in  any   necessary  art 
or  trade,  than   an  ordinary  writer,  or  a  common  maker  of 
verses." 


P.  365. 

"  He  was  chosen  for  a  certain  transcendent  excellence 
peculiar  to  his  nature," 


P.  365. 
Par  classes  et  par  titres,  &c. 

"  By  divisions   of   subjects,    and  heads   of  sections,   to 
dogmatize  inverse,  and  rhyme  chapter  by  chapter." 


P.  365. 

••  These  are  the  archetypes,  the  examples  of  your  soft 
and  delicate  life;  these  are  the  shameful  and  scandalous 
tenets  of  your  theology ;  these  are  the  doctrines  of  your 
fornicating  gods, — As  to  pictures  or  images;  you  have  the 
little  figures  of  Pan,  and  naked  girls,  and  obscene  protiusions 
in  forms  gross  and  palpable.  Your  very  ears  are  impure; 
your  eves  have  committed  fornication ;  your  countenance  is 
adulterous.  Shame!  shame!  ye  have  done  violence  to  the 
nature  of  man,  and  by  your  corruptions  ye  have  debased  all 
that  is  divine  in  his  composition." 
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P.  366. 

AX^O    Tf    fJiOi    IV^MV   i9*?,    &c. 

"  I  think  this  circumstance  fully  sufficient  to  mark 
the  morals  of  the  man  ;  this  alone  clearly  displays  the 
nature  of  the  afTections  and  passions  of  his  mind.  For 
when  a  man  stands  in  no  awe  of  the  disgrace  which  attends 
bad  actions,  and  has  no  concern  for  his  character,  there  is 
no  way  of  transgression  in  which  that  man  may  not  walk. 
With  a  countenance  cloaihed  in  shamelessness  and  audacity, 
he  easily  and  naturally  proceeds  from  one  bad  action  to  the 
most  profligate  attempts." 


P.  369. 
Transeat  in  exemplum. 
•'  May  it  pass  into  an  example." 


P.  372. 

Perche  aitrove  non  have,  &.c. 

"  (He  does  this)  because  he  has  no  other  object  to  engage 

his  attention  ;  since  he  is  cut  off  from  every  mode  of  action^ 

and  cannot  display  any  other  courage  and  ability  [at  present) 

in  more  arduous  enterprizes." 


P.  372. 

Ut  vellem  his  potius,  Sec. 
"  Would  to  heaven  he  had  given  up  to  trifles  like  these 
all  the  time  he  devoted  to  savage  and  cruel  purposes." 


P.  373- 

*•  Wrought  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  fury,'* 
O  o 
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P.  374. 
•  Trtsle  ministerium  !  &c. 
"    ♦^  A  m(?!aflclio!y  office  !  alter  the  manner  of  their  ancestora, 
they  held  the  lighted  torch  to  the  funeral  pile,  and  turned 
'£side  Iheir  hces.'^ 


.:ll£V?  3'v  .  P.  374. 

*•  The  lont^ue  Is  a  fire;  a  world  of  iniquity;  it  defileth 
the  whole  body,  settcth  on  fire  the  course  of  nature,  and 
it  set  on  fire  of  hell;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly 
poison." 


P.  374- 

K«X>5  ava^rpoJ«,   &C. 

"  A  conversation  and  behaviour  honest  before  men.— 
The  meekness  and  mildness  of  wisdom." 


P-375. 

"  Endeavouring  to  secure  alike  his  own  existence  and  the 
return  of  his  companions,  but  in  vain  :  for  he  could  not 
^cu/e  his  friends,  however  anxious  for  their  support." 


P.  375. 

Since  he  had  brought   the  sacred  citadel  of  Troy  to 


destruction  " 
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P-375. 

•*  He  took  away  at  once  ihe  power  of  the  Senate.  As  the 
measures  were  proceeding,  the  words  of  Gracchus  received 
still  stronger  confirmation. — The  whole  strength  and  power 
of  the  government  narrowly  escaped  an  utter  subversion." 


P.  375. 
Errare  Gives,  si  turn,  &c. 
"  (He  said)  the  citizens  were  under  a  mistake,  if  they 
thought  the  senate  had  now  any  weight  in  the  constitution." 


P.  376- 
MIrantur  taciti,  &c. 

"  They  stand  in  silent  astonishment;  and  wait  for  the 

fall  ol  the  yet  duBious  thunderbolt." 


P-  377- 

Ut  te,  fortissime  Teucrum,  &c. 

*'  How  willingly  do  I  receive  arid  acknowledge  thee,  thou 

bravest,  boldest  of  the  Trojans!  with  what  pleasure  do  I  call 

to  my  remembrance  the  words,  the  voice,  and  the  spirit  of 

the  great  Anchiscs  !'* 


P.  378. 

Impudens  liqui,   &c. 
*♦  I  wandered  from  my  own  home,   without  a  blush  for 
my  folly." 


P.  378. 
Mutemus  Clypeos,    &c, 
••  Let  us  change  shields,  and  adapt  the  devices  oT  tht 
Greeks  to  our  own." 

O  o  d 
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P.  380. 

Hos  mirabantur  Athcnae,   Sec. 

'-   ••   Atl>ens  looked  with  astonishment  at  the  torrent  of  their 

eloquence,  while  iliey  wielded  at  will  the  passions  of  the 

tuil  assembly. " 


P.  38,, 

M«X»   ao^ij-TJKi'j,   Sec, 
With  singular  sophistry  and  arrogant  presumption." 


P.  381. 

ATt<^«     (JLOtpOiC     (flVH,    SiC. 

"  A  celestial  anijf^d  having  nothing  of  pride  or  vanity  in 
it's  nature,  sent  down  immediately  frdm  heaven  for  the 
prcsejvation  and  guardianship  of  men  below," 


P-382. 
Apud  Giaeclam,  quae  semper,  &,c. 
*  ••  In  Greece,  which  was  ever  ambitious  of  the  sovereignty 
m  eloquence,  and  particularly  in  Athens,  the  parent  of  every 
science,  in  which  the  highest  power  and  strength  of  speech 
was  first  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfection  ;"  (na 
peroration  to  a  forensic  speech  was  ever  permitted.) 


P.  382. 
Epilogos  illi  mos,  &c. 

"  The  custom  of  the  ciiy  precluded  him  from  the  use  of' 

the  peroiation."    ■ 
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p.a82. 

.  Non  licebat  Athenis,  &c. 

"  It  was   not  permitted  to  attempt  to  move  the  pnssipns; 
and  they  denied  an  oratcr  the  epilogus  or  peroration." 


P-  383- 

**  If  the  city,  O  Athenians,  were  indeed  cofifessedly 
composed  of  slaves,  of  things  made  over  and  bought,  and 
not  of  MEN  who  consider  themselves  worthy  of  the  rule  and 
governance  over  othi  rs,  yc  would  scarcely  have  endured  the 
afTronis  and  insultmg  language  oi  this  man,  which  he  is 
daily  pouring  forth  in  the  market  place,  in  the  assemblies,  in 
the  very  tribunal  itself;  stigmatizing  men  better  than 
himself,  and  tar  higher  descended,  as  poltroons,  and  slaves, 
and  the  sons  of  slaves." 


P.  384. 

Ilia  sejactet  in  aula,   8cc. 

"  Let  ^£olus  swagger  in  his  own  Haiti" 


P.  384. 

Pi  oh  dolor!   imperium,  &c. 
•'  Oh  heavy  report!    to  whom  is  the  empire  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  unrelenting  trident  now  consigned!" 

.  ,    II 

P.  385.   _ 
Eunt  tutis  terrarum  crimina,  Slc. 
*•  The  crijnes  of  the  land  are  wafted  with  impunity  on  tJit 
sea:  from  the  time  when  the  ship,    loaded  with  the  plunder 
of  Jason,     first  disturbed  the  rights,   the  repose,  and  the 
majesty  of  the  ocean!"  * 

:j::u..i**tt:...  O  o  3 
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P.  386. 

Ta)fjU)t.'iKjj'J   7ay/AXTww   a^a\ay/x8{,    &C.  '~' 

*•  The  war-cry  of  the  Roman  legions  rushing  to  conquest, 
and  the  shouts  of  the  seilitious,  surrounded  with  fire  and 
sword,  were  heard  aloud.  There  was  no  mercy  for  age ; 
nor  could  dignity  find  any  respect.  Wasted  and  gaunt  with 
famine,  they  bellowed  forth  their  groans  and  lamentations: 
while  all  the  Perapa  and  the  neighbouring  hills  resounded, 
and  made  the  tone  deeper  and  deeper.  The  calamities  and 
sufferings  were  more  formidable  than  the  tumult  itself." 


P.  38^. 

"  The  composition  and  words  are  so  sublime,  and  the 
sentiments  so  weighty  and  full  of  matter.  The  whole  body 
of  the  narration  is  dramatic,  and  abounding  with  action." 


P.  387. 

Finis  et  aetas,  &c. 

••  The  age  and  completion  of  all  things  is  gone  backward : 

but  we  will  mark  our  late  dissolution  and  death  with  honour 

and  renown  I  our  death  shall  be  delayed,  and  not  without 

honovir." 


P. 387. 
lis  prennept  leurs  ordres,  &c. 
••  They  take  orders  from  them  without  being  conscious 
Ol  it." 


P.  388. 
Me  veterum  frequens,  &c. 
Memphis  wjih  all  her   ancient  pyramids  offer's  me 

instruction : 
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instruction:  the  tear  which  falls  over  departed  glory,  the 
bt»sts  and  mutilated  statues  of  Roman  worthies  scattered  up 
and  down  among  the  people,  and  the  smouldering  trunks  of 
empires  smoaking  in  ruins,  present  me  with  many  an  awful 
subject  of  admonition,  as  I  sit  in  silence  and  in  sorrow." 

P.  388. 
Ecce  iterumCrispinus  !  &c. 
"   Behold  Crispinus  again  ;    1  must  often  call  upon  him, 
a  monster  whose   faults  are  not  compensated  by  a  single 
excellence." 

P.  389. 
Si  tardius  artus,   8cc. 
"  If  his  limbs  had  not  yielded  so  quickly  to  the  stroke, 
he  might  have  deserved  a  second  thunderbolt. 


P.  396. 
Dat  operam,   &c. 
'•  He  toils  and  labours  with  a  desire  of  uniting  reason  with 
madness."  '    '*<'''  ''"  ' 


P'397- 
Gros  paquet  de  toile,   8cc, 

**  (He  opens)  his  large  bundle  of  clothes,  green  and  red; 

his  suits  of  clothes  all  of  one   colour,  and  his  second-hand 

velvet-suits  a  little  faded."  '       ■■ 

P-  397- 
Vous  etes  bien  heureux,  &c. 

*'  You  are  very  fortunate   in  having  applied  to  Me,  in 

preference  to  any  Qther  person.     Heaven  be  praised,  I  carry 

O   o  4  on 
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on  my  profession  in  a  plain,  honest  manner.     I  am  the  only 
cld-clothes-vian  who  has  an)  morality  about  him."  ,« 


P-  397- 

'    '      ■  E|o/x«V   Jk    S    TOV,    &C. 

*'  We  shall  now  have  a  criterion  to  distinguish  THIS 
MAN  from  all  other  living  beings  jucI  be  enabled  thoroughly 
and  distinctly  to  understand  the  whole  of  him." 


P.  398. 
Qui  au  travers  de  toute  sa  picte,    &c. 
*•  Who,  in  spite  of  all  his  piety,  certainly  is  not  an  author 
with  impunity,   (or  without  paying   for  it,)    and  who  has 
he  satisfaction  of  reclaiming  women  of  dissipation,    and  of 
preserving  spouses,  when  shaken  by  seducing  lovers,  firm  to 
their  duty.      But   it  cannot  be  said,   that  ail  his  hotnilieSf 
and  his  works,   are  equally  strong  and  delicate." 


,,':rUi.!c.'j-./>''.     ^^ 
Avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homme,   &c. 

"   To  have   with  him   a  man   (like  myself)  who  knows 

something  of  literature,   and  writes  a  good  hand,  to  make  a 

fair  copy  cf  his' homilies." 


P-398. 
Nil  habuit  in  tenementis. 

**  He  had  nothing  in  the  tenements." 


P-  399- 
Doctor  sanctissimus  ille,  &c. 

**  The  most  sacred  Doctor  Gregorius  who  bedewed,  and 

even 
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even  inebriated,  the  church  with  the  honey-heavy  dew  of 
his  preaching." 

P.  400. 
Per  verlta,  e  un  gran  capriccio,    Sec. 
**  In  truth  it  is  a  great  capriccio  (or  whimsical  fancy) ;  but 
in  this  he  keeps  up  to  his  own  style." 


P.  404. 
Pan  etiam  Arcadia,  &c. 
••  Pan  would  acknowledge  himself  vanquished,  even  by 
the  decision  of  Arcadia.'* 


P.  404. 
Hoc  illis  dico,  Sec. 
*'  I  address  this  observation  to  those  who  do  not  understand 
me. 


P.  406. 
Temulentus  vidctur. 
•'  He  seems  rather  insolent  and  flushed." 


P.  409. 
Inhos  totaruens. 

■■    *•  Rushing  upon  them  with  her  whole  force." 


P.  409. 
Te,  Venus  Regina,  &c. 
"  O  Venus,  thou  sovereign  goddess,   visit  those  temples 
where  Warton  and  Steevens  call  upon  thee  in  j^zoz/i  sacrifice," 


P.  4C9. 
Nobis  non  licet,  &c. 
"  We  who  cultivate  the  muses  of  a  more  chastised  spirit, 
cannot  indulge  ourselves    in    such   licentious    freedom   of 
speech," 
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P.  412. 

Ergo  omnis  furiis,    Sec. 

"  All  Etruria  rose  up  together  with  just  resentment,  aitd 
v.itli  iiistant  arms  demanded  that  ihe  king  should  be  brought 
io  *  punish msnt.^^ 


Ense  velut  strlcto,  &c. 

"  Lucilius,  as  with  a  drawn  sword  in  hand,  roused  himself 
into  ardent  indignation." 


P.  414. 
Nos  genera,  &c. 

*•  We  only  touch  slightly  on  the  various  kinds  ofbooks ; 
it  ii  not  our  business  to  digest  whole  libraries." 


P.  415. 

Non  me  Phoebi,  &C'. 
*•  The  shrine  of  Phoebus  has  not  deceived  me,'* 


P.  419. 

DeUS,  in  spatio,  &c. 

*'  The  Deity,  in  infinite  space,  as  in  his  own  fensdriujitt 
has  an  intimate  perception  of  all  things." 

*  Punishment  is  the  modem  democratic  wori  fox  murdering 
lings  aud  priests. 


567 

P.  420. 

Deus  creavit,  &c. 
*'  God  created  the  universe;    Linnseus  disposed   it  ia 
order!" 


P.  420. 
Stabat  anhela  metu,   Szc. 
"  Nature  stood  in  awful  apprehension,  looking  upon  the 
Cadv/ho  alone  wields  the  thunder,  and  rules  the  elements !" 


P.  422. 

Nolumus  leges,  &c. 

*  We  will  not  suffer  the  laws  of  Nature  to  be  changed.' 


P. 422. 
**  They  are  seen  by  the  understanding. 


P.  423. 
Sunt  lacrymsE,  &c. 
*•  Tears  are  a  debt  due  to  human  misery,  and  the  woes  of 
mortality  affect  the  mind." 

P.  425. 

••  The  united  effulgence  of  numerous  and  collected  stars 
shining  together." 


P.  430- 

Tavra.    juty,    Jxavw,"  fjntpaviry-i,  &C. 

"  We  have  given  this  narration,  to  the  intent  that  the 

nature 
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nature  of  GoD  may  be  made  manifest  to  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  it,  how  various  it  is,  and  how  manllold  ;  and  to 
convince  thein  that  all  events  come  to  pass  in  their  appointed 
season,  and  that  lit:  declares  what  shall  be  herciiftcr.  Wc 
have  related  these  things  to  shew  the  ignorance  and  unbelief 
of  men,  by  which  tliey  were  not  suffered  to  foresee  any  part 
of  these  events,  and  were  delivered  over  to  the  calamities^ 
without  a  mode  or  possibility  ot  escaping  them." 


P.  431. 

"  Thou  man  of  God,  tliou  faithful  minister  and  steward  of 
the  divine  mysteries,  thou  man  of  the  desires  of  the  spirit,  i 
call  upon  thcc  as  a  pillar  and  support  of  the  church,  holding 
last  the  word  of  lite,  and  the  main  stay  of  faith,  and  the 
resting-place  ot  the  spirit." 


P.  432. 
^acidse   similes,   &c. 
Like  Achilles  himself,  they  wield  the  divine  armour.' 


P.  432. 

Quid  non  libido.  Sic. 
^'  What  cannot  the  wild  wantonnefs  of  the  luin)an  mind 
devise  or  raise  up  ?-after  what  species  ofevil  does  it  not  feel 
a  prurient  desire? — Some  Ynen  by  mahcious  disputations 
question  the  rule  and  goveVnance  of  the  aM-powerful  God! 
In  proportion  to  the  wiliness  of  their  language  fhey  cut  up 
the  principles  of  the  Faith  by  petty  shifts  and  prevarications; 
and  by  convenient,  pliable  syllogisms  they  loosen  or  con- 
firm, at  their  pleasure,  the  consistency  of  every  enquiry  and 
pf  every  exanaination  after  truth.^" 
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P.  435- 

A^'  IxvTU    /xsraCa*/;*,     See. 
**  He  passeth  from  himself,  as  the  image  to  the  archetype, 
being  already  in  the  possession  or  enjoyment  oi  the  end  and 
purpose  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage." 


P.  435. 

•*  Such  is  the  life  of  gods,  and  of  godlike,  happy,  highly- 
favoured  men :  a  deliverance  and  separation  from  the  low 
cares  of  mortality  ;  a  life  which  receives  not  its  pleasures  and 
satisfaction  from  the  things  of  this  world.  It  is  an  ascent  or 
flight  of  the  soul,  which  is  one,  simple,  and  uncompoundcd, 
to  that  Being  who  is  One,  and  alone  in  an  eminent  and 
incommunicable  sense,  God  Himself  !"* 


P.  436. 

Tov  Toiy   Aa"rfuv,  ScC. 

"  The  whole  company  of  the  Stars,  and  the  great  Sun 
himself,  are  not  bodies  of  fire." 


P.  436. 

riff)    rr,  Tuv  A<r7fuVf   &C. 
"  A  species  of  fire  accommodated  to  the   nature  of  the 
stars." 

*  The  language  of  Plotinus  in  these  passages  is  so  sublime, 
and  full  of  meaning,  that  without  a  paraphrase  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  express  the  ideas  contained  in  them,  particularly 
in  these  few  words,  *'  <i>vyn  'Slati  rrco;  MONON."  The 
translator  feels  what  every  Greek  scholar  will  experience  on 
such  an  attempt.  It  is  sufficient  however  if  the  sublimity  of 
the  idea?  is  apprehended  bv  the  reader. 


570 

p.  438. 

Tom   Maff'xu.-v  Ufft  Sovtf- 

*'  Such  is  the  sacred  offering  of  the  Muses." 


P.  440. 

^stuat  ingens 

Imo  in  corde  pudor,   &c. 

••  Rage  and  sorrow  mixed  with  shame  are  foaming  in  the 

rfepth  of  his  soul,  together  with  Love  wrought  up  to  madness, 

and  conscious  merit."  '     •• 


P-  443. 
S'^io  avessi  le  rimeeaspre,  &c. 

••  If  I   were  master  of  those   l)arsh  and  rugged  rhymes, 

which   are  adapted  to  the   melancholy  cavernous  entrance, 

I  would  express   the  very  inmost  sap  of  my  conceptions; 

but   as  I   feel   myself  wanting,  it  is   not  without   fear  and 

apprehension  that  I  speak,    for  it  is  no  ordinary  enterprise   to 

paint  to  the  world  at  large  the  wonders  of  TH£  Abyss  1" 


P-  443- 
•  •'  Ncgli  alti  vestigi,  &c. 

"In  the  sublime  track,  of  mighty  poeis  on  the  hi'gh  tnd 
niaster-ro^^d." 

P.  445. 

Dns  DiLECTE  SexNEX,  te  Jupiter,  &c. 

"  Fortunate  old  man,   favoured  of  heaven!  Jove  himself, 

and  Apollo,  and  the  God  of  eloquence  must  have  shed  their 

mildest  influence  on  youi   birth;    lor  no   man   ca7i    be  the 

jricnd  oj  a  great  Poct,    uho   is   ?2Ct  himself  dear  to  the 

immortals. 


immortals.  Favoured  thus',  you  enjoy  a  green  and  flowering 
old  age;  the  honours  of  your  brow- are  preserved ;  your 
understanding  is  vigorous,  and  your  mind  in  full  possession 
of  it's  adult  faculties.  In  the  name  therefore  of  Clio,  and 
of  the  mighty  Phoebus,  all  hail,  thou  venerable  Mansus, 
hail  forages  yet  to  come  I" 


P.  446- 
Tanto  homini  fidus,  Sec, 
*•  A    faithful    friend   to  so  great    a  man  ;  and  a  steady 
admirer  of  such  distinguished  excellence." 


P.  416. 
Vir  vere  magnus,   Sec. 
"  A  man  truly  great,    if  piety,   integrity,   probity,    the 
highest  erudition,  and  equal  modesty  with  dignity  of  con- 
tluct,   are  qualities  which  can  be  esteemed  great." 


P.  446. 

TiXivrn Tti  *»«,    &C. 
••  The  clofe  of  his  life  was  most  illustrious ;    and  his  own 
Athenians  interred  Him,  (their  beloved  Physician,) 
on  the  very  spot  where  he  fell,  with  distinguished  honours 
and  veneration." 


P.  446. 
Finem  dignum  et  optimis,  &c. 
"  May  they  close  their  labours  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
character  of  men  of  virtue,  and  suitable  to  their  consecrated 
works." 
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P.  447. 

H  ^olXk  Xvyfrii,  S:C. 

*•  I  have  a  message  full  of  sorrow  to  deliver  to  you. 
Would  it  were  not  so  1 — Achilles  is  no  more.** 


P.  447. 

Toy   jMii  ars    Gavovr'   Ao»daw,   Sk.C. 

••  But  even  in  deaih  he  was  not  left  unpralsed  or  unsung  : 
for  the  virgins  of  Helicon  encircled  the  pile  and  the  tomb  of 
the  hero,  and  chaunted  their  memorial  dirge.  It  seemed  good 
to  the  immortals,   that  so  great  a  man  should  not  pass  from 

the  world  without  the  hymns  and  harmony  of  the  Muses." 


P.  448. 
Remuneratio  ejus  cum  Altissimo  t 
«•  His  reward  is  with  the  Most  High! 


P.  450. 
Exornet  aetatis,  &c. 
May  he  add  to  the  glories  of  this  our  age  !" 


P.  454. 
Natara  omnium  partlum,   &c. 
"  Nature  creates  and  produces,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
the  rudiments  and   principles  of  the   whole  body,   and  of 
every  component  part." 


P-  455. 
Gnossius  hiec,  &c. 
"  The  Cretan  Rhadanianthns  sways  over  these  realms  of 
unrelenting  severity." 
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P-455. 
Demonstro  vitia  ;  tollite,  Sic, 

**  I  declare  and  demonstrate  publicly  the  specific  vices 
and  crimes ;  take  them  away  :  I  denounce  to  you  the  force 
intended  to  be  called  into  action,  the  arms,  and  the  instru« 
mcnts  ;    remove  them." 


P.  456. 
'*  To  direct  the  intellectual  vessel  of  the  heart." 


P.  456. 
Ad  pecuini  corpusculi,  Sec. 
''  To  the  vileness  of  the  bestial  body." 


P.  456. 

Ilium  ne  hominum  quidem,  &c. 

••  They  do  not  consider  him  among  the  number  of  rational 

men,    so    far    are  they    from    enrolling    him    among   the 

citizens,  whose  institutions  and  manners  he  would  ridicule 

and  set  at  nought,  if  he  were  not  restrained  by  fear." 


P-  457- 
Nigidium  vidi,  &c. 

*•    I  have  seen   the  philosopher  NlgiJias,     and    I   was 

acquainted  with  Cratippus." 


P.  459. 

••   A  certain   ignorance  very   grievous,   which  notwith- 
standing has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  wisdom." 


P  '^ 
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P.  460. 

Tip;  ryjot;  lixv  vo>.iTUXi,  &cc, 
*'  Added  to  this,  when  bad  political  institution*  and 
permeious  doctrines  are  the  subjects  of  lectures  and  discourses 
from  city  to  city,  in  public  and  in  private;  and  when 
instructions  and  sciences,  by  no  means  calculated  to  remedy 
the  evil  and  counteract  its  fatal  influence,  are  instilled  into 
the  rising  youth;  this  is  the  specific  reason  why  those,  who 
are  of  bad  dispositions,  continue  to  be  bad.  We  must 
blame  the  planters  and  not  the  things  planted,  and  reprobate 
the  instructors  rather  than  the  instructed. 


P.  46c. 

0*'/o;^»5i    otmon;  »j    H^*!,    &C. 

"  Hebe,  the  goddess  of  youth,  presides  at  their  enter- 
tainments. They  comprehend  with  the  eye  of  the  intellect, 
the  whole  sensible  world  ;  and  by  thought  and  intention  of 
mind,  which  is  never  warped  or  turned  aside,  they  fill  all 
things  by  a  species  of  creative  wisdom  and  fore -know  ledge. 
They  have  always  a  youtliFuI  divinity,  and  the  power  of 
their  understanding  shines  forth  with  a  brightness  not 
subject  to  diminution." 


P.  463. 
Abyssus  abyssum  invocat. 
One  deep  calleth  upon  another." 


P.  463. 

-'■'••»  The  storm,    rushing  with   a  mighty  noise    from   the 
conflicting  clouds,   roared  with  a  deep  intonation," 
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P.  464. 

"  A  shafp-edged  sword  plerccth  through  my  soul." 


P.  464. 

Vera  bona,  atque  illis,  &c. 
♦♦  The  true  goods  of  this  hfe,  and  those  which  are  found 
to  be  essentially   difTcrent,     when  the  mist    of    error    is 
dispersed." 


P.  466. 

Sic  furlis  Cacimens,   8cc. 
*'  So  ferocious  and  infuriate  was  the  soul  of  Cacus  :   he 
left  not  a  species  of  cryne,  wickedness,  treachery,  or  fraud 
unatiempted,  or  untried." 


i^t 


P.  467. 
*'  It  is  man :   the  name  will  explain  or  excuse  the  rest." 


P.  467. 
O  axtfci  o|t>5,  &c. 
•*  Opportunity  is  instant;  experiment  is  hazardous.' 


P.  468. 
Licet  quod  videtur,  Sec. 
•*  Whatever  they  think  proper  they  declare   to  be  the 
jiational  property  ;  and  what  they  decree  to  be  so,  they  expose 
t©  public  sale." 

P  p  2 
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P.  468. 

Perspici  non  potest.  Sec. 
*'  It  cannot  be  deteirained,  whether  their  severity  is  more 
grievous,  or  their  alliance  and  favour  more  expensive  to  the 
objects  of  them." 


P.  468. 

'Evtioa.v  ou;^t   ruv    tvo;^X8VTwy,    &,C, 

*'  I  am  not  of  the  number  of  those  men  who  are  perpetually 
troubling  and  disturbing  you  ;  I  hold  not  any  office  of  trust, 
or  of  administration  in  the  state.  I  therefore  come  forward 
with  confidence,  and  denounce  transactions  and  crimes  like 
these." 


P.  469. 

Je  ne  veux  point  admeltre  dans  les  arrets  de  conseil,  &c. 
*'  I  would  not  allow  the  admission  of  a  trivial  truth  in 
the  decrees  of  council,  or  a  clearness  which  is  too  easy 
and  familiar.  1  choose  to  have  a  subtle  kind  of  truth,  an 
elegant  perspicuity,  a  natural  manner  but  not  wholly  without 
art,  set  off  with  words  of  pomp,  unexpectedly  raised  with 
a  certain  roundness  of  phraseology,  with  intermediate 
vocatives,    and  inc/e^nite  fldverbs" 

P.  470. 
*'  A  treatise  concerning  Zoology." 


P.  471. 

j^/j,  si  vous  sa-^u'Z  UGrecl — Ceu\',  Sic. 
••  Oh,    if  you   did  but  understand   Greek!  — They  who 
understand,   or   think    they    understand   Hebrew,    Arabic, 
Syriac,  Coptic,   Persian,  or  Chinese,   think,  and  speak  in 
the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  reasons." 


^7 

p.  471,- 

H     noX*7*xr)     y.ifiuirxTy\,     SiC. 

**  The  science  of  Politics  is  the  supreme  and  master- 
founder  of  the  rest.  It  is  her  province  to  declare  and  crdain 
what  sciences  shall  be  cultivated  in  States,  which  of  them  is 
proper  for  each  person,  and  to  what  point,  and  how  far. — 
We  see  already  some  of  the  most  respectable  powers  bending 
under  her  dominion. 


P.  471. 

Tlinrxovra,   ^fv^xv,   &C. 

*'  I  want  fifty  pieces  of  gold  ;   I  do  not  want  letters.     If 
you  love  me,  give  me  money." 


P.  472. 

To    /Arj    Jvc^jaa    Xsynv,    &C. 

**  All  the  ancients  were  very  careful  not  to  use  words  of 
an  inauspicious  sound,  and  in  particular,  the  Athenians. 
They  therefore  did  not  call  the  Prison,  the  Executioner,  or 
the  Furies,  by  their  direct  appellations,  but  by  softer  terms*, 
such  as  a  Mansion,  a  public  minister,  the  venerable 
Goddesses,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


P.  474. 

Signa  tamen,  divumque  tori,   &c. 
"  The  statues,  and  the  couches  of  the  deities,  and  every 
spot,  which  they  had   honoured   with  their  presence  and 
favour,  are  yet  shewn." 

*  The  synonimous  wovdi  will  hardly  bear  a  translation. 
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P-  475- 
Cum  ferro,  cum  metu,  cum  privilegio,  &c. 
•*  With  the  sword,  by  terror,  by  pretended  rights  and 
privileges,  with  the  collected  bands  of  desperate  and  aban- 
doned wretches,  by  threats,  by  a  nefarious  league  and 
union; — by  these,  and  by  such  instruments  and  agents, 
ihey  would  hold  the  country  in  the  bonds  of  servitude  and 
oppression.  They  have  set  up  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  as 
in  mockery  and  derision,  not  with  a  religious  reverence  and 
respect." 


P-475- 

Ayr*  T«  aTTodavai,  &C. 
*•  Instead  of  giving  a  plain,  open  avowal  of  their  opinions, 
they  have  recourse  to  sophisms,  and  glosses,  and  exceptions, 
and    [demurring)   declarations.      Such   is   their  character ; 
men  without  virtue,  principle,  or  justice. 

P.  476, 
Auream  invenit,  &c. 
•*  He  found  it  of  gold  ;   he  left  it  of  paper." 

P.  478. 
Non  hoc  ista  sibi,  &c. 
*'  The  times  demand  x\ot  exhibitions  such  as  these.** 


P.  479. 

Non  hacc  everso,  &c. 
"  It  is   not   by    such   leagues  and    covenants  as    these, 
that  he  caa  preserve  the  Tuscan  stream,   apd  the  palaces  of 
F.ome'vndiXi  age  of  distraction  and  convulsion." 
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P. 479- 
Non  ante  revellar,  Sec. 

**  I  will  not  be  torn  away  from  thee,  O  Rome,  till  I 
embrace  thee  in  thy  last  agony:  thy  name  also.  Liberty, 
will  I  venerate  and  cherish,  and  will  follow  after  thy  very 
shadow,  even  when  it  can  avail  no  more." 


THE  END. 
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THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


Abbott,  Right  Hon.  Charles,  now  Spoalicr  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  noticed,  467,  notes.  The  new  digester  of 
our  laws,  hint  to  him  thereon,  ib. 

Abcrcroi/tbic,  Sir  Ralph,  noticed,  344. 

Jbcrncthy^  ^Ir.  noticed,   349,   and  note  o,  ib. 

Jduir,  Dr.  Biographer  of  Burns  the  poet,  440,  note  n. 

Addington^  Right  Hon.  Henry,  now  Lord  Sidmoutli,  his  elo- 
quence, knowledge,  and  understanding,  133,  note  h. 

Addisotj,  noticed,  396,  notes.  His  simplicity  and  tempered  hu- 
mour contrasted  with  Mr.  Godwin's  efl'usions,  ib. 

/Eschines,  cited,  249,  note  d. 

^fE^chylus^  mentioned,  157.  Person's  manuscript  corrections,' 
&c.  of  his  tragedies  unfairly  obtained  and  printed,  ib.  note 
r,     Josephus  compared  to  him,  385,  notes. 

Qq2 
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Akenside^  Dr.  his  Ilyrati  <o  the  Naiads,  195,  notes. 

Albigenses,  the  sect  described,  337,  notes.  Sandius's  History 
concerning  them,   cited,  ib. 

Akiphron''Sy  Kpistlcs,  cited,  471,  notes. 

Ampulla^  ofAstolpho,  the  effect  of  i(s  contents,  27. 

Anaxagoras^  reasoning  before  Pericles,  232,  notes. 

Anecdote^  of  the  etiquette  observed  in  drinking  at  a  bishop's 
table,  334,  note  5. 

Angercau,  General,  noticed,  362,  note  kk. 

Annins,  mrntioncd  as  a  forger  of  anfient  manuscripts  and  in- 
scriptions,  138.  note  r. 

Anthologia,  cited  and  adapted  to  the  subject,  6. 

Antiquuriaity  Society,  not  instituted  solely  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  Gothic  architecture,  or  to  attend  io  the  cabaU 
of  bu'^y  Romish  baronets  and  Romish  priests,  356,  noteu. 

Apollo^  hymn  to  him,  362,  notes. 

Apology^  general  one  of  Horace,  cited,  10. 

Appian^  the  Historian,  cited,   375,  notes. 

ApulciH.f,  cited,  76,  note  x. 

Arch/lochii.<t,  situation  of  his  tomb  described,  158,  note  s. 

Arden,  Pepper,  late  Lord  Alvanlcy,  one  of  the  Mezzi  Soprani 
in  the  political  opera  of  Acis  and  Galatea,  152,  notes. 
His  legal  abilities,  163,  i\oie  m. 

Arctwus,  cited,  123,  nott^s. 

An'osio,  cited,  preface  vii,  nofe  d.  Introductory  Ijcttcr,  25, 
EuIogiBm  on  him,  iO-  Cited,  27.  Ditto,  56,  note  zz. 
363,  noies. 

Ariaiophunesy  cited,  225,  notes.     305,  note  /, 

Arktotlcy  mentioned,  226,  notes.  Cited,  263,  notes.  His 
rhetoric  icconimcnded  to  political  writers  and  speakers,  ib. 
His  "  l-JliiicK  and  Poiitics"  fhe  two  most  important  treatises 
anliqaily  can  boast,  41S),  note  nn.  His  knowledge  of  the 
tyrannic  n.atnrc  of  a  democracy,  461,  notes.     Character 
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of  his   writings,  ib.     Camus's  cditioa  of  him  mentioned, 
470,  notes.     His  Ethics  cited,  471,  notes. 
jfrmsiro?tg,  ])r.     His  Art  of  Health  cited,   199,  note  «. 
^iscrcBun  the,  Hesiod.     His  Theogouia  cited,  438,  note?. 
AMey^  Hon.  Maurice,  noticed,  274,  notes.     His  preface  to 
his   Translation  of  Xenophon's   Cyropasdia   cited.     Ilea! 
Christianity  defined  by  him,  ih. 
jfthunasiuSy  mentioned,  434,  noteo. 

Jtheism,    one  of   its  causes  defined    by  Plato,    459,    notes. 
Consequences   of  it  vrhcn  perfected  hy  modern  philoso. 
phers,  ib. 
Athcneeus,  mentioned,  226,  notes. 

jithens,    orators  and  barristers,  not  permitted  to  make  any 
epilogue  or  peroration,   in  the  courts  of  law  or  in  the  se- 
nate, 382,  notes.     The  clepsydra  or  water-clock  in    use 
there,  ib.     It's  government  characterised,  472,  notes. 
Aizcood,  George,  Esq.  noticed,  437.  His  paper  on  the  stability 
of  ships  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions.  The  medal  of  the 
Royal  Society  presented  to  him.  A  dignified  member  of  it,  ib. 
Ai/giiidny  mentioned,  457,  notes. 
Augustin,  Saint,  cited,  258. 
Augustus.)    noticed,    267,    notes.       His  boast,    476.    notes. 

Paraphrased  with  respect  to  Mr.  Pitt,  ib. 
Aulus  Gellius,  mentioned,   226,  notes. 

Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  said  to  be  uncertain,  Introduct.  Letter,  2. 
His  opinion  of  inferior  critics,  91,  notea.  Ideas  of  satire,  106. 
His  poetical  confession,  116.  His  Avish  relative  to  democracy 
and  infidelity,  118,  notes.  Not  fearful  of  Thelwall's  lec- 
tures, 133,  notes.  Jocular  apprehension  for  the  safety  and 
purity  of  Mr.  Steevens,  135,  note/.  Reason  for  perpetuating 
the  remembrance  of  Ireland's  forgery  of  Shakspeare,  140, 
notex.  Opinionof  the  present  style  of  female  tiress,  148,  note 
e.  Whimsical  travesty  of  Aois  and  Ualatea,  l.>2, notes.  Com- 
pliment to  Mr.  Gifford,  166.  His  opinion  of  the  power  of 
Qq  > 
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literature,  162.  Description  of  the  progress  of  the  Ffencli 
republic,  164,  notes.  Exposes  the  machinations  of  the 
corresponding  societies,  170.  Com])limcnt  to  Bnrke^ 
171.  Opinion  of  conscience,  172.  Ditto  for  the  time  nc- 
re^sary  for  settling  a  ne>y  power  or  constitution,  173. 
Deprecates  any  alteration  in  our  own,  175.  Advice  re- 
specting French  philosophy,  ib.  His  fictitious  and  hu- 
morous correspondence  with  Monsieur  Peltier,  179, 
notes.  Paraphrase  of  a  passage  in  Bishop  Ilorsley's  ser- 
mon, 184,  note  k.  Opinion  of  tliat  prelate  as  a  -writer, 
from  Erasmus,  187,  note  a.  Satirical  ohservation  on 
annexing  portraits  of  authors  io  their  works,  189,  notes. 
Description  of  the  scene  of  contest  for  the  translators  of 
Gray-s  Elegy,  190,  note  r.  Censures  the  Etonian 
translators  of  Gray's  Elegy,  19.>,  notes.  Warning  io 
all  priests  and  ministers  of  the  Christian  religion,  19G, 
tiote  y.  Questions  to  government  relative  to  the  main- 
tenance of  Roman  catholic  priests,  200,  notes.  Calls 
on  the  church  and  state  to  be  watchful  of  the  emigrants, 
203,  notes.  Books  recommended  by,  for  students  in 
theology,  208,  notes.  Prediction  concerning  him,  210. 
llis  poetical  character  by  a  friend,  211,  note/.  Exposes 
(Godwin's  Political  Justice,  210,  note  p.  Recommends 
some  works  of  Bishop  "NVatson,  232,  notes.  Ditto  of  Mr. 
Onseley  and  Mr.  Maurice,  23.'?,  notes.  Ditto  Roscoc'sLifa 
of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  58  1,  note  c.  Commendation  (to  the 
Author  of  the  P.  of  L.)  more  plensant  than  censure,  238, 
iiote;j.  Reverses  a  phrase  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  25  4.  Contempt 
for  the  j7C/rfw/c  of  citation,  (as  such)  283.  His  design  in 
making  them,  ib.  Has  a  particular  dislike  to  the  mixture  of 
languages,  ib.  His  appeal  direct  to  his  country,  285.  Opinion 
on  tlie  stability  of  Great  Britain,  ib.  Will  not  reply  to  his 
adversaries,  286.  Invocation  to  the  ancient  bards,  306,  &c. 
His  opinion  of  Eton,  and  other  public  schools,  31Sj  note  /;. 
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Gbservatlons  on  the  method  of  academical  study,  328, 
notes.  Admonition  to  the  British  youth,  329,  notes. 
Remarks  on  a  passage  in  St.  Paul's  second  epistle  to  Timothy, 
350,  note  p.  Wish  to  the  minister  and  to  the  united  Empire, 
361,  notes.  Observations  on  seductive  and  libidinous  no- 
vels, 367,  notes.  His  character,  by  himself,  370.  Dreads 
much  for  this  country  from  the  abilities,  erudition,  and 
more  from  the  mild  conversation  of  Home  Tooke,  372, 
notes.  Apprehensions,  with  respect  to  Great  Britain, 
376,  notes.  Confidence  in  her  means  of  defence,  tb» 
from  the  public  spirit  of  the  nation,  377.  Eulogium  on 
Mr.  Pitt  as  a  minister,  eft.— Dream  of  his,  381.  Hope  of 
Great  Britain  expressed.  385,  note  p.  Two  questions 
proposed  by  him,  387,  notes.  Idea  of  conducting  elec- 
tions in  public  charities,  399,  note  x.  Opinion  of  Aris- 
totle's Ethics  and  Politics,  4l9,  note  7in.  Ditto  of  Mr. 
Kiug's  Morsels  of  Criticism,  425  to  43l,  notes.  Character  of 
Doctor  Glynn,  445,   notes.     Address  to  his  friend  Octa- 

.  vius,  450.  Character  of  him,  ib.  note  v.  Claims  excuse 
and  indulgence  for  his  expressions,  464,  notes.  Idea  of 
regulations  in  government,  467,  notes.  Definition  of 
modern  French  philosophers,  469,  Sec.  notes.  His  love  of  his 
country,  and  why,  476.  Ilis  solemn  declaration  with  re- 
spect to  this  work,  if).  Possesses  neither  personal  hope  nor 
personal  fear.  His  abhorrence  of  arbitrary  power,  477,  notes. 
His  services  not  to  the  minister  but  to  bis  country,  i6» 
His  final  declaration  of  himself,    dl79,   notes. 

jfiUJiors,  caution  to  them,  87,  notes.  Sentence  of  Swift  re* 
commended  to  their  notice,  102,  note  i.  The  necessity 
of  their  furnishing  notes  to  their  own  works,  107,  note  b. 
Difference  between  the  modern,  and  Montesquieu  and 
JOockc,  222,  notes.  Unsexcd  females  ones,  mentioned 
with  severit)-,  244.  Theoretical  ones,  tinir  apathy  to- 
ward* their  fellow  creatures,  454,  noU's.— T^eir  system 
Q  q   i 
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always  on  tliat  principle— They  know  not  mercy —Make 
no  allowance  for  human  frailty,  4.'35,  notes.  The  dignity 
and  wisdom  of  the  (Irocian,  superiorly  eminent,  461,  notes. 
Contrasted  with  the  modern  tlicorists,  ib. 


B 


Babylon.    The  banks  of  it's  rivers  described,  232,  notecc. 

Bacon,  Lord,  noticed,  454,    notes.     Cited,  ib. 

Baker,  Sir  George,  noticed,  123,  notes.     His   character  as  a 

writer  of  pure  Latinity,  805,  note  n, 
Balgtiy,  Dr.  Thomas,  noticed,  446,  notes.     His  theological 

discourses  recommended,  460,  notes. 
Banks,   Sir  Joseph,  noticed,  357.     His  Sunday  evening  con- 

Tcrsazionc  at  his  house  in  Soho  sc[uare,  ib.  note  ;.     Fitted 

for  the  station  he  holds  in  the  learned  world,  ib.     His 

Otahcitean  name,  417,  notes. 
Bards,  the  ancient,  their  tales  ponrtrayed,  301.     The  charac- 
ter of  a  favoured  bard,  309. 
Baring,   Sir  Francis,  noticed,  358. 
Barringion,  Hon.   Mr.   cited,  71,  note  o.      The  rhetorical 

beauties  of  his  description  of  a  certain  fish,   72  and  7 J, 

notes. 
Barrington,  Bishop,  noticed,  317. 
Barrow,  Dr.  noticed  as  a  defender  of  the  protestant  religion, 

21.     His  works  rcpritxted,  and  recommended,  459,  notes. 
Bdrruel,  Abbe,  noticed,   292,  notes.     Discloses    the  grand 

conspiracy  against  Christianity,  ib.     His  History  of  Jaco. 

binism  praised,    38G,  note  </.     The  best   commentary  on 

Burke's  Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in  France,  iO, 
B&rry,  Mr.   The  learned  composition  of  his  painting";,  442^ 
Bates,  Joah,  musical  conductor  of  a  supposed  contest  among 

ik&  Greek  translators  of  Gray's  Elegy,  180,  note  c. 


Battle^  Mr.  with  others  of  the  Stock. ExcLango,  nofitcd,  35y, 

note  d. 
Baviad,   character  of  it's  author,  45,  note  d.     See  GiJJ'ord. 
Beattie,  Dr.  noticed,  438.     His  Minstrel  cited,  ih.     Ids  Icar. 

ing  it  unfinished  universally  regretted,  431),  note  /. 
Beauclerk,    Lady  Diana,  her  elegant   and  fascinating   pencil 

124,  note  7/. 
Beaumont,  mentioned,  89.  ' 

Bedford,  late  Duke  of,  28. 
Belgrave,  Lord,  noticed,  156.     Greek  passage  cited  by  hiui 

in  parliament,  ih.  note  p. 
Ben/icld,  Paul,  noticed,   350,   noted. 
Bentleij,  Dr.  Dialogue  between  him  and  Sir   Isaac   Newton, 

39. 
Berthier,  General,    noticed.    362,  note  hk. 
Bessarion,  Cardinal,   noticed  as  a  learned  and  eloquent  pro- 
late, 236,  note  h. 
Bezcick.    His  excellent  engravings  on  v;ood,  147,  note  d. 
Blavkstone,     Judge,     cited,  9.     The  first  volume  of  Jiis  com- 
mentaries a  chefd'ceuvre,  330,    notes. 
Blagdcn,  Sir  Charles,  noticed,  73,  and  note. 
Blaynei),  Dr.  noticed,  424.     His  translation  and  comoient  on 

Jeremiah  mentioned,  425,   note^. 
Boccacio,  noticed,  235,  note  /. 
Bochart,  noticed,  232,  note  cc, 
Boethius,  cited,  17,  note/;. 

Boileau,  character  of  him,  31.  In  the  highest  class  of  safv- 
rists,  32.  Cited,  SI,  note  e.  ])itto,  110,  note  aa.  The 
most  finished  gentleman  that  ever  wrote,  112,  notes. 
Cited,  117,  note  o.  Ditto,  2fil,  notes  ;  2ft2,  note  5^ ;  302, 
note  // ;  359,  notes;  363,  note  «  ;  365,  note  p. 
Bolinghroke,  Lord,  noticed.  376,  note  b.  Saying  of  his 
cited,  ib.     Letter  from  hiiu  to    Sir    William    Wyndham 
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cilcd,   465,  notes.     Ilis   opinion  of   the  Jacobite  party  in 
IJritain,  46G,  notes. 

lionaparfc,  noticed,  his  conquests  iu  Italy  and  Germany,  Sec. 
kc.  kc.  Sec.  300,  note  i. 

Books.  The  new  mode  of  printing  them  on  glared,  wire 
wove,  hot  pressed  paper,  censured,  76,  note  a:,  and  229, 
notes.  V'oluminous  ones  may  do  much  mischief  by  being 
abridged,  1(52.  Some  which  may  excite  either  a  reviewer 
or  even  a  divine  to  swear  a  little,  1S3,  notes.  Obser- 
vation on  binding,  IbS,  and  note /?,  ?7'.  List  recommend- 
ed by  Bisiio])  Warburtoii  for  the  study  of  theology,  206, 
note  e.  Ditto  by  the  author  of  1\  of  L.  208,  notes.  Curl 
the  books'ellcr  punished  for  publishing  two  obscene  ones, 
lin,  nole  b.  Such  printing  a  toiiporul  oU'l'ucc,  240,  notes. 
All  whith  are  absolutely  required  to  exaJt  and  inform 
the  understanding,  are  of  easy  access  and  price,  451 ,  note  x. 
Expensive  and  extravagant  editions  censured,  except- 
ing those  of  the  Biule,  SiiAKspEAnE,  and  Milton', 
451,  notes.  Discrimination  between  the  useful  and  the 
magnificent,  ib. 

Bosc(tz:cn^  William,  Esq.  noticed,  302,  note  h.  His  tran- 
slation of  Horace  mentioned,  303,  notes.  Its  imbccility 
disarms  cnicism,  ih. 

TJowi/c/,  noticed,    276,  note  c.     An  oration  of  his  cited,  ib. 

Eoszcell,  Mr.  the  inimitable  biographer  of  Johnson,  95,  notes. 
One  of  the  cert'JJers  of  the  authenticity  of  Ireland's 
Shakspcarcan  papers,  142,  notes. 

Bourdaloiie,  Pere,  noticed,  411. 

Boicdlcr,  J.  Esq.  noticed,  3ys,  notes.  Ilis  pamphlet,  <'  Re- 
form  or  Ruin  "  recommended,  ib. 

I'Ojjil,  iNIr.  noticed,   31)9,   note  d. 

Boi/dell,  i\lr.  noticed,  441.  fiis  Shakspcare  gallery,  442, 
note  ;/».     Ilia  Milton  gallery,    443,   note  o, 

Brama.^  Indian,  mentioned^  64,  notes. 
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Britain,  Great,  her  government  not  consenting  to  her  death, 
167,  notes.  llesolufiou  of  all  ranks  thereon,  ib.  It's 
eyes  originally  opened  by  one  Man,  1G8.  it's  state  in  the 
years  17SS  and  1789,  170.  Encomium  on  her,  relative  to 
the  emigrant  priests,  197.  It's  laws  contrary  to  the  Ro- 
man catholic  religion,  198,  note  ^c.  The  duty  of  it's  na- 
tives  to  Match  the  Romish  church,  20J,  notes.  Caution 
to  it's  government  against  the  revival  of  the  Romish  church, 
and  some  description  of  dissenters,  204,  notes.  It's 
prime  minister  may  conduct  public  atfairs,  even  with  a 
mediocrity  of  talents,  262,  notes.  Has  more  to  preserve 
than  any  other  country,  264.  It's  ruin  can  be  effected 
alone  by  political  reform,  ib.  The  only  asylum  of  balanced 
liberty,  285.  Deeply  and  solemnly  impressed  with  the 
danger  of  revolutionary  societies,  372,  notes.  Enrolment 
of  French  emigrant  regiments  into  it's  army  censured,  378, 
note  /.  Her  wounds  require  the  balm  of  peace,  379.  The 
guardians  of  it's  constitution  will  stand  bold,  undaunted, 
and  with  deliberate  valour,  385,  note  p.  It's  magistrates 
called  upon  to  controul  all  works  of  lewdness,  infidelity, 
and  democracy}  387.  notes.  Called  on  to  revere  the  me- 
mory of  Edmund  Burke,  447,  notes.  It's  constitution 
said  to  exist  only  in  imagination.  The  falsehood  of  that 
assertion  displayed  by  it's  "  Bill  of  Rights,"  454,  uotrs. 
The  designs  of  France  against  it,  465,  notes.  The  means 
of  attack  named,  ib.  The  "  Ancient  Jacobitis*'  contrasted 
with  the  "  Modern  Jacobins,"  466,  notes.  It's  blessings 
enumerated,  473,  notes.  Has  still  many  and  great  re- 
sources. The  duties  of  it's  governors  and  of  it's  subjects 
defined,  ib.     Is  not  lost  if  it  continues  firm,  474,  notes. 

British,  Critic,   cited.    192,  note /^. 

Brozcne^  Sir  Thomas,   noticed,    4!0,     note.      A   citation  of 
him  by  Dr.  War  ton  mentioned,    ib, 

Bruno.  St.  and  tho  grand  Chartreuse  mentioned,  313. 
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!Rryanf,  iVlr.  a  writer  in  the  controTcrsy  on  Rowley  and  Clial- 
terton's  poems,  74,  note  q.  Cited,  93,  notes.  His  character, 
145,  nofe  c.  His  Dissertation  on  the  War  of  Troy,  2d3y 
notec.  Objections  to  that  work,  294,  notes.  Defcaded, 
^95,  notes.  Address  to  him,  297,  notes.  A  scntcivce  of 
Quinlilian  otilcred  to  his  consideration,  446,  note  it. 
BuckitiglKOx,   Duke   of,   his  Essay  on  Poetry  ritcd,  79,   note 

dtl. 
Buckingham,    Marquis  and  Marchioness  of,     noticed,     152, 

notes.     I'hcir  knowledge  of  the  "  mcssa  bassa,"    ib. 
Bujfon,   noticed,  22fi,    notes. 
Bulmer,    ]Mr.  an  ingenious  printer,    148,    notes. 
BnonuroW,  Michael  Angelo,   his  pencil  compared  io  Dryden'a 
satire,   34.     Cited,  105.     Panegyric  on  him  l)y  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  238,   note  p.     Two  paiatings  of  his  mentioned, 
.314,   notes. 
Burette,   Mr.  noticed,    302,  notes.     Ilis  memoir  on  the  Greek 

Hymns  to  Apollo,  Calliope,    and  Nemesis,   ib. 
Burgess,  Sir  James  Bland,  a  baronet  and  poet,  121,  note  t.     A 

little  prudish  in  some  of  his  verses,  ib. 
Burke,  Edmund,  his  writings  on  the  French  revolution,  60, 
note  c.  His  exposure  of  French  principles  compared  with 
Ithiiricl's  spear,  61,  notes.  His  prose  resistless,  11], 
Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  praised,  130,  note  d. 
Chants  a  raessa  bassa  in  Acis  and  Galatea,  152,  notes. 
The  obligations  of  his  country  io  him  for  his  exertions, 
168  to  171.  Compared  to  the  sun  in  Milton,  171.  Re- 
prehensible part  of  his  public  conduct  stated,  272.  His 
two  letters  on  the  proposals  for  peace  mentioned,  271,  noto 
^y.  A  sentence  of  Quintilian  addressed  to  him,  446, 
note  rr.  His  death  mentioned  and  deeply  lamented,  447, 
notes.  His  memory  to  be  revered  for  developing  the  prin^ 
tiplcs  of  the  French  republic.  The  words  of  Pindar  ap- 
plied to  him,  ib.     Record  of  him  as  the  departed  orator  of 
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England,  the  Statesman  and  (he   Christian,    4-J8,  notes. 
An  affecting  expression  in  his  will  cittd,    461,  notes. 

Sunnan,  Peter,  cited,  304,  note  kk. 

Bum,  Mr.  the  editor  of  the  Jnstice  of  Peace,  &c.  &c,  noticed, 
368. 

Burnet,    Dr.  his  Theory  of  the  Earth  cited,   219,    notes. 

Burney,  Dr.  noticed,  104,  note  x.  His  History  of  Music 
cited,   362,   note  k. 

Burney,   Miss,  her  novels  characterized,   58,  notes. 

Burns,  the  poet,  noticed,  439,  note  in.  Preface  to  thcjirst 
edition  of  his  works  cited,  I'b.  Dr.  Currie's  complete  edi- 
tion of  his  works  mentioned  with  respect.  His  dilFerent 
biographers,  note  h.  Destined  to  the  dignity  of  (he  poi't 
of  Scotland,  441,  notes.  His  situation  described  by  him- 
self. The  occupation  conferred  on  him  ironically  censured. 
Character  of  his  poetry,  ib.  Of  his  prose,  ib.  His  cou- 
Tcrsatioa  and  sentiments,  ib.  Often  republican,  but  always 
patriotic,  442,   notes. 

Burns,  Gilbert,  the  biographer  of  his  brother  the  poet,  4-10, 
note  n. 

Butler,  Bishop,  noticed,  255,  note  d.  His  analogy  cited, 
427,  notes.  The  same  highly  recommended,  459,  note 
dd.  Understood  imman  nature  as  originally  created  better 
than  any  other  man,   460,  notes. 


C. 


Calllmachus,  cited,   163.     Ditto,  319,  notes. 

Calliope,   Greek  Hymn  to,    mentioned,    362,   notes. 

Calvin,  noticed,  290.     His  disciples  not  friends  to  monarchy, 

or  episcopacy,  ib.  notes.     Dryden's  mention  of  him,  ib. 
Cambridge,    university,     mentioned,     196,     notes.        Milton 

cited  and  applied   to  it,    197,    notes.     The  Author   of 
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ihr  P.  of  T;.V  grateful  and  rcvoronfial  ?alutation  to  if.  ih. 
J''lfC(ion  of  (he  present  provost  of  King's  College  not  ai>. 
proved,  325,  notes.  Supposition  of  what  it  may  become,  ib. 
Questions  to  some  colleges  therein,  326,  notes.  Hints 
from  its  clianccllor,  ib.  The  orthodoxy  of  its  high  stew- 
ard—It's  tutorial  democracy— Principles  of  the  tutors 
should  be  watched,  ib.  An  observation  of  Erasmus  a 
proper  motto  for  the  doors  of  its  senate  house,  319,  notes. 
Names  which  do  honor  to  it  recorded,   446,    notes. 

Camdvn,  Earl,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  cele- 
brated as  the  Spanish  Cato,  57.     Ditto,  59,  note  «. 

CV/WMf,  Citizen,  noticed,  470,  notes.  Jlis  edition  of  Aristotle 
mcnfioned.  ib. 

Canniii^.,  George,  (now  the  Right  Hon.  Secr(>fary  of  State,) 
noticed,  370.  An  Etonian  of  distinguished  ingenuity, 
liveliness,  and  learning,  ib.  note  x. 

Capcl.,  Mr.  an  editor  and  j}«^/oM  of  Shakspearc,  90,  note  n. 
Ilis  character,    ib.     His  fame  vindicated,  91.     His   preface 
ndmiUcd  into  the  new  edition  of  Shakspeare,  ib.  notes. 

Carlisle,  T.a.i]  of  J  noticed,  150,  note  i.  Supposed  to  be  writing 
an  opera,  ib. 

Qirlcr,  Mr.  noticed,  355.  A  draftsman  of  the  first  merit, 
356,  note  i<.  Induced  by  his  catholic  zeal  to  attack  Mr 
James  Wyatt,  the  architect,   ib. 

Casanbon,  cited,   24. 

Casimir.  his  lyrics  cited,  S88,   notes. 

Catcoify  Mr.  the  patron  of  Chatterton,  144,  note  ft.  Praised 
for  it,  14(5.     Unworthy  treatment  of  him,  147. 

(7rt/o,   mentioned,    4l2,  notis. 

Cdvrndish,  Mr.  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Royal  Society, 
437,  note  h, 

Cascr,  Julius,    mentioned.  412,  notes. 

Ccrvantesj  his  work  should  b^  generally  read,  57.  notes. 
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Chalmers,  Mr.  George,  noticed,  143,  notc?/^.  Apology  for 
the  believers  in  Ireland's  Shakspearian  papers,  ib.  His 
character  as  a  useful  writer,  but  laborious  and  heary,  ib. 
His  leaden  mace,  it's  effects,  and  it's  graceful  descent  on 
his  opponents  mentioned,  ib.  and  p.  215. 
Chambers^  Sir  William,  noticed,  76,  note  x.  His  profes- 
sional knowledge,  355,  note/'. 
Chambers,  Lexicographer,   noticed.   364. 

Characters,  of  Cowper.    Preface  xii.  notes.     Of  the  French, 
4.     Dante,  24.     Boileau,   32.     Dryden  as  a  satirist,   33. 
Pope,   34.     Author    of   the  Baviad,    45,  and  15G,  notes. 
Peter  Pindar,  49,   note  m.     Darwin's  Poetry,    54,  notet'. 
Volncy's   Ruins,     62,    note   d.       Of    Capel,     editor    of 
Shakspearc,  90,  note   n.      Mr.  Pitt,  12S.     One  strongly 
drawn  without  a  name,  136,  note  o.      Mr.  Bryant,  145, 
note  c.     Bishop  Pretyman,  210,  note  ee.     Poetical  one  of 
the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.   by  a  Friend,  211,  note/. 
Dean  Tucker,    224,   note  t.      Monsieur    Neckar,    291. 
Sir   George  Baker,   305,  note  w.     Antony  Storer,    Esq. 
306,  note  p.     Of  a  favored  bard,  309.     Doctor  Davics, 
Provost  of  Eton,   3l8,  note  A:.     John  Milner,  335,  note  y. 
Earl  of  Clare,  377,   notezV.     Hon.  C.  Yorke,  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  402,  note  b.     Professor  Ilcyne,  408,  notes. 
Burn's  Works,    &c.    441.     Doctor  Glynn,    416,    notes. 
Poetical  one   of  Mason,  448.     Sir  William  Jones,    449. 
Octavius,  450.     Writings  of  Aristotle,  Plato,  and  Thucy- 
dides,  461,  notes.     French  statesmen,  470,  notes. 
Charity,  Christian,  defined,  Introductory  Letter,  22.     In  the 
Christian  character  compared  to  eloquence  in  the  political 
world,  381,  notes. 
Charles,  the  First,  noticed,  412,  notes. 
Charles,  Archduke,  noticed,  294,  notes. 
Chatham,  Xaie.  Earl,noticed,466,notes.  Expression  of  his  cited,  ?6, 
Chattel  ton,  and  his  biographers,  noticed,  74,  and  note  q,  ib. 
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Chaucer,  cited,  371,  nQtcjr/.  Expjestion  of  his  on  the  poet 
Claiidian,  443,  i)pt«>  o. 

CiilUingicorth^  a  tlcfcjidir  of  the  proti'stq,ntre)igion,   21. 

Christian^  Mr.  his  edition  of  Blackstouc's  Commentaries 
nojiced,  76,  "otcji-. 

Christianittf^  wrifings  against  it  punishable  at  common  law, 
2i7,  notes.  The  evidence  far  it  direct  and  circumstantial, 
cxti;iisivc,  cogent,  minute,  and  clear,  427,  notes. 

Ckry^olbrany  Emanuel,  noticed  as  the  patriarch  of  literature, 
53Z,  note  m..,  -. 

Ciirifsosiam,   St.  cited,  169,  notis. 

Cicerii,  cited,  15;, 6-2,  note  cc;,  161;  220,  notes;  225,  note 
a ',  255,  natcd;  270,  notes;  323,  notes.  His  remark 
on  .PliiLo,.  346,  notiis.  Cited,  376,  notes ;  382,  notes. 
Mehnotb's  Translations  of  his  works  praised,  445,  note 
q,-  Agaia  cilcd,  455,  notes;  457,  notes.  Th-c  loss 
of  his  Ideal  Repiiblic  regretted,  ih.  Cited  again,  468, 
notes.  Oration  on  the  Agrarian  law  recommended  for 
perusal,  ibj,     Cited  once  more,  475,  notes. 

Clare,  Earl  of,  noticed,  377,  note  ii.  Memorable  speech  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  ib.  An  eloquent,  learned,  well-informed, 
patriotic  and  undaunted  statesman,  ib. 

Ciftudian,    mentioned,  443,  note  o. 

Ciaudius,  Emjieror,  noticed,  267,  notes. 

Ciclund,  an  obscene Avriter,  246,  notes. 

Clemen^,  Alcxandrinus,  noticed,  305,  note  q.  Cited,  ib. 
Again,  456,  notes. 

CU'p^ijdra^  a  Avatcr-clock  for  rcgntating  the  time  allowed  to 
public  speakers  in  Athens,  382,  notes.  Their  adoption 
in  our  courts  of  law  and  houses  of  Parliament  earivestly 
rccommcnde:!,  ib. 

CVc/^'y,  the  British,  characteristically  distinguished,  77,  nofc^ 
The  inferior  orders  have  much  to  discharge,  257.  Field  sports, 
fcc.  uot  tlicir  immediate  business^  25&.     Cooscientious  and 


wett  instrnctfd,  I'b.     Humiliating  and  de^ading  to  preach 
probationary  sermons,  399,  note  x.     Why,  ib. 

Cloots,  Anacharsis,  noticed,  391,  notes.  Orator  of  the  human 
race,  ih. 

CluBs,  revolutionary  ones;  their  tendency  and  positions  slatc'd, 
preface  xviii. 

Ccbbftt,  \Vm.  noticed  as  Peter  Porcupine,  339.  His  character 
when  re.-idf-nt  at  Philadelphia,  ib.  note  c.  Hint  to  him, 
340,  notes. 

CocAer,  Mr.  mentioned  as  a  corrector  of  Mr.  Tierney  in  calculation, 
23. 

Collins f  Mr.  editor,  or  commentator  of  Shakspeare,   S-i,  notft  2. 

*'•'  His  note  upon  j)0tatces,  86,  notes.  •.,0 

Co/m«/i,  senior,  praised  for  collecting,  revising,  and  pubhshing  his 
own  works,  47,  note  k. 

Coinedies,  modern  ones  beneath  criticism,  79,  note  dd.  The 
•'Heiress,**  the  production  of  a  man  of  fashion,  delicacy,  wit, 
and  judgment,  ib. 

Commentators,  on  Shak^peare,  what  ?  S2.  Their  different  ex- 
planations of  the  same  subject,  S3,  note  k.  Studious 
and  minute  in  their  gross  descriptions,  S5,  note  k.  Cautjon  to 
them  and  others,  87,  notes.  Styled  allegorically  S^lacfe^EtttCC 
5©Og.S",92.  Tlieir  frequent  appeals  to  the  art  of  coney -catching, 
93,  note  (j.  Snappers  up  of  unconsidered  trifles,  94,  note?. 
Difference  between  them  on  the  term  s/ireivd,  9S,  note  c 
Liberty  assumed  by  them  of  deciding  peremptorily  which 
are,  and  which  are  not,  Shakspeare's  genuine  plays,  346, 
notes. 

Commons,  House  of,  poem  on  it's  political  dramatist  recom- 
mended, 155,  note  n.  I\I.  Lewis,  Esq.  one  ot^  it's  members, 
censured  fur  his  novel.  The  Monk,  245.  llie  members 
nothing,  If  not  good  speakers,  262,  notes.  The  great 
question  of  a  reform  of  it  mentioned,  266,  note  gg.  It's 
©riginal  pruiciple  stated,  ib.    It's  origin  doubtful,  ib.     It's 
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•  original  weakness  and  political  insignificance,  ik  It's 
powers,  functions,  freedom,  and  coni't'tjucnce,  progrestivc, 
ib.  Atfaine(i  j^'s  glory,  and  fullnes-s  of  dignity  in  16&S,  ib. 
Votes  140,000/.  in  one  year  to  support  the  Frtnch  euiij^rants, 
•^77.  Ii's enlargement  for  receiving  the  imperial  parliament, 
344,  note  /.  Ancient  paintings  discovered  thereby,  ib. 
Opinion'  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  thereon,  34i,  note:^. 
Accession  of  and  incorporation  of  the  hundred  Irish  members 
oh  the  union,  called  Pitt's  new  Briareus,  ib.  Use  of  the 
?t^psydraj  or  w^ter-clock,  recommended  therein,  382.  ItV 
language  remarked,  42.%  note  v. 

Colirff/// an  editor- of  Shakspeare,  91,  notes. 

Condorcet,  a  disseminator  of  infidelity,  anarchy,^.  ^0.  His 
mongrel  ^i-^clple  Glwhviii  mentioned,  456,  notes.  As  a  plii- 
lopophical  writer,  has  no  pretensions  to  the  reverence  of  man« 
kinjij  ih. 

Co?jn/'CaWA«7*,  TIh' art  of,  a  treatiise  so  called,  much  appealed 
to  by  the  conmientators  on  Shakspeare,  93,  note  q.  Green's 
several  publicsitions  on  that  art  mentioned,  ib. 

Crpr\f>iclUs,  mentioned,  64,  notes. 

Cor/ stituiidrn)f  Jin^l^nd,  s(/id  to  exist  only  in  imagination,  4j4, 
.  n.otes.  This  a.'^ertion  refuted  by  the  bill  of  rights,  ib.  Mo- 
dern frame  rs,  of  p.oh  tic  al  cues  require  mathematical  precision 
ir*  laying  tlicnV  duwn,  ib.     Malkin's  definition  of  one,  ib. 

'Contnirieties^  list  of,    155'-     Ditto  in   republican  Trance,  165, 

liOt*;'?. 

Coo!:,  Kev,"  Wm.  praised  fur  Ttis  Grei:k  translation  of  Cray's  Elegy, 
and  manner  of  publishing  it,  193,  note  v.  Passage  in  it  con- 
tracted with  the  original,  193,  notes. 

Cooke,  Kev,  Dr.  f  Provost  of  King's  College,  Cambri.dge,)  regret 
exprLsscd  for  his  loss,  325,  notes. 

t'oombc,  Doctor,  \iU  controversy  ^y'\%h  Doctor  Purr-  nptice4>  227, 
note  X. 


INDEX. 

Cooper,  Mr.  noticed,  37S,  note  k.    His  iccownt  of  emigration  to 

America,  ib. 
Coote,  Doctor,  a  translator  of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek,  178. 

Suffered  by  the  literary  guillotine,  179,  note  </. 
.  Cotnivallis,  Lord,  noticed,  !294,  notes. 
Count  Rupee,  noticed,  359,  ntjte  d. 
Courtney,  (Bishop  of  Exeter)  noticed  for  his  kindness,  &c.  190, 

note  r. 
CoxLper,  Mr.  observations  upon  him.  Preface,  xiii.  notes.    Cha- 
rttcter  of  hiuii  ib.    Ilia  poem  the  Task  mentioned,  43&,  note 
i.     Conclusion  of  it  cited,  and  praised,  ik' 
Cox,  Samuel,  Esq.  noticed,  36S.     Ilis  edition  of  Williams's  Re- 
ports recommended  as  a  model,  ib.  note  k. 
Coxe,  Rev.  \Vm.  noticed,  71.     Enumeration  of  bis  titles,  120, 
note  r.     His  portrait  mentioned^  189,  notes.    His  >IemoiN 
of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  cited,  465  and  466,  notes. 
Crachtrode,  Rev.  Clayton,  noticed,  7S,  note  b.    His  character, 

ib. 
Critics,  major  and  minor,  of  modern  times,  compared  to  the 

single  and  double  pinks  in  Sheridan's  Critic,  74,  note  q, 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  379,  notes.     His  detention  by  order  of  coun.* 

cil,  ib. 
Cnmberla/id,  Bishop,  mentioned,  329,  notes. 
Cu7/iberland,WichdLrd,  has  done  greatservice  to  morality  and  litera- 
ture by  his  writings.     His  novels  excepted.     His  Observer 
*      mentioned  with  praise.   A  translation  of  Aristophanes  by  hirn 
much  desired.    Reasons  why  he   should  undertake  it,  444, 
note  p.  ' 

Cumberland,  late  Duke  of,  his  salutation  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  120, 

note  q.  .Noticed  as  aJz^J^c  of  historical  writing,  ib. 
Curl,  the  bookseller,  punished  for  publishing  obscene  books,  245, 
•  -note  h. 
i-Ckrfif,  Doctor,  noticed,  215,  note  II.     Eulogy  on  him  as  editor 
of  Burn's  poems,  410,  note  tz.  "' 

R  r  2 


INDEX. 

Cunven,  Mr.  noticed.  t\3.    Ilis  speech  on  the  Game  La-Rs,  2\if 
note  h. 


.will  .'<i  ^3^..fl' 


D*Jtembert,  a  disseminator  of  infidelity,  anarchy,  &c.  20.  Cited, 
3S7,  notes.     Words  of  a  French  statesman  to  him,  469, 
notes.     Cited,  471,  notes. 
Dante.    Character  of  him,  24.     Cited,  30;  58,  notes;  170 j 
•"    "  243.     Cited,   259.      Saying  of  one  of  his  commentators, 
^''"^  400,  notci/T/.     Cited,  443,  note  o. 
Darxcirij  Doctor.'  '^"f^assage  in  his  Botanic  Garden,  compared 
'''*'^\vitri  the  "dance  of  the  sun  and  moon  in  the  Rehearsal,  Pre- 
face vii.      Himself  compared   -with  Martinus    Scriblerus, 
^      l*refacc'"viii,  note  e.     Character  of  his  poetry,  54,  note  :?. 
*    ^is  receipts  to  manage  and  shift  the  winds  at  pleasure, 
"115/and  note  w?,  ib.      Capable  of  solving  Pantagruel's 
Probleroj   116,  notes. 
Davles,  Rev.  Dr.  (Provost  of  Eton,)  noticed  as  giving  his  sen- 
timents on  the  translator's  of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek,  181,- 
.  note/,   flis  voice  like  Stcntor's  in  company.  His  character, 
31S,  notcA:.     Partiality  for  the  charms  of  lyondon,  ffi. 
D'Jubenion,  noticed,  418,  note  m.     His  work  on  minerals 

cited,  ib. 
Dclislc,    noticed,   312,    note  r.      His  poem,    called    "■  Lcs 
Jardins"  cited,  ib.  ",^^ 

De  Mupes^  Walter,  the  Anacreon  of  the  eleventh  centur^,^ 
96,  note  t.  Cited,  ib.  Latin  ode  in  favour  of  married 
priests  cited,  101^  notes.  -    - 


INDEX. 

DanosibeneSj- -cited,    161  j    166,    notes;    383,    notes;    468, 

.  notes;  475,  notes. 
Dcnman,  Doctor,  noticed,   1S9,  notes. 
Dent,  Mr.  noticed,   213.     InTentor  of  the  dog  and  bitch  bill, 

214,  note  i.     Clause  therein  cited,  ib.     As  an  orator,  360, 

note/. 
D''ErciUaf  Alonzo,  the  epic  poet  of  Spain  ;    culogium  on  bim, 

25. 
Diderot,   noticed,  373.     His  posthumous  noYcIs,  ib.  note  J. 
Dilettanti,  Society,  noticed,  68,  notes. 
Dio/iysius,  Halicaruassensis,   cited,  5,    note    c;  25,   note  r; 

174,  note  d.     " 
Doctor,   title  of,  miserably  abused,   348,  note  i.     Observa. 

tion  of  Erasmus  thereon,  ib. 
Dogs,  2?lacK*X£ttcr  commentators  on  Shakspeare,  so  named 

allegorically,  93,  notes.     Apology  for  that  term,  ib.    More 

harmony  among  them,    than  among  those  of  Greece  and 

Rome.     Their  names,  94  to  lOO.     The  term  adapted  from 

mere  pleasantry,   136,  note  o. 
Douglas,    Bishop  of  Sarum,   noticed,    299.      Celebrated  for 

discovering  literary  imposture,  433,  note  c.     His  criterion, 

and  question  relative  thereto,  ib. 
Draper,  Sir  William,  noticed,  316,  note  e. 
Drj/dcn,  cited,  6.     A  satirist  of  the  first   class,    33.       Thft. 

perfector  of  the  allegory  of  satire,    ib.     His  satire  com- 
pared with  the  pencil  of  Michael  Angelo,  34.     Original  in 
-.    it's  character,  ib.     His  saying  of  Calvin,  290,  notes.     Ma- 

lone's  Account  of  his  Life  aud  Writings,    340,   note   aa. 

Cited,  363,  note /».    Epistle  to  Mr.  Julien  cited,  364,  notes. 
Duncan,  Lady  Mary,  noticed,  269,  notes. 
Dui\can,  Lord,  noticed^  385,  notes. 
Dimdas,     Hciiry,    noticed,    114.      Song    of  his   cited,  35^. 

note  b. 
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Dutens,  Moniicut,  42i,  doter,     His  ptlmitive  telescope,  »fr. 
Dj/erj  John,  noticcdj  ;^67,  notes.    Some  account  of  hiiu,  ib. 


EarlCf  James,  Esq.  (now  Sir  James)  noticed,  349. 

Education^  at  great  public  schools,  in  need  of  new  and  strong 
regulations,  318,  notoS".  Expenccs  of  it  great,  319,  notes. 
Regulations  proposed,  ib.  Profusion  of  pocket  money 
niJschievous,  320,  notes. — Of  boys  with  a  full  purse 
•  described,  ib.  Erery  obstacle  should  be  opposed  to 
wickedness  therein,  321,  notes.  Necessity  for  the  co- 
operation of  parents  and  masters,  32^,  notes.  The  general 
licentiousness  of  boys  at  public  schools  should  be  effectually 
and  instantly  suppressed,  ib. 

JEduards,  Mr.  (of  Pall  Mall,  late  bookseller,)  188,  note/?. 

Etchhorn^  J.  G.  noticed,  2jG,  note  c. 

FJisccy  Fere,  noticed  as  "  Sa  Siantete  Mcdicinale ;"  and  one  of 
the  TriaLurainaGentis,   342,    note.cc. 

Elmslcy^  Mr.  a  respectable  bookseller,  181,  notc^-.—Tcstimo- 
nics  thereto  by  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  the  Author 
of  the  r.  of  L.,  182,  notes.  Appointcdas5ess9r  to  the  judge 
of  the  Contest  amongst  tlie  translators  of  Gray's  Elegy  into 
Greek,  »6.  ..;     t;.-/  no.  •..,,  1  :,  J  ;.-.'.^,r  • 

Eloquahce^  in  the  political  world^  compared  to  Charity  in  the 
Christian  character,  381,  notes.  Cicero's  opinion  of  it. 
382,  notes.  Leprosy  of  it  now,  a  British  epidemic,  384, 
notes. 

Empiricusj  Sextus^  cited,  397,  notes. 


I  N  t)  £  X. 

Equality.     The  modern,  compared  >flth  that  of  the  Scriptures^ 
•    <469j  aotcS. 

Erasmus.  A  mistake  of  his  recited,  preface  xxH.  Cited,  ib. ; 
187)  note  a;  259.  His  letter  to  Cardinal  Campoggio  cited, 
348,  note  i. 

Enkfit^y  (now  Lord)  noticed,  212.  Opicloii  of  hi.l  talents,  253^ 
note  a.  Ilis  frequent  appeals  to  God  in  his  pleading,  offen. 
sive  and  prophane,  338,  note/.  His  pamphlet  on  the  French 
M-ar,  374,  note  g.  Celebrated  for  taking  opium  in  quanti- 
fies, 380,  note  n.— Apprehension  for  his  political  faculties 
from  the  use  of  it,  381,  notes.  Professional  character  great, 
political  doctunes  plunging  and  dangerous,  382,  note?. 
Animadversions  on  his  pamphlet — An  expression  of  'Ihe- 
raistocles  applied  to  him— Question  to  him. — Appears  below 
his  hatural  size  vrhrn  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
ib.  Has  no  equal  in  Westminster  Hall,  383,  notus. 
Words  of  Demosthenes  applied  to  him— Lard  Shaftsbury's 
Advice  to  an  Author  recommended  to  him,  fi>.  Afflicted 
Trith  the  leprosy  of  eloquence,  38  J,  notes.  Report  of 
the  pliyaicians  4nd  surgeons  on  the  case.  *nd  advice  to 
him,  ib. 

Esilrti^,  cited,  4^7,  notes. 

Eton,  College  of.  Character  of  It's  provost,  318,  note  Jc. 
Kxtract  from  a  manuscript  found  in  Long  Chamber,  id.  in 
need  of  njanynevr  and  strohg  regnlatioiii5.-*'Not  to  be  dis- 
regarded by  it's  masters  and  governors,  ib.  Expense  of 
education  there,  in  itself,  not  excessive,  319,  notes.  Much 
increased  by  fashion  and  customs. — Regulations  propost'd 
for  it's  amehdrocnti  i6.  Private  tutors  unnecessary, '320, 
notes.  Profusion  of  pocket  money  a  great  evil— Reason'* 
why,  ib.  Abolition  of  the  Montem  ft^coromcnded^  with 
reasons  why,  322,  notes. 

Euclid^  mentioned,  418. 
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Euripides,  cited,   preface  V:  a.  .£0t ,  Jryl)iic  J- 

Europe.     It's  probable  future  condition  under  the  tyranny  of 

France,  259.  ; 

Eusebius.     His  word$  applied  to  the. waitings  of  y«itairf|u .20; 

noter.     Cited,  258.  (  ioJniia.©iit>.u*AssaH 

Exotic,  poetry.     It's  lovers  referred  to  Dr.  Pftrwia's  Botatne 

Garden,  13.  ■  ... 

.  -i  ■■ 


;iZ>iSBtitq 


Faith,  as  contradistinguished  to  reason,  defined  by  Mr,  Locke, 

264,  note  e.  '>  :   o-n 

Farlei/,  (cook  at  tlie  London  T^Tero,)  his  pdrtraH  noticed, 

189^  notes.       •  ."»«  •;i-^;  -.iv:^' 

Farmery  Rev.  Dr.  noticed  as  a  dramatic  editor  or  comnrcn- 
it vtator^  85,  note  At-  Cited,  86,  notes.  Stilcd  by  Dr.  Parr 
^r\A  guide  of  public  taste,    88,  notes.     Named . Melampus 

aiiipng  the  SSIacft  iLcttCC  commentators,  95.  '  Ilis  liberty 
■  ^{,  in  deciding  which  are,  and  which  are  not  the  JdrAmas  of 

:- Shakspeare,  346,  notes.  .  •.       . 

fcW,  Dr>  noticed,  362,  notes.  His  Oxford  edittoa  of  Aratus^ 
. '; ';«6.-e'ji;i.f,  r.ivMl  ■'*^  ''  • -.• -vriccnctcf  v.i  m' t»iroarl 

Ficldittg'    His  Tom  Jones  declared  to-  be  a  comicepic  ]Wem, 

•57,  notes*  ■:-tn^■^■„■  :.  ^■•^■i  vt' \  ^c-",'' i^'l   ^-;.  ^ti-^'. 

Finck,  Sir  John,  noticed,  476,note3i,\iCkedfib»\a.i&rii 
Fitzpatricky  Genefdi]^  noticed,  121^  ?ind  ftote/if, tA.T  '  .";"' 
Fititcilliam^  Larl)  noticed  as  a  subject  far.  the  precious liqnoj 

p(  the  Ampolla of  Astoifo,  Srg.r.  ,5-11  ^itia^ftt'iflbviiar: 
Cigrusy  cited,  300,  aot€f;,  t/   ,-viIJoij4ii»i_^kaw<jihJC2  «i?«J*  *. 


INDEX. 

Foote^  Sam.    noticed,  303,   note   i.      Ilis  Xabub  ciicJ,    ib. 
Commissary  cited,  417,  note/. 

ForicscuCj  Judge,  noticed,   246,  notes. 

Foster,  Mr.  (Chancellor  of  thelrish Exchequer)  noticed,  344. 

Fowlis,  (the  printer,)  157,  note  r. 

Fox,  lion.  C.J.  noticed,  214,  note  i.     His  eloquence   of  all 

,  ,  metals,  ib.  note  k.     Objections  to  him  and  his  adlioreuts 

.■  'becoming  ministers,  2G0,  note/.  His  encroachments  as  a 
statesman  to  be  watched  and  resisted,  ib.  Would  not  sa- 
tisfy the  tyrannical  ideas  of  Home  Tooke,  2G1,  notes. 
Essentially  differs  in  rhetorical  doctrine  from  Aristotle, 
263,  notes.  Cites  Machiavel  in  the  House  of  Comaions,  2C8, 
notes.  The  rival  of  Vcstris  and  Didclot — Political  Dancing 
master  to  Mr.  Pitt — One  of  the  ballet  masters  in  the  grand 
opera,  269,  notes.  Dares  to  calculate  allegiance,  374. 
His  eloquence  pourtraycd  by  the  citation  of  a  Greek 
author,  ib.  note  /.  A  citation  from  Gibl>on's  History  re. 
commended  to  him— Studying  ditto  mentioned,  ib.  Hi? 
avocations,  375.  yirtualli/  understands  the  manner  of 
Demosthenes  better  than  any  speaker  in  the  H.  of  C,  475, 
note  J.  Blamed  for  imprudence,  unbridled  licence  of  lan- 
guage, and  desperate  doctrines,  478,  notes.  If  honest  in 
his  opinions,  not  so  to  his  country,  ib.  The  nan,  to  be 
separated  from  the  leader  of  opposition-^llis  geuius,  poli- 
tical eloquence,  kno-^ledge,  allowed  and  praised,  ib. 
,_  Should  he  become  minister,  he  must  be  born  again,  479, 
notes. 

Francis,  Philip,  Esq,  noticed,  213.  A  reformer,  and  one  of 
the  Bengal  squad.  358,  note  c. 

Pre  ncA.  Their  character,  4.  Decree  the  sleep  ofdeathtobeotcrna), 
44,  note  d.  Cream  of  their  Encyclopedia  found  in  their  de- 
tested ReTolution,  116,  notes.  No  stability  in  peace  with 
their  sanguinary  republic,    ^31,  riote /.    Have  destreyed 


Ktiropc, by  their  treachery ^ihcxt printtples,  or  their  atms-^ 
163.  Blood  the  cement  of  tbcir  HcpuWiC,  104,  notii  d. 
Defence  against  it  iiccossary  for  Britons,  164.  It's  prac- 
tice contrary  to  it's  av6wcd  principles,  105,  notes.  Theif 
lust  of  plunder,  aggrandisement,  and  hatred  of  Christianity^ 
ib.  Their  axiom  Mith  respect  io  other  governments,  ib. 
The  principles  of  their  Republic,  nlonc  invincible,  ICG, 
notes.  Their  philosophy  to  be  repelled  by  us,  175.  Al- 
ways directed  by  Miehiavel's  discduYses  6xi'h\yf^  268, 
notes.  Motives  fof  the  measures  of  govefnftienf  tclative  to 
their  emigrant  priests,  271.  140;()00/.  voted  by  pairlia- 
nient  fdr  their  support,  ^77,  ttotc  b.  Their  veneration  for 
Umisseau's  t^ritings,  290,  notes.  The  enrolment  of  emi- 
grant regiments  into  tlic  British  army  censured,  378,  ftote 
b.  Their  Rcvolutionj  ndw,  matter  of  histofy,  387,  ndtes. 
Their  object,  from  the  first  Revotutioh,  463,  notes.  Re- 
ferences to  prove  the  same,  ib.  It's  designs  igainst  Eng- 
land, 465,  notes. — The  means  enumct'ated,  ih.  Description 
df  their  gifts  to  all  countries  in  alliance  with  it,  468,  Aotcs, 
Observe  one  unvarying  system  of  deception,  409,  note?. 
Their  reasoning  is,  and  always  has  been,  sbphisticaf,  ib. 
The  \vords  of  a  French  slatesmatt  cittnl  iti  proof,  ib.  Ge- 
nerally ignorant  Of  the  Greek  language,  470,  notes.  Their 
nodcrn  philosophers  always  despising  and  ridiculing  the 
same,  471,  notes.  The  letter  of  one  of  their  Generals  Com- 
pared with  one  from  a  Grecian  courtezan,  ib.  Phlloso- 
jdu'rs,  their  insinuation  respecting  the  Asiatic  languages, 
472,  notes.  Nature  of  their  proofs,  and  manner  o(  their 
arguments,  ib.  Their  literature,  politics,  atid  philosophy 
all  terminate  in  one  point — 'J'hat  point  cited,  ib.  Softeit- 
ing  of  terms  used  by  them,  473,  notes.  Their  faction,  and 
leaders,  in  any  country,  never  silent,  45*4;  tiofes.  The  fcsuU 
of  thvir  giatid  measures  depicted,  ib. 


INDEX. 

Fuscli,  Mr.  noticed,  314,  notes.  His  creatiTc  faculties,  in  th« 
designs  for  Milton,  442.  Expression  of  Chaucer  apjjlicd 
to  hiiD,  443j  note  o. 


G 


Gahinius,  (the  consul)  speech  of  his  cited,  375. 

Gale^  Thomas,  his  "  Philosophia  Generalis,"  401,  note?. 

Galen,  mentioned,  226,  notes. 

Gallozcay,  Lord,  noticed,  269,  notes. 

Games,  Grecian.    Prizes  therein  described,  187,  note  o. 

Garth,  Dr.  noticed,  403,  note  c.  Idle  supposition  of  his  not 
having  written  his  own  Dispensary,  ib. 

Gebelin,  Count  de,  noticed,  298.  His  primitive  and  modern 
world  mentioned,  ib.  note  ^.— That  work  cited,  ih. 
Transforms  Romulus  and  Remus  into  suns,  300,  notes. 

Geddcs,  Dr.  noticed,  250.  His  translation  of  the  Bible  cen- 
sured, i6.  Preface  to  it  cited,  251.  Magistrates  called 
upon  to  watch  his  proceedings,  3S7^  notes. 

George,  TueTuird.  His  discernment  of  poetical  merit  in- 
stanced, 51,  note  p.  Gifted  with  courage^  virtue,  and  firm- 
ness, 2G1,  notes. 

Gerund,  Friar.     History  of  him  cited,  403,  notes. 

Gibbon,EdwaTd  theHistorian,  Dr.  Priestley's  character  woll  iin- 

derstood  by  liim,  48,  note  l.  Late  Duke  of  Cumberland's  sa- 

J^utation  tohira,  120,  note  g.     His  beauty,  188.     Phrase  of 

his  reversed,  25  4.     Passage  in  his  History  applied   to  Mr. 

Fox,  37 i,  note?. 

Gifford,  Mr.  William.  Thceflfect  of  hisBavian  drops  noticed, 
28.  Con)plim<nt.to  him,  156.  A  correct  poetical  writer, 
ib.  note  0. 


INDEX. 

Ct/ci,  Dauicl,  Esq.  noticed,  359,  note  rf.      .o  ;-.;  :;i a i ?;>-.'      i 

GiUici-^  Dr.  noticed,  llfrand  120,  note  qq.     Ilis' writings  cha- 
racterised, ed.     Portrait  meutioued,   189,  note*.    .History 
of  Greece,  3(K),   nott>  k.  .  His  translafiuus  of  i^ristatle's 
^EtUicsaiid  Politics  mentioned  Avitl)  respect,  419,  note  Tin. 

Gilpin^  Rev.  Mr.  noticed,  345.-  Conceited  affectation  of  liis 
language  censured,  ih.  note^.  His  works,  on  all  subjects, 
but  llie  picturesque,  dcberviug  approbalion,  346,  notes. -Ob- 
servations OQ  the  Lakes  of  Wcstinoreland,  347,  uoie  g-. 

Giybo7'ncj  Rev.  Tliouias,  noticed,.  435.  Enquiry  into  the 
Duties  of  Men,  kc.  Sec.  &c.  entitled  to  public  esteem  and 
gratitude,  435,  note  b. 

Glassc,  Mr.  noticed  as  transljsitor  of  Samson  Agonistes,  &c.  into 
Greek,  194,  noter.  .    ; 

Glj/nriy  Dr.  Robert,  noticed,  123,  notes.  Celebrated  as  the 
*'  loved  Iapi>i,"  147,  note  a.  and  445,  note  r.  A  passage  in 
IRIilton  affectionately  applied,  to  him,  z&.  His  death  deeply 
regretted  —  His  character,  44(>j  notes.  A  passage  in  Hero- 
dotus cited,  and  proposed  as  an- inscription  on  a  cenotaph 
to  him,  lb.  •       • 

Godicifi,  William.  A  writer  of  contemptible  nonsense,  20. 
His  Political  Justice  cited,  172  and  173 — It's -nature  dis- 
cussed and  exposed,  216,  note/).  His  Enquirer  criticised 
and  cited,  388,  note  r.  His  acknowledgments  and  profes- 
sions, 389,  notes.  Ideas  of  education,- 390,  notes.  Protection 
against  the  appellation  of  fool,^7;.  His  work  cited,  39  i,  notes. 
His  indecent  illustration  of  a  passage  in  his  work,  392,  notes. 
His  opinions  subversive  of  the  present  orders  of  society,  ib.  ■■ 
His  description  of  the  walk  of  a  man  with*  and  of  a  man  with, 
out,  talents,  contrasted,  393,  notes.  His  gun  of  generation, 
-and  self-tilling  plough,  393,  notes.  Sets  up  for  a  legislator, 
a  reformer,  and  a  philosopher,  395,  notes.  His  impiety 
less  than  his  folly,  396,  notes.     The  weakness  of  his  uu- 
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dcrsfanding  more  visible  than  the  violonGc  of  his  exertions, 
ib.  At  best,  but  a  mongrel  or  an  exotic  — Reason  diiiclaitns 
iiim — Not  acquainted  either  ivith  eloquence  or  with  good 
■writing,  ib.  Citation  from  Sextus  Empiricns  applied  to  him, 
397,  notes.  A  mongrel  disciple  of  Condorcct,  4oC,  notcs- 
More's  Utopia  cited  to  liim  and  his  compeers,  457. 
Goodcnough^  Doctor,  (since  appointed  Bishop  of  Carlisle,) 
noticed  under  the  name  of  Palsemon,  321.  Some  particulars  of 
him,  332,  note  niTn.  The  tardiness  of  his  promotion,  ib. 
Gordon^  Lord    William,  noticed,    214,    note  i.     One  of  the 

"  tria  lamina  gcntis,"  342,  note  cc. 
Go'sety  Dr.  noticed  as  of  a  bibliypolish  turn,   78,  note   cc. 
His    Tellum  binding   mentioned,    188,    note  p.      A  good 
scholar,  and  a  judge  of  the  valiie  of  books,   303,  note?. 
Ingenious,  leurnod,  scti«ible,  and  cheerful,  30  1,  note. 
Governments.    French  a\iom  with  respect  to  them,  165,  notes. 
Voltaire's  opinion  of   the  cause  of  their  fall,  1G7,  note?. 
When  relaxed,  not  easily   recalled   to  rigour,  261,   notes. 
Can  be  carried  on  but  in  three  ways,  467,  notes — Those 
defined,  ib. — not  a  matter  of  perpetual  experiment,  ib. 
Gracchus.  Cains.     An  expression  of  his  cited,  37.'>,  notes. 
Grafioffi,  Duke  of.   His  theol(Ji;ical  hints  noticed,  316,  note/. 
.  Cclcbrafed  by  the  first  prose  and  the  first  poetic  writer  of 
the  age,  338,  note  tt    Ilis  singular  obserrations  on  scripturai 
subjects,  though  Chancellor  of  the  university  of  Cambridgt-. 
350,   note  p. 
Grattan,  Mr.   noticed,   344. 
Gravina,   noticed  as  a  publisher  of  the  "  Lex  Regia,'*  267, 

notes. 
Graj/,  Mr.     His  character  and  fortune,  50,  and  note  nny  51. 
His  Bard  cited,  96,  note  «.     His  Elegy  cited,  135,  notern. 
Rage  for  translating  it  into  Greek,  17S,  notea.  Passagein 
it  contrasted  with  a  Greek  translation  by  the  Rev.  Williqiu 
Cookj  formerly  Greek  Professor  in  the  university  of  Cam- 
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bridge,  193,  uotcs.  Passage  in  liis  Letters  cited,  360, 
no  to/. 

frreathead,  Mr.  mentioned,  28. 

f?rff;?(',  Mr.  His  several  -works  on  the  *'  Art  of  Coney 
Catchijig"  noticed,  J)3,  note  g. 

Greece.-  Orators  and  barristers  not  permitted  to  make  any 
epilogus  or  peroration  in  the  courts  of  law  or  in  the  senate, 
3S2,  uotcs.  Letter  of  a  Grecian  courtezan  compared  with 
that  of  a  modern  French  general,  471,  notes. 

Grcgoife^  Bishop,  noticed,  224,  notes. 

Crrc<^orius,  Nazianzenus,  cited,  -l.'il,  notes. 

Orcgoryy  Dr.  noticed  as  a  biographer  of  Chattcrton,  74,  note 

'/- 

Grcnvillf^  Lord,  noticed  for  firmness,  when  Mr.  Pitt's  col- 
league in  the  ministry,   114. 

Grcif,  (now  Earl)  noticed,  213.  One  of  the  ballet  masters  in 
the  grand  political  Opera,  269,  notes.  As  a  proposer  of 
veform,  should  be  resisted,  406,  notes. 

fj/o/iu.f,  noticed,  u29,  notes.  His  works  proper  subjects  for 
public  lectures,  ib. 

Grutcr,  noticed,  2C7,  notes. 

n 

lldif,  Sip  Matthew,  noticed,  368.  Ilargrare's  inir^ducfpry 
preface  to  his  '•''  Jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords"  men- 
tioned, 402,  note  0. 

Hall,  Bishop,  noticed  and  his  satire  cited,  4^,  note  i. 

Jlullam,   13r.  noticed,  299.  .  -    . 

Jifdlifdx,  Eisliop  of  St.  Asaph,  noticed  as  editor  of  Dr.  Ogdyn's 
Sermons,  2,)5,  note  J.     Kuiogiuai  oiihim,  fft. 

Ihtmilton,  Mr.  noticed  for  his  Gi-ecian  style  in  paiuting,   41'i. 

JIampdrn.,  John,  379;  noles.  llli  detention  by  order  of 
C'hurles  L  ib. 
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Ilanntcr,  Sir  Thomas,  noticed  as  an  editor  of  Slnikspearc,  02, 
notes. 

IlardxickCj    Lord,  liis  niiscellancoas  sJate  papers   cited,  75, 
-  note  /. 

Jlargravc^  F.  Esq.  noticed,  402.  His  tiHgulur  cliaracter  uf 
the  Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  ib.  note  b  Introductory  Preface 
to  Sir  Matthew  Hale's  Jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords;  a 
sound  and  learned  lawyer  but  nu  rhetorician ;  some  dif- 
ference between  him  and  Cicero,  -f^. 

Harmer.  Rev  Mr.  His  observations  on  scripture  from  travels 
into  the  East,  4  vol.  8vo.  Sf^'i,  note/>, 

Ilwiingx,  Airs,  noticed,  tib^^  note  a.  Troubled  with  a.  new 
malady,   called  "  Tenant ophobia,"   ib. 

ilatsell^  Mr.  mentioned  with  great  commendation,  133,  and  note 
/*,  ib.     A  passage  ill  Quintiliau  adapted  to  him,  131,  notes. 

JIazckins,  Sir  John,   noticed  as  one  of  the  2?IacIi;iJilCtter  com- 
mentators, by  the  name  of  Asbolus,  98,  and  note  a,  ib.  His 
Life  of  Johnson  cited,  367,  notes. 

Ilaylcy.  Observations  on  his  language,  &c.  preface  xi,  notes. 
Citation  from  Horace  applicable  to  his  works,  63,  note  /. 
Character  of  his  poetry,  ib.  His  life  or  defence  of  Miltou 
mentioned,  229,  note  b. 

Hazelrigj  Sir  Arthur,  noticed,  .379,  notes.  His  detention  by- 
order  of  council,   ib. 

Heard,  Sir  Isaac,  noticed  for  signing  to  the  authenticity  of 
Ireland's  Shakspearian  papers,  142,  notes. 

Heath  J  Dr.  noticed,  ;>1S,  note  k.  Mrs.  H.'s  halUnights  at 
Eton  during  Lent,  ib. 

Heberden,    Ur.  noticed,    123,  notes 

HeinecciuSf  noticed  as  a  publisher  of  the  Lex  Rcgia,  2'37, 
notes. 

Melladius,  Besantinous,  an  extract  of,  preserved  by  Photius 
cited,  472,  notes. 

MeMdiuSj  PriscuSj  cited,  1 37,  notes. 
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JTcmfn<r.<t^  Mr.  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  noticed,  35D,  as  an 
emiiK'ut  calculator  of  the  diftcrcnt  payments,  ih.  note  d. 

Jfemmin^c,  noticed  as  an  editor  of  Shakspeafe,  91,  notes. 

Herodotus,  saylns.  of  his,  atjd  the  occasion  of  it  cited,  311, 
notes.     Cited,  446,  notes. 

llerries,  Sir  Robert,  noticed,  360,  note  /.  Mentioned  as  a 
political  painter,  ib. 

Utrf:chclly  Dr.  noticed,  43G.  His  new  doctrine  of  the  Ma- 
teria Solaris  mentioned,  /7>,  noie  /.  Singular  coincidence 
-with  it  in  the  Greek  commentaries  of  Proclus  and  Plotinus; 
A  distingui^hcd  Fellovr  of  the  Royal  Society,  437,  note  h. 

Jicj/,  The  Rev.  Dr.  John,  noticed,  iS-i,  note  c. 

Ilejjnc^  Professor,  noticed,  408,  notes.  Insulted  the  English 
liTifTcrsitios  in  his  nritiiig>';  was  originally  a  njcchaiiiff  ;  not 
born  vfith  taste  and  never  acquired  elegante;  Character  of 
him,  ib. 

IIUI,  Sir. John,  noticed,  22(>,  notes. 

Jdll,  Sir  Richard,  noticed,  21.i, 

Jioadlcy,  \t.  noticed  as  a  defender  of  protestantism,  21. 

llochCy  General,  noticed,  3()2,  ixoickk. 

JltuUus^   noticed  as  the  learned,  230,  noteh. 

liolcrujt.  Ml.  noticed,  373,  note  c. 

Jlalliday^  Mr.  noticed  as  tjie  biographer  of  Earl  Mansfield, 
.i3S,  note  ;::. 

Holt,  Chief  Justice,  noticed,  24G,  notes. 

ilotncr,  cited,  12,  Eulogium  on  him,  2.5.  Cited,  <i2;  SR, 
notes;  103;  159;  171;  189,  notes;  22t>,  notco;  2JH, 
note/);  241;  271;  294,  notes:  297,  notes:  31 S,  note  A"; 
316,  notes;   375,  notes.  ' 

Ilookerj  noticed  as  a  defender  of  protestantism,  21.     His  works 
reprinted  and  recommended,  459,  notes. 

Jlorarx',  hia  general  apology  cited,  lO.  One  of  the  highest 
class  of  satirists,  31.  ('ited  with  reference  to  IJayley,,  53^ 
note/.     Cited,  80,  uotc  cc;    ll3j  notes.     His  testinaoay 
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iy  favor  of  the  Sosii  (the  Roman  booksellers,)    1S2,     notes. 
Cited,  361,  note^. 

Horsley,  Bishop,  noticed  for  his  Sermon  before  the  Mrgdalen?, 
.183.  Passage  from  it,  184,  note  A\  Paraphrased,  z7>.  Will 
never  incur  the  danger  of  the  second  Philippic,  185,  notes. 
His  comment  on  the  Attic  Law  cited,  186,  note  nn.  Intem- 
perate parliamentary  speeches  censured,  315,  note  d.  His 
fondness  for  the  order  of  the  Bath,  316  and  note  c.  ih.  Caution 
to  him,  ib.  notes.  The  advice  of  Gil  Bias  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Grenada  recommended  to  liim,  398,  note  u.  Controversy 
against  Dr.  Priestley,  431,  note  b.  Compared  with  the  Rev. 
Charles  Leslie,  439,  notes.     Named,  427. 

HoTx-e,  Earl,  noticed,  385,  notes. 

Ihime,  noticed,  70,  notes;  116.  Cited,  380,  notes.  His  Treatise 
on  Human  Nature  mentioned,  396,  notes. 

Hind,  Bishop,  mentioned  with  great  respect,  89,  notes.  A  pas- 
sage in  his  preface  to  Warburton's  works  noticed  with  con- 
cern, 233,  note  dd.  Cited,  ih.  The  venerable  friend  and 
compeer  of  Bishop  Warburton,  407,  notes.   Named,  427. 

Hussey,  (Titular  Bishop  of  Waterford)  his  Pastoral  Letter  cited, 
examined  and  exposed  in  it's  true  coloiu's,  272,  note  z.  His 
ungrateful  conduct,  276,  note  b. 

Iknnius,  cited  on  the  false  philosopliers,  253,  note. 


I. 


Index.    An  cxpurgatory  one  necessary  even  to  the  best  (i.  e. 

Johnson  and  Stcevens's  cum  notis  variorum)  edition  of  Shak- 

speare,  87,  notes. 
Ireland.    French  union,  or  brotherhood  in,  with  their  book  ot 

death,  377,  note  ii. 
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Jrehnd,  Mr.  noticed,  115.  Reception  of  his  forged  tragedy  of 
Vortigern,  13S,  note  7.  Asserts  his  being  in  possession  of 
Shakspearc'si  library,  139,  note  t.  His  taste  evinced  in  rebind- 
ing  it  in  green  morocco  leather,  140,  note  x.  Effrontery  of 
the  son  only  ec|ualled  by  the  tender  solicitude  of  the  father, 
143,  notes.  Whether  Mr.  Ireland,  senior,  or  Mr.  Malonc 
is  the  greuttat  scholar,  143,  notes. 

Ironical,  (letter)  on  the  modern  style  of  biographical  writing,  by 
fashionable  literati,  preface  ix.  note  q. 


J. 


Jackson,  Rev.  Cyril,   dean  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  noticed, 

77,  note  a. 
Janus,  Lascaris,  mentioned  as  a  man  of  eloquence  and  politeness, 

236,  note  /. 
Jephson,  Mr.  noticed,  SO,  note  cc. 
Jcnnngkafu,  Mr.  noticed  as  sillier  than  his  sheep,  29.     Citations 

from  Drydeii  and  Boileau  applied  to  him,  3G3,  note  n. 
Jersey,  Lady,  noticed,  151,  notes. 
Jekyll,  Mr.  noticed,  134,   note  L     His  witticisms  incapable  of 

shaking  the  minister,  W.  Pitt,  ih. 
Jounhinus,  De  Barrauco,  mentioned,  227,  notes 
John,  of  Salisbury,  cited,  399,  note  x. 
Johnson,  Dr.   noticed  as  a   commentator    on   Shakspeare,  83, 

note  h.     How  his  name  became  associated  with  that  of  Mr.' 

George  Steevens,  88,  notes.     Huntsman  to  the  ^lacft  %tittZ 

pack,  94.  Portrait  of  Johnson  among  the  J^lacfe  "EcttCC  ^Og^; 

Hh  note  r.     His  comments  on  Shakspeare  free   from  inde*-. 

cency,  95,   notes.      Observation  on  Irish  hospitality,  124, 
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note  yy.  Explanation  of  tire  term  P«r/-,  150,  note  f.  Pas- 
sage in  Hawkins's  Life  of  him  cited,  367,  notes.  His  Life  of 
Milton  cited,  400,  note  yy.  Passage  from  his  lafe  oif  Sa- 
vage, 453,  notes. 

Johnston,  his  Natural  History  in  Latin  cited,  86,  notes. 

Jones,  Abraham,  noticed,  215. 

Jones,  Sir  William,  noticed,   359.     His  character,  449. 

Jordan,  Mrs.  noticed,  155. 

Jortin,  Rev.  Dr.  mentioned,  89,  notes. 

Josephus,  cited,  3S5.  The  perusal  of  the  7th  book  of  his  Jewish 
War  recommended — Compared  to  iEschylus,  ib.  Cited, 
3S6,  notes j  430,  notes. 

Junius,  cited,  119,  notes.  Considered  a^  a  legitimate  English 
classic,  ib.  note  a.  Cited,  316,  note  e;  324,  notes;  342, 
note  dy  416,  notes;  466,  notes. 

Justice,  (The  Political)  Treatise  on,  hy  Godwin,  epitomized  and 
exposed,  216,  note/?. 

Juvenal,  mentioned  as  one  of  the  highest  class  of  satirists,  31. 
Cited,  43;  6S,  notes;  86,  notes;  119,  note/?;  132,  notes; 
134,  notei;  149,  notes;  173,  note  c;  202,  notes;  245; 
250;  352,  notes. 


Kemble,  Mr.  noticed,  154. 

.Ke«_yoi7,  Lord,  noticed,  117,  notes.  As  one  of  the  Mezzi  So- 
prani, in  the  political  opera  of  Acis  and  Galatea,  152,  notes. 

Ktpler,  mentioned,  419. 

King,  Edward,  Esq,  noticed,  425.  His  "  Morsels  of  Criticism,** 
426,  notes.  The  title  objectionable— Character  of  the  work, 
S  s  2 


INDEX. 

ib.  Uif  explanation  of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  cited,  428 
notes.  Prophetic  of  the  present  times,  ib.  Remarks  on  the 
Revelations,  429,  notes. 
Anj^///,  Mr.  his  poetry  noticed,  3.  His  modesty,  20.  Improver 
of  ground  by  neglect,  1 16,  and  note  n,  ib.  Observations  on 
his  didactic  poem,  117,  note  o.  His  ideas  of  poetry,  ib.  His 
poem,  a  versification  of  several  writers  in  prose,  ib.  Never 
decisive,  always  doubtful,  117,  notes.  His  poem  cited,  US, 
notes.  Names  himself  as  author  of  the  essay  on  the  Worship 
of  Priapus,  119,  notes.  Essay  on  the  Greek  Alphabet,  1S6, 
note  71.  Citations  from  Dryden  and  Boileau  applied  to  him, 
363,  note  n.     The  composing  quality  of  his  writings,   365. 


La  Bruj/ere,  mentioned,  9,  411. 

Ladies.  Observations  on  their  modern  dress,  14S,  note  e.  Hint 
to  them,  l49,  note/.    • 

Lundino,  Christopher,  noticed  as  a  writer  of  spirit,  237,  note  n. 

Longford,  Dr,  noticed  as  perj)etually  preaching  to  the  King,  320. 
His  loyal  attention  to  His  Majestj^  331,  note  m.  Compared  to 
the  ri^er  Alpheus— Unwilling  to  trust  the  royal  theology  to 
country  curates,  ib. 

Language.  Eulogium  on  the  Greek,  250.  The  study  of  it 
recommended. — Advice  to  gentlemen  of  fortune  thereon— 
It's  advantages,  ib.  Simplicity  in  language  recommended; 
Government,  morality,  and  religion,  all  concerned  in  it's 
preservation,  346,  notes,  llie  Greek  always  valued  bymen  of 
learning,  470,  notes.  Frenchmen  in  general  ignorant  of  it, 
ib.  Their  modern  philosophers  perpetually  despising  or 
ridiculing  it,  and  by  confounding  it  indiscriminately  with 
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the  Coptic  and  Chinese  languages,  they  insinuate  their  equal 
inutility,  471  and  472,  notes. 

Lansdoivne,  Lord,  noticed,  262  and  434. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  his  prose  noticed,  3.  His  letters  to  the 
Scotch  peers  mentioned,  214,  note  I. 

Laurence,  Dr.  and  Company  mentioned  as  authors  of  the  Rol- 
liad,  &c.  46,  note  g.  The  Doctor's  spectacles  admired,  47, 
note  ii. 

Luxu.  Eulogium  on  tlie  English,  175.  Religion,  part  of  the 
common  law,  248,  notes.  Clause  in  the  ancient  Roman 
cited,  270,  notes.  The  study  of  it,  as  a  study,  particularly 
rcconimendcd  not  to  be  pursued  at  college,  329,  notes. 
The  necessity  of  extending  temporary  ones  in  times  of  violence 
and  sedition,  342,  note  ec.  Axiom  of  it's  professors,  403, 
notes. 

Leeds,  Duke  of,  noticed,  150,  note  g.  Compared  to  Loelius, 
154. 

Liland,  Tlie  Rev.  Dr.  mentioned,  S9,  notes. 

Le  Sage.  His  Gil  Bias  unequalled  and  unrivalled,  57,  notes, 
cited,  348,  note  A;  3'J7,  notes ;  399,  note  m. 

Leslie,  The  Rev.  Charks,  noticed,  432,  notes. 

LetUr.  From  Kien  Long  to  George  the  Third  cited,  pre- 
face xiv.  Pastoral  one  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  exposed, 
272,  note  i.  A  pair  of  them  recommended  to  notice, 
355,  note  rr.  To  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  Triple  Assessment 
cited,  360,  note  /.  From  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  Sir 
William  WynJham,  465,  notes.  Of  a  modern  French  Ge- 
neral compared  with  one  of  a  Grecian  courtezan,  471, 
notes. 

I.eii'ls^  M.  Esq.  I\r  P.  noticed,  245.  The  author  of  the  Monk,  ib. 
note  b.  Censure  of  him  for  that  work.— It's  open  and  un- 
qualified blasphemy.— Depicts  the  arts  of  lewd  seduction.— 
The  book  indictable  at  common  law,  ib.  Passage  in  it  citetl, 
246,  notes.  Called  to  answer  before  the  tribunal  of  public 
S  s  3 


INDEX. 

f  .  •piriion,  250.  A  serious.  ofFence  to  the  public,  366,  note  s.  The 
suppve^^ifion  l:)y  himself  of  some  parts  in  it  recommended.— 
Neither  genius  nor  wit  in  the  indecent  passages. — A  citation 

^i.  J  froia  Procopiii!<  ap})hcd  to  him,  ib.  Protest  against  the  novel 
as  pubhshcd  by  a  member  of  Parliament,  368,  notes.  Magis- 
trates called  upon  to  repress  such  worbs,  387,  notes. 

Idimceus,  noticed,  420.  Inscription  under  a  print  of  him,  ib. 
note  p. 

Literature.     It's  importance  to  civilized  states,   163.      Unlor- 

"u.'tunate  that  few  subjects  in  it  are  at  tliii*  period  of  Dine 
"interesting,   if  divested  of  politics,  260.     It's  powers,   3S7, 

-•"Kotcs.     The  love  of  it  may  make  us  un.sociable,  4a2,  notey. 

Miiltkhales;  Doctor,  noticed,  123,  notes. 

Liry,  cited,  14 ;.  68,  notes. 

Lloyd,  Mr.  David,  noticed,  461,  notes.  An  acute  anjd  intelli- 
gei>t  observer  of  hi^tory.  His  State  Worthies  mentioned 
and  recommended— Singular  inscription  of  that  work,  ib. 

Locke.     His  woiks  mentioned,   222,   notes.      His  definition  of 

•  reason  and  faith,  254,  note  c.  His  works  proper  for  publiip 
lectures  in  the  universities,  329,  notes.  An  expression  of 
his  cited,  437,  note  A. 

Lombard,  Bishop  of  Paris,  noticed,  224,  Hote  s. 

Longimts,  noticed,   132,  notes.    Cited,  183,  notes  j  386,  notes. 

Lorkin,  Mr.  mentioned,  75,  note  v. 

Loughborough,  Lord,  supposed  to  perform  Go,latea,An  the  poli- 
tical optTa  of  Acis  and  G.  152,  notes.  Musical  metaphor 
of  his  political  conversion,  153,  notes. 

Louis,  Sixteenth,  noticed,  412,  notes. 

Lovers,  of  exotic  poetry,  referred  to  Dr.  Darwin's  Botanic  Gar- 
den, 13. 

Lovjth,  Bishop.  Bishop  Kurd's  opinion  of  him  as  a  writer,  233, 
note  dd.  Noticed  as  one  of  the  greatest  scholars  which  our 
times  have  produced,  ib. 

Luca7i,  cited,   265 j   275,  notes;  284. 
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Ludliits,  noticed  as  inventor  of  satire,  30.     Ills  name  of  tlie 

Aurwnciaa  noticed,  371. 
Lucretius,  cited,  221,  notes. 
Liunisden.,  Andrew,   Evq.  noticed,  355.     His  rcmarlis  on  the 

antiquitii-s  of  Rome,  ib.  note  .v. 
lyj/cophron,  cited,  preface  xiii.  ;   109;  111,  notes  ;  289. 
Lyings  Political,  not  the  invention  of  any  modern  statesman, 

122,  notes. 
Li/sons,   Rev.  Daniel,  noticed,   356.     An  ingenious  and  dili- 
gent Anti<iuary,   357,   note  jj.     His  Environs  of  London, 

the  volumes  too  large  and  too  dear,  iO. 
Lysons^   Samuel,  E^q.  noticed,    o.jfi.      His  works  mentioned 

with  Enlogy,  ib.   note  x.     His  direction   of  the   military 

spade,  ib. 


]M 


Machicwcl.  His  saying  upon  states  cited,  268,  notes.  Cited 
by  Mr.  Fox  in  (he  House  of  Commons,  ib.  Ilis  discourses 
on  Li-vy  cited,  ib. 

Madan,  Rev.  Mr.  noticed,  68.     His  Thelypthora,  69,  note  b. 

McecctiuSj  noticed,  127,  note  a.  Description  of  his  seal  affixed 
to  money-bills,  ib. 

Majfely  Marchcse  Scipio.  His  Verona  Illustrata  noticed, 
379,  notes. 

Malkin^  INJr.  noticed,  454,  notes.  His  Essay  on  Civilization 
cited,  lb. 

Malmsbury^  Lord,  274,  notes, 

Malone^  Mr.  noticed  as  a  guide  of  public  taste,  (so  called  by 

Dr.    Parr,)   88,   notes.     jNauiod  Hylactor  as   one   of  the 

S?tacft  %ttXtt  commentators,   <J7,   and   note   .r,  ib.      Much 

sagacity  and  ingenuity  in  vindication  of  Shakspcare,   lil, 
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note  y.  Whether  Iiimsolf  or  Mr.  Ireland,  senior,  is  the 
greatest  scholar  ?  1 4.S,  tiot-js.  His  Life  of  Dryden  satirically 
mentioned,  340,  note  ua.     Said  Life  cited,  ib. 

Manilius.     His  astronomicon  cited,  19.     Ditto  2S0. 

Mun^fi  Id,  Earl,  Chief  Justice  of  court  of  Kind's  Br-nch,  no- 
ticed, 336.     His  Life  by  Mr.  HoUiday,  338,  note  s. 

Marcel,  Monsieur,  the  famous  dancing-master.  Saying  of  his 
cit(d,  269,  notes, 

Markhum.     His  Book  of  Armourie  cited,  82,  notes. 

Marsh,  Key.  Herbert,  noticed,  401.  His  letters  to  Arch- 
deacon Travis— General  theorems  therein  mentioned,  402, 
note  a. 

Marsilius,  Ficinus,  noticed  as  the  great  disciple  of  Plato,  236, 
note  k. 

Martial,  cited,  IS*?,  notes.  » 

Marlinus,  Scriblerus,  compared  with  Dr.  Darwin,  preface 
viii.  note  e.  Citt^d,  343.  ^c'w  chapter  of  his  on  the  art 
of  secrecy  in  campaigns  by  sea  and  land,  344,  notes.  His 
Memoirs  cited,  354,  note  qq. 

Maskelync,  Dr.  noticed,  437,  note  1i.  A  distinguished  Fel- 
low of  the  Royal  Society,  ib. 

Nawn^  The  Rev.  William,  51,  and  note;?,  ib.  Sttpposedtoha,ve 
written  the  Heroic  Kpistle  to  Sir  W.  Chambers,  under  the^A 
name  of  Macgreggor,  5^.      Character    of  his  works,    ib. 
note  0.     Hoiiiagc  paid  to  his  <omb   by  the  Grecian  and 
British   muses,  4 18.     Poetical  character  of  him,  447. 

Mttisin/rer .  meniioued,  89. 

Maihiusy  Mr.  His  Essay  on  the  Controversy  concerning 
Kowley  and  Chatter  ton  mentioned,  74,  note  q.  His  attempt 
to  excite  curiosity  for  the  Runic  or  northern  poetry,  307, 
notci'. 

JUauri'-e.y  Rev.  Mr.  noticed  for  his  History  of  Hindostan,  &c. 
233,  notes.  Part  of  it's  dedication  cited,  433,  note  t, 
Jt's  liberal  support  by  the  East  India  Company,  ib. 
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Medcy  The  Rev.  Joseph,  noticed  as  a  defender  of  (he  pro- 
testant  religion,  ii. 

Meibomiusy  noUcetl,  3g1,  note  7. 

Nclmoth,  William,  Esq.  noticed,  415.  A  most  elegant  and 
disinguished  writer.  —  His  Translations  of  Cicero  and 
Pliny  praised,  ib.  note  ^. 

Men.  Epistles  of  obscure  ones,  cited,  103,  notes,  and  333,  notes. 
Uncommon  reprehension  due  to  some,  279.  Guided  in  their 
actions  not  by  system,  b'lt  by  single  impulses,  389,  notes. 
Their  fashionable  method  of  wasting  time  described,  416, 
notes.  Advice  to  those  of  deep  research  and  curious  en- 
quiry, 452,  note  ^.  Many,  of  learning  and  genius,  ruined 
for  want  of  common  discretion  and  prudence,  ib.  Rules 
for  their  conduct,  ib.  Words  of  the  late  Duke  of  New- 
castle applied  to  them.  ib.  Dr.  Johnson's  solemn  admoni- 
tion to  those  of  genius,  453,  notes.  Those  of  learning 
always  had  a  proper  value  for  the  Greek  language,  470, 
notes. 

Menander,   cited,  467,  notes. 

Merrij^  Mr.  mentioned,  28. 

Meursitis.     His  Greek  glossary  cited,  351,  notes. 

Mezcntiuft,  mentioned,  412,  notes. 

Micklej  Julius,  noticed  as  a  poet  and  a  man  of  genius,  &c. 
53,  note  s. 

Middleton,  Mr.  (sti\(n\  Jlemorjf  Middleton,)  noticed  as  the  dis- 
ciple of  Themisfocles,  llJ,  note  i. 

Milles,  Dr.  a  controversialiit  in  the  cause  of  Rowley  and 
Chatterton,  74,  note  q.  A  pleasant  subject  for  Mason's 
Archaeological  Epistle,  ib.  note  s.  Editor  of  Rowley's 
poemsj   l4o,   note  bb. 

Millman,  Dr.  noticed,  123,  notes. 

Miher J  J ohiXj  noticed,  328.  His  virulent  pamphlet  mentioned, 
335,  nolo  f.  His  character  as  a  M'ritcr,  336,  notes.  Said 
pamphlet  cited,  ib.     His  History  of  Winchester,  337,  notci. 
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The  criticism  of  the  Attorney  General  might  be  applied  to 

sonic  passages  in  it,  ib.     Seeuis  a  wit  to  one  liisiiop,  ib. 
Jtlihicr,  Rev.  Isaac,   Dean   of  Carlisle,  noticed  as  a  distin- 
guished Fellow  of  the  Iloyal  Society,  437,  note  h. 
Mlton.       Cited,     86,    notes;     94,    qq\    108;     149,  notes; 

197,  notes;    279.     His  Life  by  Johnson  cited,  400,  note 

ifjj.      Boydell's     and    Nicol's    splendid    edition    of     his 

works.  — His  gallery  mentioned,  443,  notes.     Cited,.  443, 

note  r.     Paradise  Regained  cited,  4^3,  notes. 
Mind.     It's  character,   27S.     The  power  of  music  on   the 

poet's,   314,  note  b. 
3h'nga7/f  Mr.  the  barrister,  noticed,  330. 
JUirabeau,  Monsieur,  cited,  62,  note  cc.     Particular  words  of 

his  cited,  470.     Those  words  verified,  472,  notes. 
3Iiran(ki,  General,  named,  362,  note  kk. 
Midake.  of  Erasmus,  recited,  preface  xxli. 
Moirtiy  Earl  of,   noticed,   377,  note  ii.     His  motion  in  the 

Irish  House  of  Lords,  ib. 
3IonboddOf  Lord,  noticed,  349.     His  opinion  that  men  had 

once  iails^  ib^  note  m. 
Moniagite^  Matthew,   Esq.  M.  P.  his  remarks  on  ]\Ir.  Pitt's 

administration,  126,  notes. 
Moniern^  at  Eton.     It's   abolition  recommended,  and  why, 

323,  notes. 
Montesquieu.,   noticed,    117,    note  o.     His  works  mentioned, 

222,  notes.     Saying  of  his  upon    the   English   system  of 
ij.jigoaernmcnt,  268^,  notes. 
Moorc^  Dr.     His  view  of  romance-writers,  noticed,  59,  notes. 

His  opinion  of  novels,  ib.     Character  of  him,  21.),  note  ;n. 
More,  Sir    Thomas,    noticed,    456,    notes.     Cited,    ib.      His 

Utopia  cited,  457,  notes.    The  same  compared  with  Plato's 

Rcpnblic,  458,  notes. 
Morgan,  Maurice,  Esq.  noticed,  354.     An  ingenious  writer 

and  author,    ib.  note  r.    Of  the  Lansdown  school,   355, 

nottss. 
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Blorosophos,  Dr.  noticed,  318-  A  man  of  method,  349,  note  A:. 
Disregards  the  rules  of  Dr.  Corne'.ius  Sciiblerus,  354,  note  qg- 
His  travels  at  home,  355,  His  never-failing  attendance  at 
Sir  Joseph  Banks's,  357.  His  hospitality,  358.  His 
knowledge  of  scrip,  and  dabbling  in  the  funds,  359. 
Drinks  to  the  miuistcr,  (Mr.  Pif:t,)  with  cordiality,  ib» 
Is  one  of  the  learned  classics  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  ib, 
notec?.  Troublesome  to  hisfri.-nds  on  the  subject  of  Greek 
music,  361,  note  i.  Unacquainted  with  the  three  hymns  to 
Calliope,  Apollo,  and  Nemesis,  362,  notes.  As  a  poet, 
363. 

3IusambertiuSf  mentioned,  227,  notes. 


N 


Nardini.     His  Roma  Antlqua,  noticed,  379,  notes. 

Narcs^  Rev.  Mr.  noticed  as  judge  in  the  contest  amongst  the 
translators  of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek,  180,  note  e. 
His  very  poetical  address  to  the  combatants,  182. 
Description  of  the  prizes,  182  to  190.  The  highest  prize, 
190.  His  distribution  of  them,  191.  The  propriety 
thereof,  192,  note  t.    , 

Nature,  corruptions  of,  need  neither  incitement  nor  illustra- 
tion, 86,  notes. 

Neckar,  IMonsicur,  noticed,  290.     His  character,  291. 

Nemesis,  Hymn  to,  mentioned,  362,  notes. 

Nezacastle,  Hollis  Pelham,  Duke  of,  noticed,  452,  notes. 
His  words  cited,  ib. 

Newspapers.  Their  inadequate  and  careless  representation  of 
speeches  in  parliament,  213. 
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Kt-i^lon,  Sir  Isaac,  noticed,  39.  Dialogue  between  liim  and 
Dr.  Beutlfy,  ib.  His  optics  cited,  3G9,  note  u.  llis 
Principia  cited,  419,  note  o. 

Ncicton,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  noticed,  352.  His  Account  of  his 
own  Life  cited,  ib.  note  q.  Motives  for  his  second  mar- 
riage, 353,    notes. 

Nkolly  Mr.  George,  bookseller,  noticed,  443,  note  oo.  His 
splendid  editions  of  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  ib. 

Nidwlls,  Mr.  M.  P.  His  head  impenetrable  by  the  drops  from 
tlic  amp oHa  celebrated  by  Ariosto.  28.  His  letter  to  Mr. 
Pitt  mentioned,  354.  One  of  the  throe  great  letter- 
writers  of  the  age,    355,  notcrr. 

T^onnus,  Dionysius,  cited,  463,  notes. 

Norbur^,  Rev.  Dr.  noticed  as  a  translator  of  Gray's  Elegy 
into  Greek,  178,  note  b,  ib.  Sufiercd  by  the  literary 
Guillotine,  179,  note  d.  Receives  the  chief  prize  from 
the  hands  of  the  British  Critic,  in  the  contest  among  the 
Greek  translators  of  Gray's  Klegy,    191. 

Hurthy  I>ord,  the  prime  n.inister,  noticed,  380,  note  mm. 
His  appointment  of  ThurloAV  and  Wedderburue  as  At- 
torney and  Solicitor-Generals  — His  meaning  thereby  — 
It's  cunsoqitence  to  their  successors,  ib. 

Soi'iheotCf  ISIr.  II.  A.    noticed  as  a  painter  after  Nature,   ib. 


o 


Oberca^    Queen,    noticed,    417.      Her   Letter  to  Sir  Joseph 

*  CahVs,' "ift.  n"ote/i:. 
Obs'rvaltons  on'Mr.   Haylt'y,  preface  xi,  notes.     Mr.  Cow- 

per,   ditto  xii.  notes. 
Oiles,   probationary,  cited,   332,  notes. 
iEcono'rntf,  (modern state)  it's definitit>n,  1 30,  nolee.   " 
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OgJcn,  Dr.  His  sermons  noticed,  253,  note  d,  Ilimsrlf 
noticed,  440,  notes.  I]js  discourses  recommended,  4fiO, 
notes. 

O'Kcefc,  noticed,  79,  note  dd. 

Oldjicldy  Mr.  mentioned  as  an  obscure  writer  on  tiie  borouga?, 

;    28. 

Oppression^  practical  po^.itical,  clo';ely  allied  to  theoretical 
perfection,  1G9. 

Orfurd,  Lord,  (Horace  Walpole.)  noticed  on  the  subject  of 
Chattcrton,  74,  note  /•. 

Orlundoy  Furioso,  his  sword  mentioned,   307. 

Orpheus,  cited,  27,  note  b. 

Ovid,  cited,  87,  notes;   92,  nofep  ;    102,  r.otcs. 

Otisclcj/^  William,  Esq.  now  Sir  William,  noticed  for  his  Per- 
sian Miscellanies,   233,  notes. 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  noticed,  269,  notes.  Saying  of  Monsieur 
Marcel,  (the  famous  dancing-master)  respecting  him,   ib. 

Oxford,  University,  commended  for  it's  behaviour.  325.  nofes. 
Knows  it's  dignity  and  preserves  it,  ib.  An  observa;ioa 
of  Erasmus  a  proper  motto  for  the  doors  of  it's  theatre, 
319,  notes. 


Paine,  Thomas,  noticed  as  vulgar  and  illiterate,  20.  The 
magistrates  called  upon  to  suppress,  by  law,  all  similar 
writings,  387,  notes. 

Paley,  Rev.  Dr.  uoticcd,  317,  note  b.  His  intended  ap- 
pointment to  the  mastership  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge  — 
That  university  regrets  his  absence,  as  one  oi  the  ablest 
instructors,  she  ever  could  boast,  ib.  His  moral  and 
pulitical  philosophy^  tiiough  an  ezcelieut  work,   not  p^. 
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ticularly  proper  for  public  lectures  in  the  Universities  at 
present,  and  why,  329,  notes. 

Parr,  Dr.  noticed,  26.  Cited.  87,  note  L  Censured  for  his 
unbridled  licence  of  language,  89,  notes.  Cited  with  a 
new  application  of  his  words,  ib.  His  conviction  of  the 
authenticity  of  Ireland's  Shakspearian  papers,  142,  notes. 
Controversy  with  Dr.  Coombe,  141,  note  a,  and  227,  note 
X.  His  Sermon  on  Education  mentioned,  186.  Metaphor 
of  his  wig,  223.  Said  Sermon  Censured  by  Bishop  Hurd, 
ih.  Dedication  of  his,  remarkable  for  it's  imagery,  224, 
note  V.  His  verbiage  and  phraseology  reprobated,  225, 
note  b.  His  Avritings  enumerated,  ib.  His  History,  226, 
notes.  Names  of  his  masters,  ib.  Citation  from  The- 
mistius  left  for  his  translation,  381,  notes.  His  sublime 
apostrophe,  403,  note  d.  The  waste  of  his  erudition  and 
talents  lamented,  452,  note^. 

Parsons,  William,  Esq.  noticed  as  a  critic  on  Gray,  122j* 
note  V. 

Pascal.     His  Provincial  Letters  cited,  preface  xxiii. 

Passage,  in  Dr.  Darwin's  Botanic  Garden  compared  with  the 
Dance  of  the  Planets  in  the  Rehearsal,  preface  vli.  Ii» 
Bishop  Horsley's  Sermon  before  the  Magdalens  cited,  184, 
note  /c.  In  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke's  Translation  of  Gray's 
Elegy  into  Greek  compared  with  the  original,  193,  notes. 
In  Bishop  Hurd's  preface  to  Warburton's  Works  cited, 
233,  note  (/</.  In  Mr.  Lewis's  novel  The  Monk  cited, 
246,  notes.  In  Euscbius  cited,  2.58.  In  Erasmus  cited, 
259.  In  a  funeral  oration  by  Bossuet,  276,  note  c.  lu  St. 
j^aul's  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy  cited,  350,  note  jy. 
In  a  Letter  to  iNIr.  Pitt  on  the  Triple  sscssment,  360, 
note/.  In  Mr.  Gray's  Letters,  ib.  In  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins's Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  367,  notes.  In  Gibbon's  His- 
tory applied  to  IVIr.  Fox,  374,  notes.  In  Sir  Thomas 
Browne,  410,  notes.  In  Johnson's  Life  of  Savage,  453, 
notes. 
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Passions^    of  love  and  of  hate,  never  felt  by  paliticiam;^  17. 

Patcrculiis,  citfd,  U>S,  note  c. 

Paitly  Saint,  his  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy  cited,  350,  note  p» 
Tenacious  of  his  privilege  as  a  Roman  citizen,  ib.  Cited, 
422,  note  s. 

Paj/nCy  Mr.  Thomas,  (senior,)  noticed  as  a  respectable  man, 
as  well  as  an  eminent  bookseller,  77,  note  ::.  A  celebrated 
measurer  of  the  mar>;ins  of  old  books,  78,  note  cc. 

Pearson,  Bishop,  noticed,  459,  notes.  His  works  reprinted 
and  recommended,  ih. 

Peltier,  Monsieur,  noticed,  as  editor  of  the  ^'  Tableau  de 
Paris,"  179,  note  (/.  His  extract  from  the  register  of  the 
literary  Guillotine. — Correction  of  amistake  in  ditto,  ib. 

P<?«roie,  Rev.  Thomas,  his  Poems  noticed,  53,  notcr. 

Percy,  Rev.  Dr.  noticed  as  a  commentator  on  Shakspcare,  8.1, 
note  /«.  Named  Labros,  as  one  of  the  %{^i^^%ttiiX.  com- 
mentators, 100. 

Perfection,  Theoretical,  closely  allied  to  practical  oppres- 
sion, 169. 

Pericles,  noticed,  232,  notes. 

Perry,  Mr.  noticed,  415. 

Perdtis,  mentioned  as  a  satirist  of  the  higliest  class,  31. 
Cited  39;  56,  notes;  85,  notes;  1 42,  notes;  195,  notes. 

Petrarch,  cited,  10;  25.     Character  of  his  poetry,  ib. 

Phalaris,  mentioned,  144. 

Phcedrus,   cited,  2,  note  b. 

Philclpha,  noticed  as  a  man  of  erudition,  236,  note  ?*. 

Phllusoiihers,  description  of  various  modern  enes,  279.  Com- 
pared with  those  of  antiquity,  280.  Atheistical  ones 
always  co-operate  with  atheist  statemen,  387,  notes.  ]\Io- 
dcrn  ones,  their  sneer  at  the  Christian  code,  4G2,  notes. 
French  ones  perpetually  despise  or  ridicule  the  Greek 
language,  471,  notes.  D'Alembcrt,  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous and  msidioHS  of  tljcm  all,  ib.     Insinuation  of  the 
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French  ones  respecting  the  Greek  and  Asiatic  languages, 
472,  notes.  The  nature  of  their  proofs  and  manner  of 
their  argnmcntK,  ib. 

Philosopfij/.  It's  rarious  uses,  109,  note  <?.  InJiffercnce  of 
the  new  to  all  (he  valuable  feelings  of  human  nature,  ^l'), 
Tiotcp.  The  modern  (7/«/w?v//)  a  favourite  mode  of  intro- 
ducing infidelity,  2J2,  notes.  The  rjal  cannot  reach  some 
subjects,  378.  It's  name  and  intluence  great  and  venera- 
ble, 379.  Will  always  command  ros[)ect,  ib.  The  nefa- 
rious and  desolating  pri'-icipUs  of  the  modern,  455,  notes. 

Photius,  cited,  157,  notes.  Extract  of  (Ilelladius  B^san- 
tinous)  preserved  by  him  ditto,  472,  notes. 

Vindar,  cited,  29,  note/;  37;  172,  note  t;  265;  283;  447, 
notes. 

Pindar,  Peter.     Ilis  character,  49,  note  m. 

Pinkcrton,  Mr.  One  of  the  ccrtijiers  of  the  authenticify  of 
Ireland's  Shakspearian  papers,     142,  notes. 

Piranesiy  noticed  for  his  Rome,  313,  note  x. 

Pitt,  Right  Hon.  William.  Absolute  power  not  within  his 
reach,  15.  His  continuance  in  office  necessary — Kulogium 
on  him,  ib.  His  indiirerence  to  literary  merit,  126,  notes. 
What  history  may  say  of  him,  ib.  His  principle  is  power 
and  not  fame,  127,  notes.  Liberal  though  by  stealth, /&. 
Despises  money,  ib.  note  e.  His  inattention  to  public 
economy  censured, /Y^.  Character  of  him,  128,  note  6.  Com- 
pared to  Themis  (ocles,  129,  notea.  Wanting  in  the  conduct 
of  the  French  war,  ib.  notes.  Performs  Acis  in  the 
political  oj)eia,  151,  note  kk.  Question  to  him,  204,  note 
d.  Mr.  Fox  his  political  dancing  master,  269,  notes. 
Placed  continually  between  him  and  his  man,  (Mr.  Sheri- 
dan,) ih.  Saying  of  his,  35*5,  note  b.  Letter  to  him  on  the 
Triple  Assessment  cited,  360,  note/.  Progress  of  his  mag- 
nificent system  of  taxation  olassically  represented  by  a 
passage  in  Mr.  Gray's  letters,  and  musically  illustrated,  ib. 
His  firmness  and  inflexible  perseverance  mentioned  with 
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respect,  377,  notes.  A  saying  of  Augustus  paraphrased 
and  applied  to  him,  476,  notes.  Praised  for  his  dignity, 
power  in  speech  and  argument,  and  vigorous  measures, 
478,  notes. 

Planta,  Mr.  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society,  mentioned  with 
great  respect,  as  learned  and  judicious,  422,  notes. 

Plato,  cited,  152,  notes;  278;  292,  notes.  Cicero's  remark 
on  him,  346,  notes.  Cited,  332,  notes.  His  Timasus 
mentioned,  456,  notes.  His  Republic  compared  with  Sir 
Thomas  More's  Utopia,  458,  notes.  Cited,  439,  note  d. 
His  definition  of  one  of  the  causes  of  aiheism,  459,  notes. 
Cited,  460,  notes.  His  knowledge  of  the  tyranny  of  a 
democracy,  461,  notes.     Character  of  his  writings,  ih, 

Plautus^  cited,  225,  notes. 

Pliny^  cited,  61,  notes.  An  observation  of  his,  120,  note 
q.  Cited,  127,  note  a.  Melmoth's  translation  of  him 
praised,  445,  note  q. 

Plotiaus,  mentioned,  310,  notes.  Cited,  435,  notes;  436, 
note/. 

Plutarch,  cited,  232,  notes;  270,  notes;  425,  note^. 

Poet,  character  of  him,  as  such,  309,  note  a.  The  sources 
from  whence  his  art  is  drawn,  ib.  His  creative  powers, 
310.  Eifect  of  local  situation  on  his  mind,  312,  note  x. 
Me<h{)d  of  supplying  the  want  of  travelling,  ib.  Exten- 
siveness  of  his  ideas,  312.  His  connection  with  the  pain- 
ter, 313.  Power  of  music  on  his  mind,  314.  His  view  of 
human  life,  ib.  His  enthusiasm,  315.  Are  often  pro- 
phets, 406,  note  g.  Has  power  to  invigorate  the  public 
mind,  and  confirm,  it's  stability,  474,  notes. 

Poefnj,  certain  kinds  of  it  to  be  added  to  the  soporifics,  123, 
notos.     It'^  licence  considerable,  if  modest,  266,  note^*. 

Politiano,  Angelo,  noticed  as  a  scholar  and  a  poet,  ^ZJ^ 
note  nn. 

Pope.    Hif  two  Dialogues  praised,   11,      A  satirist  of  the 
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highest  rank,  34.  Character  of  him,  35.  Cited,  95, 
notes;  96,  note  i ;  125,  note  i/t/i/.  Ilis  Dunciad  cited, 
143,  note  i/y.  Moral  Epistles  cited,  149,  note/.  Dic- 
tated to,  by  Aglaia,  ib.  Cited,  157,  note  r.  No  English 
author,  -whose  -works  admit  of  more  important  illus- 
tration, 404,  note  e.  The  opportunity  unfortunately 
lost,  ib.  Critical  part  of  ])r.  Joseph  Warton's  notes  on 
him,  praised  generally,  ib.  Prologue  to  the  Satires  cited, 
406,  noteg.  His  acknowledgment  to  Dr.  Warburton,  ib. 
His  works  distinguished  for  peculiar  correctness  both  in 
taste  and  morals,   409,  notes. 

Forphyriint.     His  Life  of  Plotinus  noticed,  310,  notes.     ^H. 

Porson,  Professor,  noticed  as  one  of  the  ^l&t\i'%ttttC  com- 
mentators, by  the  name  of  Nebrophonos,  98,  note  b.  ib. 
liis  letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis,  144,  note  z.  His  cor- 
rections of  j^ischylus  improperly  obtained,  and  printed 
by  Fowlis,  1  57,  note  r.  His  writing  in  a  certain  demo- 
critic  closet,  nnworthy  his  abilities,  415,  note  i.  His 
favourite  modern  poem  mentioned,  417,  note  A:. 

Porfcoiis,  Bishop  of  London,  noticed  Avith  praise,  317.  His 
elevation  the  voluntary  gift  of  royalty,  ib.  note  /.  Thechoice 
approved  by  his  country.  His  affectionate  tribute  to  the 
memo'ry  of  Archbishop  Seeker,  ib.  -'■■■ 

jPo?/,  The  Archdeacon,  435,   note  c. 
Foizfll,  Dr.   Samuel,   noticed,    460,   notes.      His  Discourses 
recommended,/^.  ^'^"^> 

Trefyman^  Dr.  (now  Bishop  of  Lincoln.)  Passage  from  a 
sermon  of  his,  22,  note  s.  Character  of  him  and  his  writings, 
210,  note  ee. 

Trice,  Mr.  noticed  as  an  improver  of  grounds  by  neglect, 
116,   note  n.  ib. 

Priestley,  Dr.  noticed  as  Proteus,  48.  Difference  between  hipi 
and  the  Proteus  of  antiquity,  ib.  note  I.  His  works  cited, 
ih.    Lines  of  Prnd€ntfus  applied  to  bim,  43'2,  not^s,     - 
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Priests.   College  of  Romish  ones  noticed,  21. 

Printing^  the  modern  mode  of,  on  wirc.wove  hot  pressed 
paper  censured,  76,  note  x.  Injurious  to  the  eye  sight, 
229,  notes.  Will  destroy  the  desire  of  reading  and  the 
possibility  of  purchasing  books,  ib. 

ProcluSfSL  singular  Tcmar]s.  of  his,  iS7,  notes.  Cited,  309, 
note  a.  A  selection  of  some  parts  from  a  work  of  his  on 
poetry  recommmended,  310,  notes.  Cited,  ib- ;  436, 
note/;  456,  notes ;   462,  notes. 

ProcopiUs,   cited,  366,  note  .«f. 

Prudcnlhfs,    cited,  432,    notes. 

Puffcndorf,  -noticed,  329,  notes.  Ills  works  proper  subjecis 
for  public  lectures,  ib. 

Pnltenei/y  Sir  James  Murray,    noticed,  343. 

i'^'ry^^/^^  of  Literature.  It's  object  explained,  10.  The  nature 
and  force  of  the  work  could  not  have  been  fully  sustained 
without  tlie  notes,  24.  It's  inlention,  40.  Not  intended 
to  imitate  any  former  poem,  106.  Idle  to  form  any 
conjerturc  as  to  the  author,  ib.  Intended  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  244.  Not  composed  for  a  trivial  purpose, 
nor  without  mature  thought,  2()6.  It's  subjects  numerous, 
27S.  .Aspires  not  to  the  praise  of  the  Dunciad,  2S1.  It's 
original  motive  far  superior  to  that  poem  in  importance. 
It's  genoril  subject,  literature,  however  exerted,  ib. 
The  manner  of  if*  notes  explained,  which  are  not  always 
nsercly  explanatory,  283.  "Written  without  help  or  co- 
operation,  2S4.  Cause  for  writing  it,  286.  Delivered 
as  a  literary  manifesto  to  this  kingdom,  ib  It's  design, 
414,  notes.  Declared  to  be  the  work  of  one  hand,  476, 
notes." 'j  abu;:/ ."t  U   ■i:.v..oif//r;  . 

P^/f,  poet  laurcat,  noticed  as  a  translator  of  Tyrta:us,  the. 
Spartan  poet,  132,  and  note  ar,  ib.  The  effect  of  reading  his 
.;traaslajtioa  at  the  camps,  on  Warley  Common  and  Barhatn 
Dowm^.i-b.  Certifies  the  authenticity  of  Ireland'^  Shaks- 
pcarCj  M2j  n'otcs. 
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Qiicc:isbu7-y^  Duke  of,  noticed,  214,  note  i.  II is  saying  upon 
Mr.  Dent's  Dog  and  Bitch  bill,  ib. 

Questions^  to  the  British  government,  relative  to  maintaining 
emigrant  Roman  catholic  priests,  200,  notes.  To  Mr.  Pitt, 
or  any  other  groat  minister  of  state,  204,  note  d.  Relative  to 
Eton,  and  other  public  schools,  319.  Relative  to  the 
university  of  Cambridge,  326,  notes.  To  the  state,  relative 
to  tutors,  32S.  Two  to  Mr.  Fox,  37.5,  notes.  To  Mr. 
Erskine,  352,  notes.  Two,  proposed  by  the  Author  of 
the  P.  of  L.,  387,  notes.  Proposed  to  the  Royal  Society, 
422,  notes.  A  Christian  one  to  modern  philosophers  and 
politicians,  4G2,  notes.  One,  put  to  statesmen,  476, 
note  b. 

Quintilian,  noticed  as  a  judge  of  historical  writing,  120,  note 
q.  Cited,  134,  notes;  3S2,  notes;  414,  notes;  446, 
note  rr. 
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Rhltelais.     Head  of  his  great  chapter  cited,  224,  note  tt. 
Kaddiffe^  !Mrs.  noticed  with  a  high  enlogiiim  as  a  woman  of 

genius  and  a  writer  of  romances,  55,  note  ;:::;. 
i?,w??onf/z,-5Ji;^or,~  noticed,    362.       Ilis   interesting  piece   of 

music.   The  Battle  Symphony,   described,  ib,  note  Ick. 
RuleigJi^    Sir  WkltCf;  noticed,  S&7,  note  d.     A  sonnet  of  his 

cited,   297.   '^  '-'^ 
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Randolph,  Thc/o;jrf  Doctor,  noticed,  354.  As  one  of  the  three 
great  letter  writers  of  the  age,  355,  note /v. 

Raphael.  His  painting  of  the  Supreme  Being,  noticed,  313, 
note  a. 

Reason,  as  contradistinguished  to  faith,  defined  by  Mr. 
Locke,  254,  note  c. 

Reed,  Mr.  Isaac,  noticed,  88,  notes.  A  gentleman  of  learn- 
ingj  information,  and  ingenuity,  137,  note  p. 

Reeves,  Mr  John,  noticed  with  high  commendation,  263, 
notes.  His  thoughts  on  the  English  government  men- 
tioned, ib.  Ungenerously  and  shamefuIJy  abandoned  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  ib.  Chief  Justica 
of  Newfoundland,  267,  notes. 

Reform^  Political.  Questions  for  every  man  to  put  to  him- 
self thereon,  163.  Britain  sufficiently  warned  from  his. 
tory  and  experience,  of  it's  danger,  265.  The  nature  of  a 
(modern  one)  explained,  ib.  A  revolution  alone  to  be 
effected  by  pretended  political  reformers,  485,  notes. 

Religion,  Protestant,  part  of  the  common  law,  248,  .notes. 
Offences  against  it  punishable  thereby,  ib. 

Rennel,  Major,  noticed,  76,  note  x.  The  great  geographer 
of  India,   361,  note  A. 

Rennell,  Rev.  Dr.  noticed,  206,  note  e.  His  eloquent  apology 
for  the  church  of  England,  432,  note  d. 

Reports,  Sir  John  Strange's,  citied,  246,  notes.  Of  Bar- 
nardiston,  ib.     Lord  Raymond's  cited,  398,  notes. 

Repton,  Mr.  named  as  moderator  in  the  cause  of  laying  out 
grounds  and  pleasure  gardens  of  Knight  and  Price  vcrsui 
Mason  and  Browne,  116,  notes. 

Republicanism,  modern,  it's  progress  delineated,  ^2,  note  cc. 

Revolution.  That  of  1688,  for  what  purpose,  261,  notes.  Is 
never  attempted  but  under  the  p:  e t-.-nte  of  a  reform,  453, 
note  yy.  Is  not  the  necessary  toiisequence  of  national 
bankruptcy,  465.  notes. 

T  t  3 


INDEX. 

Jtf^nbtSfy'TTr.  noticed  as  a  dramatic  autlioT  of  tlie  Rapid 
School,  79,  note  dd. 

Jlei/nold^^  Sir  Joshua,  his  panegyric  on  Michael  Angclo  Buon- 
arottij  238,  notep. 

Ritson,  Air.  noticed,  as  one  of  the  JSIOCfe'Ettto:  commenta- 
tors, by  name  Thcron,  100. 

Rhingfon,  Mr.  noticed  as  an  orthodox  and  respectable  book- 
seller, ISl,  note  g. 

Robertson,  Dr.  117,  note  o.  His  Introduction  to  the  History 
of  Charles  the  Fifth  a  chefd'oeuvre,  330,  notes. 

Robison,  Professor,  noticed,  292,  notes.  Ilis  proofs  of  a 
conspiracy  against  all  religions  and  governments,  ib.  Cha- 
racter of  that  work,  388»  notes. 

Rogers,  Mr,  noticed,  360,  note  /.  His  Pleasures  of  Me- 
mory, ib. 

Rolle,  Mr.  noticed,  46. 

Roman  Cutholic.  That  religion  a  superstitious  corruption  of 
Christianify,  20.  Preservative  against  it  mentioned,  21. 
College,  of  it's  priests  in  England,  ib.  It's  spirit  in  the 
leading  points  unaltered,  22.  The  enthusiasm  of  it's  pro- 
fessors, ib.  It's  priests  will  meddle,  23.  The  spirit  and 
tendency  of  it's  system,  ib.  Dedication  of  Taylor^s ^cw/Zcr 
to  it's  clergy,  82.  The  Mcssa  Bassa,  152,  notes.  The 
luxury  of  it's  ecclcsiasfics  a  warning  to  others,  196,  note 
y.  It's  priests  from  France,  received,  and  maintained  lu 
England,  198,  and  note  z.  ib.  It's  religion  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  laws  of  England,  ib.  note  zz.  Warning  against 
iCs  cHccts,  199,  notes.  Where  it's  church  is  founded, 
200.  Supposition  that  the  bounty  of  England  finds  it's 
way  to  Rome,  through  the  emigrant  priests,  201.  An 
ixiom  of  it's  church,  200,  note  a.  It's  priests  and  nuns 
distributed  generally  throughout  the  kingdom,  201.  It's 
numerous  small  and  cheap  tracts,  widely  disseminated,  eT*. 
nste  ^>.     It's  medicines,  ib.     Has  protectors  in  this  king- 
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domof  noble  rank,  202.  Preface  to,  and  translation  of 
the  Bible,  by  one  of  their  priests,  censured,  250.  Motivci 
for  the  measures  of  government  relative  to  the  emigrants 
and  priests,  271.  It's  vigilance  as  a  body,  scarcely  slum» 
bers,  272.  Pastoral  Letter  of  one  of  it's  bishops  exposed, 
272,  note  i.  It's  faith  suitable  to  all  forms  of  government, 
275.  Picture  of  Pope  Paul  the  Fourth,  S3\j  note  r.  A 
virulent  pamphlet  of  one  of  it's  priests  mentioned,  335, 
note  s.  Emancipation  of  the  Irish,  a  measure  full  of  dan- 
ger, as  altering  the  laws  aud  constitution  of  the  country, 
3J8,  notes.  French  priests  as  a  body,  under  ihe  care  of 
the  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  373,  and  note  e. 

Romance.  The  Gothic  has  not  lately  produced  a  poet,  though 
more  adapted  to  true  poetry  than  the  pagan,  307,   note  q. 

RomanceSf  or  Novels.  The  best  of  them  to  be  read  and  ad- 
mired, 57,  notes.  The  generality  of  modern  ones  viciou?, 
58,  notes.  What  they  ought  to  be,  59,  notes.  Lewis's  Monk 
treated  with  merited  severity,  245,  and  notes.  Novels  of 
the  day  founded  on  surprize,  370,  note  r. 

Rome.  Description  of  it's  dextral  gates,  378,  note  m.  The 
use  of  the  Asbestos  in  that  city,  41S,  note  m, 

Romnej/y  Mr,  noticed  for  strength  of  design  in  painting,  442, 

Rose,  Mr.  George,  M.  P.  noticed,  46.  His  unremitted  diU. 
gcnce  and  attention,  121,  note  i". 

Roscoe,  Mr.  noticed  with  high  commendation  as  a  raodcra 
historian,  234.  His  Life  of  Lorenzo  De  Medici  regarded  as  a 
phoenomenon  in  literature,  ib.  note  c. 

Rousseau.  His  eloquence  captivating,  57,  notes.  His  Eloisa 
dangerous  to  young  persons,  5S,  notes.  The  general  result 
upon  the  whole  of  that  work,  ib.  His  Social  Contract  men- 
tionedj  290,  notes.  Reverence  of  the  modern  French  towards 
hlpi.*^.    Styled  Equality's  vain  priest,  291 . 

JRoz^rey^Vi  roems  mentioned,   47,   note  j.  a-.ul  145,  note  id. 
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Roijal,  Sociely.  Hon.  Mr.  Barrington's  communication  o 
it  in  1774,  analysed,  73,  and  73,  nofes.  Advice  to  it,  ib. 
Sir  Charles  Blagden  noticed  as  it»s  Secretary,  73,  note  p. 
Reminded  of  an  old  proverb,  358,  note  d.  The  subject  of 
a  paper  read  there  censured,  420,  note  q.  Question  pro- 
posed  to  it,  422,  notes.  Speech  of  the  barons  in  the  reigu 
of  Henry  the  Third,  applied  to  it,  ib.  It's  medal  presented 
to  O.  Atwood,  Esq.  437,  note  h.  The  names  of  some 
of  the  Fellows  who  dignify  it-^An  expression  oif  Mr. 
Locke's  cited  and  applied  to  it,   il). 

Rumfordf  Count.     Eulogy  on  him,  230  notes  c  and  d. 


Sai?it  Pol,  (da  Lcen,)  Bishop  of,  noticed,  200,  note  a.  His 
Consistory  acting  in  England,  203,  notes.  Has  the  care  of 
the  French  emigrant  priests,  373,  notee. 

Samuel,  the  prophot,  cited,  257. 

Sandius.     His  Ecclesiastical  History  cited,  337,  notes. 

Sarpi,  Paolo,  noticed,  334,  note  r.  His  picture  of  Pope 
Paul  IV.  ib. 

Satire,  Legitimate.  It's  power  explained,  6.  It's  office,  ib. 
The  hereditary  dignity  of  it's  muse,  29.  Character  of  Dry- 
den's,  33.  The  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.:  his  idea  of  it, 
106.  Has  peculiar  force  against  vice,  284.  It's  muse  must 
not  descend  amongst  schools  and   colleges,    but  for   the 


INDEX. 

strongest  causes,   326,  notes.      Compared  to  a  diamond 
globe,  343.    It's  effects,  ib. 

SfUirisi.  His  office  neither  pl«isant  nor  desirable,  but  at  cer- 
tain times  absolutely  necessary,  6.  Distinct  from  that  of 
the  moralist  or  divine,  8.  Six  only  of  the  highest  class.  30. 
Character  of,  107.     His  work  too  often  transitory,  ib, 

Scott,  Sir  John,  now  Lord  Eldon,  249. 

Scort,  Mr.  David,  358. 

Scriptures^  attempted  to  be  traduced  by  Jjewis,  Tom  Paine, 
and  Dr.  Geddes,  253.  Difficult  to  say  where  these  attempts 
will  end— The  offices  of  magistrate,  satirist,  and  critic, 
should  unite  to  suppress  them  — Their  probable  course 
delineated,  ib.  The  prophet  Jonah  often  selectetl  fo» 
profane  ridicule  ;  and  yet  the  type  of  Jonah  was  peculiarly 
appropriated  to  himself  by  ouu  Saviour,  256.  The  minutest 
passages  have  some  meaning,  352,  notes.  Nothing  so 
contemptible  as  foolish  and  profane  ridicule  on  any  pas- 
sage ia  them — Harmer's  admirable  observations  on  them  from 
voyages  and  travels  recommended,  ib.  Their  general 
design,  437,  notes.  Nature  of  the  equality  held  forth 
therein,  462,  notes. 

5'ecA-er,  Archbishop,  eulogy  on  him,  317,  note/. 

Secretaries,  of  State,  none,  in  the  opinion  cf  a  poetical  Ba- 
ronet, but  the  most  virtuous  persons  should  be  about  them, 
121,  note?. 

Seneca,  cited,  3,  note  cc. 

Sepulvl-da.     His  gentle  manners  noticed,  26, 

Sermons,  by  Dr.  Prctyman,  (Bishop  of  Lincoln,)  passage 
from  them  cited,  22,  note  s.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent,  Dr. 
Watson,  (Bishop  of  Landaff,)  and  Dr.  Rennell  mentioned, 
206,  note  e.  Professor  Wliite's,  at  the  Bampton  Lectures^ 
tioticed,  403,  note  c.  Bishop  Butler's,  Dr.  Qgdea's,  Dr. 
Balgny's,   Dr.  Powell's,  459,  note  f/</. 

Sezcardy  Mr.  noticed  as  a  writer  of  anecdotes,  120.^notef. 


INDEX. 

Shaftsbury^  Earl  of,  cited,   11.      His   ail  vice   io  an  autlior 
cited,  3S3,  notes. 

Shakspearey  cited,  26;  71,  note  r.  The  courtesy  of  his 
modern  editors  to  comnnuiicators,  81,  note  d.  Com- 
mentators on  him,  -n  hat,  82,  notes.  Their  ditFercnt  de- 
scriptions of  a  GiBBE  Cat,  83,  note  h.  Made  the  rehicle 
of  obscene  trash  by  them,  86,  notes.  An  expurgatory 
index  necessary  for  the  best  editions  of  him,  87,  notes. 
Mr.  Capel,  the  father  of  all  legitimate  commentary  on  his 
dramas,  90,  note  7Z.  His  Henry  V.  cittd,  ib.  Capcl's 
preface  admitted  into  the  new  edition  of,  91,  notes.  Some 
account  of  him,  91,  note  o.  The  several  editions  enu- 
merated « ith  the  names  of  the  editors,  92,  notes.  Com- 
mentators styled  in  pleasant  metaphorical  language,  5JI«1Cft' 
%ttttt^O0,  92.  First  edition  ^vhcn  published,  93,  notes. 
His  Winter's  Talecitcd,  94,  notis.  Absurdity  of  iatro- 
ducing  actor's  wills,  as  illustrations  of  him,  97,  note  x. 
Difference  between  two  of  his  editors,  on  the  word  i'/trerce/, 
58,  note  c.  Theological  writings  pressed  into  his  service, 
ib.  note  d.  His  Midsummer  Nights  Dream  cited,  135, 
note  nn.  Any  subject  relative  to  him  not  to  be  disre- 
garded, 140,  note  X.  Boydeli's  splendid  edition  com- 
mended, US,  notes.  His  Macbeth  cited,  243;  3^9, 
notes.  His  Henry  V.,  315,  note  c.  Peremptory  liberty 
of  his  commentators  in  deciding  which  are,  or  which  are 
not,  his  plays,  346,  notes.  His  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre, 
cited,  ib.  Macbeth  cited,-  372,  notes.  His  King  John 
cited,  397,  note  f.  Boydeli's  magnificent  edition,  44K 
His  gallery,  442'^  ixote-fm.  '  Inscription  rccommrnded 
for  the  front  of  it  under  his  figure,  4-13,  notc^.  A  phrase 
of  his  cited,  474,  notes.  '  '  ' 
i^iKjjlcld,  Ldrd,  noticed,  153,  notes.  Censured  for  publish- 
ing a  ridicirlons  engraving  of  Mr;  Gibbon,  1  SSj  noto^VHis 
d«sr<Ji'ipti(rti 'thereof cited,  ib.' 
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Sheridan,  R.  B.  Esq.     In  realms  of  wit  ami  huraonr  supreme, 
but  now  silent,  46,  note  e.     His  Critic  cited,  7-J,  note  q. 
His  supposed  name  for  Downing  Street,  214,  notee.     Dif- 
fers essentially,  as  a  commentator,   from  Aristotle,   263, 
notes.    Named  as  man  to  Mr.  Pitt's  political  dancing  mas- 
ter, Mr.  Fox,  269,  notes.  As  one  of  the  ballet-masters  in  the 
grand  opera,  ib.  His  Critic  cited,  340,  note  a«;342,  note  a:. 
Sherlock,  Bishop,  noticed  as  a  defender  of  protestantism,  21. 
SiddonSy  Mrs.  noticed,  155. 
Sieyes,  Bishop,  noticed,  224,  note  s. 
Sigonius,      His    customs  of  the  Athenians  mentioned,   382, 

notes. 
Simeon,  Rev.  Charles,  noticed,  424.  His  appendix  to  Claude's 

Essay,  ib.  note  zc. 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  his  head  improvable  by  the  drops  from  the 

Ampolla  celebrated  by  Ariosto,  28. 
Sleep,  of  death,  decreed  by  the  French  to  be  eternal,  44. 
Smirkey  Mr.  noticed  for  his  comic  pencil,  442, 
Smith,  Dr.  Adam,    116.     Teacher  of   finance  to  Mr.   Pitt, 

130,  note  c.     Citpd,  401,  note  z. 
Smith,  Mrs,  Ctiarlotte,  noticed  as  a  writer   of  novels,    56, 

note  zz. 
Smollcf,  Dr.     Character  of  his  novels,  57,  notes. 
Soanc,  Mr.  the  architect.     His  fancy  and  airiness  of  desigo, 

355,  uoict. 
Solomon,  Solomon,  359,  and  note  d.  ib. 
Solomon,  Nathan,  359,  and  note  d.  ib. 
Solomon,  E.  P.  3i9,  and  lujte  d.  ib. 
Seuth.i/y    Rober^    371,    noto^.     His  Six-Weeks  ej)i£  poemj 

Joan  of  Arc  -Auvice  to  him,  ib. 
Spencer,  Karl,  noticed,  304,  uotck. 

Spensr^,   Edmund,   126,  notes.     His  Ruins  of  Time  cited,  e't. 
Stanhope.  Earl,   4C7,  notes.     Saying  of  his,  ib. 
Siatcs.     Tr  J  importance  of  literature  to  cirilizcd  ones,    162. 


INDEX. 

Siafeftnen^athcUt,  always  co-operate  with  atheist  phllosopTicrs, 
387,  notes.  The  knowledge  cTcry  one  possesses  of  him- 
self, 448,  notes.  Words  of  a  French  one  cited,  469,  notes. 
Character  of  a  French  one,  470,  notes.  Question  pitt  to 
them,  475,  note  b 

Statement^  of  the  tendency,  and  of  the  political  positions,  of 
revolutionary  clubs,  preface  xviii.  Of  the  modem  systems 
and  their  objects,  462,  notes. 

Stalius^  his  Thebaid  cited,  preface  xix;  41;  126,  notes; 
216,  note  p;  271;  286;  303,  notes;  311,  not^s;  312, 
notes;  326,  notes;  328,  notes;  342,  note  rf;  376,  notes, 
385,  notes;    389,   notes;  420,  notep ;    474,  notes. 

SteevenSf  George,  Esq.  noticed  as  a  commentator  on  Shak- 
speare,  83,  note  h.  His  scruples  on  the  subject  of  stewed 
prunes,  85,  note  k.  Saluted  by  the  name  of  Fabricius, 
86,  notes.  His  acJcnozdedged  writings,  the  notes  to  Shak- 
spearc  only,  88,  notes.  Manner  in  which  his  name  became 
associated  with  Dr.  Johnson's  explained  by  Homer,  ib. 
Mentioned  as  zdupper-in  of  the  23Iacft  %tX,UZ  pack,  94. 
Mistaken  by  Aurora  for  Cephalus,  135.  His  liberty  in 
deciding  which  are,  or  are  not,  the  dramas  of  Shakspcare, 
346,  notes. 

Sterne,     His  originality  defended,   57,  notes. 

Sfezcarly  Dr.  a  biographer  of  the  poet  Burns,  440,  note  n. 

Siillingjtcct,  Dr.  His  works  reprinted  and  recommended, 
459,   notes. 

Stone,  Mr.    155. 

Storer,  Anthony,  Esq.   His  character,  305,  note  p. 

Stuart,  Ifr. IVi,  note o. 

Stuart,  Athenian,  312.,  note  .r. 

■Sturgcss,  the  Rev.  Dr.  noticed— His  eloquent  defence  of  the 
protestunt  cause  in  answer  to  the  Catholic  titular  Bishop 
Milner,  3"37,   notes. 

Suetonius,  cited,  71,  note  n.  Relative  to  the  Toga  and 
Pa-nvila  of  the  Romans,  351  j  notes. 
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Suidas,  cited,  139,  note  ss. 

Sulivan,  John,  Esq.  436,  notes. 

Sulivan,  Richard  J.  Esq.  435.     His  Philosophical  Rhapsodies, 

&c.  mentioned,  zb.  note  d, 
Sumnei-y  Rev.  Dr.    319.     Elected  ProTOst  of  King's   College, 

Cambridge,  324,  note  /. 
Sutton^  Pught  Rev.  C.  M.  Bishop  of  Norwich,  (now  Arch- 
bishop  of  Canterbury,)  noticed,  316.     His  character  as  a 

prelate,  ib.  note  g. 
Sioift,  Dean,   a  sentence  of  his  cited,    102,  note  /.     His  letter 

to  Pope  cited,  107.  notcb.     Cited,  240,  note  qq. 
Szciizet'Inrid.       Appearance    of    three      remarkable     persons 

therein.,  2S9,   note  a. 
Sijdney,  Sir  Philip,  404,  notec.     His  Arcadia,  ib. 
Sijmonds^  John,  L.  L.  D.   noticed,  350.     His  hints  and  obscr- 

Tationsoa  scriptural  subjects,  ib.  notep. 


Tacitus,  cited,  G6,  notes ;   12G,  notes;  18S,  note/;  228, notes; 

261,  notes. 
Tos.so.     His  Jerusalem  Delivei-ed  cited,  1. 

Taylor,  Thomas,  noticed  as  translator  of  Plotinus,  &c.  1S5,  note  ntl. 
Taylor,  John.     Dedication  to  his  Sculler  cited,  82,  note/. 
Tenant,  Mr.    35S,   note  a.     His  paper  on  reducing  a  diamond  to 

a  charcoal  by  evaporation,  ib.     Reminded  of  an  old  proverb^ 

ib. 
Tertullian,  cited,  470,  notes. 


INDEX.: 

Tcu-,  Rev.  Edward.  A  translator  of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek, 
lib.     Sutitred  by  tlie  literary  guillotine,  179,  note  d. 

Theatre;  pnv Ate  one,  a  convenient  chapel  of  ease  to  Hymen,  150, 
note  /*.  Caution  to  heads  of  families  on  the  amusements 
thereof,  ib. 

Thdxvall,  Mr.  noticed,  113,  A  reader  of  political  k-ctures,  132, 
note  g.  The  indefati[,^ablc  missionary  of  the  French  propa- 
ganda, 373,  note/,  lias  now  his  Schools  of  Reason  in  coun- 
try towns,  ib. 

Theh/pthoray  of  Madan,  cited,  69,  note  b,  and  70,  notes  ii  and 
Hi.  ■■ 

1'kanistius,  oAtdi,  3&1,  notes. 

'ITtemistocles,  compared  to  Mr.  Pitt,  129,  note  a. 

Theophrastus,  dted,  226,  note  c. 

Tkicknesse,  Mr.  cited,  70,  note  /■:. 

Thiicydidcs,  cited,  139,  note  a.  His  account  of  the  democratic 
sedition  in  Corcyra  reGOH)n>cnded  fur  perusal,  263.  Cite<i, 
ib.  notejT.  261,  note^.  His  knowledge  of  the  tyranny  of  a 
democracy,  461,  notes.     Character  of  his  writings,  ih. 

Thurloxv,  Lord,  noticed,  113.  Performs  the  part  of  Polypheme 
in  the  political  opera  of  Acis  and  Galatea,  151.  His  in- 
troduction to  Parliament,  3S0,  note  mm.-  Separates  the 
lawyer  from  the  statesman — A  proud  day  for  the  Bar  at  that 
period— His  irresistible  power  and  talents  displayed,  as  olli- 
cial  defender  of  the  Minister,  ih. 

Tickdl,  Mr.     His  character  as  an  author,  46,  note  /. 

Ticrney,  Mr.  consigned  in  political  calculations  to  the  discij)liuo 
of  Cocker,  2S. 

Tillotson,  Archbishop.  One  of  the  chief  defenders  of  the  Pnj- 
testant  religion,  ^I.  ,  ^  . ^ 

TifaboscKi,  the  Italian  historian,  noticed,  236, 'pcte'j,  . 

Tboir,  Mr.  Horned  noticedas  6iir6f 'the  reach  of*  art  to  amcna,^!2S. 
His  Diversions  of  Purley  mentioned,  371,  note  a.  Awakened 
by  the  French  Revolution.  372,^-n6tes.     liis  trial  at  the  Old 
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^iley  for  high  trtason  — His  plans  unfolded  therein— Shaks- 
peare's  Macbeth  cit^d,  and  applied  to  him,  ib.  His  abilities 
and  erudition— Calmness,  and  mildness  of  his  coBversatiop— 
Apprehension  therefrom,  ib. 

To-xnshend,  Marquis.     Pleasant  observation  of  his,  123,  note?. 

7)a»^/5,  writers. of>  what  they  should  tell  us;  and  what  they 
should  not,  71,  note  n. 

Travis,  Archdeacon.  His  controversy  with  the  acute  and 
learned  Professor  Person,  98,  note  d.  The  Rev.  Herbert 
Marsh's  Letters  to  him,  402,  note  «. 

Troi/.  Mr.  Bryant's  Dissertation  on  it's  war  mentioned,  293, 
notec.  Some  objections  against  that  work,  294,  notes.  De- 
fended, 295,  noies.  The  classical  controversy  thereon,  296, 
notes. 

Tucker,  Dean,  noticed,  223.  His  oath,  224,  note  t.  His  cha- 
racter, ib. 

Turgoty  Monsieur,  the  founder  of  the  EconomiQ  3c1m),q1,.  130, 
note  e.  *-d'~  '^_ -^/^n    <'■: 

Tumebus.    An  observation  of  his  cited,  3S2,  notes. 

Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  noticed  as  a  biographer  of  Chatterton,  74,  note  q. 
A  note-writer  upon  Shakspcare,  88,  notes.  Named  Ichno- 
bates  as  one  of  the  3Iacft  Ucttcr  commentators,  97,  and  note 
Hi,  ib. 


V, 


Union,  of  the  minds,  talents,  fortunes,  souls,  and  bodies,  de- 
manded of  Britons,  as  necessary  for  their  preservatio.s, 
164,  note  d. 

Universities.  The  grand  supports  of  our  country  must  proceed 
from  ti^xn,  327,  notes.    Their  consequence  to  religion  and 
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to  the  state,  ib.  What  may.^be  acquired  in  them,  ib.  Their 
a  dignity  cannot  be  laitl  prpstrate  but  by  thenisejves,  32^, 
.    -notes.   TTie  great  aim  aud  end  of  apademical.  education,  339, 

notes.     Frequently,  aud  most   unworthily,   traduced^  330, 

notes.     Tlieir  institution  ridiculed,  and  sneered  att  by  wpom, 
.  S3Q,  notps.     The  author  of  the  P,  of  L.t^eir  fiwn  friend,,  ^. 

The  .English  one:-,  the  best,  and  the  mo4  solid  Jtmlwatks  of 

true  science,  459,  notes.  ,, 

Vpton,  Mr.    His  account  of  Old  Vice,'  S4,"  note  hh. 


'f(irfa7ion,ixi'i\\e  mode  of  satirical  writing  requisite,  5.     De- 

Bned,  6.  " 

Vatimus,  (tlie  Tribune)  confers  on  Caesar  the  government  of 

"  Cisalpine^  Gaul,  375,  fiotes. 
Vesjiastan. '  llie  Lex  Re^ia  of  his  reign  noticed,  267,  note?. 
Viiicc,  Professor,  noticed,  3-i9.      Very  learned,  diligie)xt,  -  and 

Vmcent,  Earl  St.  385,  notes.  :i  ^^'^^^    "  •'  •  ^^^ 

Vincent,  Rihr/ Dr.  noticerl,  2Cfr>, : no^^ -e-  - ■'•  '  ^'-^^  '^^"^ 

^Tirgihfc\ici';'iiv''ii<itt'k^     iO§,  note^fj^r^-^noeesj  130,  note 
'    "' ff;"  14^  notes  J' 157;  notes ;  1^,  notes.  •:•.'-.■    gS'J 

*'To/«e3/','''Mon&iei'i]f.  "  ChairactferoF  his:  work  »n  the  ^fcirolufion  of 
Empires,  63,  note  d.  His  ignorance  of  tnie  r(4igion,  63,  note 
**'*  ^.  'itfeifcptiaeii^^fe  at  least' eq^kal  t*  hiS  .btlveij^tateats>i  6*, 

'Vof/.?<rV<?i    The-x^rds-of'EfiseK&&s  .appli^aWevto'-hiiw/.-SOy  note  r. 


^"-^JcTHigti^ri^sV^f  Trffi'delit-y  «m^^  tfe6!I=3-ench,:T67, 
■^*^^feyp'Lm^it'oti'tlT^fa!i  of  got^iwAenls,  ibid:\it4[,  4A% 


jiotes. 
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W 

fVakeJicUlf  Gilbert^  his  character,  112,  note  c.  His  Indccrnt 
letter  to  Mr.  Bryant  ou  the  War  of  Troy,  also  letter  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce  mentioned,  296,  notes.  No  deceit  in 
him— Plain  to  see  what  he  expects— and  why  he  writes,  ib. 

IValpole,  (Earl  of  Orford,)  noticed  on  the  subject  of  Chatter- 
ton,  74,  note  r.  His  curious  Essay  on  modern  gardening, 
115,  note  /.  His  pursuits  often  frivolous  though  pleasing, 
423,  note  t. 

IValpolcy  Sir  Robert,  noticed,  376,  notes.  Coxc's  Memoir* 
of  him  cited,  465  and  466,  notes. 

Warbitrtonj  Bishop.  His  preface  to  Pope's  works  clteo, 
preface  vi,  note  b.  An  editor  of  Shakspeare,  62,  notes. 
Named  Pamphagus  among  the  2BIaffi*5tctt5r  corainentator.e, 
96,  and  note  v.  ib.  Curious  explanation  of  a  line  of  Pope's, 
by  him,  as  commentator,  183,  notes.  Books  recommended  by 
him  to  the  student  in  theology,  *206,  note  e.  His  commentary 
on  Pope's  Moral  Poems,  peculiarly  valuable  as  it  explains 
many  seeming  inconsistencies  in  them,  364,  noteo.  The 
illustrious  friend  of  Pope,  405,  notes.  His  condescension 
in  becoming  au  editor,  ib.  Pope's  acknowledgment  to 
him,  406,  note  g. 

Waring^  Dr.  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  university  of 
Cambridge,  437,  note  g. 

Warner,  Rev.  Dr.   noticed,  398,   and  399,  note  3/. 

fVarren,  Dr.  noticed,  323.  A  learned  and  able  physician, 
333,  note  o.  Sammarthanus  cited  for  his  gratification, 
ib.  Obtains  a  bishop  rick  for  his  brother,  ib.  His  death 
mentioned,  ib. 

Warton^  Rev.  Thomas,  noticed  as  a  controversialist  in  the 
cause  of  Rowley  and  Chatterton,  74,  note  y.  As  a  com- 
mentator oh  Shakspeare,  83,  note  A.  Named  Agriodos  as 
one  of  the  fBIflrt^HcttJC  commentators,  100.  Character 
of  his  writings,  ib.  note*.  His  not  finishing  the  History 
of  English  Poetry  to  be  greatly  lamcnte<J, .  101^  notes. 
His  aflection  for  Walter  de  Mapcs,  I'i- 

U  a 


INDEX. 

iFarfon^  Rct.  Dr.  Joseph^  noticed,  404.  His  edition  of 
Pope's  works  mentioueJ,  404,  note/.  The  typographical 
errors  tbcrciu  numerous,  ibi  note  e.  The  edition  cen- 
sured, 405,  notes,  licneath  the  character  of  so  learned 
a  gentleman  —  Advertisement  to  it  cited  — "Why  he 
should  not  have  undertaken  so  important  a  work,  ib. 
His  personal  notes  on  Pope  and  Warburton  splenetic 
40(5,  note  Jf.  Censured  for  giving  a  particular  en. 
graving  of  Pope  degrading  his  figure,  ?&.  note  g. 
The  title  page  contemptuous  and  why— Said  title-page  cited, 
ib.  His  remark  upon  Pope's  acknowledgment  to  Dr.  War- 
burton,  407,  notes.  The  edition  in  question  cited — The 
Life  of  Pope  not  well  written— The  style  defective  and 
often  vulgar — Said  Life  cited,  ib.  His  commendations  of 
Voltaire,  too  often  and  too  many,  408,  notes.  His  praise 
of  the  German  Professor  Heyne  censured,  ib.  Reproved 
for  publishing  Pope's  imitation  of  the  second  Satire  of 
Horace,  &c. — His  Life  of  Pope  cited,  ib.  His  sixth  vo- 
lume should  be  reprinted,  and  why,  409,  notes.  And  to 
whom  it  should  be  dedicated,  410,  notes.  An  observation  of 
his — The  political  principles  in  his  notes  frequently  false, 
and  in  some  instances,  dangerous— His  citation  from  Sir 
Thomas  Browne,  seems  to  discourage  any  attempt  towards 
a  reformation  of  manners,  ib.  And  why,  411,  notes.  A 
citatiou  from  Voltaire— The  same  paraphrased,  ib.  His  work 
cited,  412,  notes.  As  the  editor  of  Pope's  works,  he  is  upt 
to  bo  justified,  41  o,  notes.  His  own  words  cited  against  him  — 
Has  committed  a  great  offence  against  the  public,  ib.  Cen- 
sure of  the  sixth  volume,  414,  notes.  His  literary  criticisms 
^  •  often  just,  curious,  and  gratifying — As  editor  o{_  Pope 
solemnly  impeached  before  his  country,  ib.  Compared  to 
an  inattentive  and  negligent  pilot,  415,  notes.  j 

Watson.,  Richard,  (Bishop  of  Laudaff.)  His  Chemical  Ess;iys 
cited,  39.  Preface  to  his  Theological  Tracts  cited,- 65, 
Botes.  Sermon  of  his  noticed,  206,  note  <;.  His  Apology 
for  the  Bible,  and  his  Defence  of  Eevoaled  Religion  de- 
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scrvcdly  praised,  230,   23l,  and  notes.     Caution  to  hlni^ 

and  the  rrasonfor  it,  232,  notes.    HisAvorks  recoramcndtd 

for  perusal,  ib. 
fVedderburne.  (Lord  Ros]yn,)  noticed,    113.     Performs  the 
J.'  piTt  of  (talntea  la  the  political  opera,    152,  notes.     Musi. 

cat  metaphor  of  his  political  conversion,  153,  notes.      His 
■    introduction  to  parliament,  3S0,  note  wot.     Separates  the 

lawyer  from  the  statesman,    a  proud  day  for  the  bar,   at 

that  period — Ilis  powers  and  talents  displayed  as  ofHbia! 

defender  of  the  Minister,  ib. 
IVestaiiy  Mr.   noticed  for  his  illustrative  designs  for' Milton, 

443. 
Weston,  Rev.  Stephen,  noticed  as  one  of  the'  translator's  of 
-'   Gray's  Elegy  Into  Greek,    ITS,  note  cc.     Suffered  by^thc 
?'  literary  guillotine,   179,   noted.     The  hero  of  _thc  Greek 

genitive  case  absolute,   193,   note  rt.  ^^  -o     0, 

White,  Mr.  bookseller,  noticed  as  a  florid  dcscriber  of  book- 
binding, l88,  note  p. 
While,  Professor,  noticed,  403.   Ilis  sermons  at  the  Bamptoti- 

Lecture,  ib.  notec. 
Whiter,  Rev .  and  deeply  learned  Mr.  noticed  as  one  of  the  ^^lacli* 
'    Setter    commentators    on   Shakspcare,    by  the   name  of 

Dorcens,   90,  and  note  dd.  ib.      ^'^-^'  .^n^:id  e:;i>o.:i 
Whitefoord,    Caleb,   Esq.  noticed,   360."    ffis'putfS^compared 

to  the  porcupine's  quills,   361,  note  o-. 
Wiiberforce,  Wra.  Esq.  noticed,  213.     His  Practical  View  of 

the  Religious  Systems  of  tTiis  Country,  434,  note  v.  It's 
-theological  principles  in  thtir  full  extent  doubted  — Too 
?  rigid  and  exclusive  in  it's  doctrines  — Contains  too  much  of 
' 'a^ectarian  language— Character  of  the  work— The  pro- 

dnctionof  an  orator  rather  than  of  a  writer— His  term  real 

Christianity  disliked— The  words  of  a  prophet  applied  ta. 
■  him, /i.     A  passage  in  Plotrnus  applied  to  him,  43a,  notes.' 

Wilkins,  Bishop,  noticed,  109,  note  tu    ^  ^  ^''  "• 
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I  N  D  E  X. 

Williams,  Pocre,  Esq.  noticed,  368,  antl  note  /.  The  jiidielodfr 
Mr.  Cox's  edition  of  l>is  Reports  commended,  ib. 

Wilson,  Jasper,  noticed  215. 

Windham,  Hon.   William.      Caution   to  him,  31 G,  notes. 

Wood,  Esq.  His  Palmyra,  312,  note  x.  Observation  of  his, 
313,  notic  y. 

WooUaston,  (Author  of  the  Rtlif^ion  of  Nature,)  329,  notes. 
His    work    proper    for    public   lectures,    ib. 

Woolston,  Thomas  noticed,  217,  notes.  Punished  for  his  blas- 
phemous writinf^s,  ih. 

Wj/alt,  Mr.  noticed,  35.'>.  The  first  genius  in  architecture  in 
this  kingdom,  356,  note  ?/. 

Wj^ndhani,  Sn-  William.  Lord  Bohngbroke's  Letter  to  him  cited, 
465,  notes. 

X. 

Xenophon.  Trnnslation  of  his  Cyropoedia  by  the  Hon.  Maurice 
Ashley,  mentioned,  274,  notes. 

Y. 

York,  Sir  Philip,  noticed,  245,  note,  b.  His  opinion  on  the 
publishmg  of  obscene  books,  it. 

Yovke,  Right  Kcv.  Dr.  (Bishop  of  Ely,)  noticed,  316.  His  volun- 
tary and  unsolicited  ofter  of  the  Mastership  of  Jesus  College, 
in  Cambridge,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Puley,  317,  note  b.  His  liberal 
discernment  in  the  collation  of  academical  dignity— Must 
therefore  be  recorded  as  one  of  the  friends  to  learning,  ib. 

Yorke,  Hon.  Charles,  (Lord  Chancellor)  noticed,  402.  His  cha- 
racter by  Mr.  Hargrave,  ib.  note  b. 
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